
 

 

Message from Pastor Mark Fitzsimmons 
Pastor Mark Fitzsimmons: mfitzsimmons@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x307 
 

Our interim journey together has covered half of a year already. In these next 

six months, our call committee will be trained by the NC Synod, after which 

the bishop’s office will begin to provide names of candidates to interview. At 

some point in the near future, you will be asked to submit names of possible 

pastors to be considered. In the meantime, we continue to re-open and re-

start various programs in our parish. As we do this, several questions have 

been asked frequently. Let us take a little time in this column to answer these 

FAQs. 
 

Will we ever go back to “old” Sunday morning schedule? 
 

Not anytime soon: Currently our 9 a.m. traditional service is the combination 

of two from pre-covid days: 8:15 and 9:45 a.m. Thus, numbers have been 

increasing this spring, which prompts this FAQ. Our current seating capacity is 

468. We don’t need to discuss adding an additional service time until 

attendance reaches 80% of capacity, i.e. 375. Our average in-person 

attendance at 9 a.m. is 125. 
 

Will we return to printing the full worship service in bulletins? 
 

No. The decision to invest in screens reduces the need for paper documents, 

supports both the online and in-person worship experience, and improves 

singing (people are looking up and singing out!). We do continue to print 

announcements weekly, which are distributed at the end of each service. 

This month our staff will be reviewing the effectiveness of this practice and 

reformatting the weekly template for it. If handed out before the service, it 

can also convey worship “helps,” especially for newcomers. 
 

Will there be more options for adult learning soon? 
 

Yes! Pastor Alfredo and the Adult Learning Committee are creating the 2022-

2023 academic year now. A description of all courses for the new year will be 

available in August. Meanwhile, an additional Sunday School class begins 

May 1; Oasis continues with “The Heart of the Matter”; and Grace 101 is 

offered now. 
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Can you stay? 
 

Yes and no. Yes, Dana and I are members of Grace. We have been here since moving to 

Hendersonville a year ago. This is our home church. Staying here as a member should be no 

problem: Grace has many former interims in membership, all healthy and active. No, I cannot 

stay as Senior Pastor. “Interim” means interim. My call is to walk with you through this time of 

transition. And it is an honor and a privilege to do so. Second to the gospel, our greatest 

treasure at Grace is its people. That includes you. Can you stay, too? 
 

Easter Blessings! 
 

+ Pastor Mark 

 

2022 Durango Mission Trip 
June 25-July 2 
 

Grace members going to Durango, Mexico: 

Laurian Richards 

Bobi West 

Alejandrina Oviedo 

Michelle Angeles 

Jason Heilemann 

Jen Heilemann 

Cora Heilemann (Child) 

Pastor Alfredo M Oviedo 

 

Projects: 

Daily Meal/Bible Story time and playing with 

Children 

Family Health Education  

Assembly/painting 12 sets of table with four chairs 

for school age children. 

Painting doors and windows 

Children School Supplies distribution 

 

How Grace members and friends may support 

this Mission Trip? 

Prayers 

Contributions to Grace Lutheran Church 

designated for the 2022 Durango Mission Trip 

 

Questions?  

Contact Pastor Alfredo at 828-290-4041 

and/or aoviedo@gracehendersonville.com 

 

 

mailto:aoviedo@gracehendersonville.com
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Grace Youth Ministry 
Dir. of Youth & Young Adult Ministry: Anne Monroe: amonroe@gracehendersonville.com | 828-693-4890 x309 

Grace Campus Ministry Update 
Two of our Grace college students from the 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

recently attended the UNC Lutheran Campus 

Ministry service-learning trip over spring break. 

Here the reflections they shared from their 

experiences: 
 

Reflection from freshman Jake Patterson: “For 

my first UNC Lutheran Campus Ministry 

Alternative Spring Break trip, I spent a week 

serving in the New Orleans area with other 

college students from all walks of life. After a 

day exploring New Orleans (and becoming 

intimately familiar with the area’s parade 

culture), our group got to work with the 

Epworth Project. This organization is 

headquartered in Slidell, LA and works 

throughout the year to improve homes in the 

Greater New Orleans area at no cost to the 

occupants. This was a sobering experience, 

as our group saw the realities of poverty up-

close. The work we did with the Epworth 

Project, and hearing the stories of the 

homeowners, reminded me of the blessings 

that God has given me throughout my life. 

And, that I shouldn’t sit idly by with my 

blessings, I must utilize my gifts to create good 

in the world.  

