
 

Key Stage Three 
Progress Measures

Subject descriptions for the Mastered, Secure, Developing 
and Emerging measures of pupil progress.






FIRST FORM
MASTERED SECURE DEVELOPING EMERGING

ENGLISH Reading: Offers a more 
detailed personal 
understanding of texts using 
relevant evidence to support 
ideas. Can comment on and 
explain language and 
structural features in texts in a 
more detailed way. Clearly 
explains the effect of writer’s 
choices.  
Writing: Communication is 
successful and effective with 
some increasingly ambitious 
vocabulary chosen. Paragraphs 
are used accurately and ideas 
are clearly connected.  
 A variety of sentence forms 
used, sometimes for effect. A 
range of punctuation is 
successfully used and spelling 
is mainly accurate.

Reading: Makes relevant 
comments on texts. Some 
evidence or paraphrasing 
used. Begins to make simple 
reference to language and 
structural features in texts. 
Can make simple comments 
on the methods writers use 
and their effects.  
Writing: Communication is 
mostly clear. A conscious 
effort is made to choose 
vocabulary carefully. 
Paragraphs have been used 
clearly and linked using 
discourse markers. Increasing 
control over different 
sentence forms. Increasing 
control over punctuation and 
spelling, with ambitious 
words attempted.

Reading: Shows a simple 
personal response to the 
literal and surface meaning in 
texts with simple references 
made to support ideas.   
Writing: Communicates with 
some meaning and 
vocabulary has been chosen 
to express ideas in a clear 
way. Paragraphs have been 
used sometimes. Simple and 
compound sentences mainly 
used. Some evidence of 
accurate punctuation and 
spelling.

Reading: Beginning to 
understand the basic and 
literal meanings within texts 
and beginning to use 
evidence to support ideas.  
Writing: Communication is 
simple but sometimes 
unclear. Simple vocabulary is 
chosen to express ideas. 
Some attempts to use basic 
punctuation and accurate 
spelling.
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MATHEMATICS Confidently solve more 
sophisticated problems, 
making justifications using 
mathematical language 
applying to calculations, 
geometrical facts and 
statistical data. Have a sound 
appreciation of the basic ideas 
of algebra, solve simple 
equations and use formulae.

Be confident in calculations 
with integers, fractions and 
decimals, applying them to 
solve problems using some 
logical mathematical 
reasoning. Apply geometrical 
facts to angles and shapes 
and use graphs and 
calculations to summarise 
statistical data. Solve simple 
linear equations and use 
formulae.

Develop a wider range of 
calculation skills including 
fractions, decimals and 
percentages and begin to 
develop strategies to solve 
simple problems.  Use basic 
geometrical properties, 
interpret simple statistical 
data and use letters to 
represent numbers in simple 
algebraic statements.

Perform simple calculations 
with whole numbers and 
begin to use fractions and 
decimals. Recognise basic 
geometrical properties in 
shape and space and show 
some appreciation that 
letters can be used to 
represent numbers in 
algebra.
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RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION

Has demonstrated in multiple 
assessments that they can 
explain clearly and in detail the 
meaning and purpose of a 
range of Old Testament stories 
and how this affects us now. 
They understand biblical genre 
and are able to discuss the 
multi dimensionality of biblical 
meaning. 
Pupils can compare their own 
and others' responses to 
questions of meaning and 
purpose, leading to reasonable 
explanations of their own and 
others’ views, in the light of 
religious teaching, present an 
argument for a particular point 
of view, showing an awareness 
of different views. Pupils can 
arrive at judgements that are 
supported by evidence.

Has demonstrated in multiple 
assessments that they can 
explain the meaning and 
purpose of a range of Old 
Testament stories and how 
this affects us now. They can 
explain different ways of 
understanding biblical texts. 
Pupils can compare their own 
and others' responses to 
questions of meaning and 
purpose, leading to 
reasonable explanations of 
their own and others’ views, 
in the light of religious 
teaching, present an 
argument for a particular 
point of view, showing an 
awareness of different views.

Pupils have a reasonable 
understanding of a range of 
Old Testament biblical 
stories. They understand that 
people have interpreted 
these differently and that we 
continue to interpret biblical 
stories in the context of our 
lives. They are able to use a 
range of specialist vocabulary 
appropriately. They are able 
to assert differing views but 
are developing the skill to 
explain why views differ and 
come to a reasonable 
conclusion about their view.

Retell and discuss meaning of 
some Old Testament stories. 
Demonstrate some 
knowledge and 
understanding of, doctrine, 
belief and theological 
concepts, questions of 
meaning and purpose,  
Use some contextually 
accurate and appropriate 
religious and specialist 
vocabulary.
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SCIENCE Pupils can describe a wide 
range of scientific processes 
and phenomena, explaining 
evidence in support. Pupils can 
competently create graphical 
representation of data, and 
draw conclusions from these 
graphs. Pupils are starting to 
explore, and gain 
understanding of abstract 
ideas.

Pupils can start describing, 
and modelling several 
scientific processes. They 
should be able to represent 
data sets in graphical format, 
and draw conclusion from 
there. Pupils can also safely 
use appropriate experimental 
equipment with limited 
support.

