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Strategic Vision: Grace is a diverse community of faith serving Christ and sharing the love of God. 
Mission Statement: We believe that God in 

Christ is central to all life and we WORSHIP 

him through TELLING his story, GROWING in 

faith, SUPPORTING each other, and 

CARING for his world. 

 

 

Purpose: 

Transforming 

Lives 

Through 

Christ. 

Core Values:  

 Being a nurturing family of faith  

 Growing faith in God the Father, Son & Holy Spirit 

 Serving others with the heart of Jesus 

 Seeking unity in Christ 

 Embracing people seeking Christ 

 Welcoming cross-cultural, Cross+Generational 
 

The Joy of Serving: Serving in Small Ways 

Hendersonville Rescue Mission update from Tim Jones, COO 

The Hendersonville Rescue Mission’s shelter and feeding programs remained open throughout 

the pandemic with evolving Covid-19 protocols based on input from local medical and public 

health officials.  

All guests who intake directly from the streets are given a Covid-19 test through our Good 

Samaritan Clinic. They are always kept in an isolation dorm within the shelter and masked, even 

in their private living areas, until their test results return negative. All guests who intake from 

institutions (hospital, prison, etc.) must have a negative Covid-19 test before arrival. 

At various points throughout our facilities we have temperature check stations. All guests are 

screened for symptoms. The Rescue Mission has invested in two sanitation fogger machines that 

allow us to keep the inside facilities clean throughout the course of the operational workday. 

We also have invested in enhanced filter technology for our HVAC systems. 

Our free medical clinic has been hosting Covid-19 vaccine clinics for underserved populations 

in our area both on the streets and in public housing. Most of the staff and many of the residents 

are currently vaccinated.  

Our feeding program has returned to normal capacity and regular hours. Our clothing Closet 

has resumed. On April 23, we resumed Day Center Operations by opening our newly renovated 

Day Center at 628 Seventh Avenue.  

We have hired a new case manager to help guests transition into independent housing after 

the pandemic. 

Most of our guests are working, saving, and complying with every aspect of their programs. We 

have seen rising numbers of success with guests obtaining independent housing now that some 

of the pandemic restrictions have lifted at partner agencies, healthcare facilities and local 

apartment complexes. 

The safety, health and well-being of our guests, volunteers and staff continue to be our priority.  

· We are currently admitting only residents of our primary service area (Henderson, Polk and 

Transylvania Counties) into our emergency shelter program. 
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· Our feeding program is open. All meals are available to the public at no cost during the 

regular advertised hours. The public dining is separate from meals for shelter guests to reduce 

the number of people gathering at one time. 

· Our drop-in Day Center program is open Monday through Friday. 

· Our Good Samaritan Medical Clinic is open for in-person or tele-health visits 

· Clothing donations are currently being accepted at side Delivery Entrance at 639 Maple 

Street by a contactless donation drop off system. 

Reflections from Pastor Alfredo Oviedo 
Pastor Alfredo Oviedo – aoviedo@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x331 
 

My Grace is Sufficient for You, for Power is Made Perfect in Weakness 

Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, 

a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. 8 Three 

times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, 9 but he said to 

me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I 

will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may 

dwell in me. 10 Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 

persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, 

then I am strong. 2 Corinthians 12:7b-10 NRSV 

It is not by chance nor by accident that Lutherans have embraced a dialectical theology, 

considering that Luther was influenced by the Apostle Paul’s writings. Dialectical just means that 

seemingly unreconciling opposites, give us a full story of reality. For instance, from our text we 

read, “power is made perfect in weakness” and “for whenever I am weak, I am strong.” 

However, for the apostle Paul, the ground for his dialectical theology was more than wishful 

thinking or an intellectual exercise - it was the power of Christ dwelling in him. 

