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• Ag. Secretary for Tourism, Culture and 

Wildlife, Mr. George Masinga; 

 

• Ag. Director of Tourism, Mr. Sosten 

Lingwalanya; 

 

• Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen;  

 

• Members of the press here present. 

 

It gives me pleasure to be addressing you 

this morning as I formally announce that the 

2021 National Tourism Month will be 

commemorated under the theme ‘Tourism 

for Inclusive Growth’. This theme focuses on 

Tourism’s ability to drive inclusive 

development and the role it plays in 

promoting respect while generating 

opportunities for many millions across the 

globe.  
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Like many other economic sectors, the 

tourism industry has been hit hard by the 

Covid19 pandemic. Closer to home, many 

businesses have been affected and so have 

communities and other marginalized groups 

that depend on tourism to sustain their 

livelihoods.  

 

The theme therefore describes this year’s 

World tourism day commemoration as an 

opportunity to look beyond tourism statistics 

and acknowledge that behind every 

number, there is a person. To that end, It is 

therefore essential that the benefits of 

tourism are enjoyed widely and fairly.  
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Objectives of National Tourism Month  

Ladies and Gentlemen and Distinguished 

Members of the Press, you are well aware 

that my Ministry designated national tourism 

month as a platform for fostering awareness 

of the socio and economic contributions’ of 

tourism to the country’s economy.  

 

In line with the theme therefore, the main 

aim of the national tourism month this year, 

will be to celebrate tourism’s ability to drive 

inclusive development, and the role it plays 

in promoting respect while generating 

opportunities for many people across the 

country.  
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Relevance of National Tourism Month  

The Malawi 2063 (MW2063) has defined 

tourism as an important integral of the three 

pillars that will ensure an inclusively wealthy 

and self-reliant nation at the shortest time 

possible. The country targets graduating into 

a middle-income economy by 2030 and 

become an industrialized upper middle-

income economy by 2063. For this to 

happen, tourism has been identified as one 

of the sectors that can support the country 

in attaining the middle-income status by 

2030.  

  

In that regard, the recovery of the tourism 

sector will be premised on an inclusive 

approach. Going forward, sector 

investments and developments will ensure 
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that local communities are benefitting from 

tourism activities.  

In addition, through the implementation of 

strategies such as the Domestic Tourism 

Marketing strategy and the Malawi Eco 

Tourism strategy, locals are not only being 

encouraged to increase travel and 

utilization of tourism products and services 

but also to be involved in the sector so as to 

reap the benefits. 

 

2021 National Tourism Month Activities 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen and Distinguished 

Members of the Press to commemorate the 

month, the Ministry has lined up the following 

activities: 
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• Introducing photo and video 

challenge competitions jointly with 

industry players, local communities and 

travelers engaging in local activities 

and events.  

• Undertaking regional media 

familiarization tours to establishments 

that are working closely with local 

communities. 

• Carrying out stakeholder engagements 

between this Ministry and captains of 

the industry; to share experiences and 

also advance government’s position 

towards recovery programme of the 

sector.  

• Commemoration of World Tourism Day.  
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Role of Private Sector and the General Public 

in this Month 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Distinguished 

Members of the Press, looking at the 

devastating effects of the covid19 

pandemic on tourism in our country, it is 

evident that the restart of tourism will only be 

possible if there is increased collaboration 

among various players.  To ensure that no 

one is left behind, I wish to urge members of 

the public to take some time and support 

the tourism industry.  Whether by buying 

curios, eating at a local restaurant, 

attending an event or going to various tourist 

attractions in the country.  This support will 

help to sustain livelihoods of those that 

depend on a thriving tourism industry.  
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On the part of the industry players, I wish to 

request that they introduce special 

packages for the local travelers to enjoy.  As 

we create products and services that locals 

can enjoy, we are also increasing the 

opportunities that local communities 

especially women and the youth, can 

benefit from; hence not leaving anyone 

behind.  To the financial sector, I would like 

to appeal to them to come up with tailor 

made services that will help the sustainability 

of the industry during the period when most 

hospitality firms have been hit hard by the 

Covid-19 pandemic.  
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Lastly, I call upon all tourism sector players to 

remain resilient as we welcome visitors to the 

Warm Heart of Africa following the 

reopening of our borders.  

 

This marks the end of my statement and I 

thank you for your attention.  

 

I will now take your questions.  


