
 

 

A Goodbye from Grace’s Interim Senior Pastor 
Pastor Mark Fitzsimmons 
 

This column is my last task as your interim senior pastor. Thank you for sharing 

ministry together these past twelve months. It was an honor and privilege to walk 

with you as your pastor. Grace is blessed with many wonderful members, leaders 

and staff — all which made my role more joyful. I am proud to be a member of 

Grace and look forward to the years ahead. But in this final column, we focus 

only on the next two months. 

Advent is that time of year when we look forward. It is not simply counting the 

days until the nearest Christmas but looking to the new year and the years to 

come. Once upon a time this season began much earlier and lasted longer. 

November 11, known as St Martin* of Tours Day, was the starting point. In keeping 

with the old ways, these next two months at Grace are very much an extra-long 

season of Advent: 

• As we celebrate All Saints Sunday and Dia de los Muertos, we remember our 

departed loved ones by looking ahead to Christ’s kingdom in hope. 

• As we gather for our annual congregational meeting, we look ahead to 2023 

with ministry plans (budget) and entrusted leadership (council elections). 

• As our nation celebrates Thanksgiving, we note the end of one harvest and 

anticipate the next. 

• As we begin to light the candles of the Advent wreath at home and at church, 

we look ahead to both Christmas and the second coming of Christ. Moreover, 

we create space in our normal weekly routines to gather midweek on 

Wednesday evenings in Advent. 

Centuries ago, Advent was the time of year for workers who were changing jobs 

to move from one working estate to another. How fitting this image is for us at 

Grace! This season we will welcome new members and wish “Godspeed and 

Farewell” to others. This season finds us beginning a new senior pastorate as 

Pastor Jonathan continues his opening weeks of ministry among us. In a way, this 

is a season in which we recommit to walking together for another year. 

As a fellow member of Grace, I look forward to our shared pilgrimage in following 

Christ. Who knows what new ADVENTures are in store for us? 

+ Pastor Mark 

Our Purpose: 

Transforming Lives 

Through Christ 

 

Our Mission 

Statement: We 

believe that God in 

Christ is central to 

all life and we 

WORSHIP him 

through TELLING his 

story, GROWING in 

faith, SUPPORTING 

each other, and 

CARING for his 

world 

 

Our Strategic 

Vision: Grace is a 

diverse community 

of faith serving 

Christ and sharing 

the love of God. 

 

Our Core Values: 

• Being a nurturing 

family of faith 

• Growing faith in 

God the Father, 

Son & Holy Spirit 

• Serving others with 

the heart of Jesus 

• Seeking unity in 

Christ 

• Embracing 

people seeking 

Christ 

• Welcoming cross-

cultural, Cross+ 

Generational 

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2022 



Page 2  

PS – Thank you for the cards and pies on our final day of interim ministry together! I 

appreciate your kindness.  

*Trivia: Martin Luther’s birthday is November 10; he was baptized the next day with that very 

saint’s name as his own. 
 

Grace Youth Ministry 
Dir. of Youth & Young Adult Ministry: Anne Monroe: amonroe@gracehendersonville.com | 828-693-4890 x309 
 

Grace Youth Ministry Faith Formation 

Children, Youth, and Family enjoyed a wonderful 

fall kickoff at Lutheridge!  

 

For our annual Rally Day several of our Grace 

Youth volunteered to serve as worship assistants for 

both services. Thank you to our students for your 

leadership, it was a wonderful celebration and 

you helped to make it meaningful for all. 

 

2022-2023 Faith Formation Theme: “With you 

always. Siempre contigo.” Deeply Rooted in a 

Boundless God, changing and growing, equipped for all 

seasons, we are reminded who and whose we are as 

we explore our identity in Christ. Theme Scripture is--

Matthew 28:18-20: “Jesus came and said to them, ‘All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 

that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with 

you always, to the end of the age’.”  