(1) What does the power of Christ dwelling in us mean for our congregation? (2) What do 

individual Christians and faith communities look like today and in the future? (3) How have 

Covid-19 and the polarized social climate impacted our ways of being Christ’s Church and 

doing Church ministries for the sake of the world? As I reflect on these matters, the first thought 

was melancholic. It was about the irreversible damage 15 months of confinement, for moral 

reasons, have inflicted all of us and our society. More than ever, we might feel weak and 

powerless to move forward. Then, I changed the word “damage” for “impact,” and this helped 

me to realize that while confinement and social polarization have caused damage, it has 

empowered us to live our faith and continue serving our neighbors in need too. Let us reflect on 

the three questions asked in the last paragraph, (1) What does the power of Christ dwelling in us 

mean for our congregation? To the champions of God’s grace narrative, this means that God 

has never forsaken us and never will! This means that God’s love is greater than Covid-19 and 

social polarization. This means that our baptismal promises are intact and in force; that the risen 

Lord is our Lord and Lord of all creation! 

(2) What do individual Christians and faith communities look like today and in the future? 

As individuals, each one of us will determine by means of our way of life, including words and 

actions, what individual Christians look like today and in the future. As a congregation, how we 

relate to one another, how we welcome newcomers, how we care for one another and the 

underserved, and how we engage in ministries according to our God given gifts and vocations, 

will determine what Grace will look like in the future. 

Finally, 3) How have Covid-19 and the polarized social climate impacted our ways of being 

Christ’s Church and doing Church ministries for the sake of the world? It will be nonsense to 

deny that Covid-19 and social polarization have stressed our relationships, that our weaknesses 

more than our strengths have been underscored and dominate the mood in our relationships. 

mailto:aoviedo@gracehendersonville.com
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Well, God’s word offers hope and encouragement, with Christ’s power dwelling in us, here 

God’s promise: “my grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” Amen 
 

May God continue blessing you, your families, and ministries, 

Pastor Alfredo M. Oviedo 

 

Grace Youth Ministry 

Dir. of Youth & Young Adult Ministry: Anne Monroe – amonroe@gracehendersonville.com /  

828-693-4890 x309 

 

Grace Youth Ministry Senior Sermons 

The following are the sermons from Youth Sunday in which our Grace seniors shared their 

experiences with Grace Youth Ministry. 

 

Hello I am Noah, a senior at West Henderson High School. It is 

extremely difficult for me to come up with a solid decision 

whenever I feel I must make one in my life, such as when I was 

deciding on where I would be headed to college, who I felt I 

could trust, and generally lacked an overall purpose. Now that I 

have matured, I have been better able to understand what that 

overarching purpose is: I want to help others succeed. I want to 

give people the same opportunities that I had received.  

Since entering Grace Lutheran’s Pre-K program nearly 15 years 

ago, I have been surrounded by people that want to invest in me 

and see me grow as a person. I want to provide those same 

opportunities to people who do not have the same privilege that I 

do. It has been meaningful to me that the congregation has been 

more than willing to reach out to me and others to help contribute and get to know members 

of the congregation better. I have this sense of belonging and that I am in a community, 

although I am a lot younger and without much experience.  

It’s that connection to a community that makes me feel comfortable participating in service 

activities in my community, especially with all of the excellent projects I’ve been able to work in 

with my friends that I’ve grown with in Grace Youth Ministry. Serving in Houston three years ago 

allowed me to connect with the community after they had been devastated by Hurricane 

Harvey. Working with the tech team on Sunday mornings helped me appreciate just how much 

work went into the virtual services every week, and I cannot thank them enough for letting me 

join them! I feel as if every contribution I create can go a long way, and potentially lead to 

inspiring those around me to do the same. It is always possible to grow, and that is one of the 

biggest lessons I have learned growing up at Grace. 

During what may be one of the most tumultuous years in modern-day history, I have been able 

to fully realize the true impact of having the room and encouragement to grow can do for a 

person. During 2020, there was not as much space to grow as I had in previous years. I restricted 

myself to my house and studied online in order to curb one of the worst pandemics in a very 

long time. It has been utter chaos, yet it’s taught me that I still have a lot of room to grow. I can 

take this situation and find a way to better those around me who have been struggling with the 

pandemic. However long this pandemic continues for, that’s exactly what I’ll keep doing: 

focusing less on my personal desires and focusing more on the growth of others around me. In 

much of the same way the verse in Micah 6:8 teaches us: to act justly and love mercy and to 

walk humbly with your God. It has been an important lesson to learn, but if it were not for the 

mailto:amonroe@gracehendersonville.com
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Grace congregation, I would have never realized the true impact everyone had on me. Thank 

you for teaching me how to serve and giving me space, encouragement, and grace to grow.  
 

