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About the Webinar

We need to begin planning for the after-effects of COVID-19. In this webinar, the Hon. 
Dianna J. Gould-Saltman (USA) and Prof. Michael Saini (Canada) will discuss the anticipated 
effects (e.g. higher rates of divorce, intimate partner violence and child abuse) and the 
consequences of halting the family court system to control the spread of the virus (e.g. 

backlogs, delays, etc.). The purpose of this webinar is to consider creative, innovative and 
differential approaches to respond to the increased pressures on family court services, to 
improve access to justice, and to harness our collective strength to help navigate families 
through this crisis.



Outline

• Introduction: Reflections of the phases of the pandemic, including the potential for an echo 

pandemic

• The current context and its implications for an echo pandemic. 

• Implications of an echo pandemic on access to justice. 

• Intervening within an Echo Pandemic Family Court Response Framework 

• Strategies to prepare to start ‘bending the curve’ while in social isolation

• Hope for the future



Echo Pandemic in the Family Courts



Hope in the Future



Resources

• World Health Organization (WHO): Mental health and psychosocial considerations during the COVID-19 outbreak 
• https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/mental-health-considerations.pdf

• Association of Family and Conciliation Courts: Coronavirus (COVID-19) Resources and Information
• https://www.afccnet.org/Coronavirus

• The National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges (NCJFCJ) : COVID-19 Resources and Updates
• https://www.ncjfcj.org/covid-19-resources-and-updates/

• National Centre of State Courts: Coronavirus & The Courts
• https://www.ncsc.org/ncsc_org/Newsroom/Public%20health%20emergency.aspx

https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/mental-health-considerations.pdf
https://www.afccnet.org/Coronavirus
https://www.ncjfcj.org/covid-19-resources-and-updates/
https://www.ncsc.org/ncsc_org/Newsroom/Public%2520health%2520emergency.aspx


Thank You For Attending

• To view a recorded version of this full presentation, and other resources for co-parenting 

during tough times, visit this link

• https://www.soberlink.com/planning-now-echo-pandemic-resources/

https://www.soberlink.com/planning-now-echo-pandemic-resources/

