
 
 

 
Grace Lutheran Church, ELCA  
1245 6th Ave. W., Hendersonville NC 28739 
gracehendersonville.com / pr@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 

July 2020 

Mission Statement: We believe that God in 
Christ is central to all life and we WORSHIP 
him through TELLING his story, GROWING in 
faith, SUPPORTING each other, and 
CARING for his world. 

Purpose: 
Transforming 
Lives 
Through 
Christ. 

Core Values:  
� Being a nurturing family of faith  
� Growing faith in God the Father, Son & Holy Spirit 
� Serving others with the heart of Jesus 
� Seeking unity in Christ 
� Embracing people seeking Christ 
� Welcoming cross-cultural, Cross+Generational 

 

Grace Youth Ministry 
Dir. of Youth & Young Adult Ministry: Anne Monroe – amonroe@gracehendersonville.com /  
828-693-4890 x309 
 

2020 Grace Graduation Milestone Celebrated 

We give thanks to God for our graduates and the opportunity to celebrate this milestone in their 
lives. Each high school senior is given a personalized handmade quilt lovingly made by our 
quilting ministry. The milestone was celebrated differently this year by an outside social distance 
blessing led by pastors and Anne during COVID-19. We rejoice with our families upon 
completion of this milestone. Listed below are the graduates who responded to the information 
request form.  
 

High School 
Graduate 

School Graduation Plans Parents/Grandparents or 
Guardians 

Kevin Brandon 
Colin-Solano 

North 
Henderson 
High School 

Attending Blue Ridge Community 
College 

Maribel and Moises; 
Grandparents Bricia and 
Eliel 

Maxwell 
Morava 

East Henderson 
High School 

Attending University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill 

Mary and Adrian Morava; 
Grandparents Judy and 
Ed Lichtenhagen 

Dean Patrick 
Wheless 

East Henderson 
High School 

Attending University of North 
Carolina at Asheville to study art 
and teaching 

Caroline and Michael 
Ericksen 

Helena Wheless 
East Henderson 
High School 

Attending University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro in the 
School of Dance and the 
International Honors College 
studying dance education 

Caroline and Michael 
Ericksen 

Walter Wingard 
East Henderson 
High School 

Attending North Carolina State 
University to study computer 
science Jill and Dan Wingard 

Elise Trexler 

West 
Henderson 
High School 

Attending University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill to study 
journalism 

Katherine Van Horne and 
Jonathan Trexler 

mailto:amonroe@gracehendersonville.com
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*Thank you to our Grace Quilters who put their time, love and hard work 
into making beautiful quilts for our High School Graduates! 

    College 
Graduate 

School Graduation Plans Parents or Guardians 

Andrew Ross 
Bumgarner 

Appalachian 
State University 

Working for Bright Planet Solar 
Company 

Cathy and Burton 
Bumgarner; Grandmother 
Peachy Brady 

Cecile 
Fountain-
Jardim 

Columbia 
School of 
Chicago  

TV Production  Karen Fountain and 
Thomas Jardim; 
Grandmother Barbara 
Fountain 

Sharon 
Zaragoza 
Solano 

Gardner-Webb 
University 

Graduate School at East 
Carolina University, Basic Law 
Enforcement Training at Blue 
Ridge Community College 

Jenny Solano & Javier 
Zaragoza; Grandparents 
Bertha and Salatiel 
Solano 
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Message from Senior Pastor Greg Williams 

Pastor Greg Williams – gwilliams@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x307 
 
How Long, O Lord? 
 

That’s a question etched deep into many minds these days. How long do we 
have to stay home? How long must I wear a mask anytime I leave my home? 
How long until we can gather again for in-person worship? How long will this 
pandemic continue? How long will these protests continue? How long until 
we can have a wedding/baptism/funeral at church? 
 

