
 

 

Message from Pastor Christina Auch 
Pastor Christina Auch: cauch@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x305 

 

As I write, more than 900 Lutherans are gathering for the ELCA’s Churchwide 

Assembly in Columbus, Ohio. This gathering happens every three years bringing 

together voting members from all 65 synods to engage in worship and to make 

decisions and establish churchwide policy on behalf of the whole church. There 

are a lot of questions right now in the ELCA about how we can best be church 

together, and how the denomination and structures that were formed in 1989 

may need to change. It puts us as ELCA Lutherans into this liminal space where 

we are on the threshold of something not yet clearly defined; it is an in-between 

space we are both experiencing a lot of uncertainty and we’re hopeful because 

we know what God can do because we have seen God at work. 

Also, as I write, we at Grace are on the threshold as we discern whether the 

primary candidate identified by the call committee will be the next senior pastor 

at Grace. Even with a decision in hand, we will be in this in-between space of 

bringing the interim ministry to a close as we welcome a new senior pastor. The 

pastoral transition brings both lots of emotions and the promise of something new 

being born in the congregation. Here again, we’re hopeful because we know 

what God can do. 

As you read this, you may recognize the experience of standing on a threshold 

and being in an in-between space within your own personal life as you 

experience life’s transitions, whether it is watching a child begin a new school 

year or season of life, changing employment, accepting new responsibilities, or 

moving from one community into another. If you are in the midst of such a time, 

my hope is there too, you can both name all the feelings it brings and find hope 

in your recollection of what God has done. 

The theme of this year’s Churchwide Assembly, “Embody the Word”, is centered 

on Luke 24:45. The verse is part of the story of the Walk to Emmaus or La 

Caminata a Emaús that we sometimes hear in the Easter season. The story is one 

of Jesus encountering two of his disciples on the road to Emmaus; it’s a post-

resurrection story that reminds us that Jesus meets us where we are, perhaps 

especially when we are in these liminal or in-between spaces, and we are 

transformed by Christ’s presence with us. When we come together, especially 

around the font and the table, we are reconnected with God and with each 

other as a community of God’s beloved. 
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Regardless of the questions and uncertainties we face, as a denomination, as a congregation 

or in our own lives, may we watch out for the sacred encounter Jesus invites us into and then, 

transformed by God’s love and grace for us, bear Christ into the world where we live. 

+In Christ, 

Pastor Christina Auch 

 

Children & Family Ministry 
Dir. of Children & Family Ministry: Jill Wingard: jwingard@gracehendersonville.com | 828-693-4890 344 

FAMILY MINISTRY FALL SCHEDULE 

Sundays at 10:15 a.m. - Sunday School for Pre-K through 5th grade 

• Pre-K through 2nd graders will learn Bible stories based on the weekly lectionary lessons in 

Room #207 

• 3rd through 5th graders will be learning Old Testament stories in Room #204 

Wednesday evenings, Sept. 14 & 28, Oct. 12 & 26, and Nov 9 

• Study Buddies - Study Buddies is a Wednesday night mentoring program for kids in 

kindergarten through 5th grade. The buddies meet at either 4 or 5 p.m. for 45 minutes 

with an adult Grace member to do homework, read or play games. Study Buddies is not 

just a great ministry for the kids of Grace, but also for the mentors who get to forge a 

bond with a younger member of our great church. Please fill out the Study Buddy interest 

form at https://forms.gle/uPut7ksUvB3h7bsRA 

• KiDD’s Club - Faith Formation time for all Elementary kids from 5:30 to 7 p.m.   

Contact Jill at jwingard@gracehendersonville.com with any questions or concerns. 

