
 
 
      Grace Unit Newsletter….February 2022 
 
Christmas Eve was picture perfect.  Mark and I had driven safely to 
Vermont to spend the week surrounding Christmas with our oldest 
son and his family. 
 

For the outdoor Family Service held on Christmas Eve, we bundled up 
and gathered on the front lawn of the Essex Congregational Church.  
The beloved Christmas Story was acted out by the pastors and staff.  In warm coats, hats and mitts, muffled 
necks, masked faces and booted feet, we all listened, fascinated, that this much familiar story still sounded so 
new and gloriously wonderful!  At the end the pastor lit a candle from the fire pit and his candle lit another 
and then another until all of our candles were lit and we sang all the verses of Silent Night by heart followed 
by O Little Town of Bethlehem “where meek souls receive them still, the Christ Child enters in.”   
 

Our family left with the joy and peace only Christmas can place in the heart.  We drove around a bit looking at 
the Christmas lights.  When we got home, it was ‘jama time and we all crawled into bed with visions of sugar 
plums dancing in our heads.  When what did our slumbering ears hear that jarred us wide awake at 2 a.m.?   
“IT’S CHRISTMAS!”   Lily was proclaiming – at the top of her lungs – this very Good News to the household with 
all the joy a seven-year-old can muster!   
 

I couldn’t help but smile.  It’s Christmas!  Joy of joys!  Then as quick as Lily’s joyous announcement had 
reverberated throughout the house, I heard, “Shhhh!  Lily!  It’s too early!  It’s not time!  Shush!”  I smiled as I 
shut my eyes imagining disappointed Lily and how hard it is to be “shushed” when one is so filled with good 
news and excitement. 
 

2,000 years ago when Mary’s water broke and the labor pains began, was she shushed?  Or, did she reach for 
Joseph’s arm and with bated breath say “Its time!”  And what about the heavenly host filling the night sky and 
proclaiming Good News to the shepherds out watching their flocks by night?  Were the angels “shushed?”  Did 
the shepherds say “Hey, don’t get the sheep all riled up!  Keep it down.  We’re trying to keep things calm!” 
 

Thankfully the angels weren’t shushed.  The shepherds heard and went to Bethlehem to check out what this 
was all about.  The found the Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger just like the angels had 
announced.  Do you suppose Mary “shushed” the shepherds as they tumbled into the stable and tripped over 
each other trying to be the first to tell her of the angels and all they had heard and seen?   
 

No shushing.  Mary and Joseph listened.  Mary pondered in her heart all that was said.  Then the shepherds 
left praising God and telling all of what they had heard and seen.  Again, no shushing!  Bethlehem must have 
been all abuzz by the time the shepherds paraded back through town! 
 

Shushing has no place in the Christmas story.  The Christmas story is God’s story!  No shushing! 
 

Lily was shushed for a few more hours, but be assured her joyous 
2am announcement still rang in our hearts!  It’s Christmas!   
There is Good News of Great Joy for All People!   
Emmanuel!  God is with us!   
Oh, may this Good News continue to ring out loud and clear! 
 



Naomi Circle 
Tuesday, February 15, 9:30am at Grace Lutheran 

The Bible Study is in the February Gather magazine.   
The study begins on page 30.  If you need a copy of the magazine, 

Please check in the church library.  There are copies available. 
Questions?  Lori Schaefer is your girl!  lori.schaefer3@gmail.com 

 
Sarah Circle 
Thursday, February 17, 9:30am at Grace Lutheran 
Program:  Introducing Interim Pastor Christina  
Questions?  Judy Stoltenberg is your girl!  jstoltenberg@hotmail.com 
 
 

The Quilters continue to gather every Tuesday morning at the church. 
If you can tie a knot, measure and cut a square, or press a seam, 

You are so welcome to join the busy hands of the quilters! 
 

               Both Circles and the Quilters welcome new members. 
If there is an interest to beginning a new circle on a different day and time, please 

feel free to contact Vicki Marthaler at vicki.marthaler@gmail.com or 
218 849 5683.  There are many Biblical names that can be put to use!  Examples: 

Deborah, Elizabeth, Lydia, Johanna, Miriam, Ruth…..  
 
 
 
 

The Women of Grace extend a warm welcome to our interims, 
Pastors Mark Fitzsimmons and Christina Auch! 

Please, ladies, wear your name tags on Sunday and  
whenever you are in the building so they can get to know you! 

 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE:  Saturday, May 7, 10am in the Fellowship Hall at Grace. 
Grace Unit’s first General Meeting of the year! 

More information to follow….. 
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