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 The other day I was sitting in front of my computer screen “zooming” with several others from our congregation 

as we were participating in a Bible Study.  The topic was prayer, specifically The Lord’s Prayer.    The Lord’s Prayer begins 

“Our Father.”  It is a prayer to be prayed by the community.  A prayer made to pray together with another.   A prayer 

that unites us to each other as well as to those who have gone before us.   

As that thought was lifted up, I was immediately taken back many years to a time when The Lord’s Prayer was 

“Fader Var.”   My Norwegian Grandfather, Clarence, was a kind man.  Hard working.  Thoughtful.  Even when life wasn’t 

so easy, his soft spoken voice had a way of making the best of things.  He had a Norwegian brogue and often slipped into 

Norwegian when talking with family…or when praying.   

I remember a time in Grandpa’s life that was heartbreaking.   Grandpa was a widower and had sold his farm and 

moved to town.  He was active in the Senior Citizen Center in the rural community of Pelican Rapids, Minnesota and one 

of his volunteering activities was delivering Meals on Wheels.  It was during this time that Grandpa met Minnie who also 

was widowed and active in the Senior Citizen Center.  Together they delivered Meals on Wheels and together they 

became quite a twosome.  Grandpa and Minnie (also a Norwegian Lutheran) had so many things in common that it was 

only natural for them to see each other often and keep each other company.  One day Grandpa drove Minnie to her hair 

appointment in a nearby town.  He had brought the paper to read in the car while he waited for Minnie.  The time ticked 

on and soon Grandpa began to wonder about Minnie.  Had she run another errand?  He looked at his watch.  It was 

getting late.  Then a police officer came to Grandpa’s car and asked him if he was waiting for a lady named Minnie.  

Minnie had been hit by a car crossing a street and she had been taken to the hospital.   

Minnie was hospitalized for a short time before she was moved to a nursing home in a vegetative state.  Minnie 

had received a blow to her head and when the doctor operated on her, he removed a blood clot the size of an orange 

from her brain.  The pressure had been too much and the damage to the brain was great.  Minnie never really “woke 

up.”  She remained in the nursing home receiving total care for over a year.  And several times a week, Grandpa would 

make the trip to sit by her bedside.   

One time I went with Grandpa to see Minnie.  I sat in a corner of the room and Grandpa went right to Minnie’s 

side.  He pulled up a chair and took her hand in his and talked to her like she was listening to every word.  He caught her 

up on all the happenings at the Senior Citizen Center.  He talked about the weather and what the pastor talked about in 

church.  And then he just sat.  Looking at his Minnie.  Holding her hand.  At last he bowed his head and in his soft-spoken 

voice he began to pray “Fader var, du som er I himmelen, helliget vorde ditt navn.  Komme ditt rike, skje din vilje, som I 

himmelen, sa og pa jorden…..” 

I had heard my Grandpa pray The Lord’s Prayer in Norwegian many times.  His lilting speech, the way the words 

rolled off his tongue made the prayer so comforting, so encompassing, so precious.  I was held by the beauty of this 

prayer and somehow I knew beyond a shadow of a doubt that Minnie was receiving it as a balm to her Spirit as it was a 

balm to mine.  Grandpa later told me that it was their routine to share a supper at Minnie’s home, do the dishes and 

then before Grandpa left for his place, they would sit on the couch holding hands to pray the Lord’s Prayer together.   

In a time of great distress, Grandpa prayed the Lord’s Prayer just like he prayed the Lord’s Prayer when life was 

fair and fine.  “Thy kingdom come.  Thy Will be done. Give us….forgive us…lead us…deliver us…”  We can pray this prayer 

today, too.  In English.  In Norwegian.  In Spanish.  This Covid time is a time of great distress for all of us.  So let us pray 

together now as we have prayed when things were fair and fine.  “Thy kingdom come.  Thy Will be done.  Give 

us…forgive us…lead us…deliver us.”  It is the prayer Jesus gave us to be prayed by the community for the community.   

“For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.” 

Vicki Marthaler serving as President of the Grace Unit WELCA 



SATURDAY, MAY 15, 10 AM  ---GRACE WOMEN, GENERAL ZOOM MEETING ! 

Fire up your computers, ladies!  We are going to have our first General Meeting of the year 
and it will be a Zoom Meeting.   It would be nice to be actually gathering in the Fellowship Hall 
at church, but COVID is still dictating so we will hope and plan for a real get-together in 
September.  For now, our log-in info for the May Zoom General Meeting is as follows: 

Topic: WELCA General Meeting 

Time: May 15, 2021 10:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Meeting ID: 864 7239 8558 

Passcode: 122668 

Join Zoom Meeting 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86472398558?pwd=ZW9zeWF4WlgzSTNwZDhmbGFnSCtpUT09 

 Our General May Meeting’s program will be Chaplain Lauronda from the Ministry of 
Hope at the Swannanoa Correctional Facility for Women.  She will share with us the work that is 
ongoing at this facility.  Please plan on “zooming” with us!   

*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^* 

The Social Justice Committee is hosting this baby shower and wanted to extend a 

special invitation to the Women of Grace: 

YOU ARE INVITED TO A ZOOM BABY SHOWER!  

