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Acts 16:16-34 (NRSV) 

16One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of 
divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 17While she followed 
Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to 
you a way of salvation.” 18She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, 
turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it 
came out that very hour. 
 19But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and 
Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. 20When they had brought 
them before the magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 21and 
are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.” 22The crowd 
joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered 
them to be beaten with rods. 23After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into 
prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. 24Following these instructions, he put them 
in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 
 25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners 
were listening to them. 26Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the 
prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were 
unfastened. 27When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword 
and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul 
shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29The jailer called for lights, 
and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30Then he brought them outside and 
said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you 
will be saved, you and your household.” 32They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who 
were in his house. 33At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then 
he and his entire family were baptized without delay. 34He brought them up into the house and 
set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in 
God. 
 

Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 (NRSV) 

12“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work. 13I am 
the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 
 
 14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of life and 
may enter the city by the gates. 
 16“It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root 
and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 
 17The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” 
 And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” 



 And let everyone who is thirsty come. 
 Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 
 20The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”  
  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. 

John 17:20-26 (NRSV) 

[Jesus prayed:] 20“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe 
in me through their word, 21that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, 
may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22The glory that you 
have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23I in them and you in 
me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me 
and have loved them even as you have loved me. 24Father, I desire that those also, whom you 
have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because 
you loved me before the foundation of the world. 
 25“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you 
have sent me. 26I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love 
with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Title: The Reunification of Christians 

Definition of reunify 
transitive + intransitive 
: to unify again : to bring (people or things) or to be brought into a unit or a coherent whole 
after a period of separation. 
reunifying families that were separated in the war 
reunified the children with their families. (https://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/reunify). 
 
(I). Opening 
 
In any event of departure, a common theme seems to be a concern for those we left behind, even 
if the separation is for a short period of time. The closest the relationship we have with those we 
are separating from, our concern for those left behind will be deeper. Like most of you, I have 
lost count of how many departures there have been in my lifetime, though I am sure some of 
those will be remembered by the ones I left behind. 
 
 Thanks goodness we experience not only departures and separation, but reunification too. I think 
our Gospel text today, for us, is more about reunification than unity. Reunification means that at 
some point in the past we have been united as Christians…therefore we should never lose hope 
in reunification no matter how challenging that is.  
 
The need for reunification of Christians is evident as to-day two nations in which Christianity 
has made roots, are in war against each other. In our nation, Christians distrust one another and 
have become used to witness senseless acts of violence against children.  
 
(II). Gospel Context 
 
Jesus’ prayer: “I ask…for those who believe in me through their word, that they may all be one.” 
 
John 17 literary style has been labeled as a priestly prayer of intercessory nature. Jesus asks for 
the unity of the believers. Today, 2000 years later, the unity of Jesus’ believers seems to be more 
distant than it was when Jesus voiced his prayer. What kind of unity was Jesus praying for? How 
does unity among Christ’s believers look like? What are some of the challenges Jesus’ believers 
face when seeking unity among themselves? 
 
Christians, including all Christian traditions are about one fourth of the world population, 
roughly 2 billion of people. Christianity, as any other major world religion, makes great 
contributions to world-wide efforts to bring peace, justice, deliverance, and healing to many 
people around the world. On the other hand, Christians, in the name of God, engage in war, 
exploitation of natural resources, and production and commercialization of weapons of mass 
destruction as a way of life. 
 



Jesus’ prayer for his disciples just mirrored his way of life, he and his father are one, one in 
nature, purpose, and deeds. The world can only be persuaded to look at and believe in God when 
Jesus’s disciples become one in nature, purpose, and deeds. What does this mean?  
 
(III). NT Book of Acts Context 
 
From the text in the book of Acts 16, three main divisive issues Christians encountered were,  
 

(1) “The “disturbers” charge. Another translation for disturbing is riots’ advocates. 
Disturbers are radicals on either side of a conflict that promote violence in any form, by 
means of words and/or actions. In the book of acts, Paul and Silas are falsely accused 
they were disturbers, for sharing a way of salvation…a way of deliverance. Nevertheless, 
it was the mob and the magistrates who seized Paul and Silas, the text reads,” 

 
22The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and 
ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw 
them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. 
 

(2) The “ethnic” issue. Other translations for “ethnic” are “race” and “nation.” 
“The text reads, “they are Jews…we are Romans. There is nothing wrong with having and 
acknowledging an ethnic or national identity, but it is wrong to target a person or social 
group because of their ethnicity. Even worse, when we use a majority status to target another 
individual for not belonging to our ethnicity or because others don’t accept an assigned role 
of submission.  

 
(3) The “morality” issue. Another translation for “not lawful customs” is unethical, immoral. 

This is the most divisive issue of all. When our ethnocentrism elevates our customs and 
traditions as the way of life for all people. When we codify our social customs and 
traditions as “laws” that blind us to see God and hear good news of salvation, as the ones 
proclaimed by Paul and Silas.  

 
(IV) Contemporary Social Context 
 
As Christians, both individually and gathered as the Church of Christ, we might not be able to 
reverse the trends that foresee a steady decline in church membership and participation. But we 
can be aware of the why of those trends, tackle the divisive issues, and continue proclaiming the 
good news of salvation in Christ.  
 
We might not be able to reverse church membership decline, but it doesn’t mean we shouldn’t 
try to do so. In our texts today we can see how Jesus and the apostle Paul addressed the divisive 
issues of their times. Jesus prayed for us and for those who will believe in Jesus for the sharing 
of our faith, that we may be one.  Jesus set an example of unity by the way he was one in nature, 
purpose, and deeds with God his father. The apostle Paul and Silas proclaimed the good news of 
salvation in Philippi and many other cities of the Roma empire. Slander, beatings, and 
incarceration did not deter them in their desire to share the good news of salvation in Christ.  
 



We do not need to get there, to a time when suffering and persecution moves us to proclaim the 
good news of deliverance…and change ourselves and our society for good. Let us continue 
doing this by addressing three of the main divisive issues of our days, 
 
Christians are not people that advocate violence in any form, if we are slandered and called 
disturbers for proclaiming good news of deliverance in Christ, let it be so. 
 
 Let us be grateful for who God has made us in the context of ethnicity but stop using our 
ethnicities as weapons to harm others.  
 
Let us examine our customs, traditions, and laws. Without doubt, some of them are worth to keep 
and pass on to our future generations. But let us not be blind to the fact that some of our customs, 
traditions, and laws, have been and continue being not tools for deliverance but tools for injustice 
and dehumanization of people who are perceived different. 
 
(V) Closing 
 
How are we, Grace congregation modeling and advocating for Christian unity? We are reunified 
when… 
 
We pray individually and in community. 
We proclaim good news of deliverance in Christ for all people, in words and deeds. 
We welcome and make efforts to integrate into the life of our congregation all people who God 
       is calling to join God’s mission on behalf of the world. 
We serve our neighbors in need, locally and globally. 
We renounce violence and advocate for justice and peace for all people in the world. The time 
has come when Christians, in the words of the prophet Isaiah “…will beat their swords into 
plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.” (Isaiah 2:4). 
 
 
Amen. 
 
Rev. Alfredo M Oviedo 
Grace Lutheran Church 
Hendersonville, North Carolina 