Hi! I am Nelson and I’m a senior at Hendersonville High School. Even 

in my wildest dreams, I would have never imagined a senior year 

like this. Everything has been flipped upside down without warning. I 

have learned some of the best and hardest lessons this year, and 

Grace Youth Ministry has been with me every step of the way.  

I remember my freshmen year when I was getting confirmed here. I 

remember all the pomp and circumstance for that Reformation 

Sunday. I also remember being really proud of the fact that I had 

memorized my memory verse before everyone else in my 

confirmation group. My memory verse was Proverbs 4:23 “Above all 

else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.” and 

strangely enough, it seems like many of the lessons I have learned 

this year have led me back to that verse.  

When school had first switched to all virtual learning, I started to struggle a lot. I am typically the 

type of student that has everything turned in early and even did the extra credit. With virtual 

school, I had countless missing assignments and could barely bring myself to open up my 

computer every day. My anxiety had reached an all-time high. I was lost and did not know 

what to do. Because I was so lost, my mom created a starting point for me. We decided that 

every day we would go for a walk around the neighborhood with our dog, Johnny Cash, and 

that I would make sure that I went to every GYM zoom. Our GYM Zoom Candletimes were a 

time for us to reflect on devotionals together and catch up with each other. I needed that time 

to do something just because it was good for me and not because it was someone else’s 

expectation. I needed that time to do something that made my heart happy. The weekly GYM 

zooms were just what I needed. I needed that time to talk with some of my closest friends and 

reflect without going into a spiral of worry. I needed that time to have a zoom that did not 

assign me additional homework.  

After taking this little bit of time every day to do something just because it made my heart 

happy, I realized that it was easier to finish some of my work. Even though virtual school was still 

really hard, it was slightly less daunting. I started doing more things that made my heart happy. I 

hung up pictures of me and my friends around my room. I started reading books that just 

sounded fun. Once my heart was a little happier, I even realized that it was easier to be there 

for everyone else around me. It was easier to help my parents around the house with different 

things. It was easier to reach out to my friends more.  

It all just kept reminding me of my memory verse: Proverbs 4:23 “Above all else, guard your 

heart, for everything you do flows from it.” I could not be there for others if I wasn’t there for 

myself. The weekly GYM zoom was a very important step for me while learning that lesson. Not 

only has Grace church been there for me during that lesson, y’all have been with me through 

everything. For that I want to thank y’all. I want to thank y’all for all the fun memories. I 

remember being so nervous to go on my first service learning trip with GYM to Washington D.C. I 

did not know if I was going to fit in with the rest of the high schoolers, but I was welcomed with 

open arms. I want to thank y’all for always challenging myself to be my best. I also want to 

thank y’all for helping me grow in my faith. Without that, I do not know where I would be today. 

Y’all have always made my heart happy. 
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My name is Jake and I am a senior at Hendersonville High School. Whether 

you are watching here in-person or virtually on Youth Sunday, I want to start 

by saying thank you for all of your support. Even just turning on our 

livestream worship means the world to me, and the rest of the Grace Youth 

group, as it shows that even as teenagers, we are valued members of the 

church. That is what Grace has been throughout my life: a place where I 

felt valued and respected, a place where I am heard, and a place where I 

can grow. 