The disciples peppered Jesus with a similar question: “Tell us, when will this be 
and what will be the sign that all these things are about to be accomplished?” (Mk.13:4) They 
are referring to Jesus' prophecy about the end of the age, referring to the great buildings on 
the temple mount in Jerusalem “Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown 
down.” (Mk. 13:2) 
 

Jesus continues with the “little apocalypse” to the end of chapter 13. Jesus names several signs: 
false prophets claiming to come in Jesus’ name; wars & rumors of wars; persecution and trials 
by government leaders; the desolating sacrifice on the altar in the temple (a pig); signs in the 
heavens; and finally “...they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and 
glory.” (Mk.13:26) 
 

No doubt, the disciples were on the edge of their seats listening. They wanted to be certain to 
get the day and time correct in their calendars. Jesus says there is no date for their calendars: 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come.” (Mk. 13:32f) 
 

Jesus can’t reveal a date and time for their calendars, instead - and this is key for us today - 
Jesus gives them a parable to live by. The owner of the house goes on a journey and charges 
his servants to take care of his affairs until he returns. Jesus addresses the twist of the parable to 
his followers: “Therefore, keep awake - for you do not know when the master of the house will 
come … or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say 
to all: Keep awake.” (Mk. 13:35ff) 
 

During this time of waiting, wondering, yearning for an end, we too must remain faithful to our 
call to love God and love our neighbor. We are called to creativity and persistence in faithfully 
being about our Lord’s affairs: caring for the poor, the widow, the orphan; being a light to 
people in darkness; bringing hope to the hopeless; proclaiming and embodying the presence 
of God’s kingdom here and now in the midst of these times. 
 

We can do these difficult tasks - not by our own strength or might or will - but as Jesus 
counseled, by reading the signs, listening to the Holy Spirit, and stepping out to bring God’s 
kingdom to life now. The world, our nation, and our community need the healing work that the 
Body of Christ … the Church … you and I are sent to be about. Whether or not this is the time 
Jesus returns, let us not be found asleep but fulfilling our calling faithfully.  
 
Pastor Greg 
 
 

 
  

mailto:gwilliams@gracehendersonville.com
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Children & Family Ministry 
Dir. of Children & Family Ministry: Jill Wingard – jwingard@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x344 
 
 

 
 

This is your invitation to join our Vacation Bible School this summer. We won't be able to meet in 
one place. So, the Grace Lutheran, St James Episcopal, and Trinity Presbyterian Churches 
created a virtual VBS that your family can experience at home.  
 

This year's "ReNew" VBS focuses on the Parable of the Sower. The theme for the week is Grow in 
Faith, Have Fun, Change the World. Together our churches created a 5-day series of fun and 
educational videos for our kids to deepen their spirituality.  
 

Even though ReNew VBS was released on June 15, you can still get in on the fun if you missed 
our first registration. Please email me at jwingard@gracehendersonville.com in order to have the 
YouTube link emailed to you. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact me!  
 

Jill Wingard 

 
Spotlight on Social Ministry 

2020 Hendersonville Rescue Mission Liaison Report 
 

The Hendersonville Rescue Mission (HRM) has been operating during the pandemic with 
heightened standards of sanitation and social distancing that correspond to the local and state 
mandates. Even during the shelter-in-place order, the HRM has not closed essential services of 
food and shelter and has been open every day. 

Most volunteer activity has been suspended since the state guidance classifies homeless 
shelters as long-term living facilities. HRM has temporarily restricted visitation for the safety of 
guests, volunteers and staff. 

Normally, both men and women’s shelters have 
functioned as emergency overnight shelters. 
Since March 16th, they have essentially been 24-
hour shelters where guests may stay safely inside. 
Daily meal services have been divided to allow 
feeding only shelter guests inside the dining room. 
HRM has been providing meals to the public in a 
‘to-go’ status with curbside service. As always, 
HRM continues to provide three meals a day to 
anyone who is hungry. 
Many to-go meals have been served to people 

who have never been seen before at HRM. These difficult economic times have sent people to 
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HRM for help who would normally not need to come for meals. 