During the week, I was also part of a group 

that served at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 

the oldest historically Black Lutheran 

congregation in the United States. I learned 

so much while assisting with the weekly 

“Community Table” food distribution that 

Bethlehem runs, specifically about race and 

its relationship with the Lutheran church, and 

the difficulties of being one of the only Black 

Lutheran churches in the New Orleans area. 

All of these experiences were exceptionally 

powerful and solidified in my mind that I want 

to help people with the blessings and gifts I’ve 

been given by God. The work pushed me to 

understand that we must use our blessings for 

good and do whatever we can to give back 

to demonstrate God’s promise and love for 

this world.”  

 

Reflection from sophomore Elise Trexler: “This was my first Lutheran Campus Ministry spring break 

trip, and it was easily the best week of my semester. Our group and some of the Raleigh LCM 
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people drove to New Orleans and did construction work on two houses to make them more 

secure (drywall, insulation, caulking, flooring, painting). We also learned about racial and 

socioeconomic divides in New Orleans, which made the work a lot more meaningful. People 

can end up in less-than-ideal housing situations because they have to choose between eating 

and fixing their house, so it felt good to know they wouldn't have to make that choice for a 

while. We also passed out free meals and groceries on Wednesday, and people expressed a lot 

of gratitude toward us for it. There was also plenty of fun — we went to a parade and on a 

swamp tour! Spending time with this amazing group of people was so meaningful because we 

were able to have tons of fun but also faith-driven, important conversations that you don't get 

to have on a daily basis with people at school.” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Boundless: God beyond measure. Ilimitado: un Dios incalculable’ Youth Sunday 

Don’t miss this unique worship experience in the life of our congregation! Youth Sunday will be 

celebrated as one worship service at 10 a.m. on May 8. 

Grace Youth are busy developing and preparing for our annual Youth Sunday. Youth organize, 

write/lead worship parts, and create the sermon meditation. The reflections will focus on theme 

topics from our bible study curriculum ‘Boundless: God beyond measure,’ Ephesians 3:14-21 

scripture, the annual ‘High School Senior’ sermon meditations, and the Old Testament People of 

Faith that middle school students have been learning about during confirmation. Kidds Club 

children will also be assisting with worship and annual Graduation Milestone celebrated. 

 

2022 Grace Graduation Milestone 

We give thanks to God for our graduates 

and the opportunity to celebrate this 

milestone in their lives. Each high school 

senior is given a personalized handmade 

quilt lovingly made by our quilting ministry. 

During the milestone, seniors bless their 

families and then seniors are blessed by the 

congregation.  
 

Listed below are the graduates who 

responded to the information request form. 

If you know a Grace graduate not listed 

below, please send their information to the 

church office, and we will include it at a 

later date.  
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High School 

Graduate 

School Graduation Plans Parents/Grandparents or Guardians 

Jaiden B. 

Davis 

Polk County 

High 

Attending 4-year university, 

NC State University or UNC 

Charlotte, pursuing a 

degree in Human Rights or 

Business. 

Suzanne and Brian Davis;  

Grandparent Janice Mickle 

James 

Frederick 

Wiggins, Jr 

Hendersonville 

High School 

Attending NC State 

University 

Heather and Jim Wiggins; 

Grandparents--Vickie Nelson & the 

late Perry Nelson 

Vanessa 

Marie 

Wingard 

Hendersonville 

High School 

Attending NC State 

University; planning to study 

biology Jill and Daniel Wingard 

*Thank you to our Grace Quilters who put their time, love and hard work into making beautiful 

quilts for our High School Graduates! 

 

College 

Graduate 

School Graduation Plans Parents or Guardians 

Syedi 

Acosta-

Oviedo 

Brevard 

College 

Plan after college is to find a 

rewarding career in my 

fields of study, Criminal 

Justice and Psychology. 

Nery Juarez Acosta and Alfredo 

Oviedo; Grandparents Pastor Alfredo 

and Alejandra Oviedo 

Stephanie 

Ann Winkel 

Lenoir Rhyne 

University 

Nurse Practitioner at Four 

Seasons Hospice 
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Vacation Bible School 
June 13-16, 9 a.m.-Noon 
 

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN! Hosted by Trinity Presbyterian with the help of Grace and St. 

James. Our theme is “On Earth As in Heaven”. Each day a different petition from the Lord’s 

Prayer and a Bible verse will help kids experience connections between prayer and service in 

the world. VBS participants rotate through stations including Bible/small group time, crafts, 

games, snack, and a daily hands-on activity. Open to all children 4 years old (as of Aug. 31, 

2022) through those who finished 5th grade. Volunteers needed - anyone who has finished 6th 

grade on up is welcome to help as station leaders, small group leaders or assistants. Questions? 