Over the six years I have been in the Grace Youth Ministry, Grace has not 

been a place for me to just sing songs and say some prayers. Although, 

unfortunately for everyone’s ears, my voice has sung a lot of songs. My time at Grace has 

taught me to consistently challenge my belief system and learn as much as I can regarding my 

faith and life in general. From the first days of confirmation classes in the sixth grade, I have 

always been asked to think critically, to go deeper on issues that I find important. I have never 

had a question that has received a simple “yes” or “no” answer: even when I asked if Jesus and 

Mary Magdalene were romantically involved. I have learned so much about how to tackle the 

hard questions, within my faith journey and within my life, because Grace has been something 

more than a song and a prayer.   

Grace Lutheran has not been a place where service was just a smiling picture. Quite frankly, 

service was hard here at Grace. On our aptly named “service learning trips,” I spent time in 

Houston painting metal fences and in Oklahoma replacing siding on a disabled woman’s home 

while drinking dirty, warm water - thanks, Adrian Clark. Adrian has served alongside us as an 

adult guide. I have also had a chance to serve at Living Waters Lutheran Church in Cherokee, 

NC, at their food pantry. Throughout the constant emphasis on service, I learned that there are 

things greater than my own comfort. There are things God requires us to do not because it will 

make us feel good when posting a picture on Instagram, but because they’ll teach us to be 

grateful for what we have. They call us to even more action through the experiences here in 

Western North Carolina and across the nation, to help others whenever and wherever. It is hard 

work, but Grace has taught me that it must be done. God calls us to serve for others, not for 

ourselves. No matter where I go, I want to be in a position where I can serve others and do what 

is best for as many people as possible. It is crucial to me that I lead a life of service, and that I 

give my all to carry out that will. 

Finally, Grace has not been a place for superficial relationships. I find that people truly care for 

me as an individual, they are cheering me on from afar. Grace has allowed me to develop 

lifelong relationships with my fellow students and with people who were students 50 years ago, 

for example-Mr. Hal Derrick and Mr. and Mrs. Klug. The church community has invested in my 

success and brought me great joy and happiness. They have given me ways to learn about 

what meaningful service truly is and how deep our relationships with God can get. One of the 

most important relationships I have developed through Grace is with Ron Brandon, even though 

they moved from Hendersonville a few years ago, I have still kept in touch with him and his wife, 

Joyce. Mr. Brandon was my confirmation mentor, and taught me values that I still hold today, 

like my emphasis on fiscal responsibility and on setting up opportunities to serve whenever 

possible. Without Grace, my relationship with Mr. Brandon and the important lessons that I 

learned would have never happened. The value Grace places on cross-generational 

interactions truly separates it from other churches.   

Grace has been a place for me to grow and develop my faith. It has been a place for me to 

learn from the best and connect with many others who have a true stake in my faith life and my 

future. It has been a place for me to be me. I love this church, and I am forever grateful for the 

tremendous opportunities I have been given so far, and the tremendous opportunities that I 

know will spring up in the future. I cannot wait to see what is in store. Thank you. 
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A Reflection from Our President: Vicki Marthaler 
 

Greetings, dear Grace Family, it’s so good to be worshipping in the sanctuary and planning 

with the women of the church for more in-person get-togethers! We have been apart too long! 

 

In May, Mark and I were able to finally make a Minnesota trip and reconnect with family and 

friends. It was a very special time. My good friend invited me to go with her to a Bible study that 

she was leading at one of the country churches dotting the northwest Minnesota countryside. 

She said the study book was “Living in Jesus.” Of course, I immediately thought of the familiar 

Gospel song, “Living for Jesus.” Maybe you know it, too.  

“Living for Jesus a life that is true. Striving to please Him in all that I do….” 

So I’m humming that Gospel song in my head when my friend gave me a copy of the study 

book and the title jumped off the page:  

Living in Jesus 

12 Lessons by Christa Kinde. Foreward by Marilyn Meberg 

Living in Jesus. IN Jesus. IN.  

As I thought about that distinction of living IN Jesus, I started to make a list of “in’s:” 

I’ve been IN trouble (no fun.) I continue to be IN love (47 years and counting!) I remember times 

of being IN an anxious state and IN confusion (also, no fun.) I’ve been IN the middle (left or 

right?) and I’ve been IN charge (my way or the highway!) I’ve stepped IN something good and 

I’ve also shouted “what IN the world was I thinking! Something about the word “IN” brings life 

and all its trimmings up close and personal. Living IN Jesus. Up close. Personal. 

