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Advent Worship
Advent begins Sunday, Dec. 3. Wednesday evening Advent worship
begins Dec. 6. A meal will be served each week, 4:45 - 5:30 p.m. No
charge but free will offering requested. Worship begins at 6 p.m.
Themes are:




Dec. 6 – a Mexican Advent tradition called Posada – a service
that reminds us of the hope Mary and Joseph experienced
seeking a place to stay in Bethlehem.
Dec. 13 – Holden Evening Prayer.
Dec. 20 – Advent worship around a beautiful map of the universe.

What are Chrismons?
Chrismons are Christmas
decorations with Christian symbols
on them. They help us remember
that Christmas is the celebration of
Jesus' birthday. They are often used
on Christmas trees in churches and
Christians homes. Chrismons are
traditionally colored white and gold.
White is the liturgical (or Church)
color for Christmas and symbolizes
that Jesus was pure and perfect.
Gold symbolizes His Majesty and
Glory. Chrismons can be made from
nearly anything, but paper and
embroidered ones are the most widely used.

Attention Grace College Students – Let’s Meet for Lunch!
End of Semester Lunch: Welcome home for Winter Break! If you are back in
Hendersonville after exams and a long semester, join us for a Grace college
student lunch on us at 12:30 p.m., Monday, Dec. 18, at Pita Express. See you
there!

Message from Senior Pastor Greg Williams
Pastor Greg Williams – gwilliams@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x307

Season of Hope
I am writing this the week after another mass shooting, this one at First
Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs, TX. Words fail to express the
heartache, sympathy and – yes – even fear that I feel. Perhaps you
share some or all of these feelings. Yes, fear – if this church, in that tiny
town, was decimated by a person who had a history of domestic
violence and should not have been able to purchase guns, then is any
church, in any town, safe? I do not know the answer to that question. I
know two things. First, Grace has implemented some measures to
improve the security of people who use our facility, endeavoring to balance security with the
call of our faith to welcome anyone whom God sends to us. Second, after these or other
practical measures, I must live faithfully with hope.
An interview I recently heard differentiated between optimism and hope. Optimism is passive
and draining over time. Hope is active and lifegiving. Christians are a people of hope. Hope is a
focal point during Advent.
When God had expended several hundred years trying to restore people to relationship with
God, and people were weary, the hope of a Messiah sustained them. In the midst of the
desolation of exile, prophets announced God’s future for them and proclaimed hope. (See
Jeremiah 29:10-14)
Here are elements of hope I see entering Advent:
Together we have discerned a new long range plan for ministry. We have begun following
Christ into that future.
On the four Sundays in Advent we will read prophets who announced hope to devastated
people in their day even as God was also pointing to the hope the Messiah would bring.
(Isaiah 64:1-9; Isaiah 40:1-11; Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16)
On Wednesday, Dec. 6, Advent worship will be a Posada. That service reminds us of the
hope Mary and Joseph experienced seeking a place to stay in Bethlehem. It is a witness to
the hope in our growing cross+cultural congregation.
On Wednesday, Dec. 13, Advent worship will be Holden Evening Prayer. As we sing Mary’s
Song, we sing of hope that in Christ, God is acting to lift up the lowly and oppressed.
On Wednesday, Dec. 20, Advent worship will gather around a beautiful map of the universe.
The readings, songs and quiet prayer time will help us experience the presence of the hope
for all God’s created universe – Jesus.
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day worship is also about the hope in whom we find life
abundant and life eternal – Jesus.
We are a people of hope for we follow a living God who is active in our world bringing about
God’s good and gracious will – even in the midst of this world’s brokenness. Thanks be to God!
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Reflections from Pastor Alfredo Oviedo
Pastor Alfredo Oviedo – aoviedo@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x331

Social Justice
“But let justice run down like water, and righteousness like a mighty stream.”
~Amos 5:24 (NKJ)
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”
~Matthew 5:6 (NRSV)