HRM has been able to partner with Blue Ridge Community Health Services (BRCHS) to provide 
access to healthcare by telehealth appointments, including behavioral and mental health 
services to guests. 

BRCHS operates the Good Samaritan Clinic which has provided Covid-19 tests to every guest 
and staff member of HRM. This testing has allowed HRM to continue to check people into the 
shelter. Pardee Hospital has been discharging homeless patients to HRM with negative test 
results as well. So far, HRM has had no one living or working at the Mission who has tested 
positive. 

Renovation of the Gospel Warehouse at the Seventh Avenue site has continued with the 
projected completion date for the newly expanded Day Center by the middle of June. 
Plans to gradually reopen all of our services, including the clothing closet, are still under 
discussion as HRM staff try to discern what is wise and safe in light of the different phases of 
reopening set forth by the Governor’s orders. 

Thank you for your continued prayers, encouragement and support. 

Submitted by Becky Schmidt, HRM Liaison 
 

 
Rescue Mission Food Drive, July 20-24 

 
During this Covid-19 pandemic, your support of the Hendersonville Rescue Mission is vital to the 
homeless of our community! As you can imagine, the summer months are never easy - 
especially now. Beginning on Monday, July 20 through Friday, July 24, you are invited to 
participate in the annual food drive, sponsored by the Social Ministry Committee, by dropping 
off food and pantry needs as well as toiletries between 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. under the church 
portico (large size non-perishables are always appreciated). If you prefer to give a monetary 
donation to help purchase hamburger meat and hotdogs for summer cookouts or to-go meals 
at the Mission, make your check payable to “Grace Lutheran Church” and indicate “Rescue 
Mission” in the memo section. Please give generously to help re-supply the Rescue Mission food 
pantry this summer. “Then Jesus declared, I am the bread of life.  Whoever comes to me will 
never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never thirst.”--John 6:35 
 
Specific Needs: 
 

Canned Meats: stew beef, ham, chicken or beef broth & gravy 
Canned Vegetables: collard greens, whole kernel corn, peas, mixed vegetables, beans – green, 
lima, pork, pinto, kidney, cream of chicken/mushroom soup, spaghetti sauces 
Breakfast: Quaker Quick Grits, apple juice 
Beverages: bottled water, large ground coffee (decaffeinated too) 
Other: hamburger patties, hot dogs and buns, rice, wide egg/elbow/or spaghetti noodles, 
instant potatoes, hot sauce, ketchup, sugar, creamer, salad dressing 
Toiletries: (Men & Women): deodorant, large size shampoo and conditioner, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, hair brushes, combs, razors, shaving cream 
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Spotlight on Social Ministry 
Pisgah Legal Services 

 
Navigating Hard Times Is What We Do Best 
A Message from Jim Barrett, Pisgah Legal Services Executive Director 
 

In almost four decades at Pisgah Legal Services, a nonprofit that provides free, civil legal aid to 
people living in poverty in Western North Carolina, I’ve witnessed a great deal, both good times 
and bad. These times, as we all know, are extraordinary.  
 
We restate our commitment to stand for justice and dignity for all. Our mission is to pursue justice 
and improve the lives of low-income people in WNC. We continue to fight and advocate to 
improve the lives of our most vulnerable neighbors, including pushing for Medicaid expansion in 
NC. We are working hard to address the hardships folks are facing that are made worse by this 
pandemic.  
 
This is what we do best: help people through economic crisis, manage mounting debts, avoid 
unfair foreclosures and evictions, escape domestic violence and secure health care which is 
needed now more than ever. Providing free civil legal aid to local people now will make a world 
of difference in their lives years from now.   
  
Our resilient staff seamlessly transitioned to work remotely. They have cross-trained to learn new 
skills and areas of the law in order to meet needs. We added online applications to our website, 
technology that has been invaluable. We’ve expanded to Avery, Jackson, Macon, Mitchell and 
Yancey counties so more people in our region have access to these critical services.  
 
