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New Name, Same Mission
We changed our name from the Friends of Dane County
Parks, Inc. to the Foundation for Dane County Parks
for two reasons:
1.

2.

To remove confusion with
individual park friends groups

Like the Friends previously, the
Foundation is all volunteer and managed
by a volunteer Board of Directors. We
exist to support our wonderful Dane
County Parks system in three ways:

For

Dane County
Parks

1.

Continue fundraising for the endowment and
allocate some of the interest from the endowment
to Friends groups through grants approved by a
broadly based allocations committee

2.

Support the Parks on mutually agreed upon
projects like the accessible piers project

3.

Act as a fiscal agent for organizations
supporting the Parks.

To serve Dane County Parks more
effectively for fundraising purposes.

We are still a tax exempt 501(c)(3) organization and
have not changed our mission of building the endowment as a permanent self-sustaining revenue source
for Parks. The endowment continues to be held by
Madison Community Foundation under the name
Friends of Dane County Parks Endowment #1030301.

Foundation

Our name has changed but our overall
mission remains the same.

Springing into volunteerism
Now that the snow has melted
and the ground is thawing,
there’s an upwelling of volunteer
opportunities to benefit our
Dane County Parks this
spring—from dog park cleanups
and prescribed burns to pollinator gardening, seed collection,
and shrub trimming. Several
Friends groups also hold regularly scheduled restoration workdays, which often include invasive species removal and prairie
maintenance. New volunteers
are welcome and encouraged!
Over 30 events are held by our
dedicated Friends groups assisted by Parks staff during the
month of April alone. Of note are
several family-friendly events
that highlight Youth Service Day,
Earth Day, and Arbor Day.

Saturday, April 27
9 a.m. to noon
Youth Service Day at
McCarthy Youth
Conservation Park
Saturday, April 27
noon to 3 p.m.
Arbor Day Celebration at
Silverwood County Park
Saturday, April 27
Arbor Day Celebration at
Anderson County Park
Sunday, April 28
1-3 p.m.
Springtime at Schumacher
Farm County Park
Volunteering your time at our
Dane County Parks is a rewarding way to give back to your
community, spend time with
other conservation -minded
individuals, stay active, and get

some fresh air. In 2018, over 3,000 volunteers
supported our parks by donating more than
65,400 hours.Consider doing your part to
make our parks a better place by checking
out these upcoming volunteer workdays and
community events.
To view the event calendar and to learn more
about becoming a registered
volunteer or certified land steward, visit:
www.danecountyparks.com/Volunteer-Program

Our Thanks to Diane Ballweg
The Foundation for Dane County Parks thanks Diane Ballweg for her service to the Dane County community
through her work with the Madison Community Foundation. Diane has provided outstanding leadership to MCF.
Her contributions will continue benefiting so many for years in the future. Thank you Diane for your time and
generous gifts to the Dane County community!

Accessible Piers in Dane County Parks
The Foundation for Dane County
Parks is partnering with the
Madison Fishing Expo, Access
Ability Wisconsin, and Dane
County Parks to develop a parks
system-wide accessibility upgrade
of piers to improve lake access and
shore fishing opportunities for
those with mobility challenges.

People with mobility challenges
are often confronted with isolation and do not have access to
the socialization and experiential
benefits of the outdoors. Also, our
population is aging, and by 2030
one in every five residents will be
retirement age. Many more
seniors will be in need of adaptation of their environment including access to natural resources.
Studies have repeatedly shown
the positive benefits to physical
and mental health when people
can participate in the outdoors.
"As I age, I want to be able to still
get near the water around Dane
County with fishing pole or
binoculars (fishing and birding),
and be able to do that safely. I can
sometimes get some help, but
real independence is to be just
that—independent," said Charlie
Grimm director of Madison
Fishing Expo.

The eight properties identified
include Babcock Park, Lussier
Park, Fish Camp County Park, Fish
Lake Natural Resource Area,
Silverwood County Park, Tenney
Lock Breakwater, Crystal Lake,
and Mendota County Park.
Improvements proposed would
include vehicle parking and paths
providing barrier free access to
new floating piers, rest rooms,
and seating.

