
 

 
 

Grace Unit Newsletter…….July 2022 
Dear Women of Grace, 
The picture to the left is my husband Mark, granddaughter Lily and me 
posing at The Animal Kingdom at Disney World in Florida in front of a 

Baobab tree often referred to as the “Tree of Life.” 
I was very interested to learn more about the Baobab tree so I went to 
Wikipedia on my computer and read:“The Baobab tree is often called the 

Tree of Life (and considered a miracle plant) because it stores life-sustaining water inside its trunk 
and branches.In Africa and Madagascar, when nomadic people and wild animals (such as giraffes 
and elephants) can't find enough water from their usual sources during a drought, they would be in 

danger of dying from dehydration if it weren't for the Baobab tree, which stores the water they need to 
stay alive.  People cut the tree's branches or trunk to access drinking water that is miraculously 

available even during severe droughts. Animals chew on the Baobab tree's branches to open them 
up, and then use the branches like straws to drink the water from inside the tree. Large Baobab trees 

may contain more than 30,000 gallons of water at once.” 
 

As we left Disney to join the rest of our Vermont family on the island 
of Captiva, I kept marveling at how God provides for His own – 
people and all of creation.  At the beach, I was continually reminded 
of God’s creative hand.  There were areas on the beach roped off 
where turtles had laid their eggs.  There were iguanas, big and small, 
scurrying around the walkways.  Lily found a star fish while 
snorkeling.  Manatees hung out at the marina near us.  And, one day 
when we were in the water, a group of stingrays swam right by us!  

Over supper one night, we wondered what each group of animals was called.  Good ol’ Google 
came to the rescue!  A group of turtles is called a “bale.”   A group of iguanas is called a 
“mess.”  A group of manatees is called an “aggregation.”  A group of starfish is called a 
“galaxy.”  A group of stingrays is called a “fever” and even though we didn’t see any sharks, we 
looked it up and a group of sharks is called a “shiver!”  Yeah, no kidding!  I shiver thinking 
about them and their pointed teeth! 

So, Women of Grace, what do you call a group of women created in the image of God, called 
to discipleship in Jesus Christ and empowered by the Spirit?  The group is called “WELCA.”  
Women of the Evangelical Church of America!  WELCA.  We “WELCAns” are invited to draw 
near to Jesus Who is our Living Water, our Tree of Life.  He will refresh us and cleanse us so 
that we can continue to minister to His creation which is all around us.   

Vicki Marthaler serving as President of the Grace Unit WELCA 

https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-a-miracle-124440


Durango Mission Trip     June 25-July 2 
 

Eight adults (and one little kiddo) from Grace Lutheran  
embarked on a mission trip to Durango, Mexico. 

 
Lauren, Bobi, Michelle, Jason, Jen, Cora, Anne, Alfredo 

and Alejandrina were held in prayer as they traveled 

and served.     
Donations to help defray costs can still be made to 

Grace Lutheran Church with “Durango Mission” on the 
memo line. 

 

If you followed them on Facebook, it was heartwarming 
to see how they embraced the work and how the 

Durango people embraced them!  My favorite picture 
was the kids embellishing the tables that were put 

together by the workers.  Can you see their handprints? 

 

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+* 

The quilters are looking for anyone interested in sewing quilt tops 
at home. There are kits available for pick up at the church. 

Seams need to be ½”. For more information  call Janet Harms 
828-890-1956 or Irene Carlson 828-694-0602. 

 

Also, encourage the 6th graders to 12th graders of Grace to join the Quilters on  

August 9 (Tuesday), 10-12:30pm 

6th-12th grade--Annual Service Project with Grace Quilters. 
Spend time with the Quilters, assist with making quilts for 

Lutheran World Relief, and lunch together. Quilts go to 
displaced refugee families around the world, no sewing 

experience required; cutters and sorters needed. We will also 
be making prayer cards for the Meals on Wheels ministry. Meet 
in the Fellowship Hall, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. It’s ok to arrive late 

or leave early, contact Anne Marie for lunch count.  

Grace 2023 Seniors—this is the opportunity to join us and 
share your interests with the quilters to choose the images for 

your graduation quilt. 