I would like to share a new sacred experiment at Grace. The provisional title
is Grace Social Justice Ministry.
Grace Social Justice Ministry is distinctive in its role to raise awareness,
provide educational opportunities and concrete timely actions in matters of
social justice, and in terms of systemic structures impacting distribution of wealth, opportunities and
privileges within society. We focus on service to our neighbors in matters of affirmation of their dignity
and dismantling social structures, both ecclesiastical and non-ecclesiastical, that promote systemic
injustice. We partner with national and synodical expressions of the Church, ecumenical friends and
local organizations committed to our mission.
There are plenty of biblical, theological and Lutheran foundations for a Ministry of Social Justice at
Grace. God’s self-revelation portrays justice as God’s central attribute in classical Jewish-Christian
traditions. The whole point of the Jewish Torah (Law) is a call to holiness and justice for God’s people.
Christian traditions, including Lutherans, for the most have ignored the public social dimension of
justice by translating the words Tzedeqah (Hb.) and dikaiousune (Gk.) as righteousness instead of
justice, and because historically, for the most, we have benefited from social contracts and projects
of nations based on injustice and exploitation of others.
For all church members, the liturgy for the Affirmation of Baptism describes the faith practices that
grow out of our baptism (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, page 236). We are to “...live among God’s
faithful people; hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper; proclaim the good news of
God in Christ through word and deed; serve all people following the example of Jesus; and strive for
justice and peace in all the earth.” We respond: We do, and ask God to help and guide us.
The new Unified Roster is even more clear in thematter of social justice, “Consistent with the faith
and practice of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (Congregation Model Constitution
C9.23) every minister of Word and Service shall: Be rooted in the Word of God, for proclamation and
service; Advocate a prophetic diakonia that commits itself to risk taking and innovative service on
the frontiers of the Church’s outreach, giving particular attention to the suffering places in God’s
world; Speak publicly to the world in solidarity with the poor and oppressed, calling for justice and
proclaiming God’s love for the world, witnessing to the realm of God in the community, the nation
and abroad…” Grace Social Justice Ministry will not engage in politics interpreted as the art and
science aimed to establish and perpetuate systemic and ongoing injustice, whether in the name of
God, civil religion, greed, fear or violence. Rather, it embraces politics in its classical definition as the
art and science of matters of concern to the polis (city, society), to its citizens. All citizens are political
agents and participate in the matters of citizenship even not doing anything considered political per
se. For Christians, it is a matter of what kind of politics we choose to be part of.
Keeping silence when injustice is done to an individual of a social group, though an option, should
not be the choice of Christians, lay and clergy, who have confirmed baptismal promises and done
call promises to work for peace and justice in our world. Confronted with injustice in our daily lives,
pretending we do nothing politically oriented is the worst kind of politics. If you are interested in
Grace Social Justice Ministry, please contact Tim Snyder at sandtsnyder@gmail.com.
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Children & Family Ministry
Dir. of Children & Family Ministry: Jill Wingard – jwingard@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890x344

The Sunday School and KiDD’s club have an amazing opportunity
to make a difference to people across the globe. Two of the four
keys to practicing our faith are Rituals and Traditions and Service.
A Ritual and Tradition of our religion is giving offerings. We have
gone away from this at Grace, and we are going to restart it by
collecting an offering during Sunday School and KiDD’s club.
These offerings will be matched, dollar for dollar, by a generous
member of our Grace congregation. Periodically, the kids will be
asked to choose and vote on an item to purchase from the ELCA
Good Gifts catalog, based on the amount of money that has been collected, to practice
service to others. It is also a wonderful way to start a discussion on our blessings and the things
we take for granted.
I encourage all parents to use this as an opportunity to teach your child(ren) about saving,
spending and giving. If you need some ideas on how to get started, please let me know.
As we enter the Christmas season we have several opportunities to spread Christmas cheer.
Sunday Dec. 10, 1 p.m.: Children’s Ministry will perform “Stars! Angels! Shepherds! Kings!,” a
musical retelling of the Christmas Story. Performance will take place directly after the Grace
Youth Ministry 2nd Sunday lunch. All Children are welcome to be a part of the performance.
Wednesday, Dec. 13: Christmas Caroling at Carolina Village. Meet at church by 3:30 p.m. to
take the bus, or meet the group at Carolina Village by 3:45 p.m. We will meet the Gracious
Living group, visit and sing Christmas carols.
Christmas Eve Worship: Holy Experiment! Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday this year. We have
decided to move the bilingual, family worship service from 5 p.m. to 10 a.m. Traditional
Christmas Eve worship services will be held at 7 and 9 p.m.
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Grace Youth Ministry
Director of Youth Ministry: Anne Monroe – amonroe@gracehendersonville.com / 704-604-3772

“This Changes Everything” High School
Overnight Retreat
Saturday, Jan. 6-Sunday, Jan. 7, 2018,
at GLC



Begin at 6 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 6
(eat dinner before you come) and
finish at 10 a.m. Sunday, Jan. 7
Required for all high school
Gathering participants (8th grade
Mission Trip participants, too) and
adult guides.

