COUNTRY ENGLISH PLEASURE
Country English Pleasure is meant to give the appearance of being a pleasure to ride and
display a pleasurable attitude. They are ridden in informal saddle seat attire at a walk, trot,
canter and gallop. These horses have a quiet, responsive mouth and move with willingness,
obvious ease, cadence, balance and smoothness. Country English Pleasure horses are judged on
attitude, manners, performance, quality and conformation.

DRIVING
Country Pleasure Driving horses are shown in light harness appropriate to the vehicle and a
bridle with blinkers, overcheck or side check. A two-wheeled vehicle is required. They are
shown at a true, flatfooted and ground covering walk, a balanced, relaxed and easy going trot,
anda strong trot with a lengthened stride. High action is penalized. Open horses are judged on
attitude, manners, performance, quality and conformation. Junior horses are judged on
attitude, manners, quality and performance. Amateur and Junior to drive classes are judged on
attitude, manners, performance, quality, conformation and the suitability of the horse to the
driver. Formal, Informal and Country Combination classes are both harness and undersaddle
classes. The horses are exhibited first in harness as Formal Driving, Pleasure Driving or Country
Driving horses, working both ways of the ring at the required gaits. Horses are then saddled and
shown as Park, English or Country Pleasure horses at the gaits required, both ways of the ring.

Formal Driving horses are shown in a light show harness with blinkers, overcheck or side check.
A fourwheeled show vehicle is required. They are shown at a true, cadenced four beat walk
with animation and brilliance. The trot is natural, animated and cadenced with impulsion and
power from behind. The animated natural trot is extremely bold and brilliant and executed with
apparent ease. Horses are judged on performance, manners, quality and conformation.

Pleasure Driving horses are shown in light show harness with blinkers, overcheck or side check.
Either a two or four-wheeled vehicle may be used, but the use of a two wheeled cart is
encouraged. They are shown at a brisk, flat footed four beat walk, a balanced and free moving
normal trot anda mannerly, cadenced strong trot with a lengthened stride. Open horses are
judged on manners, quality and performance. Junior horses are judged on quality first, then
manners and performance, while Amateur and Junior to Drive classes emphasize manners
followed by performance and quality.
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CUTTING HORSE
Cutting horses are extremely athletic horses with a lot of "cow sense". They boldly run into a
herd of cows to cut one (separating one from the rest of the herd) and do certain movements in
a time allowed. This form of Equestrian competition is based after the actual ranch work in the
American West. Horses were used to move through the herd of cows to separate one for
various reasons or to return wondering cows to the herd.

ENGLISH PLEASURE
English Pleasure horses give a distinct appearance of being a pleasure to ride and display a
pleasurable attitude. They are ridden in informal saddle seat attire at a walk, trot, canter, and
hand gallop. English Pleasure horses are judged on manners, performance attitude quality and
conformation.

ENGLISH SHOW HACK
English Show Hack horses are not necessarily dressage horses nor are they English Pleasure
horses. A Show hack must be a well-trained animal showing balance, vitality, animation,
presence and quality. Acceptable hack attire is required. This includes a conservative colored
coat, breeches and boots. Formal attire of top hat and white breeches and tails can be worn.
They are ridden at a normal, collected, and extended walk, trot, canter, and at hand gallop. The
show hack horse is judged on manners, performance, quality and conformation.

REGULAR WORKING HUNTER UNDER SADDLE
Regular Working Hunter Under Saddle horses are shown at a walk, trot andcanter. The judge
may ask the horses to hand gallop one way of the ring. Horses should be obedient, alert,
responsive and demonstrate free movement. A horse must be entered in at least one hunter
class over obstacles to be eligible to enter and show in the Hunter Under Saddle class when it is
counted toward a Championship.