 
*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*  

Women of Grace Calendar Dates 

Saturday, September 17, 10am  Women of Grace General Meeting 
Sunday, October 9  Thankoffering Quilt Sunday 
Saturday, December 3, 2pm   The Christmas Tea 

 
 
 



An Opportunity to be involved in a wonderful program. 

Our own Sandi Brust is the Grace Lutheran contact  

heading up this annual community project: 

“Gift of Giving” for the Boys & Girls Club 

The Gift of Giving mission is a joint effort between FUMC and Grace Lutheran providing local 
Boys & Girls Club children the opportunity to "shop" for Christmas gifts for their caregivers. The 
2022 event is tentatively scheduled for the week of Dec. 5-9 at the Boys & Girls Club with set 
up on Dec. 3.               
  
The Gift of Giving needs your help!  We are looking for volunteers to join our leadership 
committee and help to continue this successful mission. We currently need committee members 
to lead the following aspects of our mission: 
> Communications -- Working with church staff to develop and issue important messages to 
our congregations 
> Decorations -- Utilizing stored and new materials to create a festive atmosphere for the event 
> Christmas Music -- Identifying and scheduling live musical entertainment for each afternoon 
of the event 
> Jewelry Gifts -- Organizing all donated and purchased gifts of jewelry 
 
If you are interested in joining the committee or would like information, contact Sandi or Bill 

Brust at wbrust@yahoo.com.    
*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^ 

LWR SCHOOL BAGS 
     Grace Lutheran will be accepting donations for LWR School Bags 
in September.  For years, Carol Ontko and her husband were in 
charge of gathering all donations and assembling the school bags.  
With the pandemic situation and then the death of Carol’s husband, 
Carol has made the difficult decision to retire and pass the LWR 
School Bag Project baton to another.  We thank Carol and her 
husband for their faithfulness for so many years.   
     The baton has now passed to Sallie Free!  Sallie would have us know that 
Irene Carlson has already made 100 school bags for this project!  It will now be 
up to us to fill them!  The list of supplies are listed on the Lutheran World Relief 
website: www.lwr.org  The list is very specific.  Watch for our August newsletter 
for more information.   

 

 

0-0-0-0-0    Circle Info   0-0-0-0-0 
The Naomi Circle meets the third Tuesday of the month at the church at 9:30am.  The 

members use the Bible Study found in the “Gather” magazine.  Copies of “Gather” can be 
found in the church library.  Feel free to join the Naomi Circle on July 19.   

 
The Sarah Circle meets the third Thursday of the month at the church at 9:30am.  

However, July is a vacation month for the Sarah Circle!  There is no meeting in July for 

the Sarah Circle.  They will gather again in August.  

mailto:wbrust@yahoo.com
http://www.lwr.org/


North Carolina WELCA News 

 

Re-Configured 
The Annual Gathering of NC WELCA  will be a Virtual Meeting 

September 16-17, 2022. (Friday through Saturday)   

“Renewed Day by Day”  

More Information will be in NC WELCA July Newsletter 

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 

 

THIS FALL RETREAT 

The NC Fall Retreat held at Blowing Rock Convention 
Center 

Will be September 29-October 2, 2022.   Save the date! 

Presenters:  Heidi and Carolyn of the NC WELCA Board 

Topic: “Love Without Limits” inspired by a book written by Dr. Jacqueline Bussie 

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 
 

THE 2022 PENNIES PROJECT                                   Every year the ELCA Women of North Carolina  
save pennies to support a project. 

For 2022, the project selected was “Homeward Bound of Western NC”  
in Asheville!  Homeward Bound is a non-profit organization that works to 

end homelessness and domestic violence.  Its website is: 
homewardboundwnc.org     It is a very informative website. 

The Pennies Project asks that you collect pennies all year long.  
At the end of the year, count those pennies.  Then write a check to  

“Grace Lutheran WELCA” with Pennies Project on the memo line.   
Send the check to our treasurer, Kathy Stancar, 1015 Carousel Lane, Hendersonville, NC 28792 

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 

Purpose Statement of the 

Women of Grace 
As a community of women created in the 
image of God, 
called to discipleship in Jesus Christ and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
we commit ourselves to  
grow in faith, 
affirm our gifts, 
support one another in our callings, 
engage in ministry and action, and 
promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society and the world. 