High school youth "Messtival" earlier this fall.
Retreat Outline
 Saturday evening: fun group building activities;
“Gathered for Love and Compassion” series; 8:15 a.m. worship planning; sleep.
 Sunday Morning: Warm home-cooked breakfast provided by Grace Members; Youth assist
with 8:15 a.m. worship leadership.

DECEMBER – All Youth (middle and high school)
Wednesdays
Dec. 6: 5 p.m. Advent Dinner
5:30 p.m. MS Small Groups
6-6:45 p.m. Advent Service Leadership
Dec. 13:
3:45 p.m. Caroling at Carolina Village
5 p.m. Advent Dinner
5:30 p.m. MS Small Groups
6-6:45 p.m. Advent Service Leadership

Sundays & Christmas Eve

Dec. 3: After worship … lunch together and Synod video
contest filming
Dec. 10: After 11:15 a.m. worship … SECOND SUNDAY LUNCH.
ALL YOUTH assist! 10:45 a.m. set up!

Dec. 17: Time/Place TBD for Christmas party and caroling
service project
Dec. 24: ALL YOUTH assist with Christmas Eve services

JANUARY – All Youth (middle and high school)
Wednesdays
Jan. 3: MS Youth: “Lord’s Prayer #1-The Greatest Prayer.”
HS Youth: “YOUnique” with Karen-Eve Pfotzer
Jan. 10: MS Youth: “Lord’s Prayer #2-God’s Will and Kingdom”
HS Youth: “YOUnique” with Karen-Eve Pfotzer
Jan. 17: MS Youth: Small Group Outing Night
HS Youth: “YOUnique” with Karen-Eve Pfotzer
Jan. 24: MS Youth: “The Lord’s Praer#3-God Gives and
Forgives”
HS Youth: “YOUnique” with Karen-Eve Pfotzer
Jan. 31: MS Youth: “Lord’s Prayer #4-Temptation, Trial &
Deliverance”
HS Youth: “YOUnique” with Karen-Eve Pfotzer

Sundays
Jan. 6-7: Winter Overnight Retreat
(required for Gathering participants and
adult guides)
Jan. 14: Sunday School, 9:45-10:45 a.m.
Jan. 21: Sunday School, 9:45-10:45 a.m.
Jan. 28: Sunday School, 9:45-10:45 a.m.

*MS=Middle School; HS=High School
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January Wednesday Evening Schedule
5:30-7:15 p.m.-Middle School Youth in Youth Room; 6-7:15 p.m. High School Youth in Library; 7:15-7:30
p.m.-Final 15 w/ parents and youth

Looking Ahead – Important Spring 2018 Dates
Please put the following dates on your calendar for February …
 Jan. 6-7: Winter Overnight Retreat; 8:15 a.m. worship assistants. *Required for Gathering
participants and guides.
 Feb. 4, Souper Bowl Sunday
 Feb. 23-25: NC Lutheran Youth Organization Retreat in Greensboro, NC.
 March 11: March 2nd Sunday Lunch
 April 1: Easter Sunday
 April 15: Youth Sunday and Congregational Lunch

Middle School Confirmation Retreat

In November, 24 youth and adults participated in the annual
Middle School Fall Confirmation Retreat at Lutheridge. The
topic was “Life of Martin Luther and Special 500 th Anniversary
of the Reformation!” Retreat activities included camp fellowship, games and a service project at
Manna Food Bank. We thank Rachel Cummings, Mike Ericksen, Ayman Kaddouri and Heather
Wiggins for their service as small group guides.

NC Synod LYO Registration
Are you a youth or adult guide interested in attending the
annual NC Synod Lutheran Youth Conference in Greensboro
this February? Registration and $40 deposit will be collected at
the information center, 10-11 a.m. and after 11:15 a.m. worship
on Sunday, Dec. 3. Dates for LYO are Feb. 23-25. Total cost for
the weekend conference is $80, which includes hotel, meals,
transportation and an $80 stipend from Grace per participant.

