
 

 

The Joy of Serving 
FISH OF HENDERSON COUNTY 
 

FISH was formed by the Henderson County 

Association of Churches, as a nonprofit in 1970. 

Our mission is to drive clients to and from medical 

appointments. Over the years FISH has had its 

pool of drivers and callers vary widely. People move away, find work, or 

simply need a break, and our pool goes up and down.  

Because of the COVID pandemic, we have experienced a dramatic loss of 

drivers and callers. We need a minimum of 24 drivers and 15 callers to 

address the current needs. To put that in perspective, we currently have 14 

and 5.  

Through a group of volunteers, FISH provides free round trip transportation, 

for Henderson County residents, who have no relatives or friends available to 

drive them. FISH drivers take clients to doctor appointments, hospital visits, 

trips to therapists and mental health facilities in Henderson County. Our 

clients include the elderly, handicapped and those who no longer have 

access to a vehicle.  

Some clients, including dialysis patients and those with other chronic 

conditions need transportation several times a week. Others may need our 

service once or twice a year.  

FISH clients must be able to walk. We do not handle wheelchairs.  

Callers work from home. Drivers use their vehicles, some compensation is 

available.  

Anyone with a valid driver's license is urged to volunteer. Volunteers serving 

as callers and drivers may choose the days and hours that fit their lifestyle.  

To sign up to volunteer or ask questions, call Dick Belanger, 828-697-2135. 
 

 

 

 

Our Purpose: 

Transforming Lives 

Through Christ 

 

 

Our Mission 

Statement: We 

believe that God in 

Christ is central to all 

life and we WORSHIP 

him through TELLING 

his story, GROWING 

in faith, SUPPORTING 

each other, and 

CARING for his world 

 

 

Our Strategic Vision: 

Grace is a diverse 

community of faith 

serving Christ and 

sharing the love of 

God. 

 

 

Our Core Values: 

 Being a nurturing 

family of faith 

 Growing faith in 

God the Father, 

Son & Holy Spirit 

 Serving others with 

the heart of Jesus 

 Seeking unity in 

Christ 

 Embracing people 

seeking Christ 

 Welcoming cross-

cultural, Cross+ 

Generational 
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Reflections from Pastor Alfredo Oviedo 
Pastor Alfredo Oviedo: aoviedo@gracehendersonville.com | 828-693-4890 x331 

Our Dwelling Place 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought 

forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are 

God. Psalm 90:1-2 NRSV 

Grace’s 105 years of history, three generations of faithful Christians, continues to be a living 

testimony of God’s presence and care for our congregation. Every generation that has 

preceded us faced, moved through, and overcame challenges of their times and to their social 

location. Today we are in transition and experiencing a series of events associated to a 

pandemic, social polarization, demographic shifts, and natural ordained and lay leadership 

changes.  

Our senior pastor retired, we have called an interim senior pastor, we are electing five new 

council members, and every member of the congregation is having an opportunity to give 

input regarding Grace’s present and future as our council completes a ministry site profile. A 

call committee of 6-8 members will be appointed by our council before the end of 2021 and 

trained by our Synod early in 2022. The process of interviewing prospective candidates for senior 

pastor is a mutual discernment conversation between Grace, as embodied in the call 

committee, and pastors in the ELCA roster. This transition will come to a closure when the call 

committee communicates to our council that they have one candidate, and then the council 

makes a recommendation in a special congregational meeting summoned for the purpose of 

calling a new senior pastor. The whole process follows Grace’s constitution provisions and 

bylaws.  

An illustration of the transition we are living at Grace comes from a gift 

interim pastor Mark Fitzsimmons presented to all staff members, a red 

lion amaryllis bulb kit. The next day I received this gift, opened the box, 

and went through the planting instructions. The kit comes with two sets 

of instructions, one for a coco fiber disk, the rehydrated growing 

medium and the planting instructions. Well, if you are an experienced 

gardener, instructions will make sense and you will complete the task in 

a short time. Not me - instructions make perfect sense for the ones who 

write them but can be like a foreign language to most of us. I read, 

read, read, and followed the instructions, my cleanness and neatness 

compulsions worked against the messiness of the task, and I could not make the supersize bulb 

fit into the watered expanded coco fiber disk. I thought the instructions missed telling me that 

this will be messy, and I had to be willing to put my hands on and my clothes at risk. At that 

point I thought, what was on pastor’s Mark mind when he gave us that present?  

As for me, during this transition, the red lion amaryllis bulb kit means that the everlasting God, 

creator and sustainer of life, our dwelling place in all generations, is calling us to watch over one 

another while continuing to serve our neighbors in need. God is calling us to co-create 

something new, in that process. Like the red lion amaryllis bulb, our congregation has life in its 

own.  