 

Grace Youth Ministry 
Dir. of Youth & Young Adult Ministry: Anne Monroe: amonroe@gracehendersonville.com | 828-693-4890 x309 

 
2022 Summer Service 

Learning 

This summer’s service-

learning experience was 

partnering with 

SparkDwell in Winston-

Salem, NC. The Dwelling 

is a community of faith 

that exists specifically 

(but not exclusively) to 

be in beloved 

community with our 

neighbors experiencing 

homelessness. The 

community provides 

worship, a shower trailer 

ministry, hygiene 

packets, meals, bus 

tickets, and hosts 

summer service-learning 

for students that couple 

https://forms.gle/uPut7ksUvB3h7bsRA
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service with educational experiences around the systemic injustices that have led to 

marginalized experiences. 

Thank you to all Grace members, friends, and family 

members who took the time to write a ‘special’ letter 

to one of our participants. Each night of the trip our 

teens received ‘mail’ from various Grace members 

or family. Over 50 letters were shared with our youth! 

In this digital age where our young people receive 

most of their information through a screen, think how 

wonderful this ministry is for each participant to get a 

loving handwritten note of support and 

encouragement from a ‘Triple A’ adult—authentic, 

available, and affirming. Check out the individual 

student thank you letters posted in the lobby area to 

hear about the experiences in their own words. One 

of our recent graduates wrote this final reflection: "Although we served the community 

everyday through projects, I believe the most important work we did was building relationships. 

When the week started I thought we were there to help the Dwelling counselors serve their 

community, but they truly helped me and taught me so much about finding joy in tough times 

and trusting that God is always there for you. I feel this week has strengthened my relationship 

with God as I've seen God's amazing work through every person I've met and relationship I've 

built." 

 

Grace Camper Lutheridge Highlights 

Grace students had an exciting time at 

Lutheridge Camp, we had campers onsite 

throughout the summer! One of our UNC-

Chapel Hill students who served on 

summer staff as a counselor shares this 

about camp: “I loved the community I got 

to build among counselors this summer at 

Lutheridge, and I loved getting to work 

with the wildest kids who somehow also 

managed to have the coolest, most insightful God moments every 

day!” GLC had members that volunteered weekly to assist in the dining 

hall and fill other camp needs as well. One Grace 8th grade Night Owl 

camper shares: “I enjoyed when we went on our hike and played capture the flag, but my 

favorite part of the week was our night swim.” One of our 7th grade Fire and Water Explorer 

campers says, “My favorite part was cooking dinner over the fires.” 
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Grace Youth Ministry End of Summer Highlights 

Grace 

Youth 

Ministry 

traveled to 

Living 

Waters 

Lutheran in 

Cherokee, 

NC to learn 

about 

Cherokee 

culture/tradi

tions and serve in the community food pantry. The group learned from and served with Lisa and 

other volunteers in their food panty which assists over 700 families each month. Each August the 

Grace Quilters host Grace Youth Ministry for an annual service project together for Lutheran 

World Relief. The youth and quilters spend time with each other, assist with making quilts for LWR, 

and have lunch together. These quilts go to displaced refugee families around the world. This 

year the Quilters also taught the students about the Meals on Wheels meal prayer cards ministry 

of Mission Action and had the students assist with making the prayer 

cards. 
 

GYM member elected to NC Synod LYO Board 

We are proud to announce that one of our high school juniors has 

been selected to serve on the 2022- 2023 NC Synod Lutheran Youth 

Organization Board through an application process! Congratulations 

and thanks for your leadership with LYO and the synod. “I am really 

looking forward to serving on the LYO board this year with my fellow 

Lutheran Youth. I am excited to share this experience with youth 

across the state, and truly connect with them all. I hope this LYO can 

be a truly memorable and moving experience for everyone 

involved.” 
 

Grace Campus Ministry Fall semester begins 

To celebrate the beginning of the new semester, our Campus 

Ministry students and Young Adults gathered at West First Pizza for dinner and at Chipotle for 

lunch. 
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Grace Preschool 
Director: Beth Ann Lehr: balehr@gracehendersonville.com | 828-693-4890 x318 
 

Time to link or re-link your Ingles or Harris Teeter cards! THIS HAS TO BE DONE EACH YEAR. We 

receive free supplies at no cost to you when you link or re-link your cards. 
        