Pupils recognise apparatus, 
and describe observations 
with little support. They can 
link these to everyday 
experiences. 
Pupils will also be able to use 
observations, data and 
evidence to create informed 
predictions of experimental 
outcomes.

Pupils are starting to make 
scientific observations, with 
support, and talking about 
fundamentals using everyday 
terms.

FRENCH/
GERMAN

Can understand longer 
passages and conversations, 
manipulate language and ask 
simple questions accurately

Can understand  wider range 
of present tense sentences 
and respond giving opinions 
with a degree of accuracy

Can understand and write 
simple sentences in the 
present tense with some 
accuracy

Understand and use simple 
everyday expressions with 
some accuracy

HISTORY Within structured extended 
writing, analyses causes and 
explains elements of change 
and continuity, explaining an 
argument using historical 
terminology. Developing 
evaluation of historical sources 
and starting to understand 
different interpretations. 
Recalls information with high 
levels of accuracy.

Produces structured 
extended writing and present 
arguments to explain 
historical events. Explains 
causes of events and aspects 
of change and continuity 
across a period of time. Basic 
evaluation of historical 
sources based on their 
provenance.

Selects accurate knowledge 
to describe events. Describes 
the causes of events and 
aspects of change. Begins to 
understand the difference 
between fact and opinion in 
historical sources.

Uses knowledge to describe 
events. Identifies causes of 
events and aspects of 
change. Selects information 
from historical sources
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GEOGRAPHY Pupils use their knowledge and 
understanding of the 
geography of the UK and the 
wider world to describe, 
explain and begin to analyse 
physical and human 
characteristics, demonstrating 
understanding of how 
processes leads to diversity 
and change in places. Pupils 
can suggest relevant 
geographical questions and 
issues using a range of skills, 
and present their findings in a 
coherent way. Pupils use 
terminology with increased 
accuracy and frequency.

Pupils show knowledge and 
understanding of the UK and 
wider world, recognising and 
describing aspects of the 
physical and human features 
of places and environments, 
and have a good 
understanding of 
relationships between people 
and the environment. They 
start to establish a sequence 
of investigation, using 
appropriate evidence to 
reach plausible conclusions. 
They communicate their 
findings with increasing use 
of geographical terminology

Pupils show their knowledge 
and understanding in studies 
at a local scale, UK and the 
wider world, including 
globally significant physical 
and human features. They 
describe and compare some 
of the physical and human 
features of different places at 
various scales. They show 
some understanding of the 
links between places, people 
and the environment. They 
offer reasons for some of 
their observations and for 
their views and they use skills 
and sources of evidence to 
respond to a range of 
geographical questions. They 
are beginning to use 
geographical vocabulary 
more consistently.

Pupils have simple locational 
knowledge of the local area 
and some places in the UK 
and the wider world. They 
can begin to describe 
physical and human features 
of places and recognise 
similarities and differences 
between places and their 
features. They can carry out 
simple tasks and select 
information using resources 
that are given to them. They 
begin to use appropriate 
geographical vocabulary 
occasionally in their 
responses.
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COMPUTING Be proficient in using standard 
Office applications including 
Word, PowerPoint and Excel. 
Write increasingly complex 
programming code using 
conditions and loops. Have an 
in-depth understanding of how 
to stay safe online.

Be proficient in using 
standard Office applications 
including Word and 
PowerPoint to produce 
documents and 
presentations, understand 
the fundamental principles of 
coding and have an 
appreciation of online safety.

Be able to use standard Office 
applications including Word 
and PowerPoint to produce 
documents and 
presentations, write simple 
programming code and have 
an appreciation of online 
safety.

Be able to use standard Office 
applications including Word 
and PowerPoint to produce 
simple documents and 
presentations, understand 
the basics of coding and have 
some appreciation of online 
safety.
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DESIGN & 
TECHNOLOGY

Has conducted some relevant 
research, demonstrating some 
level of detail in analysis. Ideas 
presented demonstrate some 
degree of originality. 
Consideration given to 
materials with some regard to 
their working properties. 
Development work has been 
completed through 
experimentation with limited 
techniques and modelling in 
order to produce a final design 
solution. Shows some 
independence to produce an 
outcome with some evidence 
of good quality. Uses tools 
safely. Some effective testing 
completed and recorded and a 
range of suggested 
improvements stated.

Has conducted some relevant 
research with evidence of 
some analysis. Most ideas 
presented demonstrate some 
degree of originality. Some 
consideration has been given 
to materials with some regard 
to their working properties 
Some development work has 
been completed, 
demonstrating some degree 
of experimentation with 
some modelling in order to 
produce a final design 
solution.  Works with support 
to make an outcome with 
some evidence of accuracy. 
Uses tools safely. Some 
testing completed and 
recorded in a suitable format 
with some suggestions for 
improvements.