JUMPING
The dynamics and beauty of horse and rider soaring over fences makes jumping a thrilling sight.
Natural abilities and precise training prepare horse and rider for entry in the many different
types of jumping competitions. The Riders Position - In order to stay over a horse's center of
gravity and to allow its head and neck to extend, the rider leans forward during a jump.
Although a single pole may not seem like much of a jump, the rail teaches a horse to lift its legs
and to pay attention to an obstacle in its path. Higher fences require horse and rider to find the
correct take-off point. Arabian jumpers are shown over courses of fences and are scored
according to the American Horse Show Association rules. The course and the order in which the
horses jump will be posted at least one half our prior to the start of the class. Obstacles in
Amateur and Junior to Ride classes will start at 3', with a maximum height of 3'3". Spreads can
be up to 4' wide. Open Jumpers start at 3'3" to a maximum of 3'6" and with spreads to 5'.
Horses may be shown in any type of English saddle. Any type of bridle is aloud. Martingales, tie
downs, boots and bandages are allowed.

LEADLINE
The lead line class is one of the most watched in the horse show. It is for children 2-6 years of
age. The kids get dressed up in their favorite horse show attire and get led around the arena. In
this class everyone gets a blue ribbon. Lead Line takes a special horse, it must be gentle and
kind enough to take care of a small child in the chaos of a horse show. This is a class not to miss.

PARK HORSES
Park Horses are ridden in informal saddle seat attire. The walk, trot andcanter are distinguished
by an animated motion. The horse drives forward with the hind legs, resulting in an airy and
light front end. The resulting natural animation is meant to appear effortless. Park horses are
judged on brilliant performance, presence, quality, manners and conformation.
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MOUNTED NATIVE COSTUME
Mounted Native Costume horses are shown at a walk, canter and hand gallop both ways of the
ring. The bridle may consist of bit, hackamore or any suitable headstall. No martingales or tie
downs are permitted. The rider's attire is of native, Bedouin type. Flowing capes, coats,
pantaloons, head dresses, scarfs, sashes and any other decorations in keeping with a colorful
desert regalia are allowed, with safety remaining of utmost importance. All divisions of this
class are judged 75% on performance and manners and 25% on appointments.

REINING
Reining horses perform a prescribed pattern which includes circles, spins, lead changes, roll
backs, runs, stops and backs. Stops require the horse to bring the hind feet and hocks under the
horse, and slide on the rear shoes. Throughout the stop, the horse should remain straight, with
ground contact with the front legs and the position of hind legs unchanging. Spins are a series
of turns over a stationary inside hind leg. The location of the hind quarters should be fixed at
the start of the spin and be maintained throughout. Rollbacks are 180 degree turns completed
by running to a stop, rolling the shoulders back to the opposite direction over the hocks and
departing at the lope as one continuous motion. Circles are maneuvers at the lope to
demonstrate control with little or no resistance. Backing requires the horse to move in reverse
in a straight line for a required distance. The class is scored on a scale of Oto infinity with 70
being the mark of "average". Points are added or subtracted from the base score of 70 for
faults, penalties or credits to arrive at the final score.

DRESSAGE
The word "dressage" comes from a French term meaning training. It is not only a method of
training, but also a competitive equestrian sport. "Dressage develops the horse's physique and

suppleness and improves the horse's three natural gaits, making it a pleasure to ride. Dressage
is considered 'classical training' because it uses gymnastic exercises-a series of movements and
figures-which have been studied and developed for centuries. When done systematically and
correctly, the exercises will cause the horse to be supple on both sides and to respond willingly
and obediently, moving freely forward with pure gaits and an even tem po." - USDF. Sometimes
Dressage is called basic training for horses because it incorporates a variety of exercises that
develop both the horse's athletic ability and obedience.