 

Barbara Johnson writes in the introduction of this study: 

“IN Christ we have a love that can never be fathomed, a life that can never die; 

a joy that can never be diminished, a hope that can never be disappointed, 

a purity that can never be defiled and resources that can never be exhausted. 

Jesus has called you, chosen you, changed you…. 

Your life is a never-ending story that will continue to unfold throughout eternity…” 

You are IN His Life…His everlasting Life. “For whosoever believeth IN Him..” (John 3:16b) 

 

As we drove the 1,400 miles back to our North Carolina home, my mind continued to dwell on 

living IN Jesus. Scripture tells us that  

“.. IN Him we live and move and have our being..” (Acts 17:28) 

 

Count me IN! I want to live IN Jesus. You, too? Alrighty then! Let’s be IN the Word. Let us be IN 

touch with each other, encouraging one another and caring for one another. Let us grow IN 

faith rooted IN Him, trusting IN Him, being made complete IN Him. Created IN His image we 

serve IN His Name! Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 
 

For additional information about this and other ministries of the Women of the ELCA,  

see the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or contact our president, Vicki Marthaler (218-849-5683). 

Invite a new member to your circle! 
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Birthdays 
 

Margaret Korner 7/1 

DaLora Trumann 7/1 

Vickie Nelson 7/2 

Robert Frederick 7/3 

Penni Winch 7/4 

Walter Wingard 7/4 

Allan Huffman 7/5 

Flip Fisher 7/6 

Dennis Gough 7/6 

Kathy Boland 7/7 

Elizabeth Bradley 7/7 

Nicholas Owens 7/7 

Sandra Brust 7/8 

Jane Rose 7/8 

Pamala Wingrove 7/9 

Beth Carver 7/10 

Keith Greene 7/10 

Cora Heilemann 7/10 

Joe Dixon 7/11 

Barbara Koch 7/11 

Vera Wynne 7/11 

Jen Heilemann 7/12 

Betzy Juarez Resendiz 7/12 

Brent Owen 7/12 

Matthew Samotis 7/12 

Thomas Kasischke 7/13 

Linda Koos 7/13 

Barbara Kurdelmeier 7/13 

Bridget Monroe 7/13 

James Shaw 7/13 

Terry Andersen 7/14 

Theresa D'Avanzo 7/14 

Happy Gibson 7/14 

Barbara Parrish 7/14 

Laurian Richards 7/14 

Suzanne Davis 7/18 

Keegan Geiler 7/18 

Micah Haack 7/18 

Evan Langsdorf 7/18 

Nadine Langsdorf 7/18 

Carter Wingrove 7/18 

  