Investigations are basic and 
have some relevance. Design 
ideas are presented clearly. 
Basic consideration given to 
materials, with basic regard 
to their working properties. 
Development work is limited, 
only showing simple 
changes. Works with support 
to produce an outcome, using 
tools safely. Some testing 
completed. Brief evaluation 
with one or two  suggested 
improvements

Has produced limited 
investigations. Ideas not 
presented clearly. Limited 
consideration has been given 
to materials, A final design 
solution has been presented. 
Works with support to 
produce a simple outcome, 
using tools safely. Brief 
testing completed and the 
product briefly evaluated. 
There is a suggested 
improvement.
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ART Work demonstrates a confident 
grasp of the formal elements 
including tone, texture and 
colour. Ideas are well planned 
and intentions are confidently 
realised in the form of a final 
piece, which is completed to a 
very high standard. Contextual 
research is thoughtfully 
presented and demonstrates 
confident analytical skill and 
effective use of key words.

Work demonstrates a firm 
grasp of the formal elements 
including tone, texture and 
colour. Ideas are well planned 
and intentions are effectively 
realised in the form of a final 
piece, which is completed to 
a high standard. Contextual 
research is thoughtfully 
presented and demonstrates 
confident analytical skill.

Work demonstrates a 
competent grasp of the 
formal elements including 
tone, texture and colour. 
Ideas are planned and 
intentions are realised in the 
form of a final piece, which is 
completed to a competent 
standard. Contextual 
research is well presented 
and is beginning to become 
more analytical.

Work demonstrates an 
emerging understanding of 
the formal elements 
including tone, texture and 
colour. Planning for the final 
piece is simple, meaning that 
intentions are not always 
realised and work is left 
incomplete. Contextual 
research is beginning to show 
some skills of analysis but 
there is too much reliance 
upon biographical 
information and presentation 
is not considered.

MUSIC Sings a variety of repertoire 
including music for liturgy with 
assurance and expressive 
control. Performs and 
composes more complex parts 
and they will demonstrate an 
excellent understanding of the 
musical elements and basic 
notation. Listens to and 
appraises a range music using 
a wide range of musical 
vocabulary.

Sings a variety of repertoire 
including music for liturgy 
with security and control. 
Performs and composes 
simple melodies and parts 
with a good level of fluency 
and expression. Has good 
understanding of the musical 
elements and basic notation. 
Listens to and appraises a 
range of music using a range 
of musical vocabulary.

Sings a variety of repertoire 
including music for liturgy 
with fair accuracy and 
fluency. Performs and 
composes simple melodies 
and parts with increasing 
fluency. Has a sound 
understanding of the musical 
elements basic notation. 
Listens to and appraise a 
range of music using a fair 
range of musical vocabulary.

Sings a variety of repertoire 
including music for liturgy 
with increasing confidence. 
Attempt to perform and 
compose simple melodies 
and parts with increasing 
control. Has a working 
understanding of the musical 
elements basic notation. 
Listens to and describes a 
range of music using some 
musical vocabulary.
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SECOND FORM
MASTERED SECURE DEVELOPING EMERGING

ENGLISH Reading: Offers a confident 
and well-developed 
response to texts. Uses a 
range of relevant and 
interesting evidence to 
support ideas. Makes 
confident and well-
developed analysis of 
language and structure. 
Inference is detailed and 
specific.  
Writing: Communication 
and register is confident and 
controlled. Imaginative 
vocabulary has been chosen 
for effect. Paragraphs are 
used confidently and a 
variety of discourse markers 
are used to aid fluency. A 
wide range of sentence 
structures are used for effect. 
A range of punctuation is 
confidently used and 
spelling is mostly accurate, 
including some complex 
vocabulary.

Reading: Offers a more 
detailed personal 
understanding of texts using 
relevant evidence to support 
ideas. Can comment on and 
explain language and 
structural features in texts in a 
more detailed way. Clearly 
explains the effect of writer’s 
choices.  
Writing: Communication is 
successful and effective with 
some increasingly ambitious 
vocabulary chosen. 
Paragraphs are used 
accurately and ideas are 
clearly connected.  
 A variety of sentence forms 
used, sometimes for effect. A 
range of punctuation is 
successfully used and spelling 
is mainly accurate.

Reading: Makes relevant 
comments on texts. Some 
evidence or paraphrasing 
used. Begins to make simple 
reference to language and 
structural features in texts. 
Can make simple comments 
on the methods writers use 
and their effects.  
Writing: Communication is 
mostly clear. A conscious 
effort is made to choose 
vocabulary carefully. 
Paragraphs have been used 
clearly and linked using 
discourse markers. Increasing 
control over different 
sentence forms. Increasing 
control over punctuation and 
spelling, with ambitious 
words attempted.

Reading: Shows a simple 
personal response to the 
literal and surface meaning 
in texts with simple 
references made to support 
ideas.   
Writing: Communicates 
with some meaning and 
vocabulary has been 
chosen to express ideas in a 
clear way. Paragraphs have 
been used sometimes. 
Simple and compound 
sentences mainly used. 
Some evidence of accurate 
punctuation and spelling.
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MATHEMATICS Perform calculations 
confidently with indices, 
standard form, ratio and 
percentages. Show an 
interest in exploring 
mathematical patterns and 
number sequences, and use 
algebra to describe 
relationships. Work 
confidently with geometry, 
calculating areas and 
volumes of complex shapes, 
and interpret a wide range of 
statistical data.

