
 

Message from Pastor Mark Fitzsimmons 
Senior Interim Pastor Mark Fitzsimmons: mfitzsimmons@gracehendersonville.com /  

828-693-4890 x307 
 

Three Words:  Interim, Senior, Pastor 

On Monday, Oct. 25 I began to serve as your Interim Senior Pastor.  The three 

words in this job title tell the whole story and define the focus of my ministry at 

Grace. 

INTERIM 

My tenure at Grace is intentionally “for a season”.  That season began with 

Pastor Greg William’s retirement and will conclude with the installation of the 

next, congregationally-called Senior Pastor.  While defined by these two events, 

this period of interim cannot be scheduled precisely on the church calendar:  A 

call process guided by the Holy Spirit works on God’s time, not ours.  Thus, this 

time of waiting can produce anxiety!  As your Interim, my call is to provide non-

anxious leadership so that our congregation can commit fully to the search 

process. 

SENIOR 

My job description clearly states the expectation that I will serve as the Senior 

member of the pastoral team and the head of staff.  This also requires pastoral 

leadership in Congregation Council and the Executive Committee.  These 

congregational leaders will bear the brunt of the anxiety during this time of 

transition.  My goal is to provide care and encouragement to them throughout 

these months ahead.  Please keep your pastors, staff and elected parish leaders 

in your prayers as they go the extra mile in these months ahead. 

PASTOR 

Of the three words in my job title, this one is key.  I look forward to serving as one 

of your three pastors.  I enjoy the challenge of preaching, the opportunities for 

teaching, and the privilege of sharing the joys and sorrows of your life journeys.  

My door is open to you, whether it be office, email, phone, or a home visit.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me. 

I look forward to our shared adventure in ministry.  It is an honor and privilege to 

be your Interim Senior Pastor. 

+Pastor Mark 

Our Purpose: 

Transforming Lives 

Through Christ 

 

 

Our Mission 

Statement: We 

believe that God in 

Christ is central to all 

life and we WORSHIP 

him through TELLING 

his story, GROWING 

in faith, SUPPORTING 

each other, and 

CARING for his world 

 

 

Our Strategic Vision: 

Grace is a diverse 

community of faith 

serving Christ and 

sharing the love of 

God. 

 

 

Our Core Values: 

 Being a nurturing 

family of faith 

 Growing faith in 

God the Father, 

Son & Holy Spirit 

 Serving others with 

the heart of Jesus 

 Seeking unity in 

Christ 

 Embracing people 

seeking Christ 

 Welcoming cross-

cultural, Cross+ 

Generational 
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Grace Youth Ministry 
Dir. of Youth & Young Adult Ministry: Anne Monroe: amonroe@gracehendersonville.com | 828-693-4890 x309 

 
Grace Youth Ministry Connections: Service to Others 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In October 

several of 

our Grace 

Youth 

volunteered 

to serve as 

worship 

assistants for 

Pastor 

Greg’s 

Goodbye 

Well Service 

and assist 

with the lunches after. Thank you to our students for your leadership, it was a wonderful 

celebration and you helped to make it meaningful for all. Junior Jenna shared this quote about 

the service: “After being baptized on Pastor Greg’s first Sunday, I was able to not only welcome 

him into the church but also send him into retirement. This made a large impact on my life 

because Pastor Greg baptized me, taught me first communion, and confirmed me. I am 

thankful for the many lessons I have learned from him.” 

 

One of our Polk County High 

School Seniors recently shared 

this cross-cultural story of 

volunteering in her community 

and how it connected with 

experiences at Grace 

Lutheran. Senior Jaiden shares: 
 

"I'm especially proud of a 

project I did for the library. In 

the beginning of 2020, while volunteering at the Polk County 

Library, I noticed a Spanish-speaking mother trying to help her 

bilingual daughter find books in the children's department that 



Page 3  

they could share together. With the help of my mom, an 

employee of the library, we talked to the Children's Librarian, 

and she came up with the idea to add stickers to the bilingual 

books in the collection to make them easier to locate. I went 

through the entire collection of Easy Children's Fiction books 

and located each of the bilingual books to put stickers on. 

After I installed the stickers, I built a display to help make the 

library patrons aware of the new, easier way to find bilingual 

books and of the bilingual section in general. The display 

included a paper craft that I handmade, having learned it 

celebrating Dia de Los Muertos with Spanish speaking 

members at my church, as well as other decorations to make 

it more appealing to the public.” 

 

Thank you, Jaiden, for recognizing a need in your community, 

working to meet the need, and utilizing experiences at church 

to make the connection.  

