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Please start your day, begin your devotions, or open your meeting with the Women of the ELCA Purpose Statement:

As a community of women created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and
promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society and the world.

“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” (Hymn No. 712)
(Vicki Marthaler, President of Grace Women of the ELCA)

Congregationalist Minister Alfred F. Bayly of Sussex England was 62 years old in 1961 when he penned the
words to the hymn, “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service.” Its verses remind us of who we are, Whose we are
and what we are to be about. The second verse:
“Still Your children wander homeless, still the hungry cry for bread.
Still the captives long for freedom, still in grief we mourn our dead….
At the September General Meeting of the Women of Grace, Lori Vaccaro of On Eagles Wings Ministry spoke to
us openly and honestly about the growing darkness of child sex trafficking in our beautiful state of North
Carolina. Those in attendance were shaken to the core to hear of children as young as three years old being
groomed for a growing market of those with a sexual appetite for children. Some talking points shared are:
 300,000 children are sold every year; 8,000 are rescued.
 97% of the children are girls but the number of boys is growing.
 The average age of an American child sold into sex slavery is 10-13 years.
 Drug Trafficking is the #1 criminal activity in the US with Child Sex Trafficking a close second and
threatening to take the lead.
 Charlotte, NC, is included in the Top Ten US Cities known for Child Sex Trafficking
 A child used for sex has a life expectancy “in the business” of seven years.
 20% of the children are abducted; 40% sold by family; 40% “boyfriended” or lured in
 2007 a safe home was established in Asheville to care for rescued girls. Since that time, Hope House
has served over 350 girls. Today there are two Hope Houses in the Carolinas, each caring for six girls at
a time. In 2019, 67 girls were turned away because “there was no room in the inn.”
To learn more of On Eagles Wings Ministry go to www.oewHOPE.org. Hope House is the only nationally
accredited Safe House for minor girls in the Carolinas. You can also shop for products made by the recovering
girls at FieldsofHopeUSA.com. (lotions, soaps, candles even customizing for special events)
The Hope House invited us to share in the “My Favorite Recipe Ministry.” The invitation was given to share a
recipe and then supply the ingredients so the girls at Hope House can learn how to cook the meal or bake the
item. The girls plan their meals, prepare them and clean up (of course.) The Women of Grace were very
generous and their over-the-top response to the invitations produced over 80 gift-bagged recipes with
ingredients (and gift cards to buy the perishable ingredients!) See picture on the other side.
The speaker was overwhelmed and a heart-felt thank you go out to all who took part.
“…As You, Lord, in deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul
By Your Spirit send Your power to our world to make it whole.”

Congratulations!
Election results for Vice President and Secretary
for Grace Women were:
Shelley Clay for Vice President
Chira Kirkland for Secretary
They will be installed at the December 7th meeting
and serve for a two year term. Thank you, Shelley
and Chira (pronounced “Shy-ra”) for your
willingness to serve the Women of Grace.
Naomi Circle invites all Circle members AND
non-members to their meeting on
Tuesday, November 5, 2019
that begins at 9:30am
at Grace Lutheran Church.
Alyce Knaflich was a destitute, homeless veteran
for ten years. She struggled with health issues
until she maneuvered through the VA system
and began receiving money for a service
connected disability. Alyce’s passion for helping
other homeless women veterans lead her to
become the founder/director of Aura Home in
Asheville. Aura Home provides temporary
housing and services to homeless women vets.
October is all about SOAP!
Soap, soap, soap, soap…
Soap bars (regular size, not travel size)
are being collected for Lutheran World
Relief the month of October. There will
be a tub in the foyer so please bring bars
and bars of soap!
Wanted: Newsletter Editor! A big thanks to Mary
Jones for all the newsletters she has put together for
us. Mary has now retired from her “editorship” and
we are in need of someone interested in keeping us
informed! Please contact Vicki Marthaler for further
information. vicki.marthaler@gmail.com or 218—
849-5683 or, I attend the 9:45am service. 

Save the Date: Women of Grace’s Christmas Tea,
Saturday, December 7, 2019, 2:00 pm
Plan on attending! The theme this year is “Angels!”

Thank you to every person who supplied a gift bag with a
recipe and ingredients for Hope House. Also sent from
Grace were prayers shawls, scarves, quilts and
cookbooks.
Pictured are speaker Lori Vacarro, Barb Koch, Lynne Wenz, Joan Florine
and Rhoda Hargrave of the Mission Growth Committee

Sunday, October 20
The Women of Grace’s Thankoffering Sunday
Pastor Shelly Webb will be our guest speaker.
The quilts will decorate the sanctuary and
women of Grace will be greeters, ushers and
communion servers.
The offering received at this Sunday’s services will go
to support the programs and offerings of the Women
of the ELCA. The quilts will be sent to Lutheran
World Relief. Thanks be to God for the dedication
and commitment of the Women of Grace to further
the kingdom through their generous offering of time,
talent and money. Thank you.
From our Vice President Lori Schaefer:
Which are you? The Potter, a Vessel or the Clay?
Over the weekend of September 27-29,
Judy Stoltenberg, Leah Scroggin, Dale Scott and myself
attended a retreat in Blowing Rock offered by our North
Carolina Synod Wide Organization. This fall retreat of the
Women of the ELCA brought 42 women from around the
synod to the beautiful setting of Blowing Rock Conference
Center. We shared Scripture, fellowship and the opportunity
to use clay to make our own creations. We examined the
similarity of potters creating vessels and the work of Christ in
our lives. It was an inspiring time. Thanks be to God!