Perform calculations with 
indices, standard form, ratio 
and proportion. Explore 
patterns in numbers and use 
algebra to describe 
relationships. Find areas of 
plane figures and volumes of 
prisms. Interpret statistical 
data using suitable diagrams.

Begin to calculate with 
indices and standard form, 
and use ratio and 
percentages to solve simple 
problems. Find areas and 
volumes of simple shapes. 
Recognise patterns in 
sequences of numbers and 
be able to describe them in 
words and using simple 
algebraic relationships.

Develop confidence in 
calculating with fractions 
and decimals, explore 
geometrical properties of 
shapes and be able to 
recognise simple 
mathematical patterns. 
Solve equations with two 
operations and brackets.
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RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION

Has demonstrated in 
multiple assessments that 
they can explain the 
meaning and purpose of a 
range of Gospel passages 
and how doctrines about the 
sacraments and life of grace 
have developed and can be 
lived now. Make relevant 
connections between 
different areas of study 
(doctrine, sources, 
structures, worship and life), 
showing how one area 
influences others, 
compare their own and 
others' responses to 
questions of belief and 
values, leading to reasonable 
explanations of their own 
and others’ views, in the 
light of religious teaching.

Has demonstrated that they 
can explain the meaning and 
purpose of a range of Gospel 
passages and how doctrines 
about the sacraments and life 
of grace have developed and 
can be lived now. They can 
make some relevant 
connections between 
different areas of study 
(doctrine, sources, structures, 
worship and life), showing 
how one area influences 
others, 
compare their own and 
others' responses to 
questions of belief and values, 
leading to reasonable 
explanations of their own and 
others’ views, in the light of 
religious teaching.

Has demonstrated that they 
can explore the meaning and 
purpose of a range of Gospel 
passages and how doctrines 
about the sacraments and life 
of grace have developed and 
can be lived now. They can 
make some limited 
connections between 
different areas of study 
(doctrine, sources, structures, 
worship and life), showing 
how one area influences 
others, 
compare their own and 
others' responses to 
questions of belief and 
values, leading to limited 
explanations of their own and 
others’ views, in the light of 
religious teaching.

Show some knowledge of 
the role and importance of 
the Gospels and grace and 
the place sacraments hold 
in the Christian life and how 
these shape the way 
Christians live. Use some 
contextually accurate and 
appropriate religious and 
specialist vocabulary.
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SCIENCE Demonstrate extensive 
knowledge and 
understanding related to 
organisms, the environment, 
materials, energy, forces and 
reactions. They can describe 
and explain the importance 
of a wide range of 
applications of scientific 
knowledge.  Pupils should be 
able to start analysing and 
evaluating data, including 
understanding of anomalous 
data.

Pupils can describe a wide 
range of scientific processes 
and phenomena, explaining 
evidence in support. Pupils 
are starting to explore, and 
gain understanding of 
abstract ideas. Pupils should 
also start competently 
applying knowledge in 
familiar situations

Pupils can describe, and 
model several scientific 
processes. They can use 
knowledge of organisms, 
environment, materials, 
reactions, energy and forces 
to recognise & compare 
properties, factors & 
relationships; suggesting 
answers to questions.

Pupils recognise apparatus, 
and describe observations 
with little support. They can 
link these to everyday 
experiences. 
Pupils will also be able to 
create informed predictions 
of experimental outcomes.

FRENCH/
GERMAN

Can understand longer 
passages and conversations 
in the past, present and 
future tenses, manipulate 
language and respond 
accurately

Can understand longer 
passages and conversations in 
the present and past tenses, 
manipulate language and 
respond accurately

Understand and respond 
with sentences in two tenses 
as well as giving opinions to a 
degree of accuracy

Recognise sentences in two 
tenses and can write 
sentences in the present 
tense with opinions using 
some accuracy
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HISTORY Produces developed analysis 
of causation, change and 
continuity and significance, 
and justified conclusions, 
explaining an argument. 
Excellent recall of accurate 
knowledge and good use of 
historical terminology. 
Beginning to make links 
between different historical 
events and periods studied.

Good recall of accurate 
knowledge and uses this to 
produce developed 
explanations of causation, 
change and continuity, and 
significance, with analysis of 
the relative importance of 
different aspects. Good 
evaluation of historical 
sources and interpretations.

Explains causes of events, 
elements of change and 
continuity, and significance, 
within structured extended 
writing and using historical 
terminology. Evaluates 
historical sources and 
interpretations.

Describes causes of events 
and elements of change 
and continuity using 
knowledge. Evaluates 
historical sources in a basic 
way based on their 
provenance. Begins to 
understand different 
interpretations.
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GEOGRAPHY Pupils use their knowledge 
and understanding of the 
geography of the UK and 
wider world to communicate 
and analyse the physical and 
human characteristics of 
places at a range of scales. 
They identify and analyse 
geographical concepts, 
processes and patterns and 
with growing independence, 
can identify geographical 
questions and issues using a 
range of skills. They present 
well-argued summaries of 
investigations, using 
accurate terminology, to 
reach substantiated 
conclusions.