Sandra Harrison 7/19 

Mary Claire McCarthy 7/21 

Erin Moore 7/21 

Maria Almert 7/23 

Skip Andersen 7/23 

Andy Pytel 7/24 

George Kiefer 7/25 

Sallie Weber 7/25 

Einar Syvertson 7/26 

Allie Hagstrom 7/27 

Jenna Patterson 7/27 

Phil Rymer 7/27 

Saundra Davis 7/28 

Blanche Dejmal 7/28 

Darla Krause 7/28 

Richard Luy 7/28 

Helen Just 7/29 

Ronald Korner 7/29 

Jan Leavitt 7/29 

Phyllis Vogt 7/30 

Anniversaries 
 

Bill & Jan Butz 7/1/1967 

Salatiel & Bertha Solano 7/1/1974 

Ed & Robin McIntosh 7/1/1995 

Dennis & Lynn Royal 7/4/1981 

Joe & Linda Martinez 7/8/1967 

Moises & Maribel Colin 7/10/1996 

Steve & Sue Buman 7/12/2003 

Steve & Heather Brown 7/17/1999 

Jim & Suzie Stockman 7/19/1957 

Bernie & Kristy Sochia 7/19/1997 

Bob & Bea Funk 7/23/1977 

Ross & Jovanna Porter 7/23/1977 

Jason & Jen Heilemann 7/24/2010 

Nick & Lily Hinshaw 7/26/2014 

Adrian & Miriam Oviedo-Clark 7/27/2002 

Eddie & Kelly Spangler 7/29/1989 

David & Kelly Beaty 7/30/1988 

Chuck & Shelly Clay 7/31/1971 

Rick & Carol Honeycutt 7/31/1976 

Tony & Peggy Bumgarner 7/31/1982 

Lot & Amparo Acosta 7/31/1999 
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Be the Light Campaign 

Lutheran Services Carolinas seeks to raise $4.2 million in gifts and pledges through the Be The 

Light campaign, which will enhance and expand programs under three initiatives: guiding 

children and families, expanding opportunities for adults and supporting the For the Children 

Endowment. 

Because some children don’t have loving parents and others can’t live safely in their countries, 

LSC has been a light in the darkness for over 40 years. LSC child and family services, formerly 

known as Lutheran Family Services in the Carolinas, has a strong history of providing high quality 

and loving ministry to thousands of people throughout North and South Carolina. Established in 

1976, LSC protects children from abuse and exploitation, helps adults with disabilities to live as 

independently as possible, and welcomes immigrants and refugees seeking a new life. Each 

day LSC is guided by its mission statement, “Empowered by Christ, we walk together with all we 

serve.” 

In 2019, LSC cared for over 2,000 children, adults, and families in North Carolina through a wide 

variety of programs, including a few below: 

 Foster Care – 322 children were shielded from abuse and neglect by dedicated foster 

care parents and caseworkers 

 Disaster Services – 1,092 individuals and families were provided relief and hope in the 

rebuilding process 

 Refugee and Immigrant Services – 300 refugees received support services and 

professional guidance to achieve and maintain self sufficiency 

 Supported living residences and home and community-based care – 152 individuals with 

intellectual disabilities, brain injuries, and/or mental illness were served by LSC 

We invite you to walk with us as we serve those most in need. 

LSC seeks to raise $1,045,000 to: 

» create a statewide foster family recruitment program 

» expand the Intensive Alternative Family Treatment (IAFT) model into western North Carolina 

» purchase technology for foster care and refugee caseworkers 

Why is this important today across our state? Imagine the following scenario - a child is removed 

from the only home she has ever known. Even though she endured abuse at the hands of her 

parents, she still loves and misses them. She is separated from her siblings. She is leaving her 

friends behind. She carries the few belongings she can gather into a plastic bag to a foster 

home to live with someone she doesn’t know. She cannot fully understand why this is 

happening. 

It’s here, in the most vulnerable moments of a child’s life, that LSC and its carefully trained foster 

parents become a hopeful part of this child’s story. With the rising number of children entering 

foster care, it is more important than ever to expand services and meet these urgent needs 

across the state. This is how LSC brings light into the darkness. 
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Over the years, Dianne wanted to let each foster 

child she took into her home know they were loved 

and safe. She also wanted to send them out into 

the world to be a light for others. Have you thought 

about how you can shine your light for others to see 

now and in the future? 

We wonder what our legacy will be. If we have 

children, they are part of our legacy, but legacy 

can be much bigger than just our family. Legacy 

can be perpetually caring for a ministry that we 

love like our congregation or Lutheran Services 

Carolinas. 

LSC seeks to raise $1 million to establish the For the Children Endowment. LSC has a long 

tradition of serving the most vulnerable, including children. Often children come to LSC with 

very little. They leave LSC finding the light within themselves and learning to share that light with 

their peers and communities. The For the Children Endowment will ensure a solid base of 

support annually to put LSC on extremely solid financial footing. 

