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1. Ancient History 

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 

Ancient History gives pupils the opportunity to study the glories of Ancient Greece and the rise of 

the Roman Empire, including some of the defining moments in western history. The particular 

focus of the course is on the fascinating, brutal and at times frankly bizarre culture of Ancient 

Sparta, along with the Machiavellian rise to power of the first Roman Emperor, Augustus. The 

course allows study of a wide range of interesting and important themes in politics, warfare, 

relationships and many others, and raises challenging questions about our own social norms and 

mores. The course is primarily source-based; pupils will read and evaluate a wealth of source 

material from both cultures in English. Assessment is primarily essay-based, and takes place 

through two written examinations at the end of the two year course. 

Pupils will: 

- Study a wide range of source material from Ancient Greece and Rome in English translation, 

evaluating the usefulness and reliability of the sources for the historian. 

- Study one period of Greek and one period of Roman history in broad outline. 

- Engage in an in-depth study of two periods each of Greek and Roman history and culture 

based on primary sources. 

- Develop their skills in extended writing, learning how to structure arguments on 

- a wide range of topics and writing essays. 

- Discuss complex themes and topics at the very heart of human existence, including love, war 

and politics. 

Course Specification 

Assessment 

  Unit Title and length of exam   

  A Level % of total A level marks 

Paper 1 Greek Period Study and Greek Depth Study 

(150 minute exam) 

50% of A level 

Paper 2 Roman Period Study and Roman Depth Study 

(150 minute exam) 

50% of A level 

  AS level % of total AS level marks 

Paper 1 Relations between Greek and non-Greek states 

(90 minute exam) 

50% of AS level 

Paper 2 The Julio-Claudian Emperors  

(90 minute exam) 

50% of AS level 
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2. Art & Design 

EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel 

Art and Design builds upon the knowledge and skills acquired at GCSE level, providing ample 

opportunities for pupils to explore areas of personal interest, experiment with a range of 

methods and approaches and to develop their own artistic style. Pupils are encouraged to be 

self-critical and adventurous in their approach, thoroughly documenting their own creative 

journey. Pupils are encouraged to seek inspiration from a variety of sources and to engage 

critically with the work of artists. To support pupils’ artistic development the department 

arranges visits to galleries and exhibitions. Drawing is a fundamental part of the course and 

working from direct observation forms the initial response to a project. Pupils analyse and 

record visual information that is then developed imaginatively and expressively in paint, 

printmaking, sculpture or other related media. The assessment schedule provides ample 

opportunity for pupils to respond creatively to open-ended titles. Pupils benefit from working 

in a department with a wide range of teacher expertise and a culture of experimentation 

which makes A level study creative, challenging and fulfilling. 

Pupils will: 

- Through practice and experimentation develop highly refined skills in a broad variety of 

media and processes, from painting to printmaking. 

- Through research and discussion, develop the ability to talk and write about works of art. 

- Learn to work more independently, devising their own project starting point that allows them 

to explore avenues of personal interest. 

- Develop confident oral communication skills through small group discussions based on their 

own and other’s work. 
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Course Specification 

Assessment 

  Unit Title and length of exam   

  AS (Year 1) % of total AS level marks 

Unit 1 Personal Investigation ‘My London’  

(Coursework) 

50% of AS level 

Unit 2 Externally Set Assignment  

(10 hour examination) 

50% of AS level 

  A level (Year 2) % of total A level marks 

Unit 1 Personal Investigation  

(Coursework) 

60% of A level 

Unit 2 Externally Set Assignment  

(15 hour examination) 

40% of A level 
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3. Biology 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

The AS and A Level Biology course have been designed to engage and inspire pupils by showing 

how an understanding of many contemporary issues requires a grasp of fundamental biological 

ideas. Whilst a great deal of the course is theory based, pupils will have many opportunities to 

improve their practical skills whilst also learning the importance of critical thinking and analytical 

enquiry. 

The course ranges in focus from the smallest units of life to the management of complex 

ecosystems encouraging pupils to apply scientific and rigorous thinking to understand the 

natural world better. It is a subject which provides not only a key foundation for medical-

related and scientific careers, but a background into scientific thinking which is an important 

enduring lifeskill. 

The most successful pupils are engaged and conscientious but most importantly those that have a 

genuine interest in science and the natural world. The course is organised around eight topics. 

Topics 1-4 are: Biological molecules, Cells, Organisms exchange substances with their 

environment, Genetic information, variation and relationships between organisms. Topics 5-8 are: 

Energy transfers in and between organisms, Organisms respond to changes in their internal and 

external environments, Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems and The control of gene 

expression. 

Pupils will: 

- Develop precise scientific knowledge and understanding of complex biological systems. 

- Acquire essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of the subject and how they 

relate to each other. 

- Demonstrate a deep appreciation of the skills, knowledge and understanding of scientific 

methods. 

- Show competence and confidence in a variety of practical, mathematical and problem-solving 

skills. 

- Have an understanding of how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the 

sciences contribute to the success of the economy and society. 
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Course Specification 

Assessment 

  Unit Title and length of exam   

  A level % of total A level marks 

Paper 1 Content from topics 1-4 including relevant practical 

skills (120 minute exam) 

35% of A level 

Paper 2 Content from topics 5-8 including relevant practical 

skills (120 minute exam) 

35% of A level 

Paper 3 Content from topics 1-8 including relevant practical 

skills (120 minute exam) 

30% of A level 

  AS level % of total AS level marks 

Paper 1 Content from topics 1-4 including relevant practical 

skills (90 minute exam) 

50% of AS level 

Paper 2 Content from topics 1-4 including relevant practical 

skills (90 minute exam) 

50% of AS level 
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4. Business 

EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel 

Business offers pupils the opportunity to explore the world of work before entering into it fully, 

And equips pupils with an understanding of how to start a business, how larger businesses 

operate, and what decisions businesses make and why. It seeks to provide a good balance 

between theory and practice, giving pupils the opportunity to study individual business models in 

some depth. In an increasingly globalised economy, the course provides insights on international 

business and the implications of a fast changing global market. Business pupils often go on to 

study the subject further at university, either as a single subject, or combined with a 

complementary subject, such as Finance, Management or ICT. 

