
Sarajevo 

By: Anna Medley 

ERIKA is the new head editor of the “Mastering Modern World History” by Palgrave 

Macmillan. This book was previously published by Norman Lowe over the past 31 years. She is 

the first female head editor they have ever had in this company with this text. She is starting a 

meeting with executives on what to contribute in the 6th edition of the text.  

She enters the conference room. She is cold, strict, and wastes no time because she has to be. In 

a room of male executives, she is the only female and has the highest power, however she still 

feels inferior.  

 

ERIKA: (standing, possibly leaning against the table, giving her speech of a lifetime) Good 

afternoon everybody. Thank you all for coming. I am glad you found your way in. I wanted to 

start this meeting by asking why we are all here. Not just why we are here. But why we are here. 

Why do you think I decided to choose Sarajevo as our location for creating the next piece of 

nonfiction that will educate students all around the world.  

No one? 

Well, as some of you may know, Sarajevo is the location where the Austrian Archduke Franz 

Ferdinand was assassinated, starting the first World War. And while I am not one to celebrate 

world wars, I thank God it happened because without Gavrilo Princip our world might not be as 

connected or filled with rich history.  

I know these statements can seem a little crass but history is why we are here. We are here to tell 

the stories that connect us all. That show the humanity we all share and hopefully, if we are 

lucky, spread empathy.  

And without empathy, how are we supposed to move past all the horrific history into the life-

changing, for the better, history. 

Alright, enough of that. Let’s get down to it. (sits)   

Here I have the list of necessaries. (reads from list, very quickly, list like): Part 1: War and 

International Relations: We have…First World War, League of Nations, Second World War, 

Cold War, United Nations, Conflict in the Middle East, War against Global Terrorism 

Part 2: The Rise of Fascism and Governments to the Right: Italy, Germany, Japan and Spain 

Part 3: Communism- Rise and Decline: Russia, Soviet Union and Stalin, China, Korea, Vietnam 

Part 4: The United States of America: Pre-Second World War, Civil Rights Movement, 

America’s Ignorance of their own Terrorism 

(someone stops her) 



Yes, Mr. Harris? 

(asks “wait…America’s Ignorance of their own Terrorism”) 

Yes. America’s Ignorance of their own Terrorism. It will be included in this new addition.  

Ever since 9/11 America has had a justified fear of terrorism against the US. However, groups 

like the Ku Klux Klan which was created in 1866 uses terrorist activities to kill their fellow 

citizens. And while there have been several acts and constitutions to alienate people from Middle 

Eastern countries, The KKK is still active and has never been formally outlawed. Ahmaud 

Arbery was killed in February by some racists in Georgia and no one did anything about it until 

May.  

And of course, I’m not trying to point fingers at anyone because everyone has their own 

problems. I mean look at ISIS, India’s United National Liberation Front, al-Qaeda. We all have 

things we need to work out.  

And that is our duty here. To show what has happened in the past and currently and to inspire 

people to want to make a change! 

We can help make the change.  

We don’t want another Sarajevo.  


