
So Here It Goes 

By: Hope McMahone 

(Inspired by the Billy Joel song, “And So It Goes”) 

 
Miranda Allen (F) stands at the altar ready to marry Aaron Jones (M).  

Aaron Jones, I can not even begin to express what you mean to me. But that isn’t 

going to stop me from trying. 4 years, 3 months, and 18 days ago, I was supposed to be 

flying from Nashville to Miami. Little did I know that when they announced my trip would 
be cancelled, a whole new adventure would be started by the handsome guy reading an 

Agatha Christie novel two seats over from me. I have never been so happy to miss a 
flight in my entire life. That day I met the most wonderful man I’ve ever had the pleasure 

of knowing, and I am so thankful to be standing here today by your side, promising to 

stay there for the rest of my life. 
You and I have made it through our fair share of long nights, fights, trials, and 

tests, and I promise that whatever we face in the future, we will face it together, as a 
team. I promise to sit by your bedside when you’re sick, to encourage you when you 

feel overwhelmed, and to laugh at your jokes—even when no one else finds them 

funny. Aaron, you know more than anyone that I have a lot to work on. I vow to you 
today to be open and honest with you. I vow to be patient. I vow to use our marriage 

and the way I live my life to honor God and to honor you as my husband. I will treat you 
with respect. And I will treasure the love between us, and daily thank God for you.  

When I was writing these vows, I started thinking about my life in the long-run 

and how it’s changed in the last four-odd years. I can remember very vividly sitting 
alone on a park bench and asking God if there was even anybody out there for 

me—pleading with him because I felt so alone, and I just wanted someone that I could 
pour my heart into, and someone who would do the same for me. And as I sat there on 

that bench, I remember just this feeling—somewhere deep in the heart of me— of Him 

saying, “Wait. Be patient.” Well, you can imagine that I didn’t really like that answer. 
Must be the Type 3 in me. But I waited. And it was worth it. Because now the love of my 

life is standing right in front of me, staring me in the eyes, and that feeling—that voice— 
is now saying, “See, here he is.” And for the time I spent waiting on you to come into my 

life, I promise to give you your turn at waiting on me for the rest of yours. Aaron, I need 



you to know that you are worth every second of the wait. If I had to do it all a second 
time, I would gladly wait all the hours over again just to have you in my life for every 

minute afterward.  
Today I get to show everyone just how much I love you. If it wasn’t obvious 

enough in the dress and with all the decorations, I’m also doing the whole 

public-speaking thing in front of pretty much everyone I know. My love, you amaze me 
with your intelligence and wit. You show the world that kindness is strength, and that 

courage can be as simple as doing the right thing even when it isn’t the easiest. You 
challenge me to grow in my faith. You passionately face each morning and embrace 

adventure head-on. It is so exciting to know that I get to spend the rest of my life finding 

and embracing new passions with you, facing our fears together, and solving life’s 
mysteries one page at a time. 

In just a few moments, they’re going to announce us husband and wife. I vow to 
you that when I take on that commitment, I will make a choice every day to be the best I 

can for the both of us. I promise to celebrate our victories together, to wipe away each 

other's tears, to share all of my green gummy bears with you, to be your best friend and 
your partner in mischief, to swap stories as we wait on flight cancellations, and to dance 

with you until our feet ache and we’re too old to do anything but sway along to Ed 
Sheeran. I promise that whatever our family may look like in the future, that each day 

will be met with hope and grace, and that our household will reflect a love that is patient, 

kind, humble, honoring, selfless, truthful, protective, trusting, and resolute. I vow to put 
your needs before my own. I, Miranda Allen, choose to give you my heart, and if you’ll 

choose to give me yours, I vow to cherish and protect it, as long as we both shall live. I 
love you, Aaron. 