 

Rituals and traditions are part of the four key faith practices we use for Grace Youth Ministry. 
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An annual Grace Youth Ministry tradition at the 

beginning of each school year is for 7th/8th grade 

leadership to present the incoming 6th graders with 

their new Lutheran Study Bibles. Pastor Christina 

continued this tradition by walking the students 

through the promises made at their baptisms and 

then sharing the promises they will proclaim and 

take hold for Affirmation of Baptism: “living among 

God’s faithful people, hearing the word of God and 

sharing in the Lord’s Supper, proclaiming the good 

news of God in Christ through word and deed, serving all people, following the example of 

Jesus, and striving for justice and peace in all the earth.” Our students hear how this Grace 

community and youth group surround and support them to live out these promises. Our young 

people are reminded how God’s gift of Jesus is for all. 

 

 

Another youth tradition at Grace is to assist with worship leadership for Reformation so the 

students can support their fellow 9th grade youth making their Affirmation of Baptism Milestone. 

Congratulations to our three youth who celebrated the Affirmation of Baptism Milestone and 

were confirmed during the 505th Anniversary of the Reformation!  
 

Our confirmands were asked to share the memory verse they chose for this milestone and why. 

Here are their responses: 
 

Confirmand K.D. shares–Exodus 14:14 “The Lord will 

fight for you; you need only to be still.” This verse is 

meaningful to me because: “It helps me remember 

to rely on Jesus and God all the time and let them 

assist us with our problems instead of trying to control 

everything myself.” 
 

Confirmand A.G. shares--Deuteronomy 31:6 “Be 

strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified 

because of them, for the LORD your God goes with 

you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.” This 

verse is meaningful to me because: “My ‘friends’ 

may laugh at me or leave me, but I will keep 

standing and never be alone through anything.” 
  

Confirmand K.G. shares– 1John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 

us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” This verse is meaningful to me because: ”I 

like that God will forgive you even if someone doesn’t forgive you because of something 

you’ve done. It’s also nice to know that God will not hold grudges against us as long as we 

know we did something wrong.” 
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Thrivent Choice 
 

By directing designated Choice Dollars (SM) through Thrivent Choice, eligible members 

recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes some of its charitable outreach grant dollars. 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Barbara Fountain 
 

Thank you for designating Grace for your Thrivent Choice dollars! 

 

Grace Mission Fair 2022 
A Thank You from Pisgah Legal 

I just wanted to thank you (and everyone at Grace Lutheran) for inviting Pisgah Legal Services 

to attend yesterday's nonprofit fair at the church. What a great idea and what a welcoming 

atmosphere you established for all of us. We were pleased to be able to talk about what we do 

and share information about our mission and programs. It appears we picked up a couple of 

volunteers!  

Thank you for hosting us and for understanding the needs of the community (and the nonprofits 

who serve it). Grace is a thoughtful and sensitive church community...I know that firsthand from 

my association with the Abundancia food distribution program and several friends who attend 

church.  

Pisgah Legal Services is fortunate to have good people like you tuned into what we do in 

helping people with legal assistance and improving their situations.  

Kind regards...and please share our gratitude with everyone at Grace, Daniel 

Grace Lutheran Church Holiday Blood Drive 
TUESDAY, DEC. 6, 11 A.M.-6 P.M. 

What better gift than the gift of life! The Grace Lutheran Holiday Blood Drive will be held at 

Grace in Stull Hall and will feature our wonderful Canteen. All blood collected will be used in 

hospitals within our five-county area. What better gift to give this Christmas than to give the gift 

of life!  

You can make an appointment by going to The Blood Connection website –  

https://donate.thebloodconnection.org or by calling 828-585-8060 and give them Sponsor 

Code 23GL. Three appointments can be scheduled every 15 minutes. If you can’t donate on 

Dec. 6, you can go to the Blood Connection center in Hendersonville or Asheville either a few 

days before the drive or a few days after and let them know you are donating for the Grace 

Lutheran Church drive. Your donation will be reflected in our totals. 

Donors will receive an eGift card. This blood drive is also supported by Thrivent Action Team 

dollars, and we will have Thrivent T-shirts to give away. Please eat well and drink plenty of fluids 

prior to your donation and bring a photo ID. We look forward to seeing you! 

 

The Rev. Elizabeth Rawlings 
THANK YOU! 

