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October 2020 VSP Newsletter 
Now reaching over 650 subscribers 

 

N THIS ISSUE: 

 

 Quarterly Report Due Oct 10, 

2020 

 Five Year Report Template 

Release Webinar – Not 

Recorded! 

 The Next Five Year Report 

Template Training – November 5, 

2020 at 1 pm 

 VSP Five Year Report Template 

Release Follow-up Information 

 VSP Monitoring Forum – 

Available for viewing 

 The Next Joint VSP meeting is 

October 29, 2020 at 9 a.m. 

 Commission Presentation on 

VSP to the Legislature  

 Five-year Report Due Dates 

 Commission Revamps VSP Web 

Pages 

 VSP FY 21-23 Budget Request 

 Commission Seeks 

Environmental Representative for 

the SAC 

 VSP County-Commission 

Contract Retainage Amendment 

 WDFW Seeks to Fill Their VSP 

Coordinator Position 

 

QUARTERLY REPORT DUE 

OCTOBER 10, 2020:  The VSP 

quarterly report for July 1 – September 

30, 2020 is due October 10, 2020. Avoid 

the rush and turn it in sooner! 

 

FIVE YEAR REPORT TEMPLATE 

WEBINAR:  Due to technical difficulties, 

the training webinar on the five year 

report template the Commission held 

September 25, 2020 was not recorded.    

 

The Commission intends to hold another 

training webinar on November 5, 2020, 

from 1 pm – 3 pm (for details on how to 

register for that webinar, see the next 

item).   

 

In the meantime, the preview webinar 

the Commission held in July 2020, 

which contained much of the same 

information, is still available for viewing 

here.  We regret the inconvenience!     

 

ANOTHER FIVE YEAR REPORT 

TEMPLATE TRAINING WEBINAR: The 

Commission will host a second training 

webinar of the VSP five year report 

template on November 5, 2020 at 1 p.m.  

We will be sure to record it this time! 

 

The template is intended for county 

work groups to use for their for five year 

reporting requirements under VSP. 

I 

https://www.formstack.com/forms/?2221155-U3eHq4N8zh
https://www.formstack.com/forms/?2221155-U3eHq4N8zh
https://vimeo.com/441124504


 

P
ag

e2
 

The webinar will assist county work 

group members, technical service 

providers, county staff and others who 

are implementing VSP to understand 

and use the template to provide the 

Commission with the information 

needed for success in the five year 

reporting process.   

After registering, you will receive a 

confirmation email containing 

information about joining the webinar. 

 

Please register for VSP Five Year 

Report Template on Nov 5, 2020 1:00 

PM PST at: 

 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/reg

ister/1135407793850022158  

 

After registering, you will receive a 

confirmation email containing 

information about joining the webinar. 

 

If you have questions or are a person 

with a disability and need special 

accommodations, please contact the 

Conservation Commission at (360) 407- 

6200. 

 

VSP 5 YEAR REPORT TEMPLATE 

RELEASE FOLLOW-UP 

INFORMATION:  The Commission is 

working on the components necessary 

for the release of the VSP 5 year report 

template to the remaining 25 VSP 

counties who are set to submit their five 

year VSP reports between November 

2020 and June 2021.  Those items 

include:    

 

 A letter to each VSP county 

instructing them to use the 

template to submit their five year 

report.  The letter will be sent by 

regular mail and by email to both 

the person responsible for VSP at 

the county, and the service 

provider (if known to the 

Commission) who will actually 

submit the report on behalf of the 

county work group.   

 The 5 year report process Guide, 

which will be posted on the VSP 

web page 

 The 5 year report template and 

instructions, which will be 

emailed to each county contact 

for VSP  

 The unique password necessary 

for each county to access the 

template 

 

The Commission anticipates having all 

of these components in place for 

release in mid-October.   

 

Please contact Bill Eller at 

beller@scc.wa.gov if you need to 

identify someone other than the official 

responsible person at your county who 

should receive the letter, template, 

instructions and password so that we 

can get those components into the right 

hands for a successful report submittal.   

 

VSP MONITORING FORUM WEBINAR:  

Last month the Commission hosted a  

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1135407793850022158
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1135407793850022158
mailto:beller@scc.wa.gov
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VSP Monitoring Forum.  Forum topics 

covered a range of themes from 

landscape change detection to nutrient 

and erosion monitoring.  Thanks to all of 

the presenters.  If you have questions or 

feedback please contact Levi Keesecker 

via email lkeesecker@scc.wa.gov  or 

phone 360-789-3650.  

 

If you missed it, it is available for 

viewing on the Commission’s VSP 

Administrator web page under the 

“What’s New?” section.  A direct link to 

the recording is here.   

 

JOINT TECHNICAL PANEL AND 

STATEWIDE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MEETING:  Due to the ongoing 

pandemic, and to continue protecting 

the health and safety of our staff, 

volunteers, and the public, this meeting 

will be conducted via online web 

meeting and teleconference. All 

members of the public are welcome. If 

you would like to join us online, please 

follow the link included in the agenda to 

receive additional information on how to 

participate. 

