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I haven’t put away Christmas decorations yet. I decided to let the Christmas lights twinkle a
little bit longer. I like to give the wise men time to find the baby Jesus as I nibble on the last of
the Christmas cookies and sip the last of the wassail before I begin the “Work of Christmas.” I
keep going back to what Pastor Greg posted on his Facebook page.

reviewing 2020, I am encouraged by the Women of Grace and the work they continue to
accomplish in the name of Jesus even though Covid has strewn rocks along the path
attempting to discourage and stunt the “Work of Christmas.”
The Quilters continue to quilt. The Prayer Shawl ministers continue to knit and crochet. The
Circles continue to Zoom or connect in other safe ways so that they can support one another.
Choir members continue to sing. Musicians are not silenced. Grace Women continue to serve
on the council and on various committees. Women work creatively to support Living Waters
Food Bank and Abundancia as they work to meet the needs of those facing food insecurities.
The Altar Guild continues to “guild” away! Many women have boldly shared a bit of their faith
journey through our “Gathering Grace” episodes on YouTube with the hope of refreshing a
daunted soul. A women’s Readers’ Theater narrated heart-warming stories which were
videoed for YouTube giving the annual Christmas Tea a new venue. A WELCA Tote Bag/Patch
Fundraiser is on-going to bolster the coffers so that the women can continue their important
tradition of contributing to worthwhile community charities. Food donations were generously
given to support the work of Hope House in North Carolina where girls rescued from human
trafficking can find a safe place to heal and be restored. And these are just the highlights!
2021 will be no different. The “Work of Christmas” will continue full tilt for the Women of
Grace. So eat that last Christmas cookie, swig down the wassail and roll up your sleeves,ladies.
The New Year is here and there is much “Work of Christmas” to do! Together is better!
A blessed New Year to you!
Vicki Marthaler , President of Grace’s WELCA

Donations From The Heart!
Living Waters Lutheran Church in Cherokee runs a Food Pantry and a Resource Center for its community in
order to serve those in need. The needs are great and varied.
From now until February 11, you are invited to take part in “Donations From The Heart.”
Living Waters is experiencing a need for:
Bar Soap, Shampoo, Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Personal Hygiene supplies
Dish soap, Toilet paper, Paper Towels
Socks, Mittens/Gloves, Winter Boots, Hand Warmers
Sleeping Bags, Blankets
Living Waters also is asking for the plastic grocery bags which they use in great number on distribution days.
(We all have scads of plastic bags stashed under our sinks!)
Grace Lutheran Social Ministry will continue to hold food drives for Living Waters in May and October.
This drive is for items other than food and is sponsored by the Women of Grace.
. Please bring your donations to the church. There will be a box designated for donation items.
If you would like to receive Living Waters monthly newsletter, please send an email to:
lwnewsletter@ymail.com

A 2021 WELCA Directory
Time to review our current directory of Women of Grace. The Directory lists
those women serving on the Board, the Circle leaders and also the Circle
members. Please review all the names, addresses, phone numbers and email
addresses. Send any and all changes to Bonnie Pierce, bnpierce16@hotmail.com
Bonnie is working with Jolie to update and reprint the 2021 directories.
Our Christmas Gifts to Local Charities
As is the custom of The Women of Grace, ten different agencies who serve our neighbors have been gifted
with $100 each in support of their ministries. Thank you, Women of Grace, for your offerings and support.
You have encouraged:
Aura House – A home for homeless women veterans in Asheville.
Safelight – Providing for victims of child abuse, domestic violence and sexual assault.
On Eagles Wings – Provides Hope House, a safe house for girls rescued from human trafficking.
WCCA – Western Carolina Community Action offers a wide variety of needful services.
Unbroken Circle Project – Supporting Native American children in education and suicide prevention
Living Waters Food Bank & Resource Center – Living Waters Lutheran Church in Cherokee meeting the needs
of its neighbors.
St. Gerard’s House – Resource and support for those with Autism
Abundancia – Food program for our Hispanic families
Only Hope WNC – Fights against youth homelessness.
Mexican Mission – Anastasis Baptist Church of Durango ministers with a food pantry, tutoring children, single
women’s support group and Bible Class for children.
+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+

