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THE JOY OF SERVING 
Serving In Small Ways 

When approached to write about how our family serves, I 

initially thought, “I don’t wanna.” But since it was “Miss Sallie” 

who asked, I said “yes.” She gave me plenty of notice, so I 

have had a good long time to come up with our family’s 

resume of service. I have even patted myself on the back for 

our fine works. Then, I began to read other’s accounts of 

service and once again thought, “I don’t wanna.” The level of 

commitment to service that our fellow Grace members possess 

left me feeling that our service is woefully inadequate. I 

regrouped… 

We are a very busy family. And, truthfully, sometimes adding 

anything else to our “To Do List” can be overwhelming. So, we 

have always looked for small ways to serve every day. That’s 

where we’ll focus. 

● Eye contact and a smile require very little effort, but it 

may be the only time someone feels seen. 
 

● Open the door when a mom is struggling with a stroller, 

packages and a toddler. It might be the only time throughout the day that someone 

does something for her. 
 

● If someone is stocking the shelves at a store and drops something, pick it up for them. 

Yes, they’re doing their job,          but it lets them know their work is recognized and that 

they are a person, not just an “employee.”  
 

● Saying” please” and “thank you” to a server can mean a lot. Their job is service but there 

are many things out of their control. They take all of the heat when things go wrong. Be 

kind. 
 

● Give the airline seat that has a little extra leg room to the military personnel on the flight. 

It’s a small comfort but is a thank you for their service. 
 

● Take a break from your “to do list” to meet someone for coffee. Sharing a laugh about 

the craziness of life can often keep someone from feeling isolated during a tough time. 

In the future, we would love to be building houses, helping others obtain clean water or any 

number of worthy causes. Right now, we want our children to know that they are loved. And, if 

the rest of the world doesn’t offer them a smile or doesn’t open the door for them or doesn’t 

recognize their work or doesn’t say thank you or doesn’t take a moment to connect with them, 

they have us. 

~The Wiggins family 

Jim, Heather, Nelson & James 
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Message from Senior Pastor Greg Williams 

Pastor Greg Williams – gwilliams@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x307 

Ministry of Pastors at Grace 

During the May 6th meeting, the Council reviewed and discussed possible staffing 

plans to further the mission and long term plan of Grace after Sue Filson’s 

retirement. I presented options and a recommendation from staff that had been 

endorsed by the Personnel Committee. Terry Andersen, Treasurer of Grace, 

presented the financial implications. After discussion, the Council voted to adopt 

the recommendation that made Pastor Alfredo full time (rather than half-time) 

and assigned responsibility for the OWLS (Older Wiser Lutherans) fellowship group to Jill Wingard, 

increasing her hours to 30 per week. 

This change accomplishes the Long Range Plan goal of having a full-time bilingual pastor. Some 

of you may wonder how three pastors will support the mission and ministry of Grace. The 

summary below will outline how responsibilities are shared and clarify specific responsibilities. 

SPECIFIC RESPONSIBILITIES and COMMITTEES 

Pastor Greg will continue head of staff ministries related to being called as Senior Pastor. 

● Head of staff responsibilities includes administrative oversight, staff development, and 

visioning/planning. 

● The Senior Pastor has oversight responsibilities for the media presence of Grace. This 

includes website, Facebook, YouTube, press releases, and representing Grace to the 

public. (Technical and operational responsibilities are carried out by Greg Dodd, 

Executive Director of Parish Operations.) These are all in collaboration with other staff 

members depending on the specific ministry. 

● Supervisor for: Pastor Ken, Pastor Alfredo, Burton Bumgarner, Karen-Eve Pfotzer, Anne 

Monroe, and Greg Dodd. This includes scheduled evaluations. 

● Primary staff leadership with these ministries: Finance, Stewardship, Worship & Music, 

Evangelism, Grace Foundation, Memorial Garden, Personnel, Mutual Ministry, and 

Executive Committee. 

● Worship & Music leadership includes collaborating with Burton to plan worship services 

and scheduling pastoral leadership (preaching, celebrant, liturgist). 

 

Pastor Ken will have primary responsibilities for spiritual and pastoral care ministries of Grace. 