 

Thank You 
FROM PASTOR GREG & BRENDA WILLIAMS 
 

Beloved Grace Family, 

Brenda and I both want to express our profound and deep appreciation - appreciation far 

greater than words can adequately express - for the incredible celebration on Oct. 17 of our 16 

years of ministry together. We were both touched more than the numbers of joyful tears and 

piles of Kleenex could possibly indicate.   

Thank you to the planning team who invested so much thought and time gathering those 

memorable images and video clips for worship. 

Thank you to all those who organized and hosted the meal outside to keep everyone safe. 

Thank you to those who prepared such an entertaining and meaningful program following 

lunch. The creativity and the heartfelt personal stories shared were incredibly affirming for our 

time together as well as 35 years of ministry. You identified friends and family who have been 

dear for many years. 

Thank you to everyone who gathered for worship, lunch, and the program. We were honored 

by your presence and regret that time did not permit us to speak individually with everyone. 

Thank you for the dozens and dozens of cards we received. As we read each one, we savor 

that relationship and give thanks to God for the blessing of being part of your faith journey. 

Finally - but by no means the least - what an AMAZING retirement appreciation gift! We were 

both flabbergasted by the establishment of an endowment fund with the Grace Foundation in 

our honor. Truly, that is a retirement gift that recognizes ministry that has always been essential in 

our Christian journeys - caring for and serving our neighbors. Thank you, thank you, thank you. 

As our journeys diverge, the community of Grace and your ministry holds a HUGE special place 

in our hearts. You are in our prayers as you converse and discern who God has gifted to serve 

with you in the next leg of Grace's life. May God continue to empower your ministry and bless 

you with all the gifts for that ministry. 

In Christ, Pastor Greg & Brenda Williams 
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Homes for Youth 
AUTOBELL CAR WASH FUNDRAISER 

 

Do you drive a car or know someone who does? Chances are that car gets dirty 

every now and then. Homes for Youth wants to help with that. H4Y is once again 

selling AutoBell Car Wash gift cards as a fundraiser. These gift cards make great 

stocking stuffers or gifts for that hard-to-buy-for friend, relative, or co-worker. Gift 

cards are $20 each, and Homes for Youth retains 50% ($10) of each sale. Monies 

raised help in our mission to recruit and train foster parents, as well as in 

maintaining our foster home, which is occupied by five formerly homeless girls. For more 

information about HOMES FOR YOUTH, or to purchase gift cards, please contact Jim Nelson, 

Grace Lutheran’s representative on the H4Y board of directors, at colg868@gmail.com or 828-

595-9436.  

 

The Storehouse 
TOM MORGAN, LIAISON 
 

Since May of 2000, the Storehouse ministry has responded to the needs of 

many people throughout Henderson County. The Storehouse is open 

Wednesday – Friday, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Food donations come from many 

persons. They also receive food from Manna, Fresh Market and SAMS Club. 

Once a month, food is taken to 40 families who cannot leave their homes, and delivered by 4 

teams of volunteers.  
 

The Storehouse also coordinates the “Blessing of Boxes” for Christmas gifts to needy families. For 

the past several years, they have helped close to 900 families and 2000 children. This year, 

because of the Covid-19 pandemic, only one half of those numbers will be served. This cut 

back is similar to cut backs for other agencies, like IAM and Rescue Mission. 
 

The Storehouse is most appreciative of our generosity with financial help. 

 

Thank You Grace Family 
FROM KELLY SPANGLER 
 

I’m writing to thank the pastors, staff and most importantly the Grace members for all the 

prayers, meals, church flowers, cards, emails and phone calls I have received these past 3 years 

since being diagnosed with multiple myeloma (a blood cancer). All of this support has been so 

uplifting and has helped to give me the strength to face each day. Before I got sick, I was 

pretty much just a Sunday worship attendee. Now I actually know who people are in church. I 

recognize faces and I know names. It is incredible to know that people are regularly praying for 

me and now I’m praying for them too. I’ve learned so much about what Grace does for our 

community and the many ways it helps our residents. I’m so happy to be an active member of 

Grace. I feel God’s presence in church, even on line, and in everything we do as a church 

family. I’m deeply grateful. 

 

Thank You 
FROM LIVING WATERS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Thank you for your wonderful support of the ministry at Living Waters. Your donations, food 

drives, clothing are such a blessing to many people. We appreciate all you do to help us. 
 