Contact Jill Wingard, jwingard@gracehendersonville.com. Sign up now at 

https://bit.ly/VBSOnEarth2022 

 

 

 
 

 

Thrivent Choice 
 

By directing designated Choice Dollars (SM) through Thrivent Choice, eligible members 

recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes some of its charitable outreach grant dollars. 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Patricia J Gardener 

Marjorie Jones 

Paula Meek 

Christine Ring 

Joseph Stancar 

 

Grace Lutheran Preschool 

Carlene Belanger 

Richard Belanger 

Robert Frederiksen 

Warren Weber 

Yong Weber 

 

Thank you for designating Grace for your Thrivent Choice dollars! 

mailto:jwingard@gracehendersonville.com
https://bit.ly/VBSOnEarth2022
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Women of the ELCA 
A Reflection from our President, Vicki Marthaler 

Way back, yes, I’m talking wwaaaayyyy back - in 1982 - I had the privilege of traveling to the 

Holy Land with 11 others from my Minnesota ELCA Lutheran congregation.  
 

Our congregational group of 12 (much like the disciples!) joined up in Israel with a group of 30 

pastors of various denominations from the United States. Together we took a bus to Galilee, 

Nazareth, the Dead Sea, Jericho, Bethlehem and Jerusalem. When we stopped at a place of 

interest, our guide would often say “This is the traditional site believed to be where…. Jesus fed 

the 5,000… or Jesus was baptized… or Jesus met the Samaritan woman at the well.” Many of 

the pastors were skeptical. Many were quick to throw out opinions, negative comments and 

even snide remarks.  
 

Through all the remarks, barbed or otherwise, our wonderful guide kept his focus. He continued 

sharing what was known, or believed to be known, about this historic land. My admiration for 

our guide was cemented in Jerusalem. It was our second day in the Holy City. We had spent 

the day before walking the Via Delarosa which is now inundated with commercialism. The 30 

pastors were not impressed. At all. Now, this next day, our guide stood in the front of the bus 

and made this announcement:  
 

“Today is a good day. Today we will visit two tombs – The Church of the Holy Sepulcher which is 

a church built on the site believed to be where Jesus was buried and we will also visit a garden 

tomb.” Goodness! You should have heard the groaning from the pastors! “This is such a scam.” 

“What a bunch of baloney.” “What a racket this tour is.” Our guide, however, took it all in stride. 

Smiling, he nodded and then said: 
 

“Yes, today we will see two tombs. But, dear friends, do not be discouraged. They are both 

empty.” And as our guide sat down and the bus departed the parking lot, there was a definite 

change in the bus…. you could actually feel it. The Good News that the “tomb is empty” 

brought everything into focus! The tomb is empty! Jesus has risen from the dead!  
 

I’m not sure how necessary it is to know the exact spot where Jesus was baptized, or where the 

5,000 were fed on the hillside. Does it really matter what field the shepherds were out watching 

their flocks by night when the angels appeared?  
 

The bottom line is 

the tomb is empty! 

He is risen! He is 

risen, indeed! And 

just as He walked 

the precious roads 

of Israel over 2,000 

years ago, Jesus 

walks with us today 

– healing, teaching, 

forgiving and 

blessing us. Jesus. 

Our Lord and Savior. 

Jesus, our Friend. 

 
 

 
For additional information about this and other ministries of the Women of the ELCA,  

see the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or contact our president, Vicki Marthaler (218-849-5683). 
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Grace Birthdays 
 