 

The next joint meeting of the Statewide 

Advisory Committee and Technical 

Panel will be Thursday, October 29, 

2020, at 9 a.m. Links to join are below:    

 

Joint VSP TP and SAC meeting  

Thu, Oct 29, 2020 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

(PDT)  

 

Please join my meeting from your 

computer, tablet or smartphone.  

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/8

24629349  

 

You can also dial in using your phone.  

United States: +1 (669) 224-3412  

 

Access Code: 824-629-349  

 

New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now 

and be ready when your first meeting 

starts: 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/instal

l/824629349 

 

The agenda and other materials will be 

posted on the Commission VSP web 

page. 

 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

PRESENTATION TO THE 

LEGISLATURE:  The Commission 

provided testimony to the House Rural 

Development, Agriculture & Natural 

Resources Committee on September 

23, 2020 on the status of the 

VSP.  We’ve linked that video on the 

Commission’s VSP Administrators web 

page.  A direct link is here.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:lkeesecker@scc.wa.gov
https://www.scc.wa.gov/vsp/overview
https://transcripts.gotomeeting.com/#/s/21c46854536bd94a6fc6a4be354dd1e41c545783ce4495510cd22627f1d7668e
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/824629349
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/824629349
tel:+16692243412,,824629349
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/824629349
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/824629349
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2020091015&autoStartStream=true
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FIVE YEAR REPORT DUE DATES:   

  

COUNTY 

5 YEAR 

REPORT 

DUE 

Kittitas 11.17.20 

Mason 11.24.20 

Garfield 11.30.20 

Asotin 12.14.20 

Grant 12.14.20 

San Juan 12.21.20 

Cowlitz 12.22.20 

Pacific 12.22.20 

Okanogan 12.28.20 

Benton 1.12.21 

Skagit 1.19.21 

Whitman 1.19.21 

Columbia 1.20.21 

Yakima 1.21.21 

Douglas 1.22.21 

Pend Oreille 2.2.21 

Franklin 2.24.21 

Walla Walla 3.7.21 

Stevens 3.10.21 

Ferry 3.14.21 

Grays Harbor 3.21.21 

Lincoln 3.21.21 

Lewis 4.18.21 

Spokane 4.22.21 

Adams 5.23.21 

 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

REVAMPS WEB SITE: Last month the 

Commission sent out a special notice 

outlining our new web site and how to 

access VSP from it.  Changes were 

necessary for cyber security and 

accessibility considerations.   

 

Please be prepared for this change 

when you next access our VSP web 

page.  VSP administrators should use 

this link to access information for them:   

https://www.scc.wa.gov/vsp/overview  

 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION VSP 

FY 21-23 BUDGET REQUEST:  The 

Conservation Commission (SCC) is 

seeking funding to continue 

implementing the Voluntary Stewardship 

Program (VSP), including all 27 county 

work plans, and provide for state agency 

participation in the evaluation, review, 

and monitoring of work plan success. 

 

Background 

The SCC is tasked by statute to 

implement the VSP.  In the past two 

years VSP counties have finished 

developing their local work plans and all 

counties have begun implementing their 

plans.  By the end of April 2021, all 

counties will have submitted their first 

five-year review and evaluation report.   

 

Proposal 

The decision package will fund: 

 

Implementation of 27 local county 

VSP work plans ($6,750,000).  VSP 

counties have developed work plans 

describing the application of VSP.  All 

work plans have been completed and 

were approved by the end of the 2017-

19 biennium.  Counties are now 

implementing their work plans, which 

includes outreach to landowners, 

developing individual landowner 

stewardship plans, monitoring the 

progress of implementation of these 

individual plans, and monitoring the 

https://www.scc.wa.gov/vsp/overview
https://www.scc.wa.gov/vsp/overview
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status of protection and enhancement of 

critical areas. 

 

Funding to accomplish this is calculated 

at $250,000 per VSP county for the 

biennium.  Last biennium’s funding was 

at $240,000 per VSP county.  The 

increase is based on feedback from the 

VSP counties as to the resources 

needed for implementation.  Many 

counties requested more, but the SCC 

believes the $250,000 amount is a 

reasonable state contribution.  The SCC 

encourages each VSP county to make 

their own financial contribution to local 

VSP implementation.   

 

The use of these funds is up to each 

VSP work group, but includes meeting 

statutory reporting requirements and 

ensuring progress on their plans.   

 

SCC administration of the VSP 

($500,000).  The SCC is charged by the 

VSP statute to oversee and administer 

the VSP.  The administrative tasks 

include formulating the VSP Technical 

Panel and Statewide Advisory 

Committee, conducting their meetings, 

having staff serve on the Technical 

Panel, creating a five-year reporting 

template and process, serving as the 

statewide clearinghouse for VSP 

information, policy and procedure, 

assisting counties with monitoring and 

data collection, conducting outreach and 

education events, meetings, and 

webinars, and creating and managing a 

VSP web page.   