Thank you for welcoming me to Grace. A few people mentioned they wanted to donate to the 

ministry. Send any donations to the Synod Mission Fund, earmarked for Community of Spiritual 

Practice. Find out more information about the fund at https://missionfundnc.org/give/  

 

https://donate.thebloodconnection.orgo/
https://missionfundnc.org/give/
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Women of the ELCA 
A REFLECTION FROM OUR VICE PRESIDENT, LORI SCHAEFER 

 
Let me point out the logo of the Women of the ELCA. The cross, 

water and a white lily identify us as children of God through our 

life-giving baptism. As such, we are charged to go forth and 

make disciples of all nations. 

 

One Sunday each year throughout the ELCA we celebrate the 

many ministries in which women participate to fulfill the 

command of Christ to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
 

As stated in our Purpose Statement, we “go forth” to… 
 

1. Grow in faith through participation in 

- Bible studies and Circles 

- Altar Guild 

- Ushering/Communion serving 

- Choir 

- Reading/Preaching  

2. Affirm our gifts through our talents 

- Quilting 

- Knitting and crocheting Prayer Shawls 

- Sewing dresses for a cause 

3. Support one another in our callings 

This is done not only as women of Grace, but as a Church-wide group. A special offering was 

collected Sunday, October 9, to support the outreach of the national Women of the ELCA to 

continue the ministry efforts of women everywhere. 

4. Engage in ministry and action as members of the 

- Council 

- Justice and Advocacy Ministry 

- Social Ministry 

- Congregational Care Committee  

- as Counters and office volunteers 

- the reception desk 

- Hospitality teams 

- Study Buddies/Mentors 

5. Promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society and the world in ways such as 

- LWR school supply drive 

- Living Waters drives 

- assisting the Boys and Girls Club and IAM 

The women of Grace do gather a few times a year to support and celebrate one another. 

(Ladies) all of you please put the annual Christmas Tea on Dec. 3rd on your calendar! 

As we lift up one another, I want to thank the Lord for the Women of Grace. And thank you, 

Lord for every woman of the ELCA. 

 

 
For additional information about this and other ministries of the Women of the ELCA,  

see the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall or contact our president, Vicki Marthaler (218-849-5683). 
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Grace Birthdays 
 