The four Themes for study are “Marketing and People”, “Managing Business Activities”, “Business 

Decisions and Strategy” and “Global Business”. Themes 1 and 2 are studied in the first year, with 

the more advanced Theme 3 and 4 studied in the second year. 

The new A-Level specification closely mirrors previous versions. The main difference is in the 

assessment, which will assess a range of subject topics over three papers, using a mix of case 

study, and short response questions. 

Pupils will: 

- Create their own business plan, in order to better understand the challenges and difficulties of 

starting a business, as well as being introduced to key business language. 

- Gain an understanding of the four functional areas of a business, and consider the differing 

roles and objectives of Finance, Human Resources, Operations and Marketing. 

- Discuss the role of international trade and markets in business planning, with reference to 

international and domestic competitiveness. 

- Consider the external environment of Business, looking at how Political, Economic, Social, 

Technological and Legal factors have a role to play in business decision making. 
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Course Specification 

Assessment 

  Unit Title and length of exam   

  A level % of total A level marks 

Paper 1 Marketing, People and Global Businesses  

(Themes 1 & 4) (120 minute exam) 

35% of A level 

Paper 2 Business Activities, Decisions and Strategy 

(Themes 2 & 3) (120 minute exam) 

35% of A level 

Paper 3 Investigating Businesses in a Competitive Environment 

(Themes 1 & 4) (120 minute exam) 

30% of A level 

  AS level % of total AS level marks 

Paper 1 Marketing and People 

(Theme 1) (90 minute exam) 

50% of AS level 

Paper 2 The UK Economy - Managing Business Activities 

(Theme 2) (90 minute exam) 

50% of AS level 
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5. Chemistry 

EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel 

The Chemistry A Level course is designed to expand and build on the basics learnt at GCSE level, 

focusing on those topics that explain many aspects of the environment around us in terms of the 

material world. 

The course provides an in-depth understanding of the structure of the atom and bonds between 

atoms. Pupils gain a thorough understanding of the logic contained within the Periodic Table, 

developing an understanding of patterns of properties of elements identified in the table. Pupils 

further explore the impact of a range of chemical reactions, considering: energy changes, speed, 

mechanisms of reactions and reversible reactions. Pupils explore environmental chemistry, 

organic (carbon compound) chemistry, electrochemistry and transition metals in particular depth. 

Pupils will be assessed for their understanding and problem solving through practical and 

theoretical work. Chemistry is an essential A level for pupils considering a medical-related career. 

Successful chemistry students are also able to study chemical engineering, materials science and 

the natural sciences. 

Pupils will: 

- Understand how chemical theory explains every-day observations. 

- Understand chemical theory to a detailed level and be able to apply this to unfamiliar 

situations. 

- Perform relevant calculations to predict and explain observed phenomena. 

- Carry out practical experiments to obtain useful data. 

Course Specification 

Assessment 

  Unit Title and length of exam % of total A level marks 

Paper 1 Advanced Inorganic and Physical Chemistry 

(105 minute exam) 

30% of A level 

Paper 2 Advanced Organic and Physical Chemistry 

(105 minute exam) 

30% of A level 

Paper 3 General and Practical Principles in Chemistry 

(150 minute exam) 

40% of A level 

  Science Practical Endorsement: Candidates are expected to 

gain 12 practical techniques which will be demonstrated in 

16 Chemistry Core Practicals 
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6. Classical Greek 

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 

Classical Greek at AS and A2 gives pupils the chance to build on their knowledge of the Greek 

language by studying a more authentic style of texts written by a wider range of authors. A 

consolidation of grammar and vocabulary allows pupils to appreciate the subtlety and flexibility 

of Greek, improving logical thought processes and conceptual understanding, and exposing 

them to a variety of texts which are central to the formation of our culture. These texts give 

direct access to a remarkable corpus of ancient literature, philosophy, history and law. In the 

lower sixth pupils will concentrate on developing their knowledge of the language as well as 

having the opportunity to read more widely Greek literary and historical texts. In the upper 

sixth pupils will engage in a more in-depth study of Homer’s Odyssey and Plato’s Apology. 

Pupils will become more familiar with the language by reading a wider range of authors, and 

translating from English into Greek. 

Pupils will: 

- Develop their knowledge of the language by studying grammar to a higher level and by 

expanding their vocabulary. 

- Gain fluency in the language by translating from English into Greek and by reading a wide 

variety of Classical Greek prose and verse authors. 

- Study in depth a prose and a verse set texts from major writers and thinkers such as Homer 

and Plato. 

- Discuss and write about the complex literary, legal and historical themes raised by these texts. 

Course Specification 

Assessment 

  Unit Title and length of exam   

  A level % of total A level marks 

Paper 1 Unseen Translation  

(150 minute exam) 

33% of A level 

Paper 2 Prose Composition  

(75 minute exam) 

17% of A level 

Paper 3 Prose Literature  

(120 minute exam) 

25% of A level 

Paper 4 Verse Literature  

(120 minute exam) 

25% of A level 
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7. Design & Technology 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

A level Product Design is a rigorous and demanding course which provides pupils with the 

skills and knowledge to respond to real world problems. Pupils will develop their capacity to 

create solutions to design problems by exploring the complex relationship between products 

and people. 