● Primary staff leadership with these ministries: Congregational Care, Hospitality & 

Fellowship. 

● Leadership with Congregational Care Ministry includes oversight and leadership of Prayer 

Ministry, Visitation (homebound, facilities, and hospitals), Banquet Bearers, Stephen 

Ministry, and Order of St. Luke. 

 

Pastor Alfredo will have primary responsibilities for multicultural and faith formation ministries of 

Grace. 

● Primary staff leadership with these ministries: Adult Faith Formation, Social Ministry, 

Multicultural Ministry, ethnic and cultural integration, justice/advocacy ministry, and 

Spanish language worship. 

● Social Ministry includes local & global mission and El Centro. 

● Adult Faith Formation leadership includes (formerly Sue Filson’s responsibilities): 

● Researching and selecting Sunday School curriculum, promotional materials and 

volunteers necessary to lead studies, events, and sessions. 

● Working closely with the Youth and Family Ministries Director to provide 

Cross+Generational programming.  

mailto:gwilliams@gracehendersonville.com


Page 3  
 

● Working with Small Group Ministry leaders, assisting them with curriculum, facilitator 

training, use of facility, etc. 

● Enlisting, training, supporting and recognizing lay leaders for Sunday School, Small 

Groups and Adult programming and serving as a member of the Faith Formation 

Ministry Team, which includes the Disciple Vision Team. 

● Collaborating with Anne Monroe and Jill Wingard in Cross+Generational ministry. 

● Pastor Alfredo will collaborate with Greg Dodd to provide staff leadership for computer 

and technology aspects of ministry, including the Long Range Plan goal of enhanced 

technology in worship. 

 

SHARED PASTORAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

All pastors will share in the ministry of word and sacrament. We will collaborate in other pastoral 

duties as well. These include: 

● Congregation Council 

● Visioning for mission 

● Worship leadership (preaching, celebrating the sacraments, and leading the liturgy) 

● Counseling and officiating at weddings (as requested and scheduled) 

● Grace Vine articles and bulletin announcements 

● Identifying and cultivating leadership in our specific ministry areas 

● Visitation, including hospital, care facilities, Communion, bereavement 

● Teaching in adult classes, confirmation ministry, Preschool Bible Story Time, 

Cross+Generational Events 

● Representing Grace and serving the wider church by participating in local, synodical 

and churchwide ministries. 

This realignment of staff remains within the 2018 Personnel budget. There will be a significant 

increase in 2019 as we provide the same ELCA benefits for Pastor Alfredo that we provides for 

Pastor Ken and me. The Council is confident that this increase will be funded as Grace 

continues to achieve the goals of our Long Range Plan. 

If you have questions, please speak with me or any Council member. 

● Pastor Greg 

2018 NC Synod Assembly - Follow-up Report 

The annual NC Synod Assembly was held in Raleigh, June 1-2. Grace members attending were: 

Delia Jovel, Amy Solano, Hal & Ruthie Derrick, and Ken & Chris Ring. All three pastors also 

attended. 

Here are some highlights that our attendees shared. Their complete comments are included in 

the assembly notebook in the church library. 

Ken & Chris Ring: “When other delegates asked where we attend church, we were amazed 

that many responded they had heard of our church as well as our ministries in the church and 

community. It became clear that Grace ministries are far outreaching the walls of our church. 

… We were proud of our Pastor Alfredo Oviedo during his interview. His message was well 

received by the assembly. He reminded us we are all God’s people. Pastor Alfredo received a 

standing ovation at the end of his presentation. We had the honor of meeting Pastor Jack 

Russell of Living Waters Lutheran Church in Cherokee, NC. He sat with the delegates from our 

church. Grace Church is supporting their ministry and recently held a food drive to supply their 

food pantry. He too was interviewed about his church, his ministry and his life as a cradle 

Lutheran. He was affable and very entertaining. Pastor Jack also received a standing ovation 

after his interview” (All of our members named Pastor Alfredo and Pastor Jack as highlights.) 
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Hal & Ruthie Derrick: Ruthie and I appreciated the opportunity to be part of the NC Synod 

Assembly this year and represent Grace. We felt there were 3 sessions of the Assembly that 

especially touched both of us. In all three, our Grace family has a vital role and we are glad to 

have a part in each of these 3 ministry areas. (Parts 1 & 2 were Pastor Alfredo & Pastor Jack.) 