Decisions must be made, and it could be messy. Some instructions are not that clear for all of us, 

and even worse - we might not like the process. My prayer and hope are that God will work an 

ordinary miracle and, as the lion amaryllis bulb will grow and produce a beautiful red flower, 

Grace will grow and continue flourishing for many generations as the compassionate caring 

congregation we are. 

God bless you, Pastor Alfredo M Oviedo 
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Grace Youth Ministry 
Dir. of Youth & Young Adult Ministry: Anne Monroe: amonroe@gracehendersonville.com | 828-693-4890 x309 

 

2021 Grace Youth Ministry Fall Retreat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last month 23 youth and guides had a fantastic annual Fall Retreat overnight at Grace. 

Participants served at the La Abundancia food distribution, had devotions in faith formation 

sessions, and fellowshipped over meals and games. Thank you for making retreat ministry 

possible for our students! 
 

High School sessions learned about 

receiving and living God’s 

Boundless Forgiveness. Here are 

the student’s highlights in their own 

words:  

 “In our high school sessions, we 

talked about receiving and 

living God’s boundless 

forgiveness. To me, that means 

forgiving is not forgetting, but it 

also takes time to forgive, and 

we must show and share the gift 

of forgiveness that God showed 

us.” ~Senior 

 “Forgiveness is not easy, and it 

doesn’t have an exact timeline, 

but it is necessary to allow us to 

move on from the past. 

Although it sometimes seems impossible to forgive, it is important to remember that God is 

always with us.” ~Senior 

 “Sometimes in order to forgive someone, you have to remember that God constantly 

forgives us for the same mistakes.” ~Senior 

 “Forgiving is a lot harder than you think. You also can’t hold grudges against your enemies. 

That is not a good thing.” ~Junior 
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 “Everyone can give and receive forgiveness no matter who you are or what you’ve done. 

While it may be a difficult process it can help you move on and find more freedom in your 

life.” ~Sophomore   
 

Middle School sessions covered Old Testament People 

of Faith Moses, Deborah, and Sampson. Here are the 

student’s Big Ideas in their own words:   

 “I learned that leaders can be both bold and 

frustrated.” ~ 8th grade 

 “As you focus on learning about God you also learn 

about others.” ~ 8th grade 

 “We learned that we can love God and our 

neighbor.” ~ 8th grade 

 We learned about Moses the frustrated leader and 

the Old Testament judges Deborah and Samson. I 

learned that God can take ordinary people and do 

extraordinary things.” ~ 7th grade 

 “We learned that God delivers people from 

suffering” ~~ 8th grade 

 

 

Grace Holiday Blood Drive 
TUESDAY, DEC. 14, 11 A.M.-6 P.M. AT GRACE 

Give the Gift of Life to Celebrate the Birth of Christ 

Our annual blood drive will be held in Stull Hall and will have our usual fantastic Canteen. All 

blood collected will be used in hospitals within our five-county area. What better gift to give this 

Christmas than to give up to three people the gift of life!  
 

You can make an appointment by going to the following link:  

https://donate.thebloodconnection.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/153408 

or by calling 828-585-8060 and give them Sponsor Code 23GL. Three appointments can be 

scheduled every 15 minutes. If you can’t donate on Dec. 14, you can go to the Blood 

Connection center in Hendersonville or Asheville either a few days before the drive or a few 

days after and let them know you are donating for the Grace Lutheran drive. Your donation will 

be reflected in our totals. 
 

Donors will receive a $20 VISA eGift card. This blood drive is also supported by Thrivent Action 

Team dollars and we will have Thrivent T-shirts to give away. Please eat and drink well prior to 

your donation and bring your TBC donor card or a photo ID. NOTE: We are requesting that you 

wear a mask to donate blood at the church. Thank you very much for your cooperation. 

 

https://donate.thebloodconnection.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/153408
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Women of the ELCA 
A Reflection from our President, Vicki Marthaler 

“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 

the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified (sore afraid ) But the 

angel said to them ‘Do not be afraid (Fear not!) I bring you Good News 

(Tidings of Great Joy!) that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in 

the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord. 

This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in (swaddling) cloths 

and lying in a manger…” (Luke 2:8-12, NIV with a sprinkling of King James) 

Fear not! Tidings of Great Joy! Oh, I so wish that for each of you this Christmas season! Joy, love, 

peace, good will toward all people. Yet, it isn’t always so, is it? 

