Grace Unit Newsletter…………………………October 2020
Thankoffering Sunday is October 18. Paul writes to the Thessalonians in his first letter: “Give thanks in all circumstances,
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” (1 Thess 5:18) God’s will for you is to live with a thankful heart. Not as easy as it
sounds, though, is it. This year has been a trial all by itself. It becomes a challenge to “give thanks in all circumstances”
yet, we as children of God are called to dig deeper, look higher and be open to hear God’s Words for us this day. And
God’s Word is always, always about life.
With this in mind, God’s Word is always about life, I would ask you to look at your hand. I would like to give you five
good reasons to give thanks no matter your situation, no matter the circumstances.
The Thumb. Thumbs set us apart from all of creation. We were designed with an “opposable thumb” which means we
can take our thumb and touch our other fingers. We can hold on to things. We can grasp things. Our thumb sets us
apart. Our thumbs can remind us that we are made in the image of God. We are created for relationship
– with God and with others. We can cling to what is good. We can hold on to what is right. Tucking our
other fingers into our palm, we can hold up the thumb to acknowledge the goodness of God and
encourage our neighbor. Let us give thanks for being made in the image of God.
The Pointer Finger. Ever had someone point at you? Being pointed at is not a comfortable situation. Fortunately, that
is not God’s way. “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through
Him.” (John 3:17) The Way of Christ is to invite. Now imagine the pointer finger beckoning someone to come closer. Think
of Jesus saying “Come, follow Me (Matt 4:19)” or “Come and see (John 1:39)” or “Come to Me all you who labor and are heavy
laden and I will give you rest. (Matt 11:28)” Jesus is always about invitation. He welcomes you always. Let us give thanks for
His welcome and His continual invitations to draw near.
The Middle Finger. Displaying the middle finger all by itself has become an international sign of disdain which is not
helpful for building up the Body of Christ. So, let’s take another look at the middle finger. It is the longest, the biggest of
all the fingers. “…faith, hope and love remain. And the greatest of these is love. (1 Cor 13:13) ” I propose we call the
middle finger the Love finger! Let us give thanks for God’s love that is redeeming and everlasting. God’s love is
available for all. Alleluia!
The Ring Finger. In a marriage ceremony a ring is received as a sign of faithfulness. God is faithful. “Morning by
morning new mercies we see. Great is His faithfulness.” (Lam 3:22-23) We may wander, but God is constant. He is the same
today as He was yesterday and as He will be tomorrow. (Hebrews 13:8) He keeps His Word. He is solid ground. Let us give
thanks for God being our Refuge and Strength, a very Present Help in times of Trouble.
The Pinky Finger. The smallest and weakest finger on our hand reminds us that size doesn’t matter. Faith the size of a
mustard seed is enough. A cup of water offered to one in need is great. Five loaves and two fish can feed thousands.
An invitation to another to “Come and see” can change a life. A Baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger
can change the world. Let us give thanks for the good measure God uses, “pressed down and shaken together and
running over. (Luke 6:38)“

Yes, the world may seem a little wonky, a little fearful, a little bit unreliable this Thanksgiving
season. But fear not! We have a hand full of thanks that we can pray. We have a hand full of
thanks that can offer encouragement. We have a hand full of thanks that can bless not only
our lives but the lives of our neighbors. Thanks be to God.
Blessings,

Vicki Marthaler, Grace Unit President

WELCA Patches and Tote Bags! For Sale!
Our Grace Unit of WELCA is raising money to provide for our budget so we can
continue to support local charities at the end of the year as is our tradition and
joy! With virtual meetings, offerings have been “virtually” non-existent. The
sale of these patches (made by our own Leah Scroggin) and totes support our
mission. The order blank is found on the Grace Lutheran website. (Any WELCA
Board member will be happy to help you with an order as well.)

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*
+
Sunday, October 18, is WELCA’s Thankoffering Sunday. Pastor CeCee Mills of our North Carolina ELCA office
will be our guest pastor. She is the Assistant Director of Evangelical Ministries. It will be a bit odd this year not
to sit in our sanctuary cushioned on the many quilts so lovingly made by our Grace Quilters. However, it will
still be a celebration of women in the church!
+*+*+*+*+*+**+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+
And speaking of quilts, you may have heard a few weeks back about the explosion in Beirut, Lebanon, that
destroyed many containers of supplies for refugees. It was reported that thousands of Lutheran World Relief
quilts had been destroyed. GOOD NEWS! As the rubble has been cleared and the dust has settled, four
containers thought to have been destroyed were FOUND, complete with LWR quilts, soap, hygiene kits and
school kits! We thank God for sparing these valuable resources and now may they be distributed and provide
comfort and strength to the many displaced and in need.
+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+
And, as long as we are on the topic of quilts, the Quilters are asking for everyone to rummage through their
closets, drawers and shelves for unused and probably never-will-be-used fabric. Donations of forgotten fabric
is the quilting need at this moment. If not in your house, ask your neighbor, your sister, your aunt from
Poughkeepsie if they have any fabric they would like to donate to the quilting cause! The Quilters, though
limited to 8 at a time, continue to meet on their regular Tuesday to sew quilts as well as many are working
from home and keeping the quilting wheels moving and providing. Covid restrictions have not been able to
halt the cutting, piecing, sewing and tying of quilts! Thanks be to God!
+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+
A WORD OF THANKS
Thank you to Nancy Chiarenza for so faithfully serving on the WELCA Board. Nancy has resigned her position
as Chair of Mission Community. The Mission Community Committee specifically: prepares Welcome Packets
for women joining Grace, plans Rachel’s Day (ELCA event in the month of May,) and plans Thankoffering
Sunday (an October event) among other duties. Elections are not scheduled until next year so this position
can be appointed by the Board at this time. If you are interested in serving the women of the church in this
way, please contact Vicki Marthaler or any other Board member.
And, again, thank you to Nancy for sharing her gifts, time and talents with us.
+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*