What keeps me up at night is knowing that we must do more; thousands more need our help. As 
the courts hear more cases and eviction protections are lifted, we are bracing for a flood of 
clients who are facing homelessness. Domestic violence is increasing, and millions are without 
jobs. The economy will not rebound fully until we have a cure or vaccine for the coronavirus. This 
a marathon, not a sprint. The needs are immediate, but the impacts will also be long lasting. We 
appreciate Grace Lutheran’s support and look forward to continuing to stand for justice 
alongside Pisgah Legal Services. 
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A Message from Our President: Vicki Marthaler 
I will wait.... 
 

"Therefore be patient until the coming of the Lord.  
 See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth,  
waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rains.   
You also be patient.  Establish your hearts for the coming of  
the Lord is at hand."  James 5:7-8 
 

A petition from a prayer found in "God's Minute" for June 1: 
"…Keep us calm while all about us is turbulent.   
Keep us patient when conditions are most trying…." 
 

A quote from devotional book, "Jesus Calling:"  (to be read as if 
Jesus were speaking) 
"…I am involved in each moment of your life....Because the world 
is in a fallen condition, things always seem to be unraveling 
around the edges.  Expect to find trouble this day...As you trudge through the sludge of this 
fallen world, keep your mind in heavenly places with Me." 
 

Patience.  Trudging.  Waiting.  Unraveling.  Turbulent. Trying times.  Troubles. 
I get tired just reading these excerpts.  I am weary.  
The turbulence and daily troubles weigh on my mind, my heart and my body.  
I need renewal, refreshment and hope.  A good, good dose of hope. 
And so I wait.  Standing in the need of prayer. 
I wait.  
I wait on the Lord, Who never slumbers nor sleeps. 
I wait on the Lord, Maker of heaven and earth. 
I wait on the Lord, Who knows me and my frame and remembers that I am but dust. 
I wait on the Lord, Who is always with me, an Abiding God. 
I wait on the Lord, Who calls me by name for I am His. 
I wait on the Lord, Who is a Promise Maker and a Promise Keeper. 
 

I am not forsaken, nor abandoned. 
I am treasured and sought after. 
I will not be afraid. 
I will wait.  I will be patient. 
I believe in the love of God and in His mercy and His grace. 
 

Heavenly Father, Descend with Your host of ministering angels to this hurting, struggling 
world.  Blanket this world with Your peace.  Attend to us all and raise up, in every nation, 
Peacemakers who will go the distance.  Thank You for Your faithfulness.  Be ever near.  In Jesus' 
Name, Amen. 
 

 
 

 

For additional information about this and other ministries of the Women of the ELCA,  
see the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or contact our president, Vicki Marthaler (218-849-5683). 

  

Invite a new member    

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/8811807316994234080/2855505089364129141
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Longing for the Past 
 

Moses has led the Israelites from their enslavement in Egypt into the wilderness on their journey 
to the Promised Land. Safe from the pursuing Egyptians and in the middle of nowhere, reality 
sets in. This is no short or easy journey. They grow impatient. They grow dissatisfied. God is 
providing them with manna for daily food. They gripe and complain: 4The rabble among them 
had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and said, “If only we had meat to eat! 
5We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the 
leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 6but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but 
this manna to look at.” (Num. 11:4-6) 
 

The people complain again in Numbers 14:2-4,after the spies returned from Canaan doubting 
the Israelites can defeat the inhabitants. 2And all the Israelites complained against Moses and 
Aaron; the whole congregation said to them, “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or 
would that we had died in this wilderness! 3Why is the Lord bringing us into this land to fall by the 
sword? Our wives and our little ones will become booty; would it not be better for us to go back 
to Egypt?” 4So they said to one another, “Let us choose a captain, and go back to Egypt.” 
 