BREEDING/HALTER CLASSES
Arabian Halter horses are shown at halter in a light headstall or halter with a throat latch. The
handler is allowed to carry a whip or crop, but it is not mandatory. Handlers may also use
enticements such as carrots or grass to maintain the horse's attention. If a whip is used, it can
be no longer than 6" in length including the snapper or lash. Excessive use of the whip will
result in penalty or elimination.
The horses are presented to the judge in hand at a walk and trot. In colt-stallion and filly-mare
classes, the horses are judged on the following criteria, presented here in order of importance:
• Type, which are the standards of the breed that define the Arabian horse and set it apart
from other breeds.
• Conformation, which is how the horse is put together, the relationship of form to function.
• Suitability as a breeding animal, for example, a stallion 2 years and older must have both
testicles descended. Any transmissible weakness will be considered a fault in a breeding
animal.
• Quality, such as condition of skin and coat, weight and fitness, grooming.
• Movement, which includes freedom of stride, style and way of going.
• Substance, such as density of bone and muscle.
• Manners, or the horse's behavior in the ring.
• Presence, an awake and aware attitude.
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LADIES SIDE SADDLE
In Ladies Side Saddle, horses are shown in either English or Western tack and attire.
Period attire is also accepted and encouraged to be researched as to the authenticity of
the entire costume. Hat and boots are required. Horses are shown in both directions of
the ring at a walk, jog or trot, and a lope or canter. This class is judged 85% on manners,
performance, suitability as a sidesaddle mount, quality and conformation. The
appropriate side saddle attire is given 15% weight in the judging.

SPORT HORSE
Sport horses are a style of horse that is bred for jumping, dressage, and combined or
carriage driving. These horses have a large stride (step) that help them cover a lot of
ground. Sport Horses compete in hand and under saddle classes. In hand classes are
judged on conformation, movement, suitability, and manners. Exhibitors walk and trot
their horses on a triangle pattern and are scored by a judge standing at the apex of the
triangle. In under saddle classes horses walk, trot, canter in both directions and horses
are judged on movement and if they are suitable for sport disciplines (jumping,
dressage, eventing, and driving).

WESTERN PLEASURE

Western Pleasure horses are shown in a stock type saddle & a standard western type
headstall with any standard western bit. Junior horses five years old & younger can be
shown in hackamores or snaffle bits, as long as the horse has not been shown in any
western event in a curb bit. Riders wear western hats, long sleeved shirts with collars &
scarves or ties. A vest, jacket or sweater may also be worn. Chaps & boots are required.
The horse may wear boots or bandages only in Reining, Working Cow & Cutting classes.
The horses are shown at a flat footed, ground covering four beat walk. The jog is a two
beat gait that is free, square, slow & easy. The lope is a true three beat gait that is
smooth, slow, easy & straight on both leads. Open horses will also be asked to hand
gallop. There should be a distinct difference between the lope & the hand gallop. In the
Open division, the classes are judged on manners, performance, substance, quality &
conformation. Junior horse classes are judged on substance, quality, performance &
manners. Amateur and Junior exhibitor classes are judged on manners, performance,
suitability of the horse to the rider, substance, quality & conformation.

WORKING COW
Working Cow classes are designed to demonstrate the horse's ability to hold, contain
and work a cow. Each horse is scored on a scale of Oto infinity with 70 being the mark
of "average". Points are added or subtracted from the base score of 70 for faults,
penalties or credits to arrive at the final score. Penalties will be counted for loosing a
working advantage with the cow, passing the cow, loosing control of the cow, biting or
striking the cow, and knocking the cow down.

TRAIL HORSE
Trail horses are shown over and through obstacles at a walk, jog and lope. This class is
judged 70% on performance and way of going with an emphasis on manners. 20% on
appointments, equipment and neatness and 10% on conformation.

CLASS ABRIVIATIONS
JTR = Junior to Ride. JOTR = Junior Owner to Ride. ATR = Amateur to Ride.
AATR = Adult Amateur to Ride. AAOTR = Adult Amateur to Ride.
Open = Open to Anyone (typically professionals show in this division)

LEARN MORE
Additional information about the Arabian horse can be found by visiting the Scottsdale
Show website at www.scottsdaleshow.com