Cole was a young man with plans for the future. In 

an instant, a car accident changed all that. He 

spent six weeks in a coma fighting for his life, but a 

much tougher fight was yet to come. While his many 

broken bones eventually healed, over the next 

several years, Cole spent time in the hospital and 

various rehabilitation facilities struggling to deal with 

the physical, emotional, and cognitive challenges of 

his brain injury. At one point he came home to live 

with his family, but they were unable to provide the 

around-the-clock care he needed. His next stop was 

a nursing home, which was not a good fit. Cole was 

younger than the other residents by 50 to 60 years. With no peers to interact with or staff who 

really understood the complexities of a brain injury to care for him, Cole and his family grew 

more and more frustrated. 

After years of struggling, they reached a breaking point. That break let the light in. Because of 

Cole and his devoted family, in 2001, LSC became a pioneer dedicated to serving the needs of 

adults with brain injuries through the creation of Peace Haven, the first LSC home for brain injury 

clients. This unique program and home led to the establishment of Lippard Lodge, LSC’s current 

supported living residence for six adults with brain injuries in Clemmons. Just like Cole, there are 

nearly 200,000 people in North Carolina living with a long-term disability related to a traumatic 

brain injury. Many are desperate for services that are specific to their needs. 

Be The Light will expand opportunities for adults facing varying life challenges to live healthy, 

purposeful lives. Join us in helping to reach this goal. Watch your mail for a pledge card or 

donate directly at https://lscarolinas.net/onetime/. Thank you for being a part of this ministry! 

https://lscarolinas.net/onetime/
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Worship & More Open for All to Return 

As Grace continues to resume ministry activities, on June 13 the Congregation Council 

approved the following changes for Sunday worship services and more.  

NOTE: If COVID-19 cases increase such that the positivity rate goes above 5% in Henderson 

County, the recommendations for worship, fellowship, gatherings, etc. below will be reviewed 

by our Reopening Task Force and Council. During this review, all activities may return to online 

only until it is again safe to regather in person. 

Worship 

 Beginning June 20, all people who are comfortable returning are welcome to attend 

worship in person. 

 Unvaccinated people, children, and youth are welcome to return. 

 Masks are required for all unvaccinated persons - adults and children/youth. 

 Masks continue to be encouraged for all vaccinated persons out of love for neighbor 

and to support those who must or choose to wear a mask for personal safety. 

 To provide some caring distancing, we will continue to seat people in every other pew 

until attendance numbers warrant a change. 

 Traditional worship service will be at 9 a.m. This service will continue to be live-streamed. 

 Spanish language service will be at 11:15 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. It will be live-streamed. 

 The Praise Service will resume on July 11 at 11:15 a.m. in the sanctuary. It will not be live-

streamed except for the bilingual service on the second Sunday each month. 

 Nursery care during worship services may resume when preparations are made. Adults 

must be vaccinated. Children who are able, must wear masks. 

Holy Communion 

 Beginning July 4, Drive-Up Communion Distribution on first Sundays only, 10:30-11 a.m. 

 Beginning in July, Communion will be celebrated every Sunday for the in-person 

Traditional (9 a.m.), Spanish language (11:15 a.m.), and Praise (11:15 a.m.) services. 

Faith Formation (Sunday School) 

 Sunday Faith Formation (Sunday School) time will be 10 a.m. (or following the 9 a.m. 

worship service) until 11 a.m. 

 Same guidance for wearing of masks as for worship. Masks are required for all 

unvaccinated persons - adults and children/youth. 

 Masks continue to be encouraged for all vaccinated persons out of love for neighbor 

and to support those who must or choose to wear a mask for personal safety. 

 Adult classes are welcome to resume gathering whenever they choose. Rooms will be 

assigned based on the number of people to allow safe spacing. Please secure a room 

assignment in advance through Greg Dodd. For weekday classes, Zoom will continue to 

be available by request. 

 Children and youth classes may resume as soon as preparations are made and 

leadership is organized. All adults working with children must be vaccinated and wear a 

mask during interactions with children. (We will basically follow guidance for schools and 

preschools.) Space will be assigned based on numbers to allow safe spacing. 

Sunday Fellowship Time: Time frame is Sundays from 10-11a.m. 