The Israelites remember the food fondly but they have conveniently forgotten the whips of the 
slave taskmasters and the demands of their labors. They long for a past that has been idealized 
in their minds. It is a past that, for them, no longer exists. God is leading them into a new future 
for their well-being as God’s people. 
 

I grieve the loss of gathering in-person for worship and so many other ministries. I grieve the 
freedom to shake hands, to hug, to gather, and to eat with my church family. Until there is an 
effective vaccine with everyone vaccinated, this “pre-COVID” world I miss no longer exists. 
 

Our present is different; our future will be different. This means, whenever we can begin re-
gathering for worship, it will be different. Based on planning by our Re-Opening Task Force, here 
are a few differences that you can expect. Each is designed to minimize the risk of infection 
from COVID-19. 
 

+ Temperature check: It is not a perfect measure, but it is a standard protocol. If your 
temperature is 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher, you will be asked to return home. 
+ Masks will be required: Wearing a mask is proven to lessen the risk of sharing infection 
because it limits the spread of moisture droplets whenever you speak. 
+ Physical distancing: Keeping at least 6 feet apart is effective in lessening the spread because 
you are farther apart than moisture droplets typically travel in normal conversation - especially 
when wearing a mask. 
+ Attendance will be recorded: The name and an email address for each household attending 
will be recorded. This will enable us to promptly assist public health officials with contact tracing 
should anyone attending be infected with COVID-19. This is part of being good neighbors and 
good citizens. 
+ Shorter worship services: The risk of spreading COVID-19 increases the longer people are 
gathered - even with distancing and circulating air. 
+ No Congregational singing: Singing projects aerosolized droplets farther because of the deep 
breaths and louder voices when we sing. Also, it is not very comfortable to sing while wearing a 
mask. 
+ No fellowship time: The longer people are gathered together and the closer their proximity, 
the greater the risk of infection. The aerosolized droplets can float in the air and over time the 
amount increases which increases the risk of infection. 
 

Yes, we all yearn for worship experiences like we remember. For the foreseeable future, 
because we love and care for our neighbors (many of whom at Grace are over 65 and have 
additional health concerns) in-person worship will be different. COVID-19 is here and we cannot 
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reverse the clock; rather we adapt to faithfully continue the ministry to which God calls us at 
Grace. 
 

Pastor Greg 
 

Personal Worship Attendance Checklist 
 
Whenever Grace is able to begin re-gathering for in-person worship, this personal checklist may 
help YOU determine if the time is right for YOU to return to worship or continue to worship online. 
The checklist comes from the Humanitarian Disaster Institute, a faith-based academic disaster 
research center at Wheaton College. 
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Birthdays 
 
Margaret Korner 7/1 
DaLora Trumann 7/1 
Vickie Nelson 7/2 
Robert Frederick 7/3 
Ronald Monroe 7/4 
Debra Sanders 7/4 
Penni Winch 7/4 
Walter Wingard 7/4 
Allan Huffman 7/5 
James Fisher 7/6 
Dennis Gough 7/6 
Kathy Boland 7/7 
Betsy Bradley 7/7 
Nicholas Owens 7/7 
Sandra Brust 7/8 
Jane Rose 7/8 
Harold Johnson 7/9 
Pamala Wingrove 7/9 
Beth Carver 7/10 
Keith Greene 7/10 
Cora Heilemann 7/10 
Joe Dixon 7/11 
  
Barbara Koch 7/11 

Vera Wynne 7/11 
Jen Heilemann 7/12 
Flaughn Lamb 7/12 
Brent Owen 7/12 
Matthew Samotis 7/12 
Thomas Kasischke 7/13 
Linda Koos 7/13 
Barbara Kurdelmeier 7/13 
Bridget Monroe 7/13 
James Shaw 7/13 
Terry Andersen 7/14 
Theresa D'Avanzo 7/14 
Happy Gibson 7/14 
Barbara Parrish 7/14 
Laurian Richards 7/14 
Emmy Tody 7/16 
Anthony Yannuzzi 7/16 
Suzanne Davis 7/18 
Keegan Geiler 7/18 
Micah Haack 7/18 
Evan Langsdorf 7/18 
Nadine Langsdorf 7/18 
Carter Wingrove 7/18 