The qualification is made up of 50% coursework and 50% examination. The coursework unit 

comprises of a portfolio of the pupil’s design work and a working prototype of their design 

solution. Pupils work independently to meet demanding deadlines and the outcome offers huge 

insight to the capacity of pupils to solve problems creatively. Consequently, portfolios are 

frequently used at university interviews for architecture, engineering and design based courses. 

The exam papers for both AS and A level require pupils to have a rich knowledge base of 

materials and manufacturing techniques, the role of the designer in society, as well as good 

analytical and evaluative skills. 15% of the marks awarded in the exam(s) will be awarded for the 

application of scientific and mathematical knowledge to design-based scenarios. 

This year sixth form pupils have enjoyed a visit to the Whitechapel Bell Foundry to consolidate 

their knowledge of historical and present day casting methods, as well as a tour of the New 

Designers Exhibition which showcases final year degree work from a range of design-based 

university courses. 

Pupils will: 

- Derive their coursework project from set contexts at AS level or have freedom to choose their 

own coursework context at A level. 

- Study design in its wider social, moral and historical context. 

- Increase knowledge of materials and manufacturing technologies. 

- Work independently to study, research and develop project and time management, 

communication and practical skills. 
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Course Specification 

Assessment 

  Unit Title and length of exam   

  A level % of total A level marks 

Unit 1 Core Principles: Technical, Design & Making 

(2 hour exam) 

25% of A level 

Unit 2 Specialist Knowledge: Technical, Design & Making 

(2 hour exam) 

25% of A level 

Unit 3 Application: Design & Making  

(45 hour coursework) 

50% of A level 

  AS level % of total AS level marks 

Unit 1 Core Principles: Technical & Specialist Knowledge 

(2 hour exam) 

50% of AS level 

Unit 2 Application: Design & Making  

(35 hour coursework) 

50% of AS level 
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8. Economics 

EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel 

As a new subject to most pupils, Economics offers a fresh perspective on the world in which we 

live. Pupils will investigate the role that resources play in everyday life, building up a scientific 

understanding of the market in microeconomics (Themes 1 and 3), whilst exploring wider 

economic issues such as interest rates, inflation and other indicators in macroeconomics 

(Themes 2 and 4). 

Economics is a very accessible subject, drawing on scientific and mathematical understanding, in 

an applied way, whilst offering an opportunity for debate and discussion in the more subjective 

areas of the course. Pupils with a desire to understand the world around them will find much to 

enjoy. 

The subject complements most other A levels, providing an excellent subject for pupils who are 

mathematically confident and interested in current affairs. 

A number of economic theories are covered, as are the works of notable economic thinkers 

including Smith, Hayek, Keynes, Marx and Nash. Pupils have the opportunity to assess economic 

behaviour and to explore key events which shape our current world such as the global financial 

crisis of 2008. 

Pupils will: 

- Develop key critical skills for assessing the functioning of an economy. They will have to justify 

their own views in writing and in discussion. 

- Build up a detailed and scientific understanding of markets, through analysis of Supply and 

Demand graphs in the first year, and Revenue and Cost graphs in the second year. 

- Be able to identify, discuss and critique a range of government policies, including Monetary, 

Fiscal and Supply side policies. 

- Explore a range of economic viewpoints, from Classical to Keynesian. 
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Course Specification 

Assessment 

  Unit Title and length of exam   

  A level % of total A level marks 

Paper 1 Markets and Business Behaviour  

(Theme 1 & 3) (120 minute exam) 

35% of A level 

Paper 2 The National and Global Economy  

(Theme 2 & 4) (120 minute exam) 

35% of A level 

Paper 3 Microeconomics & Macroeconomics  

(Themes 1 - 4) 

30% of A level 

  AS level % of total AS level marks 

Paper 1 Introduction to markets and Market Failure 

(Theme 1) (90 minute exam) 

50% of AS level 

Paper 2 The UK Economy - Performance & Policies 

(Theme 2) (90 minute exam) 

50% of AS level 
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9. English Literature 

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 

English Literature A level builds on the skills developed at GCSE, giving pupils the opportunity to 

develop their interest in and enjoyment of literature. They are encouraged to read widely and 

independently, engaging with the set texts and other texts they have selected themselves. They 

engage creatively and critically with a substantial body of writing, both from the canon and from 

more contemporary sources, and they develop and effectively apply their knowledge of literary 

analysis and evaluation in discussion and written assignments. 

Pupils are also encouraged to explore the contexts of the books they are studying and to read 

widely from critical authors. Studying this subject requires commitment, a genuine enthusiasm 

for reading and a willingness to hone writing skills. English Literature A level provides a 

foundation for undergraduate literary studies of English Literature but also rewarding and 

highly valued critical skills and insights into history and culture from a modern perspective, 

useful for lifelong learning. 

Pupils are required to write about unseen prose and poetry and they will undertake one 

coursework assignment which is worth 20% of the final marks. 

We will study three components: Drama and Poetry pre-1900, which includes study of a play by 

Shakespeare and comparison of one drama and one poetry text both of which were written 

before 1900; Comparative and Contextual Study, which includes comparison of two prose texts 

which have similar concerns or areas of thematic interest, and critical appreciation of a passage 

of unseen prose; Coursework on literature written after 1900. 

Pupils will: 

- Synthesise and reflect upon their knowledge and understanding of a range of literary texts 

and ways of reading them, from Shakespeare to more contemporary authors. 