Pupils use their knowledge 
and understanding of the 
geography of the UK and the 
wider world to describe, 
explain and begin to analyse 
physical and human 
characteristics, 
demonstrating understanding 
of how processes leads to 
diversity and change in 
places. Pupils can suggest 
relevant geographical 
questions and issues using a 
range of skills, and present 
their findings in a coherent 
way. Pupils use terminology 
with increased accuracy and 
frequency.

Pupils show knowledge and 
understanding of the UK and 
wider world, recognising and 
describing aspects of the 
physical and human features 
of places and environments, 
and have a good 
understanding of 
relationships between people 
and the environment. They 
start to establish a sequence 
of investigation, using 
appropriate evidence to 
reach plausible conclusions. 
They communicate their 
findings with increasing use 
of geographical terminology

Pupils show their 
knowledge and 
understanding in studies at 
a local scale, UK and the 
wider world, including 
globally significant physical 
and human features. They 
describe and compare 
some of the physical and 
human features of different 
places at various scales. 
They show some 
understanding of the links 
between places, people and 
the environment. They offer 
reasons for some of their 
observations and for their 
views and they use skills 
and sources of evidence to 
respond to a range of 
geographical questions. 
They are beginning to use 
geographical vocabulary 
more consistently.
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COMPUTING Use a variety of 
programming languages to 
write complex code, 
including branching and 
loops. Produce sophisticated 
documents in Excel, creating 
formulae in spreadsheets. 
Have a good knowledge of 
basic computer science and 
an in-depth understanding 
of how to stay safe online.

Construct spreadsheets in 
Excel using formulae 
effectively.  Design and 
implement more complex 
code to solve problems, 
showing an understanding of 
branching and loops. Show 
some knowledge of basic 
computer science and 
appreciate the importance of 
online safety.

Use Excel spreadsheets to 
perform calculations and 
being to understand more 
sophisticated programming 
concepts including branching 
and loops. Understand the 
fundamentals of computer 
design and know how to stay 
safe online.

Begin to use Excel 
spreadsheets to perform 
simple calculations. Show 
some developing ability to 
write more extensive 
programming code.  
Appreciate situations in 
which online safety could 
be an issue and know how 
to respond.
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DESIGN & 
TECHNOLOGY

Shows some focus when 
selecting and acquiring 
relevant research with a high 
level of detail in analysis. 
Imaginative and innovative 
ideas presented clearly, 
demonstrating a degree of 
creativity, flair and 
originality. Consideration 
given to materials with 
regard to their working 
properties. Good 
development work through 
experimentation with a 
variety of techniques and 
modelling in order to 
produce a final design 
solution. Works 
independently towards a 
good outcome that shows 
care and accuracy. Uses tools 
safely and with some skill. 
Evidence of quality control. 
Detailed testing and 
evaluation completed.

Has conducted relevant 
research with a high level of 
detail within their analysis. 
Imaginative and innovative 
ideas presented, 
demonstrating some degree 
of creativity, flair and 
originality. Consideration 
given to materials with some 
regard to their working 
properties. Good 
development work through 
experimentation with a 
variety of techniques and 
modelling in order to produce 
a final design solution. Works 
independently towards an 
outcome. Uses tools safely 
and with some skill. Testing 
completed and shows some 
detail with a good range of 
suggestions and justifications 
given for possible 
improvements.

Has conducted relevant 
research with a good level of 
detail in analysis. Ideas 
clearly presented, 
demonstrating some degree 
of creativity, flair and 
originality Consideration 
given to materials with some 
regard to their working 
properties. Development 
work has been completed 
through experimentation 
with some variety of 
techniques and modelling in 
order to produce a final 
design solution. Most of the 
outcome is made 
independently. Uses tools 
safely and with some skill. 
Some effective testing 
completed and recorded with 
a range of suggested 
improvements that have 
been justified.

Has conducted some 
relevant research with 
some level of detail in 
analysis. Ideas presented, 
demonstrate some degree 
of originality. Consideration 
given to materials with 
some regard to their 
working properties. 
Development work has 
been completed through 
experimentation with 
limited techniques and 
modelling in order to 
produce. Shows some 
independence to make an 
outcome. Uses tools safely. 
Some evidence of quality 
control. Some effective 
testing completed and 
recorded with a range of 
suggested improvement.
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ART Work demonstrates a 
confident grasp of the formal 
elements including shape, 
tone, texture and colour.  
Ideas are thoroughly 
planned and intentions are 
fully realised in the form of a 
final piece, which is 
completed to an excellent 
standard. Contextual 
research is thoughtfully 
presented and demonstrates 
confident analytical skill and 
effective use of key words.

Work demonstrates a firm 
grasp of the formal including 
shape, tone, texture and 
colour. 
Ideas are well planned and 
intentions are confidently 
realised in the form of a final 
piece, which is completed to a 
high standard. Contextual 
research is thoughtfully 
presented and demonstrates 
confident analytical skill.