At least eight new accessible pier
locations have been identified in
our County Parks to improve access
to the lakes and water for people of
Work is expected to begin in 2019
all mobility levels. Over the next
on three piers. We hope to raise
several years, this program will
the funds to begin the match and
provide access to this important
our first goal is $100,000. "This
outdoor resource for people who
project is important because it is
have not previously been able to
the right thing to do on so many
do so, including low income senior
levels—basic rights, health,
citizens, wounded veterans and
psychological and physical
people with physical and cognitive
health, and the ability to enjoy
challenges. Substantial funding
nature just like everyone else,”
would be provided privately and
said Monica Spaeni, president of
will augment a matching fund of
Access Ability Wisconsin.
$100,000 placed in the County's
2019 budget.
For more information or to donate toward the piers, contact us at Foundation
for Dane County Parks, 5201 Fen Oak Drive, Ste 208, Madison, WI 53718,
or contact foundationfordanecountyparks@gmail.com.

Save the Date
Did You Know?
Dane County Parks welcomed
over 3 million visitors to its parks,
trails, and facilities in 2018.

Sunday, August 11, 2019
Noon-4 p.m.
Barks for Parks Fundraiser for
Dane County Dog Parks
Badger Prairie County Park

Wednesday, September 18, 2019
Foundation for Dane County Parks
Fall Fundraising Event
Lussier Family Heritage Center

Foundation for Dane County Parks is
Accepting Grant Applications in 2019
• Interpretation: Creating
awareness and exploration
of the cultural heritage,
archeology, geography,
climate, and natural resources of Dane County.

The Foundation for Dane County
Parks is proud to announce it will
be awarding grants to organizations supporting interpretation,
education, and volunteerism
within the Dane County Parks.
These grants will be paid for
from interest earned from the
Friends of the Dane County
Parks Endowment Fund, which
was founded in 2014 to support:

Grants will range
from $500-$2,000
in the first year.

$600,000

Grant requests must be
made by June 30, with
recipients being notified by
• Education: Engaging
September 1st. Grant
children, adults, communi- requests will be reviewed by
ties, and organizations in
a broad-based
outdoor learning and
Foundation committee
creativity.
composed of representatives of the community,
• Volunteerism: Supporting donors, and parks volunteers.
and encouraging individuals A public event will be held at
and groups to contribute
a later date to announce and
their time, effort, and
recognize the successful
resources for the benefit of applicants.
their park system.

$500,000

$400,000

To request a copy of the grant application, please email
committee chair Andy Lewis at: ablewis7@gmail.com.

The Foundation for Dane
County Parks Legacy Society
The Foundation for Dane
County Parks works with the
Madison Community
Foundation to help people who
are committed to the County
Parks leave a lasting legacy.
Sharing the legacy can have
extraordinary impact on the
growth of the Foundation and
allow us to support our Parks in
perpetuity. You can do this by
naming the Friends of the Dane
County Parks Endowment
#1030301 in your will or estate
plans.
The endowment has been
managed by the Madison
Community Foundation from

its inception in 2014. By
naming the Foundation for the
Dane County Parks Endowment in your estate plan, you
will help ensure that our many
park volunteers are supported,
along with educational and
interpretation services within
the parks. The Foundation will
recognize every planned gift
on its Facebook page and in
many other ways and events as
our organization grows.
Donors will also be recognized
on the Madison Community
Foundation website.
If the endowment is included
in your estate plan, please let
us know by submitting a

$300,000
confidential statement
of intent to us. It is not
legally binding and
may be changed at any
time in the future. The
statement of intent form can
be requested from
ablewis7@gmail.com.

$200,000

To learn more about
ways of giving through
your will or estate and
impacts you can make
with your future gift to the
parks, you can also contact
David Koehler at the
Madison Community
Foundation, (608) 263-1763,
legacy@madisongives.org.

$100,000