-  Make appropriate use of the conventions of writing in literary studies, including 

references to  

quotations and sources. 

- Hone their skills in extended essay writing and become confident in using written English 

accurately and effectively to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding. 

- Write under examination conditions but also spend time researching and writing extended 

pieces of coursework. 
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Course Specification 

Assessment 

  Unit Title and length of exam   

  A level % of total A level marks 

Paper 1 Drama and Poetry pre 1900  

(150 minute exam) 

40% of A level 

Paper 2 Comparative and contextual study  

(150 minute exam) 

40% of A level 

Paper 3 Literature post 1900 

(3000 words of coursework) 

20% of A level 
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10. French 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

French A level builds on the skills developed at GCSE, giving pupils the ability to understand 

spoken and written French at a high level whilst also providing pupils with the tools to 

communicate confidently in written and spoken form. As well as building on the technical aspects 

of learning French, pupils gain insights into the rich culture of the Francophone world. In 

preparing for examinations pupils will look at literature, follow the news, immerse themselves in 

all aspects of French culture: ranging from art and literature to the latest trends in music. 

Studying a language to A level requires commitment and a genuine enthusiasm for expanding 

vocabulary and precision in communication and a willingness to keep reviewing and practising 

the language. 

French A level provides a foundation for further study in languages, a rewarding and highly 

valued lifelong skill and insights into how other people communicate in today’s world. 

Pupils will: 

- Develop their spoken French through participation in class debates, role plays and 

discussions. 

- Develop their understanding of spoken French through watching plays, films and news 

reports in French. 

- Develop a secure foundation of the key grammatical structures of the language through 

practice exercises and exposure to more complex rules and patterns of speech. 

- Through preparation for the speaking examination, research an area of interest in modern 

French life and culture, such as aspects of French-speaking society or responses to 

immigration. 
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Course Specification 

Assessment 

  Unit Title and length of exam   

  A level % of total A level marks 

Unit 1 Written exam: Listening, Reading and Translation into 

English and Translation into French 

(150 minute exam) 

50% of A level 

Unit 2 Written exam Two Essays: One text and one film or two 

texts 

(120 minute exam) 

20% of A level 

Unit 3 Speaking (21-23 minutes) - Including 5 minutes 

preparation time 

30% of A level 

  AS level % of total AS level marks 

Unit 1 Written exam: Listening, Reading and Translation into 

English 

(105 minute exam) 

45% of AS level 

Unit 2 Written exam: Translation into French. Essay on set text 

or film 

(90 minute exam) 

25% of AS level 

Unit 3 Speaking (12-14 minutes) - plus 15 minutes 

preparation time (60 marks) 

30% of AS level 
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11. Further Mathematics 

EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel 

As well as being a highly regarded subject in its own right, Mathematics is an excellent partner 

for many other subjects, especially Sciences, Geography and Economics. At A Level, Mathematics 

is divided into two branches, Pure Maths (the Core units) and Applied Maths (Mechanics and 

Statistics). In Pure Maths pupils will develop and extend skills in algebra and trigonometry, as 

well as meeting new topics such as differentiation and integration (calculus), logarithms, 

functions, vectors and mathematical proof. Mechanics looks at how algebraic techniques can be 

used to model real-world problems, with a particular emphasis on Newton’s Laws (which pupils 

may already have met in Physics) applied to systems of forces. In Statistics pupils will use 

mathematical techniques to analyse and interpret data, and see how mathematical probability 

models such as the normal distribution can be used to predict future outcomes, assessing the 

reliability predictions using the concept of hypothesis testing; this will include the use of 

technology to explore large sets of real world data. 

Pupils will: 

- Learn how to analyse and solve increasingly complex problems, developing the use of logic in 

mathematical arguments. 

- Appreciate the importance of rigorous proof in establishing mathematical concepts. 

- Apply algebraic methods to model the physical world. 

- Develop the ability to make inferences and predictions based on detailed analysis of data. 
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12. Geography 

EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel 

Geography A level is a relevant and engaging course which balances physical and human 

geography. Some topics are familiar to students of Physical Geography such as Natural Hazards 

in a changing world but we also aim to examine key contemporary issues such as Climate 

Change, Water Conflicts, The Carbon Cycle and Globalisation. Fieldwork will form an essential 

part of the A level syllabus and there may be opportunities for overseas excursions. 

The course aims to build on the geographical knowledge and skills acquired at GCSE and in so 

doing stimulate an interest in pupils of real world issues. We will investigate the interrelationships 

between the human and physical worlds, how they affect each other and how they might be 

managed for a sustainable future. 

We live in a fast changing, highly media orientated world. The wide and cross-cutting syllabus 

offered through Geography will build invaluable transferable skills and approaches to life 

beyond school. 

Pupils will: 

- Acquire knowledge and understanding of geographical concepts, developing transferable 

skills so that unfamiliar situations can be appreciated and reviewed. 

- Develop the ability to discuss, interpret, and make judgements on opposing points of view. - 

Collate and interpret information from a variety of sources including research articles, all 

media opportunities, GIS, textbooks and fieldwork data. 