Christopher Smith 11/1 

Aaron Solano-

Miraflores 

11/2 

Tiffany Councill 11/3 

Janice Butz 11/4 

Arleen Slagle 11/4 

Claudia Wolff 11/4 

Joann Milliken 11/5 

Stacia Zabel 11/5 

Charles Carlson 11/6 

Patricia Messa 11/6 

Leah Cosoi 11/7 

Thomas Derrick 11/7 

Karen Frederick 11/7 

Charles Gandy 11/7 

James Doten 11/8 

James Stockman 11/8 

Richard Conrad 11/9 

Amy Solano 11/9 

Sandy Butler 11/10 

Maribel Colin 11/10 

Lori Schaefer 11/10 

Sandy Dublynn 11/11 

Jim Hunt 11/11 

Donald Klug 11/12 

Bill O'Neil 11/12 

Penny Bailey 11/13 

Ruth Birge 11/13 

Bricia Miraflores-

Vargas 

11/13 

Kaylee Solano 11/13 

Roger Barolet 11/14 

Burton Bumgarner 11/14 

Ruth Klug 11/14 

Paul Schuette 11/18 

Garett Sochia 11/18 

Charles Clay 11/19 

Jeremy Lytle 11/19 

Joan Frederiksen 11/20 

Ayman Kaddouri 11/20 

Chira Kirkland 11/20 

Caroline Lord 11/22 

Barbara Bristol 11/23 

Kelly Spangler 11/23 

Renee Staffieri 11/23 

Nelson Wiggins 11/23 

Ida Brady 11/24 

Marty Berger 11/26 

Irma Pierce 11/26 

Cathy Choisser 11/27 

Salatiel Solano 11/27 

Karla Pan 11/28 

Michelle Angeles-

Solano 

11/29 

Tyler Matthews 11/30 

Robert 

Frederiksen 

12/1 

Gary Kester 12/1 

Javier Zaragoza 12/2 

Kemper Gibson 12/3 

Lucy Inman 12/3 

Amy Pflug 12/3 

Barry Pierce 12/3 

Dorothy Schuette 12/3 

Gunner Kaddouri 12/4 

Frederick Ludwig 12/4 

Thelma Williams 12/5 

David Burke 12/8 

Lesley Darrah 12/8 

Marie Scarlett 12/8 

Linda Bowman 12/9 

Isabella 

Christensen 

12/9 

D'Anne Martin 12/9 

Lot Acosta 12/14 

Els Wolters 12/14 

Suzanne Gibbs 12/15 

Ken Loken 12/15 

Karen-Eve Pfotzer 12/15 

Joyce Hallberg 12/17 

Thomas Matthews 12/17 

Patti O'Neil 12/18 

Bernard Sochia 12/18 

David Hreha 12/19 

Cheryl 

Redenbacher 

12/19 

Jaiden Davis 12/20 

Samuel Elliott 12/20 

Kameron 

Kaddouri 

12/20 

Sue Filson 12/22 

Craig Preuss 12/22 

Warren Weber 12/22 

Joyce Eddy 12/23 

Jacob Friesen 12/25 

William Pryor 12/25 

Emily Roseler 12/25 

Ella Sochia 12/26 

Lauren Sochia 12/26 

Ann Harrison 12/27 

Jane Nelson 12/27 

Charlotte King 12/29 

Timothy Meadows 12/29 

Susan Albers 12/30 

Ronan Romero 12/30 

Dinah Davis 12/31 

Kenneth Ring 12/31 

  

 

Grace Anniversaries 
 

Ken & Norma Jenson 11/2/1968 

Terrell & Bobi West 11/4/2000 

Curt & Carla Cline 11/6/2004 

Chris & Jenny Bufalino 11/7/2009 

Ron & Marge Korner 11/8/1958 

Dick & Pat Robinson 11/11/1967 

David & Cathy Choisser 11/12/1977 

Bob & Nancy Engstrom 11/19/1966 

Bob & Susan Greco 11/19/1977 

Alfredo & Nery Oviedo-Medina 11/20/2005 

Dick & Minnie Laux 11/21/2013 

Sallie & David Free 11/26/2005 

Nancy & Larry Hinshaw 11/26/1980 

Jeffery & Tamara Miller 11/26/1988 

Dirk & Paige Willms 11/28/1964 

Brian & Suzanne Davis 11/30/1996 

Mike & Caroline Ericksen 11/30/2019 

Norris & Cricket Crigler 12/2/1978 

Pamala & Richard Wingrove 12/3/1994 

Karen & Tom Bowman 12/6/2000 

Paul & Dorothy Schuette 12/7/1957 

Jan & Johanna Dokter 12/9/1971 

Bill & Marisol Gollnick 12/9/1995 

Aaron & Evelia Solano-

Miraflores 

12/10/1994 

Alfredo & Alejandrina Oviedo 12/12/1974 

Ed & Judy Lichtenhagen 12/15/1956 

John & Myra Glowacki 12/22/1962 

Phil & Linda Rymer 12/23/1967 

Terry & Jane Andersen 12/26/1981 

David & Peggy Burke 12/27/1958 

James & Judy Oneacre 12/27/1965 

Dick & Carol Miley 12/28/1971 

Bob & Gina Wirt 12/29/1977 



 

 

Fair Trade Gift Market Returns! 
SUNDAY, NOV. 20, 9-11:30 A.M. 

Unique handcrafted items, most priced $40 or less, are procured by SERRV International. For 70 years 

this nonprofit has made it a priority to ensure handcrafters from across the globe who are living in 

poverty are treated with respect and dignity. Your purchase secures fair wages and safe working 

conditions for rural artisans from more than 25 countries.  

One of their partners is NAWOU -the National Association of Women's Organizations in Uganda - 

which advocates for the rights of women and girls.  

Founded and led by women, this organization supports 70 women's handcraft groups representing 

over 1,000 women throughout Uganda, including nearly 80 basket weavers. Earning their own 

income has enabled these women to provide food, shelter, health, and education for their children. 