INGLES: To link or re-link go to www.ingles-markets.com, click Advantage Card, then Tools for 

Schools, enter Grace Lutheran Preschool our school code is #11013 
  

HARRIS TEETER: www.harristetter.com/community/together_in_education/code #5517 

Or ask the cashier to link your card to Grace Lutheran Preschool #5517. 

Follow the Preschool on Facebook: facebook.com/gracepreschoolhendersonville 

 

Women of the ELCA 
A REFLECTION FROM OUR PRESIDENT, VICKI MARTHALER 

 

It never fails to stop me in my tracks when I am “prayer-fussing” to God, asking Him to fix a mess 

I have gotten myself into, that He hears and actually answers my prayer.   
 

Take for example (and I have sooooo many examples) the other day.  I had an appointment 

and I had not given myself enough time to get to that appointment on time.  It was my own 

fault.  I had gotten distracted (my greatest fault) and then I got to “putzing “ (which is, 

unfortunately, an inherited family trait)  so that when I left the house for this appointment, it was 

crystal clear that I was going to be late.  I hate being late.  And between me and my 

appointment there were road construction delays and stop lights.  I was in trouble.  So I started 

“prayer fussing” in the car, confessing to God my shortcomings and wondering if maybe He 

couldn’t make straight the path for me.  Then I started feeling guilty about even asking and 

began berating myself for poor planning.   

 

That’s when I had to come to a complete stop 

at the THIRD red light.  With my anxiety level 

rising and the minutes ticking away, my eyes 

were drawn to the license plate of the car in 

front of me:  ITLL-B-OK     

 

What?  I stared at that license plate and it was 

as if Jesus was sitting right there in the passenger 

seat next to me saying “It says, ‘It will be OK’”  I 

laughed right out loud!  I pulled up my phone 

and took a picture of the license plate (the light was still red.  I was still stopped.) 

I could feel my anxiety level falling and my heart filled with gratitude that we have a God that 

hears our every prayer (fussing prayers included.)   And humor!  God certainly has a great sense 

of humor …… and impeccable timing!  ITLL-B-OK   
 

I’m not sure what you are facing today, but whatever it is – big or small – I encourage you to 

pray about it.  Lift it up to the Lord.  Fuss if you need to, ITLL-B-OK.  “Cast all your cares (anxiety) 

upon Him, for He cares for you.”  (1 Peter 5:7) God really does care.    

Vicki Marthaler  

For additional information about this and other ministries of the Women of the ELCA,  

see the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or contact our president, Vicki Marthaler (218-849-5683). 

 

http://www.ingles-markets.com/
http://harristetter.com/community/together_in_education/code%0D#5517
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Grace Birthdays 
 