- Develop organisational presentational skills to present research materials intelligently and 

informatively. 
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Course Specification 

Assessment 

  Unit Title and length of exam   

  A level % of total A level marks 

Component 1 Dynamic Landscape, Dynamic Places, Physical 

Systems & Sustainability, Human Systems & 

Geopolitics (135 minute exam) 

30% of A level 

Component 2 Dynamic Landscape, Dynamic Places, Physical 

Systems & Sustainability, Human Systems & 

Geopolitics (135 minute exam) 

30% of A level 

Component 3 Synoptic Investigation on a geographical issue within a 

place-based context (135 minute exam) 

20% of A level 

Component 4 Independent Investigation (non-exam assessment) 20% of A level 
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13. German 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

German A level builds on the skills developed at GCSE, giving pupils the ability to understand 

spoken and written German at a high level whilst also providing pupils with the tools to 

communicate confidently in written and spoken form. As well as building on the technical 

aspects of learning German, pupils gain the rich culture of the German- speaking world. In 

preparing for examinations pupils will look at literature, follow the news, and immerse 

themselves in all aspects of German culture: ranging from art and literature to the latest 

trends in music. Studying a language to A level requires commitment and a genuine 

enthusiasm for expanding vocabulary and precision in communication and a willingness to 

keep reviewing and practising the language. German A level provides a foundation for further 

study in languages, a rewarding and highly valued life-long skill and insights into how other 

people communicate in today’s world’. 

Pupils will: 

- Develop their spoken German through participation in class debates, role plays and 

discussions. 

- Develop their understanding of spoken German through watching plays, films and news 

reports in German. 

- Develop a secure foundation of the key grammatical structures of the language through 

practice exercises and exposure to more complex rules and patterns of speech. 

- Through preparation for the speaking examination, research an area of interest in the modern 

German-speaking world, such as aspects of German-speaking society, responses to 

immigration, German reunification and its consequences. 
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Course Specification 

Assessment 

  Unit Title and length of exam   

  A level % of total A level marks 

Unit 1 Written exam: Listening, Reading and Translation into 

English and Translation into German 

(150 minute exam) 

50% of A level 

Unit 2 Written exam Two Essays: One text and one film or two 

texts 

(120 minute exam) 

20% of A level 

Unit 3 Speaking (21-23 minutes) - Including 5 minutes 

preparation time 

30% of A level 

  AS level % of total AS level marks 

Unit 1 Written exam: Listening, Reading and Translation into 

English 

(105 minute exam) 

45% of AS level 

Unit 2 Written exam: Translation into German. Essay on set 

text or film 

(90 minute exam) 

25% of AS level 

Unit 3 Speaking (12-14 minutes) - plus 15 minutes 

preparation time (60 marks) 

30% of AS level 
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14. History 

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 

History builds upon the skills developed at GCSE and allows pupils to understand History at a 

higher level. Through a range of papers pupils are introduced to a variety of ways of studying 

history. In preparing for their A level pupils will have the opportunity to study a range of sources 

and also to analyse the views of contrasting historians. Pupils will study the history of more than 

one country or state, including at least one from outside the British Isles. Pupils will study topics 

from a chronological range of at least 200 years and one paper will study change over a period of 

100 years. There will be a coursework component of 20% of the A Level. 

Throughout the course they will be set essays that will develop their research skills and their 

ability to select evidence to support their arguments. Pupils are encouraged to read widely on the 

period they are studying and to attend History Society talks in order to further their knowledge of 

the subject. The study of History at A level requires a commitment to reading academic works by 

established historians and producing well researched essays. An A level in History provides skills 

that are highly regarded in a wide range of professions. Pupils have shown that they have an 

enquiring mind, an ability to analyse material and select the key information, are able to present 

an argument and work independently. Pupils may choose between early modern and modern 

periods of History. 

Pupils will: 

- Develop essay writing and will be able to use a wide range of evidence to support arguments. - 

Analyse a range of sources to reach developed conclusions about historical problems. 

- Through the themes paper, consider developments over at least 100 years and comprehend, 

analyse and evaluate the ways in which the past has been interpreted by historians through 

the study of individuals, events or developments. 

- Undertake an independent investigation of an historical issue drawing on a range of primary 

and secondary material. 
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Course Specification 

Assessment 

  Unit Title and length of exam   

  A level % of total A level marks 

Unit 1 British period study and enquiry (either England 

1485-1558: the Early Tudors with enquiry topic: Mid 

Tudor Crises 1547-1559 Or From Pitt to Peel: Britain 

1783-1853 with enquiry topic: Peel and the Age of 

Reform 1832-1853) (90 minute exam) 

25% of A level 

Unit 2 Non-British period study (either The German 

Reformation and the rule of Charles V 1500-1559 OR 

The American Revolution 1740-1796) (60 minute exam) 

15% of A level 

Unit 3 Thematic study and historical interpretations (either 

The Renaissance c.1400 - c.1600 OR Civil Rights in the 

USA 1865-1992) (150 minute exam) 

40% of A level 

Unit 4 Topic based essay (3000-4000 word essay on a topic of 

candidate’s choice) 

20% of A level 
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15. History of Art 

EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel 

History of Art is an intellectually challenging course that teaches pupils how to engage with art 

and architecture both past and present. No prior art historical knowledge is necessary, although 

an interest and base knowledge of History would be a bonus as the work is viewed through 

thematic areas of study, such as historical, political and social contexts. Pupils will be taught the 

main elements contained within the language of painting, sculpture and architecture; key works 

for study being chosen from all the main periods of art history dating back to circa 500 BC. 

Through small group discussion and visits to museums and galleries pupils will learn how to use 

correct terminology to describe works of art and to compare and contrast different works. A series 

of essays will provide a base to assess pupils’ knowledge and improving sensibilities. 

In a world where the power and content of images seems to prevail, and where art is fast 

becoming a way to engage and express our contemporary situation, the study of images and 

artefacts can illuminate the cultural present. 

Pupils will: 

- Be introduced to works of art within social and historical context and develop confidence in 

placing that work within the broader framework of art history. 

- Develop a higher sense of understanding of works of art through correct analysis and use of 

terminology. 