Congratulations to our five youth who celebrated
the Affirmation of Baptism Milestone in October.
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Adult Ministry
Director of Adult Ministry: Sue Filson – sfilson@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x304

NEW: Christian Education Adult Ministry Team – would you like to
be part of a group of people who look at Bible/biblical book
study possibilities for the disciples at Grace and the community?
In January, this group will meet to plan future classes in Grace’s
faith formation. Please contact me if you would like to share in
conversation and implementation of ways to nourish our faith.
Recharge Your Prayer Life! 3-5 p.m., Sun., Jan. 7, 2018, followed
by a simple supper.
I am excited to announce that Father John Rice, a leader in
the Order of St. Luke (OSL), will lead our annual January
workshop with an afternoon of meaningful practices to begin
the new year. Grace member Beth Spencer has been acquainted with Father Rice and his
ministries for several years. She says, “John Rice's quiet, humble presence and his Biblicalbased teachings during our yearly Healing Winds conference have always been inspirational
and a blessing to me. His teaching about generational healing is
followed by a Generational Eucharist. During this time, we give thanks to
God for the family blessings and ask healing for the unhealthy family
traits also passed through generations. He is a person of deep faith and
prayer. He teaches much from his own prayer experiences, often sharing
something about his personal journey and what he has learned.”
Oasis Adult Study 5:45-7 p.m., Jan. 3-Feb. 7, Fellowship Hall. Pastor Ken will
lead us in a Max Lucado DVD discussion series, “Anxious for Nothing.” All
adults are welcome, no registration and no preparation required.
LUNCH and LEARN - Ageless Grace presentation, 12:15 to 2 p.m., Thursday,
Jan 11, 2018; lunch at 12:15, program begins at 1 p.m.

Denise Medved

From the website: “Ageless Grace is a cutting-edge brain fitness
program based on neuroplasticity that activates all five functions of the
brain – analytical, strategic, kinesthetic learning, memory/recall,
creativity and imagination – and simultaneously addresses all 21 physical
skills needed for lifelong optimal function. The program is designed for all
ages and abilities. These exercises, based on everyday movements that
are natural and organic, focus on the healthy longevity of the body and
mind.” We are privileged to have the creator of Ageless Grace, Denise
Medved, share this exciting information with us. Let us strive to
strengthen our faith life through mind and body in this new year.

As always, please share any of the studies, programs and events offered
at Grace with your neighbors, friends and acquaintances. We have much for which to be
thankful, and we want to share the Good News of Christ through all we do at Grace!
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Gifts Ministry
Director of Gifts Ministry: Karen-Eve Pfotzer – kepfotzer@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x316

Connecting volunteers to
meaningful ministries.

Want to volunteer or
have a need to
advertise? Sign up in
lobby to volunteer or
see Karen-Eve Pfotzer
to help you make
meaningful
connections. Submit
volunteer needs by
email before noon on
Monday for the next Sunday bulletin.

Thank you for your Service …










Meals for GYM- Sellers LYFE Group, SALT group,
Quilters, Sallie Staton-Knot & team, Gollups,
Barb & Henry Koch, Nadine & Roger Christensen
Finance Committee Team- Vince Rees,
Myrnelle Wulff, Pam Badin, Rod Hansen
Personnel- Kelly Spangler, Kathy Reinhard
Homeless Students Toiletries - Kay Breems
Thanksgiving Meal- Einar & Irene Syvertsen,
Judy& Joe Prasil
Smart Start- Lita Johnson
Kids Bags- Leah Scroggin
Youthquake helpers- Adrian Clark, Grace
Welch
New Usher- Tony Cruz

Volunteer Needs









Coordinator for 11:15 a.m. service hosts.
Admin process is in place and training
available. Requires two hours per month from
home, on your schedule.
Attic Furniture Ministry- Two drivers and one
helper for 3rd or 5th weeks for pick-ups. These
jobs require only two to three hours once a
month. Drivers need a pick-up truck or van to
hold furniture and queen-sized mattresses.
Helpers help the drivers do pick-ups.
Memorial Reception Coordinator Coordinate meals for memorial services.
Coffee Helpers for Sundays, memorial
receptions, Oasis meals; committee members
to sustain this important fellowship ministry.
Greeter Coordinator- 8:15 & 9:45 a.m.
services. Administer existing rotation for
greeters.

