
 

 
 

Grace Unit Newsletter…….August 2022 
Dear Women of Grace, 
It never fails to stop me in my tracks when I am “prayer-fussing” to God, asking Him to fix a 
mess I have gotten myself into, that He hears and actually answers my prayer.   
 
Take for example (and I have sooooo many examples) the other day.  I had an appointment 
and I had not given myself enough time to get to that appointment on time.  It was my own 
fault.  I had gotten distracted (my greatest fault) and then I got to “putzing “ (which is, 
unfortunately, an inherited family trait)  so that when I left the house for this appointment, it 
was crystal clear that I was going to be late.  I hate being late.  And between me and my 
appointment there were road construction delays and stop lights.  I was in trouble.  So I 
started “prayer fussing” in the car, confessing to God my shortcomings and wondering if 
maybe He couldn’t make straight the path for me.  Then I started feeling guilty about even 
asking and began berating myself for poor planning.   
 
That’s when I had to come to a complete stop at the THIRD red light.  With my anxiety level 
rising and the minutes ticking away, my eyes were drawn to the license plate of the car in front 
of me:  ITLL-B-OK     

 
What?  I stared at that license plate and it was as if Jesus was sitting right there in the 
passenger seat next to me saying “It says, ‘It will be OK’”  I laughed right out loud!  I pulled up 
my phone and took a picture of the license plate (the light was still red.  I was still stopped) 
I could feel my anxiety level falling and my heart filled with gratitude that we have a God that 
hears our every prayer (fussing prayers included.)   And humor!  God certainly has a great 
sense of humor ……and impeccable timing!  ITLL-B-OK   
 
I’m not sure what you are facing today, but whatever it is – big or small – I encourage you to 
pray about it.  Lift it up to the Lord.  Fuss if you need to, ITLL-B-OK.  “Cast all your cares 
(anxiety) upon Him, for He cares for you.”  (1 Peter 5:7)  God really does care.    

Vicki Marthaler  
 
 



 
0-0-0-0-0    Circle Info   0-0-0-0-0 

The Naomi Circle meets the third Tuesday of the month at the church at 9:30am.  The 

members use the Bible Study found in the “Gather” magazine.  Copies of “Gather” can be 
found in the church library.  Feel free to join the Naomi Circle on August 16.   

 
The Sarah Circle meets the third Thursday of the month at the church at 9:30am.  The 

Sarah Circle will meet August 18 for a picnic at the home of Nadine Christensen. Join us 

at Nadine Christensen’s home for fellowship as the summer comes to an end. Bring an item 
for a giant charcuterie board - cheese, sausage, veggies, pickles, olives, etc. Invite other 
women who might be interested in our circle. We will carpool if possible. Sign up today. 

Questions? Contact Judy Stoltenberg, 443-340-4115. 
 

The Quilters are looking for anyone interested in sewing quilt tops at home. There are 
kits available for pick up at the church. Seams need to be ½”. For more information  

call Janet Harms 828-890-1956 or Irene Carlson 828-694-0602. 
 

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 

Opportunities to Serve! 

Grace Unit of Women of the ELCA (WELCA) is looking for women to serve  

on its Board: 

◼ As President of Grace Unit WELCA for 2023-2025 

◼ As Treasurer of Grace Unit WELCA for 2023-2025 

Why serve? 

◼  To employ your gifts and talents as a faithful disciple of Christ 

◼ To build relationships with other women of the church 

◼ To share in the journey of faith  

◼ To join with others to more effectively minister to those in need 

◼ To ensure that WELCA continue to be an active force for Christ in the world 

The Nominating Committee of Lori Schaefer (currently serving Grace Unit as 
Vice President), Chira Kirkland (currently serving as Secretary), Vicki Marthaler 
(currently serving as President) and Kathy Stancar (currently serving as 
Treasurer) are open to receive nominations for these upcoming vacancies on the 
Board.    Please feel free to contact them if you are interested in learning more! 

*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^ 

LWR School Supplies 

In September, Grace Lutheran will be collecting school supplies for Lutheran World 
Relief.  This effort will be chaired by Sallie Free.  There will be a display in the lobby of 

the church for the month of September where supplies can be dropped 
off.  Grace already has 100 book bags ready to be filled.  The supply 
list can be found on the LWR website: lwr.org/schoolkits and on the 
following page of this newsletter.  Thank you in advance for your help 

with this project! 



 

LWR School Supplies to be collected in September. 



+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 
 

Women of Grace Calendar Dates 

Saturday, September 17, 10am  Women of Grace General Meeting 
Sunday, October 9  Thankoffering Quilt Sunday 
Saturday, December 3, 2pm   The Christmas Tea 

 

*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^* 

North Carolina WELCA News 

The Annual Gathering of NC WELCA  will be a Virtual Meeting 
September 16-17, 2022. (Friday through Saturday)    “Renewed Day by Day”  

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 

THIS FALL RETREAT 

The NC Fall Retreat held at Blowing Rock Convention Center 

Will be September 29-October 2, 2022.   Save the date! 

Presenters:  Heidi and Carolyn of the NC WELCA Board 

Topic: “Love Without Limits” inspired by a book written by Dr. Jacqueline Bussie 

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 
A Word About Prayer Shawls 

Grace has many dedicated people who are knitting and crocheting prayer shawls for 
those in need of comfort and support.  These prayer shawls are free for the asking.   
Last week I brought a prayer shawl to someone in the community where I live.  The 
man had fallen and severely injured bones in his face.  His injuries would take a long 
time to heal.  I left the bag with the prayer shawl on his front door handle as I was 
told he wasn’t up to visiting with anyone.  Yesterday his wife came knocking on my 
door to introduce herself and to tell me how much that prayer shawl means to both 
of them.  It is used every day.  It is bringing comfort and strength.  The wife said that 
she can literally feel the prayers emanating from that shawl.  She is so thankful and 
wanted me to know what a difference it has made for them. 

If you know of anyone who is facing a challenge of health, finances, relationships, whatever! and could use 
a tangible way to experience the comforting presence of Jesus, please do not hesitate to go the church and 

ask for a prayer shawl.   
+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+* 

 

Purpose Statement of Grace Unit Women of the ELCA 

As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves: 

◼ To grow in faith 
◼ Affirm our gifts 
◼ Support one another in our callings 
◼ Engage in ministry and action, and 
◼ Promote healing and wholeness in the church, 

the society and the world. 
 