Sandra Harrison 7/19 
Shirley Howard 7/19 
Mary Claire McCarthy 7/21 
Erin Moore 7/21 
Maria Almert 7/23 
Skip Andersen 7/23 
Andy Pytel 7/24 
George Kiefer 7/25 
Sallie Weber 7/25 
Stephanie Guest 7/26 
Einar Syvertson 7/26 
Allie Hagstrom 7/27 
Jenna Patterson 7/27 
Phil Rymer 7/27 
Saundra Davis 7/28 
Blanche Dejmal 7/28 
Darla Krause 7/28 
Richard Luy 7/28 
Helen Just 7/29 
Ronald Korner 7/29 
Jan Leavitt 7/29 
Phyllis Vogt 7/30 

 
Anniversaries 

 
Bill & Jan Butz 7/1/1967 
Ed & Robin McIntosh 7/1/1995 
Salatiel & Bertha Solano 7/1/1974 
Dennis & Lynn Royal 7/4/1981 
Joe & Lynda Martinez 7/8/1967 
David & Marilyn Pigors 7/8/1972 
Moises & Maribel Colin 7/10/1996 
Steve & Sue Buman 7/12/2003 
Steve & Heather Brown 7/17/1999 
Bernie & Kristy Sochia 7/19/1997 
Jim & Suzie Stockman 7/19/1957 
Bob & Bea Funk 7/23/1977 
Ross & Jovanna Porter 7/23/1977 

Jason & Jen Heilemann 7/24/2010 
Ted & Sandra Lawshe 7/24/1953 
Joe & Judy Prasil 7/25/1980 
Nick & Lily Hinshaw 7/26/2014 
Adrian & Miriam Clark 7/27/2002 
Steve & Leslie Owens 7/29/2000 
Eddie & Kelly Spangler 7/29/1989 
David & Kelly Beaty 7/30/1988 
Lot & Amparo Acosta 7/31/1999 
Tony & Peggy Bumgarner 7/31/1982 
Chuck & Shelley Clay 7/31/1971 
Rick & Carol Honeycutt 7/31/1976 
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Council Update - June 14 Meeting 
 
+ Approved expenditures to replace 5 laptop computers; replace HVAC unit for office area; 
purchase equipment for video recording and live streaming. 
+ Strategic Plan Updates: Pro MediaFire has been contracted to create a new website and 
advise on strategic use of social media for outreach. Arranging to provide budgeted funds to 
the school at Anastasis Baptist Church of Durango, Mexico. 
+ Financial Update: Giving to the General Fund is about $48,000 more than at this point last year 
and above expenses. Capital Fund receipts are less than budgeted. All budgeted Social 
Ministry and Mission Support funds for this point in the year have been paid. 
+ Regretfully accepted the resignation of Delia Jovel as Director of Gifts Ministry. 
+ Next scheduled meeting is Aug. 9. A called meeting will be held before June 30 to consider 
the Re-Opening Task Force's recommendations regarding in-person ministry events at Grace. 
 

THANK YOU Delia! 
 

The Council, staff, and congregation deeply appreciates the faithful 
ministry of Delia as our Director of Gifts Ministry. Though her tenure was just 
over than a year, her faith, passion, and joy in serving at Grace were 
evident. Delia strengthened our bilingual communications and ministry 
connections with our Hispanic neighbors and agencies. We rejoice that 
Delia and Valentina will continue active involvement at Grace as 
members. 
 
 

1245 6th Ave W 
Hendersonville NC 28739 
***Return Service Requested*** 