- Learn to write successful, insightful essays which reflect an ability to present arguments and 

to be aware of subjective and objective interpretations of a work of art and architecture. 

- Be prepared for the written exam where they are required to analyse works of art and present 

considered arguments about different styles and techniques. 

The London Oratory School 

Seagrave Road 

London, SW6 1RX

www.londonoratory.school  

020 7385 0102 

admin@los.ac Page 27 of 42 

 

http://www.londonoratory.school/
mailto:admin@los.ac


 

Course Specification 

Assessment 

  Unit Title and length of exam   

  A level % of total A level marks 

Unit 1 Themes in History of Art  

(180 minute examination) 

50% of A level 

Unit 2 Period Studies in History of Art  

(180 minute examination) 

50% of A level 
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16. Latin 

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 

Latin at AS and at A level gives pupils the opportunity to build on their knowledge of the Latin 

language acquired at GCSE by studying a more authentic style of texts written by a wider range 

of authors. A consolidation of grammar and vocabulary allows pupils to appreciate the full 

subtlety and flexibility of Latin, improves logical thought processes and conceptual 

understanding, and exposes them to a variety of texts which are central to the formation of our 

culture. These texts give direct access to a remarkable corpus of ancient literature, philosophy, 

history and law. In the Lower Sixth pupils will concentrate on developing their knowledge of 

the language as well as having the opportunity to read more widely in Latin literary and 

historical texts. In the Upper Sixth pupils will engage in a more in-depth study of Virgil’s Aeneid 

and Tacitus’ Annals. Pupils will become more familiar with the language by reading a wider 

range of authors, and translating from English into Latin. 

Pupils will: 

- Develop their knowledge of the language by studying grammar to a higher level and by 

expanding their vocabulary. 

- Gain fluency in the language by translating from English into Latin and by reading a wide 

variety of Roman prose and verse authors. 

- Study in depth a prose and a verse set text: Virgil’s Aeneid VIII and Tacitus’ Annals I. 

Discuss and write about the complex literary, legal and historical themes raised by these texts. 

Course Specification 

Assessment 

  Unit Title and length of exam   

  A level % of total A level marks 

Paper 1 Unseen Translation (105 minute exam) 33% of A level 

Paper 2 Prose Composition (75 minute exam) 17% of A level 

Paper 3 Prose Literature (120 minute exam) 25% of A level 

Paper 4 Verse Literature (120 minute exam) 25% of A level 
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17. Mathematics 

EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel 

As well as being a highly regarded subject in its own right, Mathematics is an excellent partner 

for many other subjects, especially Sciences, Geography and Economics. At A Level, Mathematics 

is divided into two branches, Pure Maths (the Core units) and Applied Maths (Mechanics and 

Statistics). In Pure Maths pupils will develop and extend skills in algebra and trigonometry, as 

well as meeting new topics such as differentiation and integration (calculus), logarithms, 

functions, vectors and mathematical proof. Mechanics looks at how algebraic techniques can be 

used to model real-world problems, with a particular emphasis on Newton’s Laws (which pupils 

may already have met in Physics) applied to systems of forces. In Statistics pupils will use 

mathematical techniques to analyse and interpret data, and see how mathematical probability 

models such as the normal distribution can be used to predict future outcomes, assessing the 

reliability predictions using the concept of hypothesis testing; this will include the use of 

technology to explore large sets of real world data. 

Pupils will: 

- Learn how to analyse and solve increasingly complex problems, developing the use of logic in 

mathematical arguments. 

- Appreciate the importance of rigorous proof in establishing mathematical concepts. 

- Apply algebraic methods to model the physical world. 

- Develop the ability to make inferences and predictions based on detailed analysis of data. 

Course Specification 

Assessment 

  Unit Title and length of exam   

  A level % of total A level marks 

Unit 1 Pure Mathematics 1 (120 minutes) 33% of A level 

Unit 2 Pure Mathematics 2 (120 minutes) 33% of A level 

Unit 3 Mechanics and Statistics (120 minutes) 33% of A level 
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18. Music 
EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel 

Music A Level is a stimulating and enriching choice. The course builds on previously acquired 

skills at GCSE as it expects pupils to experience the three main musical disciplines of 

performing, composing, and appraising. During the course, pupils will develop performance 

skills, learn about music history, analysis and composition. During the composition process, an 

ability to understand how music ‘works’ will be fostered. In addition pupils will appreciate music 

as a creative achievement and as a reflection of the times in which it was created. Pupils will 

build up their aural and analytical skills by studying selections from a broad range of set works 

and a programme of wider listening. During this time, the ability to see how compositions work 

on a technical and emotional level will be developed. Works are grouped into six areas of study: 

Vocal Music, Instrumental Music, Music for Film, Popular Music and Jazz, Fusions, New 

Directions. Pupils should aim to be at least Grade 6 on their chosen instrument – a short recital 

will be required at the end of the course lasting at least 8 minutes and pupils should present a 

programme of balanced works. As an A level, Music provides an excellent basis for higher 

education courses in Music; it is also a highly respected by universities as it develops lifelong 

learning skills, logic skills, creativity and self-discipline. 

Pupils will: 

- Develop an appreciation of a wide range of musical styles. 

- Be able to locate major musical works in the context in which they were created. 

- Develop composition skills as free composition and in response to a ‘brief’. 

- Develop skills as performers and prepare for recitals. 

The London Oratory School 

Seagrave Road 

London, SW6 1RX

www.londonoratory.school  

020 7385 0102 

admin@los.ac Page 31 of 42
 

http://www.londonoratory.school/
mailto:admin@los.ac


 

Course Specification 

Assessment 

  Unit Title and length of exam   

  A level % of total A level marks 

Component 1 Performing (8 minute recital of one or more pieces 

where grade 7 is the standard level of difficulty.) 