Denise Pryor 5/1 

Donald Bell 5/2 

Douglas Fennell 5/2 

Miranda Freeman 5/2 

David Carver 5/3 

Eric Jackson 5/4 

Kevin Milford 5/5 

Johanna Porter 5/5 

Carol Honeycutt 5/6 

Delores Braun 5/8 

Martha Keiser 5/9 

Virginia Rehn 5/10 

Evelia Jimenez-

Solano 

5/11 

Judy Oneacre 5/11 

Elise Trexler 5/11 

Claire Darrah 5/12 

Ada Gough 5/12 

John Simons 5/12 

Kelly Friesen 5/13 

Megan Pigors 5/13 

Jill Gehrig 5/14 

Vanessa Wingard 5/14 

Karla Edwards 5/15 

Douglass Decker 5/16 

Patricia Malinak 5/16 

Irene Syvertson 5/16 

Debbie Freeman 5/17 

Christine Ring 5/17 

Steven Buman 5/18 

Billie Slear 5/18 

Noe Acosta 5/19 

Susan Carlson 5/20 

Ellen Morrison 5/20 

Horst Wenz 5/23 

Shelley Clay 5/24 

Eric Hagstrom 5/24 

Jason Heilemann 5/24 

Michael Hoffmann 5/24 

Katherine Van 

Horne 

5/24 

Finley Pan 5/26 

Cindy Bonincontri 5/27 

Penny Lord 5/28 

JoAnne Mummert 5/29 

Patricia Axtell 5/30 

Beverly Cannady 5/30 

Rita Purdy 5/30 

Mannon Stallings 6/1 

Terrell West 6/1 

Larry Cannady 6/2 

Griffin Inman 6/3 

Misty Masha 6/4 

Hildegard Schmidt 6/4 

Judy Stoltenberg 6/5 

Rebecca Jackson 6/6 

Marisol Gollnick 6/8 

Kindra Taylor 6/8 

Irene Carlson 6/9 

Robert Greco 6/10 

Myrnelle Wulff 6/10 

Jack Dublynn 6/11 

Joseph Stancar 6/11 

Jill Wingard 6/11 

William Butz 6/12 

Leah Harmon 6/12 

Joan Nyitrai 6/12 

Lita Brusick Johnson 6/14 

Donald Henderson 6/14 

Tony Bumgarner 6/15 

David Haack 6/16 

Michael Freeman 6/17 

George Plowman 6/18 

Della Taylor 6/19 

Pat Gardner 6/20 

Bertha Solano 6/20 

Becky Gandy 6/21 

Minnie Laux 6/21 

Olivia Slagle 6/21 

George Celtrick 6/22 

Elsa Keiser 6/22 

Darrell Kruse 6/22 

Molly Zink 6/22 

Robin McIntosh 6/23 

Mick Trexler 6/23 

Lynn Royal 6/24 

Joe Warren 6/24 

Charlynn Fennell 6/25 

Louise Ann Larsen 6/25 

Lynne Wenz 6/25 

Mike Kelly 6/26 

Robert Wirt 6/26 

Donna Christensen 6/28 

Christopher Davis 6/28 

Bill Hamilton 6/29 

Jeanny Hart 6/29 

June Ogden 6/29 

Janet Geyer 6/30 

Phyllis Seibert 6/30 

 

 

 

“I know the plans I have in mind for you, declares the Lord; they are plans for peace,  
not disaster, to give you a future filled with hope.” Jeremiah 29:11 
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Grace Anniversaries 