-Work demonstrates a 
competent grasp of the 
formal elements including 
shape, tone, texture and 
colour. Ideas are planned and 
intentions are realised in the 
form of a final piece, which is 
completed to a competent 
standard. Contextual 
research is well presented 
and is beginning to become 
more analytical

-Work demonstrates an 
emerging understanding of 
the formal elements 
including shape, tone, 
texture and colour. 
Planning for the final piece 
is ill considered, meaning 
that intentions are not 
always successfully realised 
and work is left incomplete. 
Contextual research is 
beginning to show better 
skills of analysis but there is 
too much reliance upon 
biographical information 
and presentation is not 
considered.

MUSIC Sings and plays a variety of 
repertoire as a soloist and in 
an ensemble with technical 
and expressive assurance. 
Composes with balance, 
contrast and excellent 
control of the musical 
elements. Evaluates how the 
musical elements are used in 
a wide range of musical 
styles, genres and periods.

Sings and plays a variety of 
repertoire as a soloist and in 
an ensemble with security 
and control. Composes with 
some balance, contrast and 
good control of the musical 
elements. Explains how a 
range of musical elements are 
used in a variety of styles, 
genres and periods.

Sings and plays a variety of 
repertoire as a soloist and in 
an ensemble with fluency, co-
ordination and increasing 
expression. Composes sound 
ideas with some control of 
the musical elements. 
Describes how a range of 
musical elements are used in 
different styles, genres and 
periods.

Sings and plays a variety of 
repertoire as a soloist and 
in an ensemble with 
increasing fluency and 
control. Composes simple 
ideas and attempts to 
develop them. Describes 
how the main musical 
elements are used in a 
range of styles and genres.
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THIRD FORM
MASTERED SECURE DEVELOPING EMERGING

ENGLISH Reading: Offers perceptive 
interpretations of texts 
supported by a range of 
precisely chosen evidence. 
Convincing analysis of how 
writers use language and 
structure to influence 
readers and achieve effects. 
Confident analysis of a range 
of writer’s methods and 
exploration of how effective 
and impactful they are for 
the reader. 
Writing: Communication is 
convincing and sophisticated 
using ambitious and 
imaginative vocabulary. 
Linked paragraphs are 
employed for impact using a 
wide variety of discourse 
markers. Sentence forms are 
crafted for effect. Highly 
accurate punctuation and 
spelling, including complex 
vocabulary, are used 
consistently.

Reading: Offers a confident 
and well-developed response 
to texts. Uses a range of 
relevant and interesting 
evidence to support ideas. 
Makes confident and well-
developed analysis of 
language and structure. 
Inference is detailed and 
specific.  
Writing: Communication and 
register is confident and 
controlled. Imaginative 
vocabulary has been chosen 
for effect. Paragraphs are used 
confidently and a variety of 
discourse markers are used to 
aid fluency. A wide range of 
sentence structures are used 
for effect. A range of 
punctuation is confidently 
used and spelling is mostly 
accurate, including some 
complex vocabulary.

Reading: Offers a more 
detailed personal 
understanding of texts using 
relevant evidence to support 
ideas. Can comment on and 
explain language and 
structural features in texts in 
a more detailed way. Clearly 
explains the effect of writer’s 
choices.  
Writing: Communication is 
successful and effective with 
some increasingly ambitious 
vocabulary chosen. 
Paragraphs are used 
accurately and ideas are 
clearly connected.  
 A variety of sentence forms 
used, sometimes for effect. A 
range of punctuation is 
successfully used and 
spelling is mainly accurate.

Reading: Makes relevant 
comments on texts. Some 
evidence or paraphrasing 
used. Begins to make 
simple reference to 
language and structural 
features in texts. Can make 
simple comments on the 
methods writers use and 
their effects.  
Writing: Communication is 
mostly clear. A conscious 
effort is made to choose 
vocabulary carefully. 
Paragraphs have been used 
clearly and linked using 
discourse markers. 
Increasing control over 
different sentence forms. 
Increasing control over 
punctuation and spelling, 
with ambitious words 
attempted.
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MATHEMATICS Solve a wide range of 
sophisticated problems, find 
generalisations, justifications 
and proofs using 
mathematical language, 
applying sound knowledge 
of calculation methods, 
geometrical reasoning 
(including circles, 
trigonometry and 
Pythagoras’ Theorem) and 
algebraic methods (including 
quadratic functions and 
simultaneous equations).

Calculate with ratios and 
percentages and use them to 
solve problems. Be able to use 
trigonometric ratios and 
Pythagoras’ Theorem in right-
angled triangles and calculate 
more complex areas and 
volumes. Have some 
understanding of the 
properties of quadratic 
functions and start solving 
equations.

Use ratio, proportion and 
percentages in calculations. 
Find areas and volumes and 
begin to understand 
trigonometric ratios in right-
angled triangles.  Recognise 
quadratic functions, their 
graphs and properties.