 

Additionally, SCC staff provide critical 

scientific guidance to local VSP work 

groups in relation to monitoring 

approaches, analysis, and reporting to 

assess both environmental quality and 

agricultural viability. 

 

Other agency participation in VSP 

($600,000).  The WDFW, WSDA, and 

ECY join with the SCC to serve on the 

VSP Technical Panel, which approves 

all plans.  Now that all VSP counties are 

implementing their plans, the Panel’s 

role shifts to the review and evaluation 

of five year reports of the VSP work 

groups for the on-going success of the 

plans and their adaptive management 

actions.  Agencies will also be 

coordinating with counties on VSP 

monitoring in the field.     

 

WDFW’s High Resolution Change 

Detection (HRCD) ($575,000).  VSP 

counties must monitor and document 

their work plan implementation so that, 

at a minimum, their plan protects and 

does not impact critical areas.  

Monitoring these potential impacts 

allows the VSP work groups to 

adaptively manage their plans to 

achieve the resource protection goals.  

This is a requirement of VSP not found 

in non-VSP counties.  A key tool for 

many VSP work groups is the use of 

High Resolution Change Detection 

(HRCD) technologies at WDFW.   

HRCD is visual imagery from the air that 

allows technicians to determine whether 
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changes are happening on the ground.  

Some VSP county work plans rely on 

this technology to support their outreach 

and landowner assistance work.  

Although WDFW has used this 

technology in a few counties, more 

resources are needed to support the 

use of HRCD in VSP work plan 

implementation.  WDFW requests 

$575,000 per biennium for High 

Resolution Change Detection (HRCD) 

for counties using VSP.  

 

The Commission understands the need 

during the COVID-19 pandemic to 

maximize productivity while maintaining 

quality service with less resources.  The 

Commission’s VSP budget proposal 

seeks to achieve that with a nearly 15% 

reduction for the 2021-23 biennia over 

the FY 19-21 biennial proposal. 

 

Total funding request for VSP for the 

2021-23 biennium is $8,425,000.  

 

COMMISSION SEEKS 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPRESENTATIVE 

FOR THE SAC:  An important part of 

the Voluntary Stewardship Program 

(VSP) is the Statewide Advisory 

Committee (SAC) appointed by the 

director of the Conservation 

Commission (Commission).  

 

The SAC is comprised of environmental, 

agricultural, and county members, and 

tribal representation is also sought.  The 

SAC serves to advise the director of the 

Commission on a variety of policy and 

programmatic aspects of VSP.   

 

The Commission is currently seeking an 

environmental representative to serve 

on the SAC.  The term is for two years.  

Meetings are generally held every 

month or every other month.  Members 

serve as volunteers to help the 

Commission achieve the goals of VSP, 

which include protecting critical areas 

while maintaining agricultural viability.   

 

More information on the SAC can be 

found at the Commission’s VSP web 

page.  If interested in serving, interested 

persons should contact Ron Shultz, 

Director of Policy and Inter-

governmental Relations, 

rshultz@scc.wa.gov or by phone at  

360-407-7507.  

 

VSP COUNTY – COMMISSION 

CONTRACT RETAINAGE 

AMENDMENT:  Each county contract 

with the Commission for VSP contains a 

provision for retainage of 10% of the 

contract amount, subject to certain 

performance requirements.  The 

Commission anticipates releasing those 

funds to each county in the coming 

weeks, so counties will have access to 

the full amount of funds allocated to 

them for VSP through June 30, 2021.   

 

Each county should receive a contract 

amendment adding the retainage into 

the contract in a few weeks.  If you have 

any questions, please contact Karla 

https://scc.wa.gov/vsp/
https://scc.wa.gov/vsp/
mailto:rshultz@scc.wa.gov
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Heinitz at 360-407-6212 or by email at 

kheinitz@scc.wa.gov. 

 

WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT 

OF WILDLIFE SEEKS VSP 

COORDINATOR:  The WDFW has 

reopened their VSP Coordinator 

recruitment, and is seeking to fill that 

position.  The deadline to apply is fast 

approaching (October 4, 2020).  To 

apply of find out more about this 

position, follow this link. 

 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE VSP 

NEWSLETTER:  New subscribers 

should access this link and choose the 

subscription for the “Voluntary 

Stewardship Program (VSP)” under the 

Programs and Policy tab: 

 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accou

nts/WASCC/subscriber/new.   

 

If you have any questions on how to 

sign up, please contact Bill Eller 

(beller@scc.wa.gov) or Laura Johnson 

(LJohnson@scc.wa.gov) at the 

Commission.   

 

Bill Eller | beller@scc.wa.gov | 509-

385-7512 | Washington State 

Conservation Commission 

 

 

mailto:kheinitz@scc.wa.gov
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/2868007/voluntary-stewardship-program-vsp-coordinator-permanent-project-06479?keywords=06479&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WASCC/subscriber/new
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WASCC/subscriber/new
mailto:beller@scc.wa.gov
mailto:LJohnson@scc.wa.gov
mailto:beller@scc.wa.gov