Finally, the passion and global outreach of the ELCA’s World Hunger program was more 

impactful than we knew before the Assembly. To learn first-hand news on how our dollars are 

being used throughout the world to help others is inspirational. Knowing that this is a part of our 

ministry at Grace showed me that we at Grace are truly a giving community. I believe that as 

more people learn of how this ELCA program affects lives around the world, the greater the 

support for this ministry will be at Grace. 

Delia Jovel: “For being my first contact, I can say that I am happy and proud of our 

congregation and our Church. … I found interesting the voting process and to have the 

possibility to present and discuss resolutions about internal issues but also issues related to the 

social context. I am particularly proud of immigration and refugee resolutions, which 

demonstrate a sensitive church and a church willing to advocate for some vulnerable groups. 

… Through this Assembly I could also know better about the magnitude (size) of our Church, the 

special disposition to value and honor "diversity" and the willingness to continuous learning and 

change. A church that moves with the times, who take care of their leaders and members and 

that questions itself and its context is a living church. … The only detail that disappointed me 

was not having the opportunity to meet and exchange with other congregations.” 

Assembly Actions 

+ Bishop Smith introduced a new Synod Vision that had been adopted by the Synod Council. 

+ Pastor Alfredo was elected to a second 3-year term on Synod Council. 

+ Pastor Greg was elected as a delegate to the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly. 

+ “Memorial on the ELCA’s 50th anniversary of the ordination of women” - ADOPTED. The 

resolutions encourage celebrating this milestone as well as developing strategies to support 

women in ministry to achieve equal compensation and call opportunities as well as address 

sexual harassment. 

+ “Resolution Requesting that the ELCA Church Council Review Its Policy on and Increase Paid 

Parental Leave for ELCA Employees” - ADOPTED. The resolution requests the Churchwide office 

to increase parental leave from 4 weeks to 8 weeks for the primary caregiver. 

+ “Resolution for Advocacy and Action for Immigration in the United States” - ADOPTED. The 

resolution requested national government leaders act in four specific areas related to 

immigration reform, detentions and childhood arrivals (“Dreamers”). Additionally, synod and 

congregations were asked to learn about these positions and support this Church’s work with 

immigrants and refugees. 

+ “Resolution on Acceptance and Resettlement of Refugees in the United States” - ADOPTED. 

The resolution called upon national government leaders to accept more refugees, halt 

deportation of many until immigration law is reformed, and to provide adequate facilities for 

refugee families during this time. Additionally, the synod and congregations were encouraged 

to learn more and to support our agencies working with refugees. 

 

The full texts of all these resolutions are in the 2018 Synod Assembly notebook 

in the church library as well as on the NC Synod website: 

nclutheran.org/event/2018-synod-assembly 
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Grace Youth Ministry 

Director of Youth Ministry: Anne Monroe – amonroe@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x309 

 

Highlight: Lutheridge Campfirmation 

 

 

Our 7 confirmation campers this year pictured with their leaders and counselors: Jaiden Davis, 

Lillie Keener, Garett Sochia, Nicole Vargas-Sancho, Abbagail Welch, James Wiggins, and 

Vanessa Wingard. We had an amazing week with the Yahweh’s Phive cluster--joining together 

students and pastors from around NC and SC at Lutheridge. 

 

Highlight: Grace Lutheridge Counselors 

This summer, GLC has three college students serving 

on staff at Lutheridge Camp. Evan and Bobby, two 

of our Western Carolina students, are counselors. 

Olivia, UNC-Chapel Hill student, is on senior staff as 

Wilderness area director. We give thanks for our 

young people sharing their gifts, God's love, and 

the light of Christ with campers this summer. Thank 

you to our outdoor ministries programs who provide 

leadership opportunities, community, and growth. 