Perform calculations with 
whole numbers, fractions, 
decimals and percentages 
and solve multi-step 
problems. Solve simple 
linear equations and use 
formulae, apply 
geometrical reasoning to 
shapes and angles.
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RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION

Has demonstrated in 
multiple assessments that 
they can explain the 
meaning and purpose of a 
range of scripture passages 
and explain in detail how the 
Church developed doctrine 
and enacted Jesus’ mission 
throughout Church history 
from Pentecost to now.  
They are able to present an 
argument for a particular 
point of view, showing an 
awareness of different views 
and arrive at judgements 
that are supported by 
evidence and accurately 
outline the nature of 
different debates within 
Theology, Philosophy and 
Ethics.

Has demonstrated that they 
can explain the meaning and 
purpose of a range of 
scripture passages and how 
the Church developed 
doctrine and enacted Jesus’ 
mission throughout Church 
history from Pentecost to 
now.  
They are able to present an 
argument for a point of view, 
showing an awareness of 
different views and arrive at 
judgements that are 
supported by evidence and 
outline the nature of different 
debates within Theology, 
Philosophy and Ethics.

Has demonstrated that they 
can explore the meaning and 
purpose of a range of 
scripture passages and how 
the Church developed 
doctrine and enacted Jesus’ 
mission throughout Church 
history from Pentecost to 
now.  
They are able to present an 
argument for a particular 
point of view and arrive at 
judgements and outline the 
nature of different debates 
within Theology, Philosophy 
and Ethics.

Demonstrate some 
knowledge and 
understanding of the 
meaning of a range of 
episodes and issues from 
Church history from 
Pentecost to now and the 
nature of the Church. 
Demonstrate some 
knowledge and 
understanding of, doctrine, 
belief and theological 
concepts, questions of 
meaning and purpose. 
Use some contextually 
accurate and appropriate 
religious and specialist 
vocabulary.
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SCIENCE Pupils demonstrate both 
depth and breadth of 
knowledge and 
understanding. The can 
analyse findings, interpret 
trends, and show patterns. 
Pupils communicate ideas, 
arguments and data with an 
awareness of the degree of 
uncertainty, and are 
evaluated critically. Pupils 
adjust practical method 
enhancing safety or outcome 
without encouragement.

Pupils are able to confidently 
explain abstract ideas, and 
use knowledge in unfamiliar 
contexts. They are analysing 
findings to draw detailed 
conclusions, and evaluating 
evidence to make reasoned 
improvements to practical 
methods.

Pupils are recognising and 
explaining the purpose of 
technological and scientific 
advances. They use 
knowledge and 
understanding to link cause 
and effect, often making 
generalisations. They can 
start to develop, and explain, 
‘fair test’ experimental 
practice.

Pupils can describe 
observations without 
support, and model 
scientific processes with 
support. The can use 
knowledge to suggest 
answers to questions.

FRENCH/
GERMAN

Can produce longer passages 
and conversations in a range 
of past, present and future 
tenses, manipulate language 
and respond accurately

Can produce longer passages 
and conversations in the past, 
present and future tenses, 
manipulate language and 
respond with a degree of 
accuracy

Recognise and understand 
sentences in three tenses and 
can respond in at least two 
with a range of opinions and 
some accuracy

Recognise sentences in at 
least three tenses and can 
respond with a range of 
opinions using a degree of 
accuracy
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HISTORY Produces developed analysis 
of causation, change and 
continuity and significance, 
using historical terminology 
confidently, with a balanced 
argument and justified 
conclusion. Makes 
developed links between 
different historical events 
and periods studied. Makes 
inferences from historical 
sources and can evaluate 
them astutely.

Uses accurate knowledge and 
historical terminology to 
analyse causation, change 
and continuity, and 
significance, using 
introductions and conclusions 
effectively and presenting 
arguments. Thorough 
evaluation of historical 
sources and interpretations, 
and can use these within 
extended writing.

Produces developed 
explanations of causation, 
change and continuity, and 
significance, with analysis of 
the relative importance of 
different aspects. Good 
evaluation of historical 
sources and interpretations.

Explains causes of events, 
elements of change and 
continuity, and significance, 
within structured extended 
writing. Some recall of 
accurate knowledge. Basic 
evaluation of historical 
sources and 
interpretations.
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GEOGRAPHY Pupils use their knowledge 
and understanding to clearly 
communicate, analyse, 
evaluate and predict 
complex relationships 
between people and the 
environment, identifying and 
evaluating current problems 
and issues over a range of 
scales. They can confidently 
select and evaluate relevant 
questions and issues using a 
wide range of skills, making 
informed and reasoned 
judgements to present 
effective, accurate and well-
substantiated conclusions. 
Pupils always use 
terminology accurately and 
appropriately.

Pupils use their knowledge 
and understanding of the 
geography of the UK and 
wider world to communicate 
and analyse the physical and 
human characteristics of 
places at a range of scales. 
They identify and analyse 
geographical concepts, 
processes and patterns and 
with growing independence, 
can identify geographical 
questions and issues using a 
range of skills. They present 
well-argued summaries of 
investigations, using accurate 
terminology, to reach 
substantiated conclusions.