Blessings, Living Waters Lutheran Church 
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Women of the ELCA 

A REFLECTION FROM OUR PRESIDENT, VICKI MARTHALER 

 
November, a month noted for 

giving thanks.  
 

On our Thankoffering Sunday in 

October, the Women of Grace 

give thanks for the inspiring 

message of Pastor Danielle 

Denise, our Synod’s Director of 

Evangelical Mission.  
 

The Gospel was the account of 

the visit of the rich young man 

who asked Jesus what he must do 

to be assured of eternal life. He 

was law abiding, successful and 

wealthy. What more was needed? 

It was quite a blow to hear Jesus 

invite him to give all that he had 

to the poor and follow Him.  
 

Pastor Danielle reflected on our 

human nature to cling to what we 

have. The picture she gave us was 

a hand, clenched tightly, hanging 

on to what we have – possessions, 

things we have worked for, things 

that we are entitled to. A 

clenched hand can hang on, but 

it cannot reach out. It cannot 

offer a hand of help. It cannot be 

a ministering hand. Only when the 

clenched hold is released, when 

fingers unfold and the hand is 

empty, can the hand be free and transformed to accomplish God things.  

 

 

 

   Versus 

 

 

 

 

Hanging on because it’s mine…Or open to receive…..reaching out……holding loving care 

because it’s all God and His ways. His love transforming. His care healing. His life abiding.  

 

Free our hands, Lord, free our hands. For Your service. For the sake of the world, Amen. 

 
For additional information about this and other ministries of the Women of the ELCA,  

see the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or contact our president, Vicki Marthaler (218-849-5683). 
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Grace Birthdays 
 

Christopher Smith 11/1 

Aaron Solano-

Miraflores 11/2 

Tiffany Councill 11/3 

Janice Butz 11/4 

Arleen Slagle 11/4 

Claudia Wolff 11/4 

Charles Bolick 11/5 

Katie Bolick 11/5 

Joann Milliken 11/5 

Stacia Zabel 11/5 

Charles Carlson 11/6 

Leah Cosoi 11/7 

Thomas Derrick 11/7 

Karen Frederick 11/7 

James Doten 11/8 

James Stockman 11/8 

Richard Conrad 11/9 

Amy Solano 11/9 

Sandy Butler 11/10 

Maribel Colin 11/10 

Lori Schaefer 11/10 

Sandy Dublynn 11/11 

Jim Hunt 11/11 

Donald Klug 11/12 

Bill O'Neil 11/12 

Penny Bailey 11/13 

Ruth Birge 11/13 

Bricia Miraflores-

Vargas 11/13 

Kaylee Solano 11/13 

Roger Barolet 11/14 

Burton Bumgarner 11/14 

Ruth Klug 11/14 

Lorena Zepeda-

Acosta 11/14 

Irv Lanquist 11/15 

Carolina Sancho 11/15 

Alice Copeland 11/16 

Savannah 

Gleason 11/18 

William Rees 11/18 

Paul Schuette 11/18 

Garett Sochia 11/18 

Faith Witzel 11/18 

Charles Clay 11/19 

Jeremy Lytle 11/19 

Joan Frederiksen 11/20 

Nicholas Hinshaw 11/20 

Lynn Huffman 11/20 

Ayman Kaddouri 11/20 

Chira Kirkland 11/20 

Jennifer Zaragoza 11/20 

Caroline Lord 11/22 

Barbara Bristol 11/23 

Kelly Spangler 11/23 

Renee Staffieri 11/23 

Nelson Wiggins 11/23 

Nancy Bell 11/24 

Ida Brady 11/24 

Marty Berger 11/26 

Irma Pierce 11/26 

Cathy Choisser 11/27 

Salatiel Solano 11/27 

Karla Pan 11/28 

Michelle Angeles-

Solano 11/29 

Madelyn 

MacAllister 11/29 

Leslie Owens 11/29 

Tyler Matthews 11/30 

Jocelyn Solano 11/30 

 

 

 

Grace Anniversaries 
 

Mike & Norma Jenson 11/2/1968 

Terrell & Bobi West 11/4/2000 

Curt Cline 11/6/2004 

Chris & Jenny Bufalino 11/7/2009 

Ron & Marge Korner 11/8/1958 

Dick & Pat Robinson 11/11/1967 

David & Cathy Choisser 11/12/1977 

Gil & Patti Romstadt 11/14/1981 

Bob & Nancy Engstrom 11/19/1966 

Bob & Susan Greco 11/19/1977 

Freddy & Nery Oviedo-

Medina 11/20/2005 

Dick & Mimi Laux 11/21/2013 

David Shapiro & Sallie Free 11/26/2005 

Larry & Nancy Hinshaw 11/26/1980 

Jeff & Tamara Miller 11/26/1988 

Dirk & Paige Willms 11/28/1964 

Brian & Suzanne Davis 11/30/1996 

Mike & Caroline Ericksen 11/30/2019 
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Annual Gift Tribute Card Ministry 
FROM HARRY STEINER  