NOVEMBER FOOD/RECIPE DRIVE! In North Carolina, On Eagles Wings Ministry that supports Hope House
where girls rescued from human trafficking are being cared for has asked to be remembered this upcoming
holiday season. As we did last year, we are asking for the donation of a family favorite recipe along with the
ingredients/gift card so the resident girls can cook for themselves and care for each other in this nutritious,
healthy way! Barb Koch is writing a request for a Thrivent Grant to supplement the food drive and she also
sent an email asking Hope House for any specific requests that would be beneficial. Here is the response from
Hope House:
“We are so appreciative! …Staples are always needed. Here is the list of items that we feel we always need:
Peanut butter, Chili beans, canned vegetables, breakfast items (pancake mix, syrup, boxed cereal, oatmeal),
cooking oil, olive oil, cooking sprays, vanilla, chocolate chips, crackers, pita chips, pretzel chips and gift cards to
purchase refrigerated and fresh items. Ex: Food Lion, Walmart, Harris Teeter, Target. We do have a good
supply of pasta, pasta sauces and condiments at this time and would politely request other items.”
A representative from Hope House will collect our food offerings on Friday, November 20. Please have all
food items at the church prior to that day. There will be a basket in the church (and/or outside under the
portico) for donations.
*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^
Continue to collect Pop Tops! As your collection of pop tops grows, feel free to bring them to the church. We
will send what we have to Living Waters Lutheran Church in Cherokee this month with the food donations
collected. The bus leaves for Living Waters on October 22. Please have your pop tops to the church by then.
These pop tops help provide for a school age boy who requires a brace. The brace has to be changed
periodically to accommodate his growth. It is expensive and the pop tops help defray the cost.
*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+
“Gathering Grace”
On www.gracehendersonville.com you will find on the first page a “button” that says Connect to Youtube.
Click on that button. A Grace Lutheran page will appear and click on “Videos.” Wow, Grace is working
diligently to provide each of us with programs that will encourage us, minister to us and keep us connected.
As you scroll through the videos, you will find “Gathering Grace” and the name of the woman who is sharing a
bit of her faith story. If you would be willing to share a bit of your faith story, please feel free to contact Judy
Stoltenberg or Vicki Marthaler. We see this video program as continuing on well after Covid is a mere
annoying memory! Those videos ready to view are: Kelly Spangler, Susan Fitzgerald, Phyllis Seibert, Helen
Just, Joy Kiefer, Judy Stoltenberg, Marie Mortensen, Diane Sellers, and Shelley Clay. Barbara Fountain will
debut on October 27, Vicki Marthaler on November 10 and Jan Hoffmann on November 24. Sallie Weber and
Irene Syvertson are also on deck for 2021 ! Each woman sharing shares in her own words, her own way. Our
prayer is that anyone watching will receive encouragement, comfort and even inspiration to grow in faith and
awareness of the Presence of Emmanuel, God with Us.
If you have any questions at all about finding these videos, please give us a holler!
*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+
School supplies that were collected this year have been donated to I.A.M. Thank you for your support.
+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+

A WELCA SERVANT HIGHLIGHT
This month we highlight those women who have gone before us as we prepare to celebrate All Saints Day.
In loving memory we remember:
Cheryl Fangmann
Dorothy Hall
Carol Lytle
Mathilde “Millie” Poppendick
Ursula Zahn
We also hold up our Grace Women who have said goodbye to loved ones as well:
Patricia Murtha on the death of husband, Val
Carol Ontko on the death of husband, Ron
Alice Copeland on the death of husband, Joe
Sandy Jardot on the death of husband, Joe
“For all the saints, who from their labors rest,”
May the Lord bless and keep them and may perpetual Light shine upon them.
For us who continue to walk in the Light and Grace of God,
may we remember that Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life and even though we walk through the valley of
the shadow, we fear no evil, for Jesus, our Good Shepherd is with us.
May His Presence be our comfort and our strength.
+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+
Grace’s Annual Christmas Tea
Covid is again challenging us to create our annual Christmas Tea in a new version.
We will keep you posted……..
+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+
Circle Tidbits
Rachel Circle: This is our Circle that meets in the evening. Lynne Wenz, chair. Looking for more members!
Dorcas Circle: This Circle meets at a nursing home so all meetings are on Covid Hold.
Sarah Circle: This Circle Zoom meets on the third Thursday. Judy Stoltenberg, Chair.
Call if you are interested in zooming!
Naomi Circle: Four members of Naomi Circle met socially distanced in Stull Hall this month!
Leah Circle: On Covid Hold
Maria Circle: Prayers continue for each other and the world during these Covid Days
Prayer Shawlers: Handing out prayer shawls following our drive-through communions.
Have supplied 27 baby blankets to Pregnancy Center; 52 shawls to The Storehouse;
27 shawls to Stephens Ministers; Ruth Klug asking for Prayer Squares for Homeless bags!
+*+*+**+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*
Please start your day, begin your devotions, or open your meeting with the Women of the ELCA Purpose Statement:

As a community of women created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and
promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society and the world.