Grace mother, Anita Slagle shares: “GLC has 

poured into these kids all of their lives and now it’s 

their turn to pour into these campers! This momma 

thanks this congregation for your love and support. 

And parents - sending my children to Lutheridge in 

First Grade was one of my best parenting decisions 

ever.” 

 

  

mailto:amonroe@gracehendersonville.com
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Highlight: 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Our team of 28 youth and adult guides who attended the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering in 

Houston, Texas at our NC Synod Day, Service Learning Day, and Interactive Learning Day.” 

We thank our team for their ministry with the Houston, TX 

community and our Grace family for the support and 

prayers! While participating in the 2018 ELCA Gathering 

week our team experienced a North Carolina Synod Day, 

a Service Learning day, and an Interactive Learning Day. 

For our Service Learning we partnered with Boynton 

Chapel UMC in serving the 3rd Ward area of Houston 

which experienced 8-10 feet of flooding from Hurricane 

Harvey. The congregation just had a new roof 

replacement but needed help today digging trenches 

for a drainage system damaged in the flood and 

repairing the church parking lot and landscaping. Some of our youth also learned how to 

crochet to help with 'Mother Maxie's' caps for cancer patients’ project at the local hospitals. We 

will share our experiences at the Cross+Generational Ice Cream Social on Sunday, Aug. 19 at 3 

p.m. in Stull Hall. Don’t miss this fabulous presentation! 

Early College Graduate, Michelle Angeles-Solano shares: “Dear Grace Congregation: After 5 

years of your generosity and support, I think a ‘thank you’ is not enough. More like because of 

your love and support, I can see God around me. I am so blessed to have a congregation like 

you guys. I have been able to grow and flourish in my faith, kind of like a plant if you think about 

it. You guys have been like the water in my life. For a plant to grow, it needs water and sun. Your 

‘water’ is the love and support that you flourish me with. The sun in the process is God, because 

He is the light of the world. Thank you so much for supporting me, praying for me, and helping 

me in any way possible. This Gathering has been a mixture of emotions for me, but through it all, 

I can see God’s love. The person I am today has something to do with you guys. You have 

impacted my life and I am forever grateful. All I can say is thank you, Jesus, for a world like this. 

Thank you again for being the water in my life. May God bless you all and may you feel His 

never-ending love for you. Gracias a Dios!” 

Special thank you from Anne 

Thank you to all Grace members, friends, and family members who took the time to write a 

‘special’ letter to one of our 2018 ELCA Gathering participants. Each night of the trip our teens 

received ‘mail’ from various Grace members or family. Almost 200 letters were shared with our 

youth! In this digital age where our young people receive most of their information through a 

screen, think how wonderful this ministry is for each participant to get a loving handwritten note 

of support and encouragement from a ‘Triple A’ adult—authentic, available, and affirming. 
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Gifts Ministry 

Director of Gifts Ministry: Karen-Eve Pfotzer – kepfotzer@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x316 
 

Connecting volunteers to meaningful ministries.  

Want to volunteer or have a need to advertise? Sign up in lobby to volunteer or 

see Karen-Eve Pfotzer to help you make meaningful connections. Submit 

volunteer needs by email before noon on Monday for the next Sunday bulletin. 

We still need more volunteers and we invite  

YOU to serve during the Fall!  

It takes 100+ volunteers EVERY WEEK to have church services and activities here at Grace?  

Choir members, worship assistants, small group and class leaders, hospitality helpers and more.  

STORY CORNER from our members on what it is like to volunteer … 

Hospital Visitation- "It is an honor and my privilege to visit a Grace member in the hospital. I 

believe I can share both God's love for them and my concern. In visiting, I can chat about their 

hospital stay, read scripture, share news, and pray. It is very special to pray one on one and 

allows us to depend on God's guidance together." ~Rosalene Dawes 

ATTIC Truck Driver- “It was a great feeling to be a volunteer for THE ATTIC when I served as a 

driver for about 6 months. I knew that what I was doing was helping people without enough 

have access to furniture from the community.” ~Peter Gollup 

Grace Guides- “My husband and I are Grace Guides for some new members and we have 

enjoyed meeting with them for lunch, talking on the phone, emailing, and finding ways to 

connect. Even though we do not attend the same service always, we see them and know we 

commune at the same table. We even hosted a baby shower for a new member young 

couple.  

