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After generations of family holidays at

Tasman Bay, this couple made it permanent

HOMES

THIS PAGE Sara and Ardraw Murray use this Bving ream in
(b Kamriteri harme eveey day: s 1he space whana we blab,
ke on the couch, read and walch TV Sars says the poulle was
made with rugs baught during & 2018 rig fo Merosco and wa

e of the ey pieces shown bo those at Lume Design ta

kick:stari the interior scheme, OPPOSITE The festher Charles
Eamas chair and footsical were the anly pieces of furribure that
Andren braught from 1he couple’s farmer hame near
Christefurch - 8% whare ha sits to lake In thae view over
Kaeritan Beach o Trsman Bay,

NZ HEG 63



HOMES

THESE PAGES The Murrays
chisse ko have two smaller
Inving armas with a wallin
between as, particularly in
winker, they wambed 1o craate
a fzeling of inkimacy; the
dividing wall & partielly made
g of see dhrough shelving to
cormct the spaces; the
tirnbser paradant lights are
from Acent Lighting and
Sara e that thay lock los

kina and maks beautilul

patterns on




nrm _'l.lllI'I'!gl' hwves o stand on the
decls of her Kajt

eri home,
listening to the waves rolling on to
the shore and watching kayakers
paddling in the turquoise waters,
She eun Follow the curve of Tesman Bay from her
birthplnee to the golden beach 100m from

ki, wnd smys that this gives her a deep zense
of being mt home, "1 connect with the Maorl ¢

e
of tirangaweewae, Because we always came here

as a thmily, and I have come here my whole Jifs, it

ume our happy place”
Sara sand husband Andrew raised delr thres sons
in Ohoks, near Christchurch. Sara holidayed at
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Kaiteriterd every summoer as & child and wanted to
carry on the tradition, “Both Andrew and | had that
experience of going to the same pluee every year and
we wanted to do that for our children,”

She and Andresw rented a place in Little Kaiterterd,
one bay over, s - Ban, now g,
James, 29 and Luke, 20 - thers EVErY EUmmer
il hediddays. Five years ago, the couple started

and ok their

thin

the beneh trwr,

ing about how they could spend more time in

Swys Andrew: “The conversation went Hterally in
the space of two minutes from “We could stay one
month... why not thres mondhs or six menths?' Then
o "Why do we need o be in Christchurch at allf™

THESE PAGES (clockwise fram abova)] The kitchen was mads
by lacal firm Waimea West Jalnary ard the dining table was
made by Waodwrights in nearky Motueks; using local
expertse whare possible was important fo the Murays.
Bacause Andrew works fram home, he is usually the ane on
the othar side ol the kilchen island. This decaorative bowl was
bauwght in Assisiin Haly 30 years ago - Sara loves thal it loaked
good in bath their alder bame in Cangnrksry and in this
madarn house; the book abaut the: Abs| Tasman Nakianal Park
wits the ficst the Murrays bought whee thay cairse io the ansa

ard s rederred to ragularky by ek




Although the declsion was made quickly, the
execution was years in the pla g “The timing
wasn't very good to leave Ch el untll our
children left sehool and home,” Anddrew says. “So it

bsenme a longer term plan®
Choosing & private lecatlon close to the popular

beach wis o challenge. “We didn't want to be on the

wrong side of the road, with thousands of people
walking up and down but we wanted to have diresct
heach access” Andrew syps, The section they found
Is wphill from the main besch, and had half a dozen
mtel unlts built in the 1960s.

Fusr thr wers they “camped” in their gdagm
motel unit, which Andrew says was near-direliet

s g

Mo ome had been in for years, There wis ot poo

LEFT The second living area is
the mare formal space and is
cardilrvared over the lower
sheray o ghve the leeling of
beirsg seated amengs the
trees; the Munays anjay
sitting bere, |isbening ba 107,
E=lbirds ard kesari
RIGHT The glass balustrada
al o unimterrupbed ooean
views; Sara and Andrew use
this disch as their breakfas)
speart ared spend a lok of time
waiching the comings and
gaigs  the boat ramp and
aleng tha shara.

job as sen

HOMES

was basioally smoked glass, pink

carpet, pink velour furniture” The teenegers slepl

everywher

in tents on the lawn,

It section, on a steep site
and with a power line running throwgh it "Not only
that, but it was the main power line to Kaiteritard,

Sara says it was o dil

Trying to get it moved was n major”

Excavation work took several months and the
couple was up against a deadline ns Sara had taken a
education sdviser with Nelson Tasman

Kindergriens., Andrew, a company direclor and
ible s e works

educntion consultant, was more fl
from home when not travelling.
It was important @ the Murrays to use

expertise where they could, s they engagad Nelson
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HOMES

‘The house 1s aboul

being cool and quiet’

Interior
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HOMES

. THESE PAGES [ha b wars
Jetigvac b David, Wi

red in maruka and
k&nuka rees; = walkwey rurs
Irom the |ower deck doren ba
ihe raad opposite the beack
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HOMES

THES PAGE (lrom fop) The Balines= sideboard wes bough from
Cuchi and the arnaments nesd 1o the vase are shaped from
harakeke {fax). Sara and Ardresw's cat Fip has become a local
{mbure, wardering along the road to the camping pround, inte
tha Kateriter Sions and svan across the rosd o the beach

nol mvuch wiall space lor ]1ig prtworks, "The view is
all gold and hot” Sarm EHIYE, S0 the house iz about
being codl and |_'|1:|i1_'|__'

Andrew, s self-professed “real Boatie®, jolned the
Coastpumed in preparation for seazlde Hving. He
often stands on the deck berwesn video mestings
and worlk calla, and “supervises” the in-shore aren,

Sara savs he lkes w give o commentary on boad
merments, to look out ot his own bost gnd o see
hurw marny fish pecple hove caught, “We get to watch
fjuite lest o’ elivarens r|_1|-:'ir1f_ nlace,” Andrew adds,

The houss's main bedroom and all of the Hving
nrens e on the top floor, with three guest badrooms
downstairs, The architect pointed oot that many
clienis would add & separate living room downstalrs
for guests but Sara and Andrew prefer o engige
with visiting firdends and family,

“From a relationship point of view, we can
actually talls to therm,” Andrew says, "You get to heve
real conversations”

Fays Surws "Whenever friends come and stay they
sy I don™ want to go home' and | think ‘Ah, we are
home! 1t% just go relaxing ®

(—l A

My decorating inspiration: 'm excited by a range o
incigenous arl and shles, l"'l:'-.ll:lu'l-._.l'.ﬁllg:!-:l wianila,
Moroccan and Indlan

O edever ides for other homeowners: Cne of the
best ihings we did was pul in a laundry chsbe bom o
ensuita irko the faundry directly bakow | saves kats ol up
and down on the slais.

Favourite famibly treasure: P the oo, althougn |
chon'l recorermend you bailkd a new house and gat a kitten
al the sanme lime. A this poant its more a guestion of what
heanl she serabchad

A must-see for visitors to Kaiteriterd: o0 ve oot ba
get cul an the water while youw're bare. Going up the Abel
Lasman Malicnal Fark and dropping inon myriad liile
golden-sand boaches is parfect. Short walks or longer
walks, you lake your pick. Also, the seal colony on Tonga
Iskard i a gread slop-of as you boal up the Abal Tasman

S Muorray
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