Grace Unit Newsletter………………………………………………………………….November 2020
Please start your day, begin your devotions, or open your meeting with the Women of the ELCA Purpose Statement:

As a community of women created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and
promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society and the world.
Dear Women of Grace,
Last week my computer crashed. Big time. Nothing to do but to take it in to someone who speaks “computereze.” After two days of leaving my computer in the hands of experts who examined the hard drive, files and
operating systems, the diagnosis was “totally and completely corrupted. Beyond
saving.” The recommendation was a “Total Cleaning.” In other words, take
everything out and clean it piece by piece and put it all back in.
Corrupted. Totally corrupted. I have to tell you that kept running through my
mind most of the week.
When push comes to shove, isn’t that what we are? Corrupted, totally
corrupted? Beyond saving? Yet our Heavenly Father, Creator of all, knowing
that we are all of that decided to “totally clean” us, redeem us and make us new.
I know it’s hard this year of 2020 to be thankful for so many things. The pandemic limits us, isolates us,
challenges us, and even makes us fearful. The national climate in politics has us all on edge. We watch the
economic news and hold our breaths. There are out of control fires and a plethora of hurricanes that are
ravaging not only the landscape but our neighbors’ livelihoods, homes and very lives. And now it is
November, the month of Thanksgiving.
Now more than ever we are called to muster up from deep within, our sincere and authentic thanks to God for
His many blessings. The blessings are there. At times hidden. At times muffled under sighs and groans too
deep for words, but the blessings are there. His Hand is there. His love is there. His each and every promise is
there. You are on His mind. You are in His heart. You are watched over and provided for by His Precious
Spirit that broods over the lives of you and me.
Remember my message of last month about a Hand Full of Thanks: We are made in His image for relationship
with Him. We are invited to draw near. We are loved with an everlasting love. He is faithful. And last but not
least, faith the size of a mustard seed is enough and can make an amazing difference!
So give thanks, dear Women of Grace. “…Love one another fervently with a pure heart, having been born
again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the Word of God which lives and abides forever!..”
(1 Peter 1:22b-23 NKJ)
Giving Thanks for each of you, incorruptible, beautiful you!
Vicki Marthaler

Our Service Project for November
We are providing recipes and ingredients for the girls rescued from trafficking that live in the North Carolina
Hope House under the care of On Eagles’ Wings Ministries.
Please share one of your favorite holiday recipes! Yes, get to rustling through your recipes and find your
favorite Christmas cookie recipe or your yummy breakfast bake recipe for company
or that hand-me-down-from Grandma recipe on how to make the best meatballs
with gravy or your recently discovered easy way to make a homemade soup!
Young girls always love appetizers so let’s supply them with fun,
delectable bits of goodies!
Starting Monday, November 16 through Thursday, November 19, we will have
someone at the church receiving your donations for Hope House
between the hours of 10am-2pm.
A representative from Hope House will pick up all the gifts on Friday. We will also be
able to send a Thrivent gift of $250. Thank you, Barb Koch, for applying for that Thrivent grant!
THANK YOU for your participation in this holiday service project.
*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^
“GATHERING GRACE”
Faith stories shared by Women of Grace continues! WELCA will continue this series as long as there are
women willing to share a bit of their faith journey. All the episodes are placed on Youtube. There are two
easy ways to find the videos. (1) Go to www.gracehendersonville.com and on the home page there is a
button for “Connect to Youtube.” Then click on Playlists and you will find wonderful offerings from the church
including those Gather Grace videos. OR (2)
Go to www.Youtube.com Click on the Search bar and type in the name of the woman you would like to hear.
To date the following have shared with us:
Shelley Clay, Diane Sellers, Marie Mortensen, Judy Stoltenberg, Joy Kiefer, Helen Just, Phyllis Seibert, Susan
Fitzgerald, Kelly Spangler, Barbara Fountain and Vicki Marthaler.
Jan Hoffmann will have hers on Youtube scheduled for November 24.
In December you can look for Sallie Weber and Irene Syvertson.
We will try to keep you posted through the weekly Grace Lutheran updates.
If you would like to share a bit of your faith story, please contact Judy Stoltenberg. She is the one who has the
schedule. Judy 443-340-4115 or jstoltenberg@hotmail.com
Our prayer is that each sharing will encourage you in your faith and remind you that through struggles,
isolation, times of trial, we are never alone. Our God is an abiding God and is Emmanuel, God with us.
*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^
WELCA’s DECEMBER BUSINESS MEETING AND ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TEA
Our annual Christmas Tea will be a different this year – just like everything else! Because of the pandemic
restrictions of gathering together, we will be offering you an unique program of
Christmas readings by several of the women of the church. It will be available on
YouTube and we hope to have it online on
Saturday, December 5. We are calling it The Christmas Tea’s Readers’ Theater!
Look for the announcement in the weekly Grace Lutheran news email.
At our December meeting we were to hold a business meeting and vote to fill the position of President and
Treasurer this year. I am happy to announce that both Vicki Marthaler, current President and Kathy Stancar,
current Treasurer, are willing to be re-elected for another two years.
Our budget will also have to be voted on and at our Board meeting on November 14, we will iron out the
challenges of taking care of business without being together to do business! Stay tuned.

WELCA PATCHES AND TOTE BAGS!
What great Christmas gifts!! Please consider purchasing WELCA patches and/or totes to help supplement our
WELCA treasury that we may continue to support local charities as is our custom at the end of the year.

Our own Leah Scroggin does the embroidery work. There is an order form on the Grace Lutheran Website.
Go to www.gracehendersonville.com Click on “Ministries,” click on “Serve” and scroll down to WELCA to
click. There should be a line on the WELCA page that says “Order Form for Tote Bag/Patches” Order now!
(Or, email vicki.marthaler@gmail.com and a form will be sent to you.)
*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^
THANKOFFERING SUNDAY, A BLESSED SUNDAY
Thank you to all who participated in the Thankoffering Virtual Service this past October. Pastor Cecee Mills
gave a most encouraging message. She said “we are called, compelled and commissioned” to bring the Good
News of Christ to the world. With our talents, resources, words, prayers, with our EVERYTHING we can be
bold and brave and speak/live Christ so that others will know and be amazed of the power of God and that the
Kingdom has drawn near. It was a wonderful message to ignite and fire us up! If you missed her message, go
to Youtube and search for Pastor Cecee Mills. Those 16 minutes of her message will minister to our heart and
renew your soul.
*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*
BE SAFE. STAY WELL. KEEP THE FAITH.
PRAY DEEPLY. LOVE UNCONDITIONALLY.
TOGETHER IS BETTER…….AND WE ARE TOGETHER IN SPIRIT
THANK YOU, JESUS!