Thanks for Lawn & Grounds Work
From March through
October, members
worked to maintain
equipment and make
Grace’s grounds look
great! Our four teams
included: Dan Fredrick,
Bob Sebby, Reid
Northrup, Henry Koch, Bill
Hamilton, Larry Cannady, Heather Wiggins,
Dick Miley, Richard Christensen, Mark
Marthaler, Alfie Zaylas, Nick Cummings, Dan
Wingard, Mike Ericksen, Bill Pankhurst, Wade
Patterson, Bernie Sochia, Jim Florine, Dick
Belanger, Terry West, and Rick Conrad
Super Thanks to Hospitality & Fellowship for an
amazing Reformation Sunday meal and staff
appreciation lunch!
Thank You to IAM Volunteers: Bill & Sandi Brust,
Dan Fredrick, Don Klug, Linda Koos, Mimi Laux,
Ted Lawshe, Carol Miley, Charline Moon,
Claudia & Reid Northrup, Pat Robinson, Emily
Roseler, Phil Rymer, Tom Schober, Jan
Thompson

Focus on our Volunteer Ministries
Look at all they do! Each month we will appreciate
all volunteers in specific ministries in our Sunday
Services. If you are a volunteer in these areas,
please STAND in the services on the appointed
day, so we can acknowledge and appreciate you!
December and January focus will be on these
Ministries: Public Relations, Adult Education,
Children & Family, Youth & Young Adults, WELCA,
Gifts Ministry, Small Groups

YOUnique for High School Teens
Taught once every four years.
Coming Wednesdays, 5:45-7
p.m., Jan. 3- Feb 7, 2018. Sign up
to learn about your personality,
gifts, special skills, areas of
interest, career paths and areas
where you THRIVE! This is great information for
college and job applications.
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Grace Preschool
Director: Beth Ann Lehr – balehr@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x318

Preschool Christmas Play: The Preschool is very excited to be
included in the church Christmas program this year. We have
already started practicing our songs with Mr. Burton during Bible
Storytime. Please come and watch the story of Jesus’ birth with our
children as the twinkly stars.
Re-link Your Ingles and Harris Teeter Cards. This
must be redone each year. On the Ingles Tools for
Schools web page, search by School ID 11013.
Click the link for Grace Lutheran Preschool and
add your card information. On the Harris Teeter
site, click the “Link Your School Today” button (you will need to
with
the email and password associated with your card). Select Grace Lutheran Preschool, #5517.
We receive free supplies at no cost to you through this program. Thank you!
Openings in all Age Classes: If you or someone you know needs a preschool, please send them
our way. We enroll children throughout the year, and I would love to give them a tour.
Preschool Registration for Fall 2018-2019 begins Monday, Jan. 22: If you are interested in your
child or grandchild attending Grace Preschool in the Fall, please register promptly since class
openings fill up quickly. Additional programs include Earlybirds, Aftercare and Summer Camp
for registered children. Grace Lutheran Preschool was rated the prestigious awards of “Best
Preschool,” “Best Childcare” and “Best Parent/Child Program” in Western North Carolina by
WNC Parent magazine as well as “Best Preschool” in Hendersonville by The Times News.
Community registration begins Monday, Feb. 5.
Financial Donations: We have many families who have financial difficulty sending their children
to our Preschool but would like the educational opportunities and Christian environment of our
Lutheran school. Please contact me if you are interested in donating to this worthy cause.
Little Free Library: Did you know that Grace Lutheran
Church/Preschool is home to Henderson County’s first and only Little
Free Library? Our Little Free Library is part of a national and
international organization that promotes a love of reading for
children, literacy for adults and a sense of community around the
world. Little Free Libraries are hand-crafted structures that contain
constantly changing collections of books donated and shared by
people in the community. Our LFL is located at the Dismissal entrance and Preschool banner
adjacent by Rt. 64. You may stop anytime to get a free book for you, your child, or grandchild.
We always take donations of adult, high school, and middle school books. Please place your
donations in the Little Free Library box, drop them off at the church receptionist desk, or contact
Beth Ann Lehr at 693-4972. Thank you.
Please Follow the Preschool on Facebook: facebook.com/gracepreschoolhendersonville
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Music Ministry
Director of Music: Burton Bumgarner – bbumgarner@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x306

December 2nd Sunday Lunch Dinner Theatre
12:30 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 10
Lunch and then the 20-minute “Stars! Angels! Shepherds! Kings!” musical written by Patrick
Messick. It’s a retelling of the Christmas story of Jesus’ birth, told entirely through music and
performed by our Children’s Ministry, Grace Preschool and our handbell choir.
Menu: chili, salad, cornbread and dessert.
Good News! Cost of the lunch is covered by our youth parents. All donations will go directly to
the Grace Youth Ministry (GYM) Investment Fund.