Cricket Crigler 9/2 

Miriam Oviedo-Clark 9/2 

Kathleen Purdy 9/2 

Marjorie Jones 9/3 

Bill Battermann 9/4 

Jimmie Morrison 9/4 

William Schmidt 9/4 

Christine Smith 9/4 

Shirley Bell 9/5 

Nancy Chiarenza 9/5 

Kyndall Danner 9/5 

Jeffery Miller 9/5 

Deanna Plowman 9/5 

Rick Rehn 9/5 

Stephanie Winkel 9/5 

Richard Pemble 9/6 

George Banta 9/7 

Ladson Hart 9/7 

Anna Moroni 9/8 

Richard Robinson 9/8 

Joy Kiefer 9/9 

Carol Miley 9/9 

Anita Slagle 9/10 

Dana Fitzsimmons 9/11 

John Korner 9/11 

Heather Wiggins 9/11 

Gerald Davis 9/12 

Kinley Pigors 9/12 

Syedi Acosta-

Oviedo 

9/14 

Nyles Clark 9/14 

Jane Henderson 9/14 

Hope Hreha 9/14 

Jill Ann Kaddouri 9/16 

Phyllis Parker 9/17 

Edgar Trexler 9/17 

Cathy Bumgarner 9/18 

Mike Claywell 9/18 

Carl McKenzie 9/19 

Mary Ross 9/19 

Brian Davis 9/20 

Sandy Jardot 9/20 

Osias Salgado 9/20 

Haubold vom Berg 9/20 

Sharon Wohlt 9/20 

John Simons 9/23 

Linda Smith Rymer 9/23 

Amparo Acosta 9/24 

Christina Auch 9/24 

Shirley Gray 9/24 

Richard Jackson 9/24 

James Reinhard 9/24 

Jan Dokter 9/25 

Patricia Robinson 9/25 

Robert Dahm 9/27 

Bruce Foster 9/27 

Linda Daleure 9/30 

Madeleine Friesen 9/30 

Jett Danner 10/1 

Harriet Sterling 10/1 

Emily Solano 10/2 

Daniel Fredrick 10/4 

Kim Hansen 10/4 

David Wulff 10/4 

Tricia Haack 10/5 

Dale Scott 10/7 

James Taylor 10/7 

Michael Ericksen 10/8 

Susan Greco 10/8 

Caroline Patterson 10/8 

James Wiggins 10/9 

Peggy Burke 10/10 

Gary Gardner 10/11 

Bradley Hagstrom 10/11 

Norma Jenson 10/11 

William Daleure 10/12 

John Koch 10/12 

Ross Porter 10/13 

Vicki Safriet 10/13 

Claudia Northrup 10/15 

Don Schwartz 10/15 

Patricia Schwenk 10/15 

Bonnie Pierce 10/16 

Judith Bohn 10/17 

Timothy Chambers 10/17 

Jane Hunt 10/18 

William Mortensen 10/18 

Kathleen Stancar 10/18 

Robert Frederiksen 10/19 

Joyce Dixon 10/20 

John Glowacki 10/20 

Elizabeth King 10/20 

Tracy Pace 10/20 

Philip Wingard 10/20 

John Fitzgerald 10/21 

Susan Hartfiel 10/21 

Chris Pigors 10/21 

Hajjar Kassem 10/22 

Dirk Willms 10/22 

Ashur Davis 10/24 

Ellie Bufalino 10/25 

Bruce Darrah 10/26 

Alan Harms 10/26 

Patricia Berry 10/29 

Rachel Cummings 10/29 

Dottie Mattern 10/30 

Brian Williams 10/30 

Nancy Hinshaw 10/31 

Mission Fair 
OCT. 9 10-11 A.M. IN STULL HALL 

Presented by the Social Ministry Committee, join us between worship services for our Mission Fair! 

Many of the non-profit agencies supported by Grace will participate. This will be a great 

opportunity for members of Grace to talk one-on-one with representatives of organizations that 

perform vital services for the people of Henderson County.  Please take a few minutes to stop 

by, grab a cup of coffee, and learn more about one of the following wonderful local 

organizations: Boys & Girls Club of Henderson County, Children & Family Resource Center, 

Council on Aging, El Centro, Family & Immigration Program, Free Clinics, Habitat For Humanity, 

Homes For Youth, Interfaith Assistance Ministries, Pisgah Legal Services, Rescue Mission, Safelight, 

The Storehouse, Thrive, Western Women’s Business Center. 
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Grace Anniversaries 
 

Larry & Geraldine Schwake 9/2/1962 

Brian & Thelma Williams 9/3/1994 

Phillip & Vicki Safriet 9/4/1987 

Dick & Carlene Belanger 9/9/1967 

George & Catharin 

McCarthy-Banta 

9/10/2016 

Doug & Cathy Wilder 9/11/2010 

Charles & JoAnne 

Mummert 

9/17/1972 

Dick & Rheta Luy 9/17/1955 

George & Suzanne Celtrick 9/18/2004 

Richard & Donna 

Christensen 

9/18/1976 

Dan & Jill Wingard 9/19/1998 

Horst & Lynne Wenz 9/19/1970 

Bob & Mary Sebby 9/20/2008 

Ladson & Jeanny Hart 9/20/1969 

Jim & Kathy Reinhard 9/24/2011 

Peter & Karen Eve Gollup 9/24/2017 

Glen & Lilly Bonetti 9/25/1982 

Bill & Marie Mortensen 9/27/1986 

 
 

 

Coalition Feed the Kids at Boys & Girls Club of Hendersonville 
FEATURED ON WLOS 

It was time to eat at the Boys & 

Girls Club of Henderson County 

when local members of the Feed 

the Kids Coalition visited. 