When I was 16 years old, my grandma died. Two days after Christmas. Suddenly. Without 

warning. In the middle of a Minnesota snow storm. It was the first time I ever saw my dad cry. It 

was a very confusing time for me. I had never experienced the touch of death in our family. The 

next few days were upsetting and unsettling. I remember as family and friends gathered at the 

funeral home for a visitation and a prayer service, I was a typical teenager acting contrary. I 

wasn’t comfortable there. I didn’t want to be there. I remember folding my arms tightly around 

me as I sat between my dad and my mom and staring at the floor. The pastor began 

addressing those present. His message went something like this: 

 “Dear friends and family. It is with a heavy heart we gather tonight to remember our dearly 

departed sister in Christ. Death is never welcome and especially so in these days as we are 

celebrating the wondrous time of Christmas.” And I’m thinking, boy, has he got that right. “But 

as we face this time together, I would like to remind you of one important thing. Death does not 

spoil Christmas. Christmas spoils death.”  

I remember looking up from the floor and staring at the pastor! What? Death doesn’t spoil 

Christmas? Christmas spoils death? That doesn’t make sense. No, to my 16-year-old grieving 

mind, what the pastor was saying made not one bit of sense to me.  

Years later, and I mean years later, when I was way past 16 years old… when I am serving as a 

chaplain at a nursing home and it was Christmas… one of our beloved residents died… a 

grandma… with a beautiful family… full of grandkids…. who were upset and unsettled… yet 

they gathered in the chapel to hear words of comfort and hope… from me.  

It was then that those memories, of a pastor who stood in front of my family and offered a new 

perspective, came flooding back into my memory:  

Death doesn’t spoil Christmas. Christmas spoils death. 

So this year, if you are struggling with the joy of Christmas, if you have experienced the death of 

a loved one, or a death of a relationship, or a dashing of a hope, or a dire diagnosis of health, 

or whatever loss you are experiencing, take heart. Be not afraid. Unto you a 

Child is born. And this Child is Jesus. Born for you. Born for me. Jesus, who brings 

us His forever gifts of peace, love, hope, joy, forgiveness and life eternal. Fear 

not. He brings us tidings of comfort and joy! 

Dear Women of Grace, please join with your Grace sisters on Saturday, Dec. 

11, at 2 p.m. for the WELCA Christmas Tea at Grace Lutheran Church in Stull 

Hall. We will gather round the manger and give thanks to God for the Gift of 

His Son.  
For additional information about this and other ministries of the Women of the ELCA,  

see the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or contact our president, Vicki Marthaler (218-849-5683). 
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Grace Birthdays 
 

Robert Frederiksen 12/1 

Gary Kester 12/1 

Javier Zaragoza 12/2 

Kemper Gibson 12/3 

Lucy Inman 12/3 

Amy Pflug 12/3 

Barry Pierce 12/3 

Dorothy Schuette 12/3 

Gunner Kaddouri 12/4 

Simons Michels 12/4 

Tom Southard 12/5 

Thelma Williams 12/5 

Lesley Darrah 12/8 

Marie Scarlett 12/8 

Linda Bowman 12/9 

Isabella Christensen 12/9 

Larry Edwards 12/9 

Philip Klein 12/9 

D'Anne Martin 12/9 

Lot Acosta 12/14 

Els Wolters 12/14 

Suzanne Gibbs 12/15 

Ken Loken 12/15 

Karen-Eve Pfotzer 12/15 

Caren Geiler 12/17 

Joyce Hallberg 12/17 

Thomas Matthews 12/17 

Patti O'Neil 12/18 

Bernard Sochia 12/18 

David Hreha 12/19 

Cheryl 

Redenbacher 12/19 

Jaiden Davis 12/20 

Kameron Kaddouri 12/20 

Sue Filson 12/22 

Warren Weber 12/22 

Joyce Eddy 12/23 

Jacob Friesen 12/25 

William Pryor 12/25 

Emily Roseler 12/25 

Marjana Morava 12/26 

Ella Sochia 12/26 

Lauren Sochia 12/26 

Ann Harrison 12/27 

Jane Nelson 12/27 

Timothy Meadows 12/29 

Susan Albers 12/30 

Ronan Romero 12/30 

Friedel Sharadin 12/30 

Kenneth Ring 12/31 

 

Grace Anniversaries 
 

 

Norris & Cricket Crigler 12/2 

Richard & Pamala Wingrove 12/3 

Tom & Karen Bowman 12/6 

Paul & Dorothy Schuette 12/7 

Jan & Johanna Dokter 12/9 

Bill & Marisol Gollnick 12/9 

Henry & Patricia Schwenk 12/10 

Aaron & Evelia Solano-

Jimenez 12/10 

Alfredo & Alejandrina Oviedo 12/12 

Robert & Joan Frederiksen 12/13 

Ed & Judy Lichtenhagen 12/15 

Jim & Darla Krause 12/19 

John & Myra Glowacki 12/22 

Phil & Linda Smith Rymer 12/23 

Terry & Jane Andersen 12/26 

Jim & Judy Oneacre 12/27 

Dick & Carol Miley 12/28 

Roger & Gabriele Wirt 12/29 

Tom & Donna Southard 12/30 
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Millie Poppendick Facilities Endowment Established 
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

The Grace Lutheran Congregation Council, at the recommendation of the Finance Committee, 

recently took action to designate a generous bequest from the estate of Millie Poppendick, to 

establish a Facilities Endowment Fund in her name. Millie’s bequest totaled $500,000 of which 

$350,000 established the endowment and the council later added $150,000 in undesignated 

funds to bring the total endowment to $500,000. The earnings from the endowment will help 

care for Grace church facilities. 

