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 “And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 

flocks at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified (sore afraid )  But the angel said to them ‘Do 

not be afraid (Fear not!) I bring you Good News (Tidings of Great Joy!) that will cause great 

joy for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord.  

This will be a sign to you:  You will find a baby wrapped in (swaddling) cloths and lying in a manger…” (Luke 

2:8-12, NIV with a sprinkling of King James) 

Fear not!  Tidings of Great Joy!  Oh, I so wish that for each of you this Christmas season!  Joy, love, peace, 

good will toward all people.  Yet, it isn’t always so, is it? 

When I was 16 years old, my Grandma died.  Two days after Christmas.  Suddenly.  Without warning.  In the 

middle of a Minnesota snow storm.  It was the first time I ever saw my Dad cry.  It was a very confusing time 

for me.  I had never experienced the touch of death in our family.  The next few days were upsetting and 

unsettling.  I remember as family and friends gathered at the funeral home for a visitation and a prayer 

service, I was a typical teenager acting contrary.  I wasn’t comfortable there.  I didn’t want to be there.  I 

remember folding my arms tightly around me as I sat between my Dad and my Mom and staring at the 

floor.  The pastor began addressing those present.  His message went something like this: 

 “Dear friends and family.  It is with a heavy heart we gather tonight to remember our dearly departed sister 

in Christ.  Death is never welcome and especially so in these days as we are celebrating the wondrous time 

of Christmas.” And I’m thinking, boy, has he got that right.   “But as we face this time together, I would like 

to remind you of one important thing.  Death does not spoil Christmas.  Christmas spoils death.”   

 I remember looking up from the floor and staring at the pastor!  What?  Death doesn’t spoil Christmas?  

Christmas spoils death?  That doesn’t make sense.  No, to my 16-year-old grieving mind, what the pastor 

was saying made not one bit of sense to me.   

Years later, and I mean years later, when I was way past 16 years old… when I am serving as a chaplain at a 

nursing home and it was Christmas… one of our beloved residents died…a Grandma…with a beautiful 

family… full of grandkids….who were upset and unsettled…yet they gathered in the chapel to hear words of 

comfort and hope…from me.    

It was then that those memories, of a pastor who stood in front of my family and offered a new perspective, 

came flooding back into my memory:   

Death doesn’t spoil Christmas.  Christmas spoils death. 

So this year, if you are struggling with the joy of Christmas, if you have experienced the death of a loved 

one, or a death of a relationship, or a dashing of a hope, or a dire diagnosis of health, or whatever loss you 

are experiencing, take heart.  Be not afraid.  Unto you a Child is born.  And this Child is Jesus.  Born for you.  

Born for me.  Jesus, Who brings us His forever gifts of peace, love, hope, joy, forgiveness 

and life eternal.  Fear not.  He brings us tidings of comfort and joy! 



Business Meeting Agenda at the Christmas Tea 
 

Call to Order:  President Vicki Marthaler (serving 2019-20-21-22) 
Secretary’s Report – Chira Kirkland (serving 2020-21-22-23) 
Treasurer’s Report and Presentation  

of 2022 Budget – Kathy Stancar (serving 2019-20-21-22) 
 
Proposed ByLaw Amendment – Lori Schaefer 
Proposed Restructure of our Grace Unit Committees 
 
Circle and Quilters Update 
Calendar for 2022 
 
Recognition of Out-Going Board Member, 

 Shelley Clay as Vice President (2020-21) 
Installation of Officers: Lori Schaefer as Vice President (2022-23) and  

Chira Kirkland continuing as Secretary (2020-21-22-23) 
 
Other Business 
 
Adjournment 
 
 

 
Finances 

Throughout these two years of pandemic upheaval (2020 and 2021), the 
Women of the ELCA-Grace Unit has taken a major hit in the pocket book.  
We have not been able to hold our General Meetings (three times a year) 
and our Circles have also been severely restricted in their meeting ability. 

Fellowship as well as offerings have all suffered a reversal.  And, there is no 
promise of “return to normal” any time soon.   

 
Because of this unstable state of affairs, the Board felt it was prudent to 

make some significant adjustments to our budget/spending.   Thank you to 
every one who has made an intentional offering so that when we DO return 

to “normal,” we can continue to support local, statewide and national efforts 
to further the Kingdom for the sake of Christ.   



Saturday, December 11, 2 PM 

Stull Hall in Grace Lutheran Church 
 

Every woman of Grace Lutheran is invited to: 

The           Christmas Tea 
 
An annual event when the Women of Grace gather together to celebrate the birth of Christ! 
 

This year we welcome Amparo Oviedo as our guest speaker. 
Her topic: 

Christmas in Mexico!   
 

 
 

Come and celebrate with us!  There will be displays of Nativities 

And a sale of books of Christmas stories.  All proceeds going to the 

June Youth Mission trip to Mexico! 

We will be serving refreshments following  

the Covid protocols.   

Wear something bright and celebratory!   
Please sign up at the Sign Up Station at church by Dec 8. 

 



Grace Women of the ELCA Resolutions for 2022: 
1. Join a Circle to grow in fellowship and faith-building! 

2. Present an idea or two for a General Meeting 

Program 

3. Offer to head up one of the WELCA events, i.e. Bold 

Women’s Sunday (February), Rachel’s Day (May), 

Thankoffering Sunday (October), any Smoky Mountain Gathering or 

any NC Synod Wide Offering (TBA) 

4. Raise your hand to serve on the WELCA-Grace Unit Board or recruit 

someone!  (Looking for a President and a Treasurer next year ) 

5. Show up on a Tuesday morning to help tie those quilts! 

6. Contribute to the “Gathering Grace” videos by sharing a bit of your faith 

story.  Contact:  Vicki Marthaler 

7. Write an editorial for the monthly Women of Grace newsletter. 

8. Purchase a WELCA Tote Bag or Patch for yourself or a friend! 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

A warm welcome to our Grace Lutheran Women 
who joined our church in 2021: 

 
** Nancy Edwards ** Karla Pan ** Amy Pflug ** Stephanie Winkel ** 

** Stacey Zabel ** Tiffany Councill ** Hunter Strong ** Dianne Bruce ** 
** Dana Fitzsimmons ** Phyllis Parker ** Lorena “Jean” Zabel ** 

 
 