Fellowship Time may resume inside, in Stull Hall to allow spacing, air flow, and not interfere with 

preparations for the Spanish language service in Fellowship Hall, when Hospitality & Fellowship 

Ministry is ready to resume this ministry. (Yes, this means that receptions for memorial services 

could also resume.) 
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Oasis Ministry 

Assuming that people continue getting vaccinated and the infection rate remains low, 

Wednesday evening Oasis ministry & programming could resume on September 15, the first 

Wednesday after Rally Sunday (September 12). Plans will likely be updated as September 15 

draws near based on CoVid information at that time. 

 

Summer Inspiration with Pastor Ken 
 

If you are like me, and feel like the Summer time is a good time to 

explore something that is meaningful but not too deep, then I 

have just the thing for you! This summer I am going to offer a 

group study of my favorite book on prayer. It is an easy to read, 

skinny little book, but it is packed with inspiration for your prayer 

life, for your spirit.  

Prayer: Our Deepest Longing looks at the issues facing people of 

faith in today’s culture, and offers a way of more effectively 

dealing with them by seeking out opportunities for prayer. With 

simple, down-to-earth language, Rolheiser illustrates the 

importance of prayer and offers techniques on how to pray, 

using examples from daily life, Scripture, and contemporary 

writers. He delves into the places that we fear to go with our 

issues about prayer, encouraging us with gentle kindness and 

words of hope and inspiration. 

We will start our group study of this book on Wednesday, July 14. 

We will meet each Wednesday from 6:30-7:30 p.m. for six 

sessions, finishing on Aug. 18. This group study will be both in 

person and online. You can join me in Stull Hall or from the comfort of your home to discuss this 

book together. Please sign up before July 9. To register for the class please go here: 

http://bit.ly/PrayerRegistration 

In the meantime, you can order the book and start soaking in the inspiration. To order the book 

from Amazon, please go here: https://bit.ly/PrayerOurDeepestLonging 

I look forward to this time of growing in our prayer life and immersing ourselves in the love of 

God.  

Pastor Ken Langsdorf 

 
 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/PrayerRegistration
mailto:klangsdorf@gracehendersonville.com
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Grace Lutheran Church Foundation 

Academic Scholarships 
 

The Grace Lutheran Church Foundation Board of Directors has approved and sent letters of 

notification to fifteen Grace students awarding scholarships totaling $27,700 for the 2021–2022 

academic year. A formal recognition of the scholarship recipients will take place at church 

services at a later date. The Foundation is supported by the generosity of donors within the 

congregation who specifically designate educational support for adult and youth members 

who attend community colleges, four-year institutions, medical school, and seminary studies. 

The total is comprised of $27,700 from various designated funds. Since the scholarship program 

began in 2001, the foundation has awarded 285 grants totaling $324,950. 
 

Tom Kasischke, Grace Lutheran Church Foundation president, said, “It is important that our 

students know that their congregation prays for, loves, and supports them. The Lord has plans 

for them as He states in Jeremiah 29:11, and it is our joy to provide financial encouragement 

towards their future aspirations.” 
 

The scholarship recipients along with their academic institutions are as follows:  
 

Kevin Colin-Solano, Blue Ridge Community College; Helena Wheless, Blue Ridge Community 

College ; Davion Lucas Rivera, Appalachian State University; Noah Trexler, UNC Asheville; 

Nelson Wiggins, Western Carolina University; Adelaide Haack, Appalachian State University; 

Kameron Kaddouri, NC State University; Syedi Acosta-Oviedo, Brevard College; Dean Wheless, 

UNC Asheville; Lara Wingard, NC State University; Walter Wingard, Appalachian State University; 

Elise Trexler, UNC Chapel Hill; Jennifer Zaragoza-Solano, UNC Wilmington; Michelle Angles-

Solano, UNC Asheville; Ronnie Monroe, UFC - Pembroke. 
 

Grace Lutheran Church is located at the corner of 6th Avenue West and Blythe Street in 

Hendersonville. For further information, call 828–693–4890. 

1245 6th Ave W 

Hendersonville NC 28739 
***Return Service Requested*** 