 

One of the most joyous traditions of Christmas is the giving of gifts. Much better than buying 

something that will end up sitting in a drawer or on a closet shelf, consider our Gift Tribute Card 

Ministry. This is a great way to remember and honor family, friends, loved ones, and co-workers 

while supporting our non-profits. These cards will again be available online.  

What is the Gift Tribute Card Ministry? You choose to make donations to one or more of the 

agencies Grace supports and receive in exchange Tribute Cards from each of them, which 

can then be personalized and given as gifts in honor of or memory of someone. A gift that 

reflects the true spirit of Christmas, they are perfect for including with your holiday card mailings. 

Online you will find short descriptions of each of our featured nonprofits as well as an order 

sheet to list your donations and the number of cards desired. You will also be able to view 

photos of each agency’s card prior to making your choices. 

Many of the effects of the pandemic and attendant lockdowns unfortunately continue to be 

felt. Added to this are the seemingly unending daily natural disasters that are devastating so 

many lives. Although the non-profits we support continue striving to meet these increased 

needs for their services, many find they have less funds available at this time. 

May each of us prayerfully consider how the bounty with which we have been blessed can 

best be used in “transforming lives through Christ” during these difficult times. 

Please watch for upcoming Grace weekly emails which will have information on how you can 

become part of this Grace ministry of hope and healing this Christmas season. 

Boys and Girls Club 
GIFT OF GIVING PARTY 
 

The Gift of Giving Party for the Boys and Girls Club this year will be held at the Boys and Girls 

Club on Monday, Dec. 13, Tuesday, Dec 14, and Wednesday, Dec. 15. About 400 “Shoppers” 

are expected! Share the Joy of Christmas by providing NEW gift items. 

New gifts for their important men: 

knit hats ● winter gloves ● knit scarves ● ear muffs ● flashlights ● hammers ● Mini trouble lights ● 

camping lanterns ● squares ● tees (S, M, L, XL) sweat pants and sweatshirts (S, M, L, XL) ● 

sunglasses 

New gifts for their important women: 

knit hats ● winter gloves ● knit scarves ● ear muffs ● purses ● wallets ● umbrellas ● jewelry ● 

baseball hats ● tees (S, M, L , XL) sweat pants and sweatshirts (S, M, L, XL) ● sunglasses 

New gifts for their homes: 

Colorful or sparkly throw pillows ● bathroom hand towels or bath towels ● fleece throws ● 

kitchen utensils (no knives) ● pot holders ● dish towels. 

Please deposit your gifts in the Gift of Giving Christmas box near the Grace Welcome Desk by 

Nov. 30. 

We also welcome monetary donations to purchase items to complete our gift tables. Make your 

check payable to Grace Lutheran and note that it is for the B&G Club Gift of Giving Party. 

Thank you for making their joy possible!!  

~Sandi Brust 
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Pastoral Ethics After a Call 
SAYING GOODBYE 
 

Saying goodbye is never easy. Now that Pastor Greg and Brenda have left, we need to be 

reminded of appropriate behavior at the end of a pastoral call. Grace has been served 

faithfully, competently, and compassionately by Pastor Greg. We have complete confidence 

that Grace will continue to be served in the same manner by Pastor Ken, Pastor Alfredo, our 

Interim Senior Pastor, and the next Senior Pastor we call. It is not appropriate or ethical for a 

former pastor to provide pastoral acts in a former congregation. If you were to ask Pastor Greg 

to do so, he would appropriately respond, "It is not proper for me to do that, I am not your 

pastor anymore." We need to recognize that the act of asking puts Pastor Greg, Pastor Alfredo, 

Pastor Ken and our Interim Senior Pastor in a very awkward and uncomfortable position. So, 

don't ask. You may invite Pastor Greg and Brenda to attend social events as a guest, just as you 

do other friends. But please show respect and regard for our pastors, the Interim Senior Pastor, 

and our new pastor by allowing them to perform their pastoral duties. 

 
 

gracehendersonville.com | pr@gracehendersonville.com | 828-693-4890 

1245 6th Ave W 

Hendersonville NC 28739 

Return Service Requested 