My own Guide in 2007, Dorothy Hall, has become a dear friend and our honorary mother! 

If you feel new members are important, we recommend volunteering to be Grace Guides. We 

need them every 3-4 months. Please serve as a Grace Guide and we will show you what to do!” 

~Karen-Eve 

NEEDS: 

Grace Guides- Friend new members 

Taize Songs & Silence Service helpers- Attend, sing, prayer, make coffee, greet, meet, usher.  

Oktoberfest Oct. 5- Volunteers needed as kitchen helpers, bartenders, greeters, set up, clean 

up, decorate and ticket sales. Get involved early! Sign up at Sign-up Station. 

Mow Lawns/Garden Work- Rotation to keep our grounds lovely. 

ATTIC Driver/ Truck helper- Pick up furniture 1x a month for those in need. 

Sunday Coffee morning- URGENT for volunteers to set up on a Saturday morning and clean up 

on Sunday morning after coffee once every 4-6 weeks. Or bake for service. Leave in Fellowship 

Hall/ freezer marked for coffee hour. 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR MANY GROUPS WHO DO SO MUCH:  

Quilters- Beautiful Graduation Quilts 

Hospitality & Social Justice Study Group- Cinco de Mayo Celebration 

Building & Grounds- Keeping grounds and building looking great and functioning well 

mailto:kepfotzer@gracehendersonville.com
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Songs & Silence Taize Team- Helen Just, Christina Welch, Bonnie Wells, Peter Gollup, Karen-Eve, 

Sharon Barrows, Brenda/Greg Williams, Christine Smith, Laurian Map 

Fountains for Taize- Dick & Carol Miley, Deanna & Way Plowman, Diffuser- Janet &Alan Harms, 

Glen & Lily Bonetti 

Altar Flower Coordinator /Delivery- Joanna Dokter 

Grace Guides- Phil & Linda Rymer, Karen/ Joel Wolfrom, Rick & Virginia Rehn, Miriam Oviedo-

Clark 

Flower Delivery– Joy and George Kiefer, Jan & Johanna Dokter 

Financial Posters - Johanna Dokter 

Grace 101- Pat Robinson, Tracey Pace, Sallie Staton-Knott, Joel Wolfram, Ada Gough, Dorothy 

Kellinghusen, Jan Hoffman 

Memorial Reception Coordinator- Kathy Stancar  

Pictorial Directory Team- Kathy Stancar, Stella Varnell, Sharon Smith  

Easter & Holy Week Services- Brenda Williams, baking bread & flute, Christine Smith solos/piano, 

sound techs, altar guild, worship leaders, and choirs. 

Homebound House Helpers- Sallie Staton-Knott, Henry Koch, Donna & Bill Hamilton, Rod Hansen 

Quilters - Graduation Quilts 

Cinco de Mayo Celebration- Hospitality & Social Justice Study Group 

YOUTH Trip Gathering Guides- Alejandrina Oviedo,Ayman Kaddouri ,Christina Welch, Freddy 

Oviedo, Heather Wiggins, Nery Acosta, Mike Ericksen, Pastor Alfredo Oviedo 

New Contemplative Service Begins September 6 at 6:30 p.m. 
As part of our Long Range Plan, we have a team working on a new weekly, Thursday night 

contemplative service. We need your prayers, talents and support. We invite anyone interested 

in the planning to attend our monthly meetings on 4th Thursdays at 5:30 pm. We will need 

people to sing, welcome, and support the new Thursday night service. See Karen-Eve for more 

information and to volunteer.  

A “Celebrate Sue” Thank You 

I can’t begin to thank you, Grace Family, for the wonderful reception for my retirement last 

month…it was truly overwhelming and something I am not over yet! I read each and every card 

and sentiment, fondly remembering so many experiences together. I cherish the “holy 

friendships” God has graced me with as being a member of the staff. I look forward to being in 

continued community with you. Blessings, Sue Filson 

 
By directing designated Choice Dollars (SM) through Thrivent Choice, