
 

 

Fall Stewardship Response Sunday is Oct. 3 
OUR THEME THIS YEAR IS “SHARING YOUR GOD GIVEN GIFTS” 
 

 “We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in 

proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, 

in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 

compassionate, in cheerfulness.” Romans 12:6-8 

Due to COVID-19 the need for our ministry at Grace has grown. Many have 

suffered with illness, loss of income and hunger. To be a nurturing family of faith, 

Grace used the virtual world with our worship services, Bible studies, weekly 

online devotions in both English and Spanish, and conducted Zoom meetings, 

classes and small groups. We held food drives and drop-off collections while 

fully funding our Social Ministry partners and church staff.  

Living into our mission and embracing our core values are the cornerstones of all 

we do at Grace. Each of us has the gift of God’s grace and are led by the Holy 

Spirit to help transform lives through Christ. Service is the making of quilts for 

Lutheran World Relief; volunteering for Abundancia, IAM, Homes for Youth, the 

Thrive Clubhouse and other ministries; donating food, household supplies and 

clothing for Living Waters, IAM, the Storehouse, and the Rescue Mission; and our 

youth’s service and learning mission trips. Caring for others is our Stephen 

Ministry, prayer ministers, banquet bearers, shut-in ministry, and hospital ministry. 

In all of these we welcome people from both cross-cultural and multi-

generational backgrounds. 

A measure of the impact from our gifts is evident in the stories from our youth.  

“Thank you for teaching me how to serve and giving me space, 

encouragement and grace to grow.” – Noah 

“Grace has been a place for me to grow and develop my faith.” - Jake 

“I could not be there for others if I wasn’t there for myself. The weekly Grace 

Youth ministry zoom was a very important step for me while learning that 

lesson.” - Nelson 

 

Our Purpose: 

Transforming Lives 

Through Christ 

 

 

Our Mission 

Statement: We 

believe that God in 

Christ is central to all 

life and we WORSHIP 

him through TELLING 

his story, GROWING 

in faith, SUPPORTING 

each other, and 

CARING for his world 

 

 

Our Strategic Vision: 

Grace is a diverse 

community of faith 

serving Christ and 

sharing the love of 

God. 

 

 

Our Core Values: 

 Being a nurturing 

family of faith 

 Growing faith in 

God the Father, 

Son & Holy Spirit 

 Serving others with 

the heart of Jesus 

 Seeking unity in 

Christ 

 Embracing people 

seeking Christ 

 Welcoming cross-

cultural, Cross+ 

Generational 
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We provided over $14,000 to ELCA World Hunger last year to help feed the hungry. In 2020, our 

Grace family provided over $411,000 to support others in Henderson County, our state, and 

around the globe. 

As Paul told us in the verses above, we are blessed with many gifts given through the grace of 

our God. We can respond by being generous with our time, talents and financial resources so 

that all we touch can know the saving grace that comes through Christ. 

MINISTRY INITIATIVES for 2022 

God Continues to call Grace to transform lives through Christ. Grace is pursuing our strategic 

vision to be a diverse community of faith, serving Christ and sharing God’s love - even with 

lingering uncertainties from the CoVid19 pandemic. We serve a God who is faithful to God’s 

promises. We pursue God’s mission confident in God’s abundance, freeing each of us to be 

generous in sharing time, talent, and treasure. 

Your generosity from God’s abundance in your life will enable Grace to achieve these key 

ministry initiatives and more in 2022. 

Grow Our Ministry Partnerships: Grace is committed to God’s future for us, utilizing our generous 

culture of stewardship and leveraging personal talents that all can bring to service. Our 

partnerships have deeply touched many lives in places such as Anastasia Church in Mexico 

and Living Waters Church in Cherokee.  

Nurture Excellence in Ministry and Compassionate Care: We retain staff who exemplify service 

with the heart of Jesus. Grace continues compassionate and empathetic care for our 

congregation and beyond with virtual and in-person worship, inspirational learning, as well as 

extensive prayer and visitation ministries. 

 Increase Number of Members Serving by 10%: Living out Luther’s teaching about the 

“priesthood of all believers”, the ministry of Grace is powered by passionate, engaged 

members serving others. As the Spirit extends our mission, we seek to engage an additional 10% 

of members in living their faith by serving others within and beyond Grace. 

Called to Generosity 

All members of Grace are called to be as generous as you are blessed in support of our ministry 

in 2022. Your financial support and - just as importantly - your physical involvement in our ministry 

will keep Grace strong and well-prepared for our next Senior Pastor. 

Please return both your Estimate of Giving card and Gifts Ministry information by Sunday, Oct. 3 

so that we can dedicate them to God’s service during worship. 

We hope to hear from every member of Grace no later than Oct. 17. 

Thank you for your faithful and generous support of God’s ministry at Grace! 

2021 Stewardship Ministry Team 

 

Pastor Greg after Oct. 17 

Pastor Greg and Brenda will continue to live in Hendersonville. They will be seeking a new 

church home. Pastor Greg will not be available for any leadership role or pastoral ministry needs 

within Grace. Pastor Greg and Brenda look forward to seeing members around town and 

maintaining friendships outside the life of Grace - they will not discuss any ministry or business of 

Grace. 

For all pastoral care needs and ministry questions contact Pastor Ken or Pastor Alfredo through 

the church office. 
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We Celebrate Pastor Greg’s 35 Years of Ministry! 
SUNDAY, OCT. 17, 10 A.M. 
 

Say Goodbye Well Service & Celebration – Sunday, Oct. 17, 10 a.m. Join us wishing Pastor Greg 

a wonderful retirement and gratitude for his 35 years of service. After the 10 a.m. service, Pastor 

Greg will be honored with a luncheon, memories and gifts. Box lunches and beverages 

provided. A basket is available in the office for congratulatory cards and gifts. If you would like 

to make a monetary gift to Pastor Greg, please give it directly to him as a cash gift or a check 

payable to Greg Williams. Register for the luncheon by Oct. 3 by emailing Jolie, 

jherman@gracehendersonville.com, calling the church office, or signing up at the Sign-up 

Station.  

Next steps for Grace 

A team of Council members, in collaboration with Pastors Ken and Alfredo, and Personnel 

Committee will put together a job description for Grace’s Interim Senior Pastor. Once they have 

the job description, they will interview the candidate recommended by Bishop Smith. The plan is 

to have the Interim Senior Pastor ready to start the week after Pastor Greg’s retirement 

celebration. 

The next step will be for Bishop Smith to come to Grace to lead the congregation in a study 

process to help us discern where we would like to go in the future and what pastoral gifts and 

skills we are looking for to lead us in this next chapter of Grace’s ministry. Once the 

congregational study is complete a Ministry Site Profile (MSP) will be put together. This 

document will give direction to the Bishop and Grace’s Call Committee in searching for our 

new senior pastor. 

At the Oct. 17 meeting of our Grace Council, they will appoint a Call Committee representing a 

cross section of the congregation. Bishop Smith will also attend this meeting to discuss next 

steps.  

Once the Ministry Site Profile (MSP) is completed the Call Committee will begin setting up 

interviews with the candidates provided to them by Bishop Smith.  

During the search process to find a new senior pastor, Pastor Alfredo and Pastor Ken will work 

with the Interim Senior Pastor to provide pastoral leadership for Grace. 

Social Ministry Spotlight 
HENDERSON COUNTY COUNCIL ON AGING 
 

The Henderson County Council on Aging is a non-governmental agency providing and 

coordinating services to engage, connect and support adults in our community as they age. 

Programs include housing assistance, medical appointments, transportation, and assisted living 

options. 

It has a board of directors, 19 paid staff, and over 400 volunteers. 

For the Meals On Wheels program, volunteers deliver warm lunchtime meals 5 days a week for 

homebound seniors (60+). 

The Sammy Williams Center is a place for active seniors to enjoy a lunchtime meal among their 

peers. Additional opportunities include art, exercise, education, and social engagement. 

A Liquid Nutrition Program serves older adults dealing with digestive issues, mouth/teeth 

problems, or an inability to tolerate solid foods. 

Two thrift stores, one in Hendersonville and one in Etowah, provide added funds through the 

sale of donated new or gently used items. ~Jack Fitzgerald 
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Grace Youth Ministry 
Dir. of Youth & Young Adult Ministry: Anne Monroe: amonroe@gracehendersonville.com | 828-693-4890 x309 

 
Grace Youth Ministry: It is Good! Es Bueno! 

In a recent North Carolina Synod Zoom, Deacon 

Tammy Jones West shared this insight about children 

and youth: “As adults, the amount of our lifetime the 

COVID-19 pandemic has occupied is a short 

percentage. When you think about that same 

timeframe for a young person it’s significant. All the 

milestones that they have missed make this period of 

time devastating.” 

An annual Grace Youth Ministry tradition at the 

beginning of each school year is for 8th grade 

leadership to present the incoming 6th graders with 

their new Lutheran Study Bibles. Pastor Ken begins this tradition 

by walking the students through the promises made at their 

baptisms and then sharing the promises they will proclaim and 

take hold for Affirmation of Baptism: “living among God’s faithful 

people, hearing the word of God and sharing in the Lord’s 

Supper, proclaiming the good news of God in Christ through 

word and deed, serving all people, following the example of 

Jesus, and striving for justice and peace in all the earth.” Our 

students hear how this Grace community and youth group 

surround and support them to live out these promises. Our young 

people are reminded how God created everything special, 

including each of them, by the assurance of Genesis 1:31: “God 

saw everything that God had made, and indeed, it was very 

good.” They learn we are practicing our faith together by 

participating in youth group, Confirmation, and worship just like 

we practice a sport or instrument. Think about how meaningful it 

must be to hear these promises of God’s children declared in the 

darkness of Covid-19. 

The Grace staff continues to adapt creatively, boldly, and quickly 

to meet new challenges. This year our confirmation students will 

be studying the Old Testament. Re:form Ancestors curriculum is a 

youth Bible study which explores the ancestors of our faith by 

exposing the real, unpolished, and unexpected personalities of 

Old Testament 

characters. Youth 

discover the similarities 

between themselves, and 

the many unlikely people selected by God to do 

extraordinary things. Thankfully, our students, families, 

and staff continue to practice their faith in new ways, 

going where the Holy Spirit calls us along this journey as 

the Body of Christ. They are living out the proclamation: 

“child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit 

and marked with the cross of Christ forever.” 
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Children & Family Ministry 
Dir. of Children & Family Ministry: Jill Wingard: jwingard@gracehendersonville.com | 828-693-4890 344 
 

Sundays, 10:15-11 a.m. - Pre-K through 6th grade 

Children Whirl Lectionary Lessons follow a consistent four-part sequence: 

 Welcome - Start the class with a warm welcome activity in the lesson leaflet 

 Hear - Watch the Whirl characters learn about the Bible 

 Respond - Apply the message using their lesson leaflets 

 Launch - Participate in Scripture-based activities, both inside the classroom and at home 

with their families 

 

2021-2022 Life Changing Learning 
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH – HENDERSONVILLE, NC 
 

In the larger structure of our Congregation, Adult Ministry is one of the twenty four standing 

committees (ministries). You are integral part of the Adult Ministry. Your spiritual gifts, wisdom, 

and dedicated study are celebrated and appreciated…thanks for your participation in life 

changing learning opportunities at Grace. 
 

Grace has been blessed with a diverse community of disciples of Christ, in terms of ethnicity, 

age, gender identity, socio-economics, Christian heritage, and at different stages of their faith 

journey. Therefore, we are committed to continue respecting and valuing all of those “cultures” 

within Grace, by means of an inclusive, diverse, and age-appropriate curriculum and learning 

opportunities.  

Grace Faith Formation Goals are: 

1. Increase Bible literacy for all Grace family, including children, youth, and adults. 

2. Provide Christ centered, Holy Spirit led, and healthy Bible interpretation tools. 

3. Connecting Bible study to worship, daily life, and service.  

4. Increase Christian heritage knowledge and appreciation in the context of world religions 

and society. 

5. Introduce and reinforce Lutheran heritage and perspective, including our full communion 

ecumenical family. 

6. Increase commitment to ELCA vision, mission, and ministries. 

7. Build an intentional community of mutual care by means of prayer, and sharing joys and 

concerns in every small group. 

In the midst of the pandemic, Grace will continue strengthening our Faith Formation, you all are 

invited to engage with Grace family and the community in Bible study throughout 2021-2022.  

Pastor Alfredo M. Oviedo - aoviedo@gracehendersonville.com 

 

Conversation with Pastor Alfredo 
HOW AND WHY GRACE HAS BECOME A MULTICULTURAL CONGREGATION 
 

Wednesdays, Oct. 13, 20 & 27, 6:30 p.m.  
 

Join us on Zoom for an ELCA local congregation’s journey toward ethnic integration – a project 

submitted by Alfredo M. Oviedo to the faculty of the United Lutheran Seminary in partial 

fulfillment of the requirements for the Degree of Doctor of Ministry, Fall 2021. Look for the Zoom 

link in your Grace email. 

mailto:aoviedo@gracehendersonville.com
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Women of the ELCA 
 

 
 

For additional information about this and other ministries of the Women of the ELCA,  

see the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or contact our president, Vicki Marthaler (218-849-5683). 

 

Thrivent Choice 
 

By directing designated Choice Dollars (SM) through Thrivent Choice, eligible members 

recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes some of its charitable outreach grant dollars. 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Barbara Fountain 

 
 

Thank you for designating Grace for your Thrivent Choice dollars! 
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Grace Birthdays 
 

Jett Danner 10/1 

Melissa Evans 10/1 

Harriet Sterling 10/1 

Emily Solano 10/2 

Daniel Fredrick 10/4 

Kim Hansen 10/4 

David Wulff 10/4 

Tricia Haack 10/5 

Dale Scott 10/7 

Butler Taylor 10/7 

Michael Ericksen 10/8 

Susan Greco 10/8 

Caroline Patterson 10/8 

Terry Blackwell 10/9 

James Wiggins 10/9 

Gary Gardner 10/11 

Bradley Hagstrom 10/11 

Norma Jenson 10/11 

William Daleure 10/12 

John Koch 10/12 

Kiersten Sue Buman 10/13 

Ross Porter 10/13 

James Rholl 10/13 

Vicki Safriet 10/13 

Claudia Northrup 10/15 

Don Schwartz 10/15 

Patricia Schwenk 10/15 

Katherine Solano-

Angeles 10/15 

Bonnie Pierce 10/16 

Judith Bohn 10/17 

Timothy Chambers 10/17 

Jane Hunt 10/18 

William Mortensen 10/18 

Kathleen Stancar 10/18 

Robert Frederiksen 10/19 

Hershel Parrish 10/19 

Joyce Dixon 10/20 

John Glowacki 10/20 

Kimberly Juarez 10/20 

Elizabeth King 10/20 

  

Tracy Pace 10/20 

Philip Wingard 10/20 

Brenda Decker 10/21 

John Fitzgerald 10/21 

Hajjar Kassem 10/22 

Dirk Willms 10/22 

Savannah Geiler 10/23 

Ashur Davis 10/24 

Ellie Bufalino 10/25 

Martin Geyer 10/25 

Bruce Darrah 10/26 

Alan Harms 10/26 

Brenda Williams 10/28 

Patricia Berry 10/29 

Rachel Cummings 10/29 

Dottie Mattern 10/30 

Brian Williams 10/30 

Nancy Hinshaw 10/31 

Esau Solano-

Jimenez 10/31 

 

 

Grace Anniversaries 
 

 

Zach & Kyndall Danner 10/1/2011 

Don & Janice Saville-

Schwartz 10/1/1988 

Brad & Allie Hagstrom 10/6/2018 

Rick & Marilyn Conrad 10/7/1979 

Rod & Diane Hansen 10/7/1978 

Irv & Josie Lanquist 10/10/1953 

Dave & Sandra Litogot 10/10/1987 

Mark & Susan Powell 10/10/1987 

Eric & Kathy Purdy 

Hagstrom 10/11/1987 

Javier & Jenny Solano 

Zaragoza 10/15/1996 

Kevin & Anne Duffy 10/22/2014 

Jack & Susan Fitzgerald 10/22/1989 

Tom & Kathleen Matthews 10/22/1983 

Howard & Deborah Moore 

Clinton 10/23/1987 

Ayman & Jill Ann Kaddouri 10/26/1991 

Dave & Anita Slagle 10/26/1991 

Dan & Judy Fredrick 10/27/2017 

Dave & Beth Carver 10/30/1976 
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Technology Enhances Worship 
DAVE CARVER, DIRECTOR OF VIDEO & STREAMING MUSIC 

Through the centuries, technological advances 

have enhanced worship for Christians. First it was 

the human voice from an elevated pulpit 

centered in the church. Then pipe organs and 

other instruments. The printing press added 

printed resources. Electricity brought lighting and 

amplified sound. Grace is in the process of taking 

the next step with technology to enhance your 

worship experience - video screens. 

If you have attended a live worship service at 

Grace in the last few months, you have seen that 

we are using video screens to augment the 

service. The screens display the text of the liturgy, 

song lyrics, scripture readings, announcements, pictures and videos. We use the same images 

as for those who worship online. The screens we are now using are portable displays that we 

have had for many years. The primary observations of worshipers are that these screens are too 

low and too small (70 inches) for many people to read the words, especially when everyone is 

standing. 

We plan to install two larger permanent screens (86 inches each) high in the front of the nave 

and two (65 inches each) on the sides further back for those seated in the rear. Screens will also 

be mounted for the choir and praise band which will not be visible to most of the congregation. 

The photograph provides an approximate image after installation, which, as you can see, will 

not obscure the altar, organ pipes, or stained glass window. Worship & Music and Buildings & 

Grounds have both approved moving forward with this installation. Once the Finance Ministry 

reviews the proposal, it will go to Council for consideration at their October meeting. 

In the Covid-19 era, we have limited the amount of paper congregants need to handle by 

eliminating the bulletin and putting the liturgy on the screen. The live stream of the 9 a.m. 

Sunday service and memorial services uses the same graphics displayed on the screens.  

Additionally, this saves Grace money on paper and staff time for worship preparation. 

We have been advised of shipping delays for electronic products. It will be a few months 

before we are able to complete the installation. Until that time, your patience and 

understanding are greatly appreciated as we continue to utilize the screens that we have. 

gracehendersonville.com | pr@gracehendersonville.com | 828-693-4890 

1245 6th Ave W 

Hendersonville NC 28739 

Return Service Requested 