Pupils use their knowledge 
and understanding of the 
geography of the UK and the 
wider world to describe, 
explain and begin to analyse 
physical and human 
characteristics, 
demonstrating 
understanding of how 
processes leads to diversity 
and change in places. Pupils 
can suggest relevant 
geographical questions and 
issues using a range of skills, 
and present their findings in 
a coherent way. Pupils use 
terminology with increased 
accuracy and frequency

Pupils show knowledge and 
understanding of the UK 
and wider world, 
recognising and describing 
aspects of the physical and 
human features of places 
and environments, and 
have a good understanding 
of relationships between 
people and the 
environment. They start to 
establish a sequence of 
investigation, using 
appropriate evidence to 
reach plausible 
conclusions. They 
communicate their findings 
with increasing use of 
geographical terminology
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DESIGN & 
TECHNOLOGY

Shows insight in conducting 
research and a high level of 
detail in analysis. Unique, 
imaginative and innovative 
ideas presented, 
demonstrating creativity, 
flair and originality. Materials 
selected with regard to their 
working properties. Excellent 
development work through 
experimentation in order to 
produce a detailed final 
design solution. Works 
independently to produce 
challenging and demanding 
outcomes of high quality. 
Use appropriate tools safely 
and with confidence and 
skill. Detailed testing and 
evaluation completed.

Shows some judgement in 
conducting research and a 
high level of detail in analysis.  
Unique, imaginative and 
innovative ideas presented, 
demonstrating a degree of 
creativity, flair and originality 
Consideration given to 
materials with regard to their 
working properties. Excellent 
development work through 
experimentation in order to 
produce a final design 
solution. Works 
independently to produce 
outcomes of high quality. 
Uses appropriate tools safely 
and with some confidence 
and skill. Detailed testing and 
evaluation completed.

Shows some focus in 
conducting research and a 
high level of detail in 
analysis. Imaginative and 
innovative ideas presented 
clearly, demonstrating a 
degree of creativity, flair and 
originality. Consideration 
given to materials with regard 
to their working properties. 
Good development work 
through experimentation 
with a variety of techniques 
and modelling. Works 
independently towards a 
good outcome that shows 
care and accuracy. Uses tools 
safely and with some skill. 
Detailed testing and 
evaluation completed.

Has conducted relevant 
research with a fair level of 
detail in analysis. 
Imaginative and innovative 
ideas presented, 
demonstrating some 
degree of creativity, flair 
and originality. 
Consideration given to 
materials with some regard 
to their working properties. 
Good development work 
through experimentation in 
order to produce a final 
design solution 
Works independently 
towards an outcome. Uses 
appropriate tools safely and 
with some skill. Testing 
completed and shows some 
detail. A good range of 
suggestions and 
justifications given for 
possible improvements.
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ART Work demonstrates a 
confident grasp of the formal 
elements including space, 
shape, tone, texture and 
colour. Personal ideas are 
maturely developed and 
intentions are fully realised 
in the form of a final piece, 
which is completed to an 
excellent standard. 
Contextual research is 
thoughtfully presented and 
demonstrates mature 
analytical skill which utilises 
key words and art 
vocabulary

-Work demonstrates a firm 
grasp of the formal elements 
including space, shape, tone, 
texture and colour.  Ideas are 
well planned and intentions 
are confidently realised in the 
form of a final piece, which is 
completed to a high standard. 
Contextual research is 
thoughtfully presented and 
demonstrates confident 
analytical skill

Work demonstrates a 
competent grasp of the 
formal elements including 
space, shape, tone, texture 
and colour. Ideas are planned 
and intentions are realised in 
the form of a final piece, 
which is completed to a 
competent standard. 
Contextual research is well 
presented and is beginning to 
become more analytical

Work demonstrates an 
emerging understanding of 
the formal elements 
including space, shape, 
tone, texture and colour. 
Planning for the final piece 
is ill considered, meaning 
that intentions are not 
always successfully realised 
and work is left incomplete. 
Contextual research is 
beginning to show better 
skills of analysis but there is 
too much reliance upon 
biographical information 
and presentation is not 
considered.

MUSIC Sings and plays a variety of 
more complex repertoire as 
a soloist and in an ensemble 
with technical and 
expressive assurance. 
Composes extended pieces 
with complete assurance 
and excellent control of the 
musical elements. Evaluates 
in detail a wide range of 
music using sophisticated 
vocabulary.

Sings and plays a variety of 
more complex repertoire as a 
soloist and in an ensemble 
with a sound level of technical 
and expressive assurance. 
Composes extended pieces 
with increasing assurance and 
good control of the musical 
elements. Evaluates a wide 
range of music using a range 
of relevant vocabulary.

Sings and plays a variety of 
repertoire as a soloist and in 
an ensemble with good 
technical and expressive 
control. Composes with 
balance, contrast and good 
control of the musical 
elements. Explains how the 
musical elements are used in 
a range of musical styles, 
genres and periods.

Sings and plays a variety of 
repertoire as a soloist and 
in an ensemble with 
increasing fluency, co-
ordination and expression. 
Composes and develops 
sound ideas with some 
control of the musical 
elements. Describes how a 
range of musical elements 
are used in different styles, 
genres and periods.
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