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Forest Action Plan
Washington’s Forest Action Plan is a comprehensive review of 
forests across all lands — public, private, rural and urban —
that offers proactive solutions to conserve, protect and 
enhance the trees and forests that people and wildlife depend 
on.



Forest Action Plan
• Requirement established by 

Congress in 2008.

• Washington State Forest Action 
Plan released in 2010 and 
revision published in 2017.

• In FY2018 Washington State 
DNR received $12.8M to fund 8 
cooperative forestry programs.



Cooperative Forestry Programs
• Community Forestry and Open Space
• Cooperative Lands – Forest Health Management
• Forest Legacy
• Forest Stewardship
• Landscape Scale Restoration
• State Fire Assistance
• Urban and Community Forestry
• Volunteer Fire Assistance



2020 Forest Action Plan
Planning Process Core Tenets

• Develop the plan collaboratively. 

• Respect diverse partner interests.

• Utilize peer reviewed science.

• Identify implementable 
milestones.

• Publish a plan that is user-friendly.



2020 Forest Action Plan
Key Objectives 

1. Identify opportunities to align strategies, resources, and 
investments across DNR programs and with our partners. 

2. Reinforce DNR commitment to existing strategies and 
clarify the linkages between current plans.

3. Create the enabling conditions to develop a Western 
Washington Forest Health and Resiliency Strategy.



Threats Facing Forests
1. Climate Change
2. Insect and Disease Outbreaks 
3. Drought
4. Wildfire
5. Invasive Species
6. Conversion



Overarching Strategies
1. Landscape Resilience
2. Wildland Urban Interface and Fragmentation 
3. Community and Urban Resilience 
4. Stewardship of Working Lands
5. Wildlife and Salmon Recovery 
6. Water Quality + Quantity 



20-Year Forest Health Strategic Plan
• 1.25 million acres treated by 2037

• Reduce risk of uncharacteristic 
wildfire and other disturbances

• Enhance economic development

• Integrate landowner objectives 
and responsibilities

• Develop and implement a 
monitoring program



10-Year Wildland Fire Protection Plan
1. Fully capable, integrated and 

sustainable systems.

2. Resilient landscapes.

3. Communities are prepared & 
adapted – now and in the 
future.

4. Response is safe and effective.





Western Washington Forest Health and Resilience 

Where will active management and 

focused investments lead to improved 

conditions? 

Forest Health and 
Resilience Indicators Values at Risk+ = Priority Areas



Forest Health and Resilience Indicators

Fire

Drought 
Vulnerability

Invasive Species

Biodiversity

Forest Departure

Hydrology and 
Aquatics

High severity montane and 
mixed-severity lowland

Climate, species comp, structure, 
density, soils

Established invasives, native 
encroachment, pathogens

Current conditions, seral stages

Roads

Habitat connectivity, pattern and 
integrity

Landscape 
Susceptibility



Values at Risk

Fish and Wildlife

Water

Rare and Unique 
Habitats

Wildland Urban 
Interface

Socio-economic

Timber

Miles of listed fish streams, 
number of T&E species

Drinking water source areas

Natural Areas

Location of mills, recreation 
infrastructure and high use sites

Volume 

WUI layer

Location of 
things we 
care about



Stakeholder Input

• Consider programs, tools, and resources available to support 

forest health and resilience outcomes

• Focus initial planning efforts on watersheds that are majority 

National Forest System that would benefit from active 

management and restoration

• Develop a more comprehensive approach to addressing risk of 

conversion and loss of forests



Partner Engagement
Public Survey and Direct Outreach 

Review and Contributors Team

Technical Panel

Forest Action Plan Webinars
• Feb 26, 2020 @ 12PM
• April 14, 2020 @ 12PM

We want to hear from you!



Survey Results Snapshot
• Survey open October 15 – December 31, 2019. There were 

361 responses.

• Wildfire and conversion were identified as most pressing 
threats facing forests in Washington State.

• 76% of respondents believe DNR should prioritize active 
restoration of forests such as thinning unnaturally dense 
stands.

• Low levels of funding for forest conservation was cited as 
one of the most important issues to be addressed.



Discussion and Questions
• What strategic priorities and actions do you want to see 

identified in the Forest Action Plan?

• How do we describe the connections between the 20-Year 
FHSP and 10-Year Wildland Fire Protection Strategic Plan?

• How would you like to stay updated about the Forest 
Action Plan revision?  



Thank you!

CONTACT
Andrew Spaeth

Forest Action Plan Coordinator
Andrew.Spaeth@dnr.wa.gov

541.288.4107 (cell)

mailto:Andrew.Spaeth@dnr.wa.gov
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