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CFAB’s Age Assessment Policy 
 
CFAB’s Position 
 
CFAB does not conduct age assessments, however, we respond to requests for information to 
be factored into age determination. In these instances, CFAB only undertake this request if it is in 
the best interest of the child, which is determined on a case-by-case basis.  
 
When considering the best interest of the child CFAB determines this based on factors such as: 
 

 The necessity for assessment and whether there are significant concerns about their 

age. 

 Whether respect for the individual’s dignity is being upheld and their cultural, ethnic and 

gender identities considered.  

 To what extent they have been involved in the decision making and had their views 

consulted. 

 Their ability to give informed consent given their age and maturity and if their right to 

refusal has been upheld. 

 Whether they have access to a qualified, independent representative and/or guardian, 

who acts in their best interest. 

 The use of qualified and appropriate adults in obtaining children’s consent for seeking 

information about them from overseas that CFAB will be obtaining. 

 If requesting the information from overseas would place the child at risk whether the 

local authority has confirmed to CFAB that they have considered this issue.  

 What methods of age assessments are being used and how intrusive they are.  

 If the principle of the benefit of the doubt has been applied or will be if the age 

assessment is inconclusive.  

 Our ability to adhere to data protection regulations in processing the request. 

 

When CFAB believes responding to requests for information to be used in age determination or 
age assessments are in the best interest of the child, CFAB treats this request in a similar 
manner to any other request.  
 
In these cases, informed consent is sought from the child as this would not be an instance of 
urgent child protection. Social workers will explain the purpose of the record checks and seek 
their written consent. After they understood the purpose and potential consequences of the age 
assessment, their consent should be obtained and signed with their legal representation present. 
We advise that legal representation co-sign the consent form and stamp it to evidence that they 
were present when the form was signed.  
 
CFAB’s normal data protection procedures would be in place when processing an age 
assessment request. Informed consent includes: the name of the organisation; the name of any 
third party controllers who will rely on the consent; why the data is being obtained; what will be 
done with it; and the assurance that individuals can withdraw consent at any time.  
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If CFAB declines a request for overseas records checks, we may suggest the request should be 
referred to the UK Central Authority (ICACU) to liaise with the relevant international Central 
Authorities. 
 
 

Guidance and Support 
 

 

 Government asylum policy guidance on assessing the age of an applicant when they 

claim to be a child. Assessing age for asylum applicants - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 Government asylum policy guidance on how the Home Office and local authorities 

assess age disputes. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/age-assessment-joint-

working-instruction  

 The Greater Manchester Immigration Aid Unit (GMIAU) guide to age assessments for 

young people seeking asylum in the UK. Age Assessments - GMIAU 

 ACDS age assessment guide for social workers 

Age_Assessment_Guidance_2015_Final.pdf (adcs.org.uk) 

 ISWS age assessment training for social workers ISWS | Age assessment training | 

Immigration Social Work Services (isws-ltd.co.uk) 

 Coram’s legal guide to the age assessment process The age assessment process - 

Coram (childrenslegalcentre.com)  

 BASW upcoming changes to Age Assessments (as part of the Nationality and Borders 

Bill) Age assessments proposal within Nationality and Borders Bill: BASW UK Statement | 

www.basw.co.uk  

 European Asylum Support Office (EASO) practical guide on age assessments. EASO 

Practical Guide on Age Assessment: Second edition (europa.eu) 
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