
Creating author 
content for BookClub 
You wrote the book. Now give readers the backstory.

Write discussion-provoking 
questions about your book.

1.

At BookClub, life-changing conversations about your book are 
led by you, the author. Through our virtual platform, you engage 
with readers who want deeper insights about your books.

To get the conversation started, you need to do three things:

Send us the questions for 
review.

2.

We outlined some helpful tips to help you do all three.

Wait for our next guide 
on how to film your video 
responses.

3.
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How to write 
discussion questions 
for BookClub
First, let’s talk about quantity. You’ll need 10–20 discussion questions about your book.

As for quality, we’re looking for questions (and answers) that go beyond the average reading guide. 
That’s why we invited the foremost expert on your book—you—to help us create an intimate, 
immersive, and interactive experience for readers.

Here are some examples of the same old discussion questions that we won’t be using:

• Which character did you identify with most?

• How was the setting pivotal to the story?

• Did any passages from the book stick with you?

• What surprised you about the ending?

For fiction
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Adapted for BookClub, your questions should both catalyze the conversation among readers 
and set the stage for unique insights from you, the author. Here are hypothetical examples of 
BookClub-style discussion questions for well-known books and authors:

WRITING DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

If Toni Morrison had written a discussion question for The 
Bluest Eye, she may have asked, “What does the story tell us 
about white beauty standards, oppression, and self-hatred?” 

Then, as part of her response, she could have shared where she 
got the idea for the novel. It came from a conversation with a 
friend in 1942 when Morrison was just 11. The friend said she’d 
been praying for blue eyes, but her eyes hadn’t changed, and she 
no longer believed in God. Morrison spent five years writing and 
rewriting the story until it was published as her first novel in 1970. 

If Stieg Larsson had written a discussion question for The Girl 
With the Dragon Tattoo, he may have asked, “Why does Lisbeth 
Salander use the alias ‘V. Kulla’ outside her apartment door?” 

Then, as part of his response, he could have explained that 
Salander’s character was conceived as the grown-up version 
of Pippi Longstocking from the children’s book series—and that 
V. Kulla is short for Villa Villekulla, the name of Longstocking’s 
house.
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Sending us your  
questions
Once you are done with your questions, please 
export a PDF from your word processor (Word, 
Pages, Google Docs) and upload it here:

bookclub.com/aup

Your discussion questions will be reviewed by 
our content team, and we’ll be in touch with next 
steps to record your candid video responses.

We look forward to working with you.



BookClub exists as a community to cultivate the 
conversations around stories that change our lives.

bookclub.com

Thank you