NAWOU is also involved in micro-financing and continues to lobby for women's rights. Your purchase 

supports women artisans throughout the country, bringing about visible transformation in their lives 

and a stronger voice in their families and communities. 

The handcrafts that SERRV brings us from around the world are the best in global artistry and 

traditional craftsmanship. Be sure to visit our display of representative items located near the main 

reception desk starting Sunday, Nov. 6. All proceeds above the cost of items sold will go to support 

Lutheran World Relief. 

Safelight will join us and have for sale Items produced by their “Sewing Our World Together” job-

training program. In addition, Cards for Hendersonville Causes will have their beautiful handmade 

cards and gift items available for sale.  

See you at the Fair! 

 

Tribute Card Ministry 
COMING SOON 

Have you ever considered an alternative to exchanging material gifts during the holidays, one that 

that will also support those in need? What better way than with our annual Gift Tribute Card 

fundraiser to support our nonprofits. Be sure to check the Wednesday, Nov. 2 Grace email for further 

information. 
 

 

The Storehouse 
HENDERSON COUNTY 

Yes, our 325+ households receive regular monthly food boxes, ensuring some important food stability 

for those families. But above and beyond our regular monthly and twice-monthly food distributions 

are...the rest of the story!  

The Senior Delivery Teams bring food to 50 homebound seniors every month. Our clients love 

receiving some much-needed cleaning supplies. And twice monthly we deliver food to an additional 

90 folks at local senior communities. 

Of course, we provide emergency food boxes as needed and we assist with some special local 

community projects. It's written on our van, "Reaching People Right Here Right Now". YOU are helping 

all these people. It's YOUR continued support that makes this happen! THANK YOU!  

https://www.storehouseonline.org/ 

https://www.storehouseonline.org/
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Advent & Christmas Services 
CELEBRATE WITH US! 
Wednesday Advent Services - Our Wednesday evening Advent worship services stand as a reminder 

for us to slow down as the world around us rushes headlong toward Christmas. Advent worship offers 

us a time of reflection and prayer as we prepare our hearts to welcome the Christ child. This year’s 

theme is ADVENTure: Learning to listen for God's voice of invitation. Together during Advent we will 

explore what listening to God's voice inviting us out into a great adventure of loving and serving God 

and our neighbor looks like. 

Wednesday, Nov. 30, 6 p.m. - Holden Evening Prayer 

Wednesday, Dec. 7, 6 p.m. – Holden Evening Prayer 

Wednesday, Dec. 14, 6 p.m. - Posada 

Holden Evening Prayer - We gather in the quiet beauty of the sanctuary for worship. This service 

invites us to slow down, center our spirits, and reflect on the miracle of God becoming human in the 

birth of Jesus.  

Posada - This service reminds us of the hope Mary and Joseph experienced seeking a place to stay in 

Bethlehem. It is a witness to the hope in our growing cross-cultural congregation. 

Christmas Eve Child & Family-focused Worship with Communion – Saturday, Dec. 24, 10 a.m. The 

Family Christmas Eve Service beautifully blends the nativity story from the Books of Matthew and Luke 

with numerous familiar Christmas carols led by organ and praise instruments as children bring the 

story to life. Assisted by the youth of Grace, all children and children-at-heart are invited! Holy 

Communion will be offered.  

Christmas Eve Bilingual/Traditional/Candlelight Worship – Saturday, Dec. 24, 7 p.m. Our traditional 

candlelight worship service will celebrate the birth of Christ in word, music and sacrament of Holy 

Communion. Hear the Christmas story, sing familiar carols and listen to special music by the Grace 

choirs. 

Christmas Day – Sunday, Dec. 25, 10 a.m. Grace will celebrate the birth of Christ with liturgy and a 

carol-fest service. Hear the Christmas scripture readings, a Christmas message, Holy Communion, join 

in singing favorite carols, and celebrate Holy Communion. 

Lessons & Carols – Sunday, Jan. 1, 10 a.m. One service only. We invite you to join us as we read 

scripture, sing hymns, and celebrate the birth of Christ 
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