The coalition, made up of 

Henderson County church and 

civic club members, provided a 

hot, healthy home-cooked meal 

for as many as 300 children. 

"You would be amazed how 

happy and thrilled these volunteers 

are when the kids come through 

the door and those kids are saying 

thank you for the meal. It just 

warms our hearts. It makes us feel good because we can provide this service," said Feed the 

Kids Coalition's Becky Schmidt. 

Organizers said the food program relies heavily on grant funding, individual donations and 

corporate sponsors. 

Check out the news segment at https://wlos.com/news/local/coalition-feeds-kids-at-boys-girls-

club-of-henderson-county. 

Jordan & Tiffany Councill 9/27/2008 

Darrell & Marcia Kruse 9/29/1984 

Don & Janice Saville-

Schwartz 

10/1/1988 

Zach & Kyndall Danner 10/1/2011 

Brad & Allie Hagstrom 10/6/2018 

Rick & Marilyn Conrad 10/7/1979 

Rod & Diane Hansen 10/7/1978 

Dave & Sandra Litogot 10/10/1987 

Mark & Susan Powell 10/10/1987 

Eric & Kathleen Hagstrom 10/11/1987 

Jenny & Javier Solano 10/15/1996 

David & Hope Hreha 10/21/2006 

Jack & Susan Fitzgerald 10/22/1989 

Kevin & Anne Duffy 10/22/2014 

Tom & Kathleen Matthews 10/22/1983 

Howard & Deborah Clinton 10/23/1987 

Ayman & Jill Ann Kaddouri 10/26/1991 

Dave & Anita Slagle 10/26/1991 

Dan & Judy Fredrick 10/27/2017 

Dave & Beth Carver 10/30/1976 
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Burning the Mortgage – Planning Our Next Steps 
SUNDAY, SEPT. 11, BETWEEN SERVICES 

We are very pleased and excited to announce that the long-term mortgage debt for Grace 

Lutheran Church will be paid in full by the end of August. This is the result of your gracious giving 

to the Capital Fund. Retiring the debt is a milestone that we all should be proud. It validates the 

health and vitality of the church. We are blessed to have a loving and caring congregation 

that saw us to this memorable moment in the history of Grace. As we all know “burning the 

mortgage” is always exciting and a reason for celebration. It will be a good opportunity to 

appreciate and reflect on this very memorable accomplishment! 

Your contributions to the Capital Fund have been the source for paying off the mortgage debt 

and, concurrently, the maintenance and repairs to the building, HVAC, sound system, other 

supporting systems, the groups, furniture purchases and carpet cleaning. When the church took 

on the $1,965,000 mortgage loan in 2012, the annual budget incorporated mortgage payments 

as a line item in the Capital Fund… on top of the traditional and ongoing requirement for 

maintaining the facilities. Even with no mortgage payment the Capital Fund will need to remain 

in the budget. However, with the retirement of the mortgage, opportunities are available to 

plan for the future. 

With your continued support of the Capital Fund, we can now maintain the facilities and 

implement improvements to Grace Lutheran Church per the congregation’s wishes that will be 

pleasing to all and out Lord Jesus Christ. The timeliness of the debt retirement affords the ability 

to discuss, plan and implement much needed enhancements and modernizations to the 

infrastructure. With your continued support of the Capital Fund and funding from the Millie 

Poppendick Facilities Endowment, Grace has options. We look forward to facilitating the 

dialogue that will bring ideas forward. The Lord has blessed us. Let us continue to work to make 

Grace a welcoming and healthy place of worship. And let’s celebrate the long-awaited 

retirement of the mortgage loan! 
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