WHEN: 3:00-4:00 PM, Sunday, May 16th  

Please RSVP by May 12th to Suzanne Hale (halesuzanne@hotmail.com) 

On May 16, follow this link to the online shower.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84470667165?pwd=eEhUUGExZUVKMnJqS3hWVWxWbXJDZz09  

TO GIVE A GIFT OR CARD:  

You can bring a gift or a card to Grace by May 15 and leave it in the office.  OR  

You can purchase a gift online and have it sent it directly to   

Aaron and Shadai, registered at Amazon.  

https://www.amazon.com/baby-reg/shadai-pace-june-2021-hendersonville/2UBI4UEDA093K 

 

Suzanne Hale and Kelly Spangler are also asking for ideas of zoom games that could be played or 

poems that could be read at the virtual shower. Please feel free to contact either or both of them 

with your ideas!    kelly2016swer@gmail.com or halesuzanne@hotmail.com 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86472398558?pwd=ZW9zeWF4WlgzSTNwZDhmbGFnSCtpUT09
https://www.amazon.com/baby-reg/shadai-pace-june-2021-hendersonville/2UBI4UEDA093K
mailto:kelly2016swer@gmail.com
mailto:halesuzanne@hotmail.com


+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+* 
 

Pillowcase Dresses 

Barb Koch and Patti O’Neill share this information 

on a specifically-focused work group at Grace Lutheran. 

 
The Pillowcase Dress Committee was started 3 years ago 

as a partnership with Pisgah Lutheran Church  
which had a Mission Team going to Haiti.   

We agreed to make dresses for the Mission Team. 
We were also making dresses for Africa, and Food for the Poor which serves Caribbean countries. However, 
Pisgah Lutheran Church Mission Team stopped going to Haiti because of the social unrest as did Food for the 

Poor. Then the pandemic struck and we had no where to send our dresses. 
 

At the present, IAM has contacted us and they said they might be interested.  We first sent over 15 
dresses.  IAM was delighted so we sent about 40 more!  The IAM Director of Marketing and Social Media 
said the dresses would be showcased on the IAM website on Facebook.  Another IAM spokesperson said 

that she thought IAM would need more dresses later this summer when school starts.   
Currently, a member of Grace and a Thrivent member, have agreed to write a grant for fabric and other 

needs for the making of the dresses. 
 

At the present there are five members of the Pillowcase Dress Committee and they use the pattern from the 
internet called “How We Sew” for the dresses.  Patti has altered the pattern a bit and uses lace and rick rack 
to add a little pizzazz .   When our fabric supply has run low, we have even used discarded fabric from the 

quilters to “piece together” fabric to make a dress! 
 

The Pillowcase Dress Committee would welcome prayers from WELCA.  
They could also use fabric scraps, lace, rick rack, and cute small buttons for pockets for each dress.  If you 

would like to donate any of the materials, please leave your donations at the church clearly marked for the 
Pillowcase Dress Committee.   

At the moment the Pillowcase Dress Committee is not meeting as a group because of Covid.   
HOWEVER, if someone would want to make dresses at home, the Committee has made “kits” with fabric 

and other materials so the dresses can be made at home.  
 If you are interested in getting a kit for sewing pillowcase dresses,   
please contact Barb Koch, 828-891-9088 or jhkoch@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 
The pillowcase dress on the right was made by  
Patti O’Neill using discarded fabric from the Quilters and 
Using some of the lace from donations made on behalf of 
Rhoda Hargrave’s family. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Thank you to everyone who supported Sarah’s Circle April Project 
Of accepting donations for the Children & Family Resource Center in 
Hendersonville.  The project was called 
                  “Full Tum, Dry Bum” 
That accepted donations of formula, diapers and wipes.   
Looking at the picture of donations, it looks like the project was  
a success!   Thank you, Sarah Circle, for organizing this project and 
Helping us care for our neighbor. 

 
 

*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^ 
THE 2021 PENNIES PROJECT 

Every year the ELCA Women of North Carolina  
save pennies to support a project. 

For 2021, the project selected was “Homeward Bound of Western NC”  
in Asheville!  Homeward Bound is a non-profit organization that works to end 

homelessness and domestic violence.  Its website is: 
homewardboundwnc.org     It is a very informative website. 

The Pennies Project asks that you collect pennies all year long.  
At the end of the year, count those pennies.  Then write a check to  

Grace Lutheran WELCA with Pennies Project on the memo line.   
Send the check to our treasurer, Kathy Stancar.  All our Grace donations will then be sent to the NC WELCA. 

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 

 
 Plans are underway to schedule a September “Get Re-Acquainted” WELCA General 

Meeting at the church!  Watch for details in future newsletters. 
 A “Readers’ Theater for Children” has been recorded and will be coming on YouTube this 

month of May in recognition of Rachel’s Day and the cause of children enduring violence 
in so many forms.  Kathy Stancar, Shelley Clay, Vicki Marthaler and Delia Jovel are 
reading books that bring messages that promote togetherness, goodness, care for the 
neighbor, love, family, comfort and hope.  An announcement will be made on our weekly 
Grace Email when the videos are loaded to YouTube.  Please watch for them! 

 WELCA Tote Bags and Patches are continue to be on sale.  If you are interested in buying 
one for a birthday present or a gift of friendship, please contact Vicki Marthaler or Lori 
Schaefer!  We will be glad to send you an order form.  All proceeds support our WELCA 
Outreach. 

 
 Money issues.  Our Grace Unit Budget relies heavily upon offerings received at Circle 

meetings.  Needless to say, Zoom is not supportive of passing the basket!  If you would 
like to support the Grace Unit, please send your donations to: 

Treasurer Kathy Stancar, 1015 Carousel Lane, Hendersonville, NC  28792 
Make your check out to: Grace Unit WELCA 
Thank you for your generous support. 

 
+..+..+..In Memorium..+..+..+ 

We remember Estelle Boyle and pray that God’s Eternal Light shines upon her. 