GYP — Grace Young Professionals
Grace Young Professionals, 20s to 40s. Anne Monroe – amonroe@gracehendersonville.com / 704-604-3772

GYP Christmas Party! Sunday, Dec. 3.
We’ll begin with “Beer and Carols” at 4
p.m. at the Poe House and then enjoy
dinner together afterwards.
*Contact Anne for information concerning
future GYP events.
GYP Christmas Party, 2016
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Meet Seth! Our ‘Adopt a Seminary Student’
Grace Youth Ministry has answered the
NC Synod’s call to “adopt-a-seminary
student,” which means we will pray for
and send encouragement to first-year
Luther Seminary student Seth Wynands.
You will see Seth’s name on the
bulletin’s weekly prayer list. GYM asks
that you join us in praying for Seth. To
send Seth a note of encouragement,
see Anne Monroe.
Seth says: “Hello Grace Lutheran! Thank
you for your thoughtfulness and
support! I am a MDiv student in my first
year at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN. I'm from Raleigh and went to school in Chapel Hill,
where I graduated a few years ago with a degree in Economics. I came into the Lutheran
church in college, thanks to the grace of God and the kindness of some fantastic people at
campus ministry and camp. I was a counselor at Camp Agape and am a member of Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church in Chapel Hill. My fiancée Andrea and I are getting married next
summer in Chapel Hill. May God bless your efforts in loving each other and your community!”
Grace Welch, one of our senior youth, was a delegate to
the November ELCA Youth Summit in Houston, TX. During
this time, Grace previewed the city and put together
leadership and development skills for the summer 2018
ELCA Youth Gathering. Grace says of this experience: “A
verse I wanted to share was from Matthew 5:14 ‘You are
the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be
hidden.’ For me, this means all of the youth gathered this
week are lights in their own synods, called to be leaders of
their synods. As we are gathered in the city of Houston, we
are building together through the church; and we cannot
be ignored.” Thank you, Grace Welch, for your leadership
at GLC, the NC Synod and the ELCA!

Grace pictured with ELCA presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton,
whom she met in October

Congregational Council Listening Time

Church Council has decided to reserve time at the beginning of each regular Council Meeting
for Grace members who want to share ideas, concerns, joys or comments with Council. Please
know that you are invited. Meetings are the second Sunday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall.
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submitted by Rhoda Hargrave, Mission Action Global
Communications Chairperson
Meetings of Circles and Groups
Naomi Circle – Tues., Dec. 5, Jan. 2, 9:30 a.m., F. Hall, Rm. 221
Leah Circle – Weds., Dec. 13, 12:30 p.m. lunch at Carolina
Village; Jan. 11, 2 p.m., Luther Lounge
Rachel Circle – Fri., Dec. 15, 5:30 p.m. dinner at Carolina Village;
Jan. 11, 7 p.m., Library
Dorcas Circle – Thurs., Dec. 21, Jan. 18, 2 p.m., Off campus
Sarah Circle – Thurs., Dec. 21, Jan. 18, F. Hall, Rm. 221, 227,
228, 229
Maria Circle – Wednesdays after Oasis
Quilting Group – Tues., Dec. 19, Jan. 16, 9:30 a.m., F. Hall
Mission Action – Tues., Dec. 12, Jan. 9, 9:30 a.m., F. Hall
Prayer Shawl Group – Jan. 25, 10 a.m.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
‘Church Lady’ Invitation Creates
Women of the ELCA Leader

Lisa Plorin, newly
elected president of
the Women of the
ELCA executive
board, said she spent
several years
avoiding invitations
to the organization.
But one invitation
finally caught. A
phone call in 1999
changed her life, she
said. “I was a mother of two young daughters,
ages 1 and 4, when a phone call came in from
Joyce Ann Espeseth (a participant from her
Synodical Women’s Organization, Western
North Dakota). She asked if I would be
interested in going to the triennial gathering of
the Women of the ELCA in St. Louis that year.”
Plorin said she had been invited to several local
synodical conventions, which she had politely
declined, saying she was busy “when, in all
actuality, I had no interest in spending a
perfectly good weekend with a bunch of
church ladies.”
But this invitation was an all-expense-paid trip,
so she agreed to go. “I’ll be honest with
you. I was planning on taking total advantage

of those four days in St. Louis.” Plorin thought,
however, she should at least make an
appearance at opening worship to show she
was there.
“That’s when it happened,” she said. “That’s
when my life changed. That’s when I heard
the song ‘We are Called.’ That’s when Jesus
entered my heart and he told me: ‘You
belong here.’”
Plorin, on the executive board since 2014, said
she has watched relationships grow and
sisterhoods develop during her 20 years in the
organization. “And I have witnessed a trend,”
she said. “A trend that makes me a little sad,
but it has also ignited a fire in my soul. Yes, our
numbers are down, giving is down, but I am
here to tell you I see potential.”
Invitation is key, she said. “That’s why I am
here. Invite those people. When you see that
young mom with some fire and determination,
but is unsure where to go, invite her.”
Women of the ELCA Interchange is a
publication of the women’s organization of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
The purpose of Interchange is to equip and
empower Women of the ELCA participants
with the information and resources necessary
to carry out the organization’s mission. It is also
published in Spanish.
Reprinted with permission from
Interchange, the churchwide newsletter
of Women of the ELCA, Copyright © 2017
Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America.