 
Daniel & Aurora Solano 5/1/1982 

Henry & Barb Koch 5/3/1969 

Gary & Lynn Kester 5/8/2010 

Patrick & Caroline 

Patterson 

5/11/1996 

John & Maria Almert 5/13/2017 

Bill & Becky Schmidt 5/13/1978 

Misty & Tani Masha 5/17/2003 

Jonathan & Muriel Lambert 5/18/1977 

David & Barbara Bair 5/19/1973 

Jim & Jane Hunt 5/19/1973 

Sharon & Bill Wohlt 5/19/1972 

Jeff & Simons Michels 5/20/1989 

Wayne & Yvonne Forsythe 5/21/1977 

John & Annah Lord 5/24/2008 

Andy & Barbara Pytel 5/24/1985 

John & Cyndy Simons 5/24/1998 

Fred & D'Anne Martin 5/25/1985 

Kemper & Mandy Gibson 5/28/2016 

Gerald & Emilee Liedl 5/28/2016 

Charles & Katie Bolick 5/30/1993 

Jack & Sandy Dublynn 5/30/1992 

John & Bonnie Wells 5/30/1960 

Rachel & Nick Cummings 5/31/2014 

Jim & Brenda Fisher 6/3/1972 

Jennifer & John Moore 6/3/2006 

George & Laura Spencer 6/3/1965 

Mike & Debbie Freeman 6/4/1983 

James & Vickyt Rholl 6/4/1988 

Tony & Lily Cruz 6/7/1975 

Arthur & Joyce Green Eddy 6/8/1984 

David & Tricia Haack 6/12/1993 

Larry & Beverly Cannady 6/13/1964 

Bill & Phyllis Seibert 6/13/1959 

James & Kindra Taylor 6/14/2014 

Steve & DaLora Trumann 6/15/1975 

Dave & Sallie Weber 6/15/2019 

Mark & Dana Fitzsimmons 6/18/1988 

Einar & Irene Syvertson 6/18/1966 

Roger & Nadine 

Christensen 

6/19/1965 

Don & Jane Henderson 6/20/1987 

Chuck & Marjorie Jones 6/20/2008 

Ken & Marjorie Ann Loken 6/20/1980 

Knowles & Phyllis Parker 6/20/1964 

Candice & Zachary Pritz 6/21/2014 

Hal & Ruthie Derrick 6/22/1974 

Harry & Susan Steiner 6/22/1991 

Carl & Barbara McKenzie 6/24/1961 

Reid & Claudia Northrup 6/24/1978 

Whipp & Lita Brusick 

Johnson 

6/25/1977 

Bill & Sandra Brust 6/25/1972 

Burton & Cathy Bumgarner 6/25/1977 

Allan & Lynn Huffman 6/26/1982 

Chuck & Irene Carlson 6/27/1964 

Mike & Jan Hoffmann 6/27/1992 

Bill & Patti O'Neil 6/28/2015 

James & Francia Shaw 6/30/1962 

 

 

 
 
 

And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 
Colossians 3:14 
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Cards for a Cause 
What’s Going On in There?  

If you enter Fellowship Hall on the second 

Wednesday of most months, you are likely to see a 

group of 12-15 women working around the tables. 

Some women are cutting paper, others may be 

applying glue or glitter, setting paper flowers in 

place or slipping completed greeting cards into 

cellophane sleeves. So, you wonder, what’s going 

on here? 

To answer that question, you need to know that 

Grace offered “Cards for Hendersonville Causes” 

this space to make greeting cards for sale to the 

public. By itself this project does not appear to be 

outstanding, but the fact that 100% of the sale 

price goes to one of seven local charities – buyer’s 

choice – makes it very special! You quickly think, 

“Well, how do they get money for paper, glue, 

cellophane sleeves, and more?” In addition to the 

founders’ (Conrad and Kathy Wroebel) initial 

investment in this project, we accept monetary or 

material donations, we have received many items 

from a former crafter’s estate, and we secured 

money from a grant. 

Our cards are comparable in price to those sold at grocery or drug stores, but they are carefully 

designed and crafted to serve not only as greetings but also as keepsakes. You can find our 

cards for sale on our website (Cards for Hendersonville Causes), and they can be purchased at 

Four Seasons Hospice Store on Main Street (supporting Four Seasons Hospice) and at the 

Dandelion Restaurant on 5th Avenue (supporting Safelight). Additional charities that can be 

chosen for sale contributions are: St. Gerard House, IAM, Open Arms, Blue Ridge Humane 

Society, and a recent addition Ecusta Trail. 

Check us out and buy cards to support local charities – you won’t be disappointed and those 

who receive the handmade cards will be delighted.  

Joyce Eddy, volunteer  
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Living Waters Lutheran Church Food Drive 
May 8-22 

Help us fill Living Waters’ pantry! Grocery bags available in the lobby. Items needed include: 

ramen noodles, mayonnaise, canned meat (not tuna), cereal, ketchup, mustard, sugar, pickles, 

pickle relish, laundry soap, bar soap, toilet paper, can jar lids (regular or large), baby diapers 

(size 5 or 6). Monetary gifts and Thrivent choice dollars are most welcome.  

As a mission ministry with less than 50 members, they served 9,556 family units from January 

through November 2021 on the reservation and surrounding areas. Living Waters Cherokee has 

been in our prayers and hearts continually. Thank you for wanting to partner with our friends at 

Living Waters. 
 

Feed the Kids  
Social Ministry Update 
 

As a grass-roots organization, Feed the Kids Coalition has been 

steadily developing and refining its organization and procedures 

since 2009. In addition to its North Carolina Non-Profit status, Feed the 

Kids Coalition is an approved 501(c)3. Five teams of volunteers rotate 

cooking and serving a hot, healthy meal to an average of 250-300 

kids each Friday afternoon at the Henderson County Boys & Girls 

Club. The total number of meals served to date is in excess of 60,000.  
 

Grace Lutheran Church partners with First United Methodist Church as 

one of five teams. Additional volunteers are needed for cooking, 

serving, grocery shopping and transporting the meal. Volunteers are 

the life-blood of FTK’s organization. You do not need to be a cook; 

many skills are required to accomplish our goal of feeding the kids. 

We are seeking to replenish our team as we return to normal 

operations after the pandemic. We hope that you will consider helping. The smiles are worth it! 

Please refer to the Feed the Kids website at feedthekidscoalition.org. For more information or to 

volunteer, call or text Becky Schmidt at 252-675-7326. 

 
 

gracehendersonville.com | pr@gracehendersonville.com | 828-693-4890 

1245 6th Ave W 

Hendersonville NC 28739 

Return Service Requested 