This very generous bequest came as a pleasant surprise to the pastors and Congregation 

Council. While Millie was a long-time member, she was quiet and unassuming. Pastor Greg 

observed, “I would see Millie arrive right before worship started. She would always smile and 

greet me, but she would leave as soon as worship was over.” 

One of Millie’s friends at Grace, Sallie Weber, shared, “While Millie was a very private person, 

and she loved to travel to Europe and enjoyed learning about other cultures. Millie spoke 

French and possibly other languages. She also told me of visits to Rome and Paris and loved to 

watch travel shows on TV.” Pastor Ken recalls his visits with Millie by saying; “My visits with her 

were remarkably like what Sallie observed. I found Millie to be very gracious and hospitable. She 

didn’t talk about herself and didn’t have any family to talk about, but Millie had a real heart for 

Grace Lutheran Church and our ministry.” 

Susan Albers, a Grace member who lived on the same street as Millie for several years shared 

her observations; “Millie was a woman of great faith. She worshipped regularly and this 

sustained her life. While she didn’t feel comfortable being out in front of people, she wanted to 

give back to her church and her Lord!” 

Now because of Millie’s great faith and her very generous bequest, the facilities of Grace 

Lutheran Church will be cared for into perpetuity. Establishing an endowment means that the 

corpus of the endowment will grow and only the earnings will be used. The endowment will also 

free up more funds for ministry in the congregation. 

For more information on how you can leave a bequest or make a planned gift to Grace or the 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church Foundation, email finance@gracehendersonville.org. The 

unique thing about leaving a bequest in your will or making a planned gift is that you retain use 

of the funds during your lifetime, and they go to Grace Lutheran Church at your death. You 

don’t have to give $500,000 like Millie did, but be assured that whatever you do give, it will be 

used to build up God’s kingdom through the ministry of Grace Lutheran Church. 
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Advent & Christmas Services at Grace 

Celebrate with us in-person and virtually! 
 

Wednesday Advent Services - Our Wednesday evening Advent worship services stand as a 

reminder for us to slow down as the world around us rushes headlong toward Christmas. Advent 

worship offers us a time of reflection and prayer as we prepare our hearts to welcome the Christ 

child. A simple meal will be offered from 4:45-5:30 p.m. – sign up each week at the Sign-up 

Station or call the office. 

 Holden Evening Prayer - Wednesday, Dec. 1 & 8, 6 p.m. We gather in the quiet beauty of the 

sanctuary for worship. This service invites us to slow down, center our spirits, and reflect on 

the miracle of God becoming human in the birth of Jesus. Our meditations will be centered 

on Making Room in Our Hearts, Days & Homes. 

 Posada - Wednesday, Dec. 15, 6 p.m. This service reminds us of the hope Mary and Joseph 

experienced seeking a place to stay in Bethlehem. It is a witness to the hope in our growing 

cross-cultural congregation. 

Christmas Eve Child & Family-Focused Worship with Drive-Up Communion – Friday, Dec. 24, 10 

a.m. The Family Christmas Eve Service beautifully blends the nativity story from the Books of 

Matthew and Luke with numerous familiar Christmas carols led by organ and praise instruments 

as children bring the story to life. All children and children-at-heart are invited! Holy Communion 

will be offered. Assisted by the youth of Grace, the service will be led by Pastors Mark 

Fitzsimmons, Ken Langsdorf and Alfredo Oviedo.  
 

Christmas Eve Bilingual/Traditional/Candlelight Worship – Friday, Dec. 24, 7 p.m. Our traditional 

candlelight worship service will celebrate the birth of Christ in word, music and sacrament of 

Holy Communion. Hear the Christmas story, sing familiar carols, and listen to special music by 

the Grace choirs.  

 

Christmas Day – Saturday, Dec. 26. No service. Please enjoy time with your family. 
 

Lessons & Carols – Sunday, Dec. 26, 10 a.m. One service only.  
 

gracehendersonville.com | pr@gracehendersonville.com | 828-693-4890 

1245 6th Ave W 

Hendersonville NC 28739 

Return Service Requested 