Download Interchange with clickable links by
visiting the “Publications” tab at
womenoftheelca.org.

Invite a new member to your circle!
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Think & Drink Meetups are a Success!
Our Holy Experiment to
create a place for an
open-minded discussion
group in the community is
working! We have had
monthly T&D meetups for
nearly a year and have a dedicated group of
10-20 millennials from the community attending,
leading and enthusiastically participating. Look
for information about our meetings in the
bulletin and on the digital board. Anyone ages
20-50 is invited to drop in the first Tuesday of the
month. Check out where to meet on
Meetup.com!

Library News

The Grace Library staff
would like to thank everyone
who has donated books to
our ever growing collection.
Here are a few of the new
additions:
Six Great Courses on CD
 Book of Genesis (12 CDs/24 lectures)
 Dead Sea Scrolls (12 CDs/24 lectures)
 The Holy Land Revealed (6 CDs/36 lectures)
 Introduction to Judaism (12 CDs/24 lectures)
 Introduction to the Study of religion (12
CDs/24 lectures)
 Dante’s Divine Comedy (12 CDs/24 lectures)

Neck Ties Needed
The youth are taking
donations of gently-used neck
ties for a special project for the
June 2018 ELCA National Youth
Gathering. Place your neck tie
donations in the designed bucket
at Grace or give to Anne Monroe.
We are grateful for your offerings!

Thank you!
A grateful “Thank You!” to all
who made our 2017 Lutheran
World Relief Fair Trade Gift
Market a great success –
both volunteers and those
who purchased items. The
sales will help the many
artisans lift themselves out of poverty and
bring them hope for the future, while at the
same time supporting the ministries of
Lutheran World Relief. And many thanks to all
who made donations through the Gift Tribute
Card project, that helps support so many of
our local nonprofits and the ministries they
provide to our neighbors.
God's blessings in Christ to all this Christmas
season and throughout the New Year.
~ the Social Ministry Committee

Thank You for the Opportunity to Serve
This will be my last Grace Vine … I will stop my job at Grace by
the end of December. When I retired in 2013 from a full-time
career in communications and marketing, I didn’t anticipate
taking on any paid employment. I anticipated long, leisurely
days doing volunteer work and whatever I wanted … but that
didn’t seem to be in God’s plans, for I was antsy, and Grace
needed help with communication-related projects. We paired
up, and it ended up being a more than three-year relationship!
But now, we’re both ready to move along on separate journeys
(although Bill and I will still be members at Grace). Greg Dodd,
our new full-time Executive Director for Parish Operations, will
Death Valley National Park
also take on many of the communications responsibilities. I am
thankful for the opportunity to serve our Grace family and hope you’ve gained some kernel of
joy, or at least satisfaction, from my work. I look forward to seeing you on Sundays as a “normal”
Grace member and no longer Grace staff!
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GIVING HIGHLIGHTS THROUGH OCTOBER 31, 2017
General Fund
Capital Fund
Pledge
Pledge
Budget
Pledges
Budget
Total Pledge
$ 904,200
$
775,673
$
194,200
Received on Pledge
$
574,559
Pledge to date (Historical basis)
613,990
Over (Under) Pledge at October 31, 2017
$
(39,431)

Pledges
$ 159,494
$ 110,351
125,460
$ (15,109)

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS THROUGH OCTOBER 31, 2017
Budget
Actual
General Fund
Revenues
Expenditures
Net Revenues Over (Under)

$ 1,118,600
$ 1,118,600

Expenditures
Capital Fund
Revenues
Expenditures
Net Revenues Over (Under)
Expenditures
Note -

$
$

226,300
226,300

$

798,958
866,962

$

(68,004)

$

138,101
114,669

$

23,432

Capital Fund expenditures include loan principal payments of $61,645
in 2017. The loan balance at October 31, 2017 is $591,677.
Grace Lutheran Church
Barbara Fountain
Joseph J. Stancar

By directing designated Choice Dollars (SM)
through Thrivent Choice, eligible members
recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes
some of its charitable outreach grant dollars.

