Tenebrae Service
Good Friday
April 2, 2021

March 9, 2017

WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Service of Tenebrae is a form of one of the oldest traditional observances of the Christian Church
during Holy Week. As the service unfolds, the darkness increases with the recounting of humanity’s sin
until only one light remains burning—the light of God’s love, the light that darkness can never
overcome. This single candle is carried out of the room for a little while to symbolize the three days in
the tomb. However, like God’s love, the light never goes out. The loud drum roll represents the earth
quake that occurred when Jesus died. The slamming of the book at the end recounts the closing of the
tomb and Christ’s final words, “It is finished.” This service is a somber dramatic reading of Christ’s
death. This service concludes in complete silence. Please maintain this silence until you reach your
cars.

PRELUDE
VIDEO

Remembrances
Leigh Marsh-violin
Sacred Ground

Williams
Neale

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Leader: Let us pray. At this hour, O God Most High, while silence reigns and the sun hides its
face, a world prostrate beneath its sins lifts its eyes to the cross, rejoicing that the tree
of knowledge, which brought the human race to its knees, has become the tree of life,
lifting us up to redemption. Let the glorious cross forever stand as the sign of our worth
in your eyes! As we behold Innocence itself crucified in place of the guilty and Life put
to death for sinners, may we take heart, remembering the prayers of the dying thief
whose faith was rewarded. We ask this through your Son, the Christ, who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever.
People: Amen. (sit)
I. Cruel and Unusual Punishment
SONG

2

Isaiah 53:3-5
Mercy

Pastor Scott Suskovic

II. Covid and Isolation
HYMN

Psalm 88:1-9, 14-18
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

arr. Coates

Men:
Women:
All:
All:

3

3

III. Jesus in Isolation
VIDEO

Mark 14:43-50
It Is Finished
SpiritSong, Lauren Ratcliffe-solo

IV. Hell

Revelation 14:9-13

HYMN

Ah, Holy Jesus

arr. Matthys

arr. Ferguson

All:
Men:
Women:
All:
All:

V. Jesus’ life
VIDEO
VI. Alone
DUET
VII. The Answer
SOLO

Mark 15:25-32
Is He Worthy

arr. Mauldin

Mark 15:33-38
And Can It Be?
Mark Johanson and Mark Glaeser

arr. Mauldin

Isaiah 53:4-8
Were You There?
Gwen Glaeser-solo

Traditional

VERSICLE AND RESPONSE (repeated three times while Paschal Candle is removed)
Leader: Behold, the life-giving cross, on which was hung the salvation of the world.
People: O come, let us worship him.

PERIOD OF SILENCE
LORD'S PRAYER
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION

DEPART IN SILENCE