30% of A level 

Component 2 Composing for a total duration of at least 6 minutes. 30% of A level 

Component 3 Appraising (90 minute exam) 40% of A level 

  AS level % of total AS level marks 

Component 1 Performing (6 minute recital) 30% of AS level 

Component 2 Composing (2 compositions totalling 4.5 minutes) 30% of AS level 

Component 3 Appraising (90 minute exam) 40% of AS level 
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19. Physical Education 

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 

Pupils who have studied GCSE Physical Education (PE) or those who have a particular interest in 

factors affecting performance in sport would be suitably qualified to consider this thoroughly 

engaging and theoretical course. Physical Education provides pupils with the opportunity to study 

PE in an academic setting, which is also supported by their own practical performance in sport. 

The course requires pupils to engage with a wide range of topics, such as applied anatomy and 

physiology, exercise physiology and biomechanics. Pupils will be invited into the minds of 

professional athletes as they explore pathways of sports psychology and the way in which we learn 

or engage with sport in society. 

Pupils are expected to be regularly performing in one chosen activity either in school or outside 

of school. 

The course will prepare pupils for the further study of PE or sports science as well as other 

related subject areas such as psychology, sociology and biology. Pupils will also develop the 

transferable skills that are in demand by further education, higher education and employers in all 

sectors of industry. 

Pupils will: 

- Develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin physical 

activity and sport and use this knowledge to improve performance 

- Understand how physiological and psychological states affect performance 

- Understand the key socio-cultural factors that influence people’s involvement in physical 

activity and sport 

- Improve as effective and independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers with 

curious and enquiring minds. 
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Course Specification 

Assessment 

  Unit Title and length of exam   

  A level % of total A level marks 

Component 1 Physiological factors affecting performance 

(120 minutes written paper) 

30% of A level 

Component 2 Psychological factors affecting performance 

(60 minute written paper) 

20% of A level 

Component 3 Socio-cultural issues in physical activity and sport 

(60 minutes written paper) 

20% of A level 

Component 4 Performance in physical education 30% of A level 

  AS level % of total AS level marks 

Component 1 Physiological factors affecting performance 

(75 minutes written paper) 

35% of AS level 

Component 2 Psychological and socio-cultural themes in physical 

education (75 minute written paper) 

35% of AS level 

Component 3 Performance in physical education (non-exam 

assessment) 

30% of AS level 
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20. Physics 

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR - Syllabus A 

A Level Physics is concerned with observing natural phenomena in the world modelling them 

and predicting future outcomes in new and unknown situations. Physics deals with profound 

questions about the nature of the universe and some of the most important practical, 

environmental and technological issues of our time. Pupils with a genuine enthusiasm for 

exploring these issues will find A Level Physics a challenging and rewarding experience 

involving experiment and observation, mathematical theory and conceptual analysis, and 

computer modelling. 

The A Level Physics course involves the manipulation of complex mathematical equations and 

pupils taking this course must also study A Level Mathematics. Highly able pupils are strongly 

advised to choose Further Mathematics as another of their A level options. Applications of 

Physics involve high levels of creativity, utilising concepts and techniques to drive developments 

in related subject areas including Chemistry, Computing, Engineering, Materials Science, 

Mathematics, The Life Sciences, Meteorology and Statistics. As well as research, career 

prospects for physicists extend into a wide range of industries such as IT, medicine, high 

finance and engineering. 

Pupils will: 

- Develop their experimental skills and error analysis throughout the course. 

- Understand how mathematical expressions relate to physical principles, and build theoretical 

models; as when studying radioactive decay, capacitor discharge, oscillations and the kinetic 

theory. 

- Apply the laws of physics to a range of unfamiliar situations, utilising complex mathematical 

analysis. 

- Appreciate how different areas of physics can relate to each other, for example when studying 

gravitational and electrical fields and potential. 

The London Oratory School 

Seagrave Road 

London, SW6 1RX

www.londonoratory.school  

020 7385 0102 

admin@los.ac Page 35 of 42
 

http://www.londonoratory.school/
mailto:admin@los.ac


 

Course Specification 

Assessment 

  Unit Title and length of exam   

  A level % of total A level marks 

Unit 1 Modelling Physics I  

(135 minute exam) 

37% of A level 

Unit 2 Exploring Physics II  

(135 minute exam) 

37% of A level 

Unit 3 Unified Physics III  

(90 minute exam) 

26% of A level 
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21. Politics 

EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel 

Politics is a new subject for pupils at AS and A Level, but builds upon skills from subjects such as 

History or English. The AS units link well to each other and allow pupils to study a range of issues 

in the contemporary government and politics of the United Kingdom. They will consider issues 

such as the role of the Prime Minister, the powers of Parliament, the workings and ideologies of 

political parties and the role of pressure groups. There are two additional elements for the full A 

Level. The first is a study of political ideologies, which includes the ideas, history and key thinkers 

behind ideologies such as Liberalism, Conservatism and Socialism. The second is a study of the 

politics and the institutions of the United States, assessing the powers of the key institutions of 

Presidency, Congress and Supreme Court, and the nature of American politics, including the 

functions of political parties, pressure groups and elections. 

An AS or A Level in Politics will provide pupils with skills which will support them across a range 

of subjects, in areas of analysis, evaluation, and writing persuasive arguments, as well as giving 

them a greater understanding of the way in which the United Kingdom’s political system works. 