Spotlight on Social Ministry
Boys & Girls Club of Henderson County
The Boys and Girls Club of Henderson County supports its kids
even after they leave the Club. Forty-six percent of the current
staff members are B&G Club kids! Ismael is one of them. His
story follows: I started with the club at its Flat Rock Campus at
the age of 13 when I was in 7th grade. After attending the
summer program in 2000, I became highly interested in becoming a Jr. Staff member. I
volunteered for a month to see if working at the club was really what I wanted to do. I worked
with 3rd- and 4th- graders in Power Hour, the Club's homework program. Within a month, I was
offered a position as a Jr. Staff member and continued to work with the 3 rd- and 4th- grades,
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and I loved it! I was a Jr. staffer for the rest of my high school career. I noticed some changes
within myself. I came out of my shell. Growing up, I was always very quiet and kept to myself. I
could not be like that at the Club. These kids looked up to me as a role model; therefore, I had
to speak out to them and lead them. Being employed at the club while I was a high school
student was very helpful. It was a great motivation to do well in class. To keep my position as Jr.
Staff, I had to maintain good grades. After graduating from high school in 2004, I attended Blue
Ridge Community College. I continued working at the club as regular program staff and
remained a part-time employee through 2015. I took part-time jobs in the community only
because I just couldn't tear away from the Club. At the end of summer 2015, I applied for a fulltime position at the club as the Office Administrator. Eventually, I started my current position as
Member Support and Volunteer Coordinator. In 2007, I was the recipient of the North Carolina
Boys and Girls Clubs All-Staff Part Time Staff of the Year Award.

The Free Clinics (TFC)
The Free Clinics enhances the healthcare system in Henderson
County & neighboring communities to ensure the accessibility of
quality healthcare for uninsured, low-income clients. The Free
Clinics works with volunteers and partnering healthcare providers
to provide healthcare, prevention, education, medication access,
and case management services, including specialty referrals. If you’re interested in becoming a
volunteer, making a donation or simply helping spread the word about their mission, contact
them at 828-697-8422, or visit their website at thefreeclinics.org.

Announcements & Events
Help with the Thrive Clubhouse Christmas Dinner, Dec. 1
It’s not too late to volunteer for the Thrive Clubhouse Christmas Dinner on Dec. 1. The sign-up
sheet is at the Sign-Up station. Thank you to all who have already planned to decorate, provide
food, serve and clean up. Your help will make it a special night for the Clubhouse members.

Dec. 7 – Give the Gift Only You Can Give
The Holiday Blood Drive will be held 7 a.m.-7 p.m., Dec. 7, in Stull
Hall. It’s not too late to make an appointment at the Sign-up
Station. All blood collected will be used in area hospitals,
including Pardee, Park Ridge, Mission and the Asheville VA Hospital. Your donation could be the
best gift a community member and their family receives this Christmas! If Dec. 7 is inconvenient
for you, donate on Dec. 6, 8 or 9 at the Blood Connection’s donation center on Spartanburg
Highway in the Fire House Sub’s Plaza. Let them know when you register that you are donating
for the Grace Lutheran drive, and your donation will be reflected in our totals.
Please eat and drink well before donating, and bring your TBC donor card or driver’s license as
required identification. This blood drive is an approved Thrivent event and is supported by
Thrivent Action Team Dollars.
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1245 6th Ave W
Hendersonville NC 28739
***Return Service Requested***

Christmas Eve Services
The 10 a.m. bilingual (Spanish & English) service is oriented to children and
families. The service beautifully blends the nativity story from the books of
Matthew and Luke with numerous familiar Christmas carols led by organ
and praise instruments as children bring the story to life.
The 7 and 9 p.m. traditional candlelight worship services celebrate the
birth of Christ in word, music and sacrament of Holy Communion.
Nursery care will be offered during the 7 and 9 p.m. services.

Christmas Day Service
10 a.m. Carolfest service with communion.

Winter Weather Policy
During the week, if Henderson County Schools close, then Preschool and any
scheduled church meetings will be canceled. On Sundays, the 11:15 a.m. service is
usually not canceled. If 8:15 and 9:45 a.m. services are canceled, it will be announced on
WHKP radio, WTZQ radio and WLOS TV.
Questions? 828-693-4890 | Gracehendersonville.com | facebook.com/gracehendersonville
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