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In my dining room hutch, on a prominent shelf,
clearly visible through the glass doors,
is my Grandma Clara's sugar cube jar.
It is quite an intricate piece.
The base and lid are silver.
The glass jar itself is a deep rose red glass with
hand-painted flowers decorating the sides.
Grandma's sugar cube container is old and precious….
and broken.
Yes, not long after I first inherited this keepsake
I bumped it and the glass jar tipped and broke.
I glued it back together but there is a small piece missing.
Once an antique dealer saw it and exclaimed
"Tell me about this piece!" As I opened the hutch I said,
"It was my Grandma's. It broke, but I glued it back together."
As soon as I said that it had broken, the man's face fell. He responded "Oh, it's of no value."
Of no value? I didn't feel that way at all. When I look at that jar, sugar cookies that melt in your
mouth come to mind. I can almost feel Grandma's welcoming, warm arms hugging me tightly and her
many kisses peppering the top of my head. The treasured keepsake may be broken on the outside,
but in my heart it is whole.
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday when we are reminded that “You are but dust and to dust you shall
return.” Lent is a time to reflect upon our dust-made bodies, our limited earthly lives. We come to
realize that we are broken in so many ways, just like my Grandma’s sugar jar. Yet, broken or not, we
are the work of God's good hands and within us He has placed His very own Spirit. Paul writes in 2
Corinthians 4:7 "But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from
God and not from us."
God values you very much. In fact, He sacrificed His Son so that you might live with Him
forever. God loves you and nothing will ever change His love for you. Whatever your
circumstance, whatever your condition – broken or missing pieces – you are of value.
May this Lenten season be a time for every woman of Grace Lutheran to reflect on the gift we have in
Jesus Christ and the fact that He truly has come to redeem our broken lives. Christ’s work of
redemption is why we, Women of Grace, gather together for fellowship, Bible study and service. We
may look or feel broken in so many ways, but in that brokenness Jesus lives and breathes new life
that His love, mercy and grace may flow through us and out into the world that His Kingdom may
indeed come.

2020 Dates
Please put these dates on your 2020 calendar, in your phone, tacked on your frig!
March 13-15 - NC Synod-Wide Spring Retreat in Kure Beach, NC
March 13-15 – Wild Women Weekend at Lutheridge
April 18, Saturday – Grace Lutheran is hosting the Smoky Mountain Conference Spring Gathering!
May 9, Saturday – Grace Lutheran Women’s General Meeting
June 12-14 – North Carolina’s WELCA Annual Gathering at Lenoir Rhyne University in Hickory
October 18, Sunday – Grace Lutheran Women’s Thankoffering Sunday/Blessing of the Quilts
December 5, Saturday – Grace Lutheran Women’s Christmas Tea – A Reading Theater of Christmas
Stories!

It was a very Good Day!
(see pictures on next page!)
Over 30 women of the Smoky Mountain Conference attended the One Day
Retreat in February held at Trinity View in Arden, NC.
Through a Bible Study we discussed the challenges and the strategies of
aging, Palliative Care and Hospice information was presented by Betsie
Letterle of Four Seasons Palliative & Hospice Care and no-sew fleece blankets
were made to be distributed to Hospice and other care facilities. We were not
only reminded of our dust-made bodies, but also celebrated the eternal love
of God our Heavenly Father Who sent His only Son to be present to us in our
earthly journey and has given us the promise of a heavenly home! Alleluia!
Please continue to collect pop-tops for the young boy in Cherokee. They do make a
difference! Living Waters Lutheran Church of Cherokee also has a program for “Walk-Ins” that
your circle may consider taking on as a project. It involves donating book bags that are then
filled with easy open items like granola bars, crackers, peanut butter, individual cereals, pop
tarts and other non-perishable items as well as personal hygiene items. These book bags are
given to walkers who come to seek relief. In the month of December, the church handed out
17 filled book bags.

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+
Looking for encouraging, faith-building stories from our Grace Women.
As you gather in your circles, your work groups, your worship times, your choir
practices, your serving opportunities, your fellowship-sitting-‘round-the-tablechatting times, gather a story or two and send it my way. We are to be a
proclaiming people! Let us proclaim! vicki.marthaler@gmail.com

Smoky Mountain Conference One-Day Retreat at Trinity View, Feb 2020

CHALLENGES IN AGING

STRATEGIES FOR AGING

TOGETHER
IS BETTER!

Barbara Fountain…...Leah Scroggin, Rita Archis, Someone from another church…..….Vicki Marthaler & Kathy Stancar

OUR BOLD PURPOSE STATEMENT
Please start your day, begin your devotions, or open your meeting with
the Women of the ELCA Purpose Statement:

As a community of women created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and
promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society and the world.
*^*^*^*^*^*^*^**^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*
Wanted: Women to Make a WELCA Banner
Grace Lutheran has the pattern and material to make a banner of the WELCA logo (see above – the cross
with the water lily). Now hands are needed to cut, sew, glue, put together this banner so it can be used at
our WELCA meetings. It would be nice to have it ready by April 18 when we host the Smoky Conference
Meeting. Interested? Please call Vicki Marthaler – 218 849 5683 or vicki.marthaler@gmail.com
*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^

Our Grace Unit has a new look on the Grace Lutheran Church website! Please take a few
minutes to check it out and share your feedback with Vicki Marthaler or Administrative
Assistant Jolie Herman.
Go to: www.gracehendersonville.com
Click on “Ministries” on the home page.
Scroll down to the very last (but not least!) offering: Women of the ELCA (WELCA)
Click on “Women of the ELCA (WELCA)
On our page there is a welcome from me, the President, followed by various items of
information about the women of the church including our circles. Our newsletters since
October 2019 are also included and then followed by an album of pictures of our Grace-filled,
Faith-full, Jesus-loving women!
This website is a work in progress so we welcome your suggestions and comments.
+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+

Mission Action Women in Action!
Thank you, Ila Coble, Judy Smith, Louise Larsen, Janet Harms, Diane Butler
and Carol Honeycutt (taking the picture)

In Memoriam
+ Val Murtha (D.2/22/2020) +
Heavenly Father, thank You for the gift of this sister in Christ who has shared with us in the
work of Your kingdom. Grant her rest from her labors and may eternal Light shine on her.
Amen.