All pupils are encouraged to consolidate and develop their knowledge by reading broadsheet 

newspapers, journals such as The Economist, and evaluating the content of television shows such 

as Question Time. Knowledge of key current political events is a vital part of assessments. The 

most successful pupils recognise the importance of conscientiously following current events but 

also that this involves detailed theoretical knowledge and understanding demonstrated through 

written assignments. 

Pupils will: 

- Develop a working understanding of the institutions and processes of the government of the 

UK and be able to apply this knowledge and examples to a range of arguments. 

- Develop an insight into a range of political theories and concepts, linking these to specific 

events, processes or roles within the government of the UK. 

- Read a range of articles to enhance understanding of current affairs, analyse and evaluate the 

points of view provided, and compare and contrast the arguments offered. 

- Write developed and persuasive essays, integrating examples, evaluating evidence and 

reaching supported conclusions. 
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Course Specification 

Assessment 

  Unit Title and length of exam   

  A level % of total A level marks 

Unit 1 Political Participation and Core Ideas (Liberalism, 

Conservatism and Socialism) (120 minutes) 

33% of A level 

Unit 2 UK Government and Optional Ideas (120 minutes) 33% of A level 

Unit 3 Comparative Politics - US Government and Politics 

(120 minutes) 

33% of A level 

  AS level % of total AS level marks 

Unit 1 Political Participation (95 minutes) 50% of AS level 

Unit 2 UK Government (95 minutes) 50% of AS level 
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22. Spanish 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

Spanish A level builds on the skills developed at GCSE, giving pupils the ability to understand 

spoken and written Spanish at a high level whilst also providing pupils with the tools to 

communicate confidently in written and spoken form. As well as building on the technical 

aspects of learning Spanish, pupils gain insights into the rich culture of the Spanish speaking 

world. In preparing for examinations pupils will look at literature, follow the news, and 

immerse themselves in all aspects of Spanish culture, ranging from art and literature to the 

latest trends in music. 

Studying a language to A level requires commitment and a genuine enthusiasm for expanding 

vocabulary and precision in communication and a willingness to keep reviewing and practising 

the language. 

Spanish A level provides a foundation for further study in languages, a rewarding and highly 

valued life-long skill and insights into how other people communicate in today’s world’. 

Pupils will: 

- Develop their spoken Spanish through participation in class debates, role plays and 

discussions. 

- Develop their understanding of spoken Spanish through watching plays, films and news 

reports in Spanish. 

- Develop a secure foundation of the key grammatical structures of the language through 

practice exercises and exposure to more complex rules and patterns of speech. 

- Through preparation for the speaking examination, research an area of interest in Hispanic 

society, such as multiculturalism, Spanish regional identity or responses to immigration. 
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Course Specification 

Assessment 

  Unit Title and length of exam   

  A level % of total A level marks 

Unit 1 Written exam: (150 minutes) Listening, Reading, 

Translation into English and Translation into Spanish 

50% of A level 

Unit 2 Written exam (120 minutes) Two essays: One text and 

one film or two texts 

20% of A level 

Unit 3 Speaking (21-23 minutes) - including 5 minutes 

preparation time 

30% of A level 

  AS level % of total AS level marks 

Unit 1 Written exam: (105 minutes) Listening, Reading and 

Translation into English) 

45% of AS level 

Unit 2 Written exam: (90 minutes) Translation into Spanish. 

Essay on set text or film 

25% of AS level 

Unit 3 Speaking (12-14 minutes) - plus 15 minutes 

preparation time (60 marks) 

30% of AS level 
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23. Theology 

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 

Philosophy of Religion and Religious Ethics 

Theology invites pupils to engage with key themes in Philosophy of Religion, Ethics and 

Christian Thought from their origins in the Hebrew Scriptures through their encounter with 

Greek philosophy and development in Christianity. Pupils will apply these ideas to contemporary 

issues in society. 

Pupils are required to develop analytic and evaluative skills in forming and supporting 

arguments, which are transferrable to a wide variety of other subjects and careers. Pupils 

contrast religious and secular approaches to practical issues such as the relationship between 

faith and politics. Pupils have the opportunity to encounter major themes in western thought 

and reflect upon the impact they have on the world today. 

Pupils will have the opportunity to examine the work of ancient philosophers who have 

influenced Christian thought; such as Aristotle whose philosophy was used by St Thomas 

Aquinas to defend Christian ideas about God, man and the soul. They will also consider how 

approaches to ethics frame the questions that continue to cause controversy to this day such 

as how should people conduct themselves in business and the value of human life. 

Pupils will: 

- Study major themes in Christian thought. 

- Produce reasoned written and verbal arguments. 

- Develop the ability to analyse, understand and compare opposing viewpoints. 

- Learn, through their reading and through class discussion, to weigh up the strengths and 

weaknesses of different approaches to philosophical and ethical questions. 

- Through their study of ideas and philosophies, broaden their general cultural, intellectual and 

social awareness. 

The London Oratory School 

Seagrave Road 

London, SW6 1RX

www.londonoratory.school  

020 7385 0102 

admin@los.ac Page 41 of 42
 

http://www.londonoratory.school/
mailto:admin@los.ac


 

Course Specification 

Assessment 

  Unit Title and length of exam   

  A level % of total A level marks 

Unit 1 Philosophy of Religion (120 minutes) 33% of A level 

Unit 2 Religion & Ethics (120 minutes) 33% of A level 

Unit 3 Developments in Religious Thought (120 minutes) 33% of A level 

  AS level % of total AS level marks 

Unit 1 Philosophy of Religion (75 minutes) 33% of AS level 

Unit 2 Religion and Ethics (75 minutes) 33% of AS level 

Unit 3 Developments in Religious Thought (75 minutes) 33% of AS level 
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