Wrapping up 2020
Here are some impressive statistics:
◼ The Prayer Shawl Ministers made 242 prayer shawls and 14 baby blankets and numerous prayer
squares. There will be a special blessing at the January 31st church service for the prayer shawls.
◼ The Quilters completed and presented 99 quilts to I.A.M. and 52 quilts to LWR. In a “normal” year, the
quilters complete about 200 quilts so Covid hasn’t hampered their efforts too much!
If you would like to do some sewing at home, there are “kits to sew” in the Quilters Closet at the
church. Feel free to stop in and help yourself!
And remember, the Quilters are asking for donations of the material stashed in your closets and
cupboards that will probably never be used no matter how much you think you are going to get
around to it! Just leave all donations at the church. Thank you!
◼ The Mission Action Committee made 35 Christmas Cards and sent them to our shut-ins this year.
◼ The Mission Growth Committee accomplished a successful food /recipe drive for Hope House resulting
in 550 pounds of food and $300 in gift cards!
◼ The Tote Bag/Patch Fundraiser raised $451 ! This will be an on-going fundraiser so keep those orders
coming!
*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*

The Women of Grace are looking for:
1) A woman to head the
Mission:Community Committee
Duties: Preparing Welcome Packets;
Plan Rachel’s Day (in May);
Plan October’s Thankoffering Sunday
Work with LWR School Kit Coordinator
Please contact Vicki Marthaler if interested.

2) A Historian
At the present the WELCA Grace Unit does
Not have a designated woman to archive the
Work and the accomplishments of the
Women of Grace. This is a new position.
Duties include: reviewing current archives and
Creating a history of the Women of Grace;
Outlining a proper procedure to continue
Documenting the growth and work of the women;
Collecting and updating information regarding the
Women of Grace. Please contact Vicki Marthaler
for further information and if interested.
+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*

Looking Ahead to May, 2021
Rachel’s Day is a World Wide WELCA event. It is a Sunday set aside to remember children,
especially those who are faced with violence and abuse. It is to remember children with love
and care. In the past, The Women of Grace have collected children’s books that are sent to
the Women’s Correctional Facility in Swannanoa for the incarcerated mothers to be recorded
as they read these books and then the recordings and the books are given to their children.
The Women of Grace would like to continue this tradition and more information will be given
in next month’s newsletter.

With Covid still unrestrained, it is doubtful that
the Women of Grace will be able to hold an
“in person” gathering for the May General Meeting.
It has been suggested that another Readers’ Theater
be videoed and the subject would be books for children,
or poems and stories about mothers.
If you have any suggestions for books, poems or
short stories, please contact Vicki Marthaler
or any one on the Board. If you are interested in reading,
please contact Vicki Marthaler or Shelley Clay.
The Mothers’ Day Readers’ Theater would have to be taped in April.

“GATHERING GRACE” EPISODES ON YOUTUBE
Go to Youtube.com
Search for “Gathering Grace, (name of person)”
Shelley Clay (June 23, 2020)
Diane Sellers (July 7, 2020)
Marie Mortensen (July 21, 2020)
Judy Stoltenberg (August 4, 2020)
Joy Kiefer (August 18, 2020)
Helen Just (September 1, 2020)
Susan Fitzgerald (September 15, 2020)
Phyllis Seibert (September 29, 2020)
Barbara Fountain (October 13, 2020)
Kelly Spangler (October 27, 2020)
Vicki Marthaler (November 10, 2020)
Jan Hoffmann (November 24, 2020)
Sallie Weber (December 8, 2020)
Gathering Grace 2020 (December 22, 2020)
Irene Syvertson (January 5, 2021)
Note the dates of release:

Rosaleen Dawes (January 19, 2021)
Beth Spencer (February 2, 2021)
Leah Scroggin (February 16, 2021)

We welcome you to share a bit of your faith journey. Please contact Shelley Clay or Vicki
Marthaler or Judy Stoltenberg. As you view these faith stories, note that each person sharing
tells her story in her own words, her own way. Jesus is a personal Savior and comes to us
meeting our very individual needs. We would be honored to hear a bit about your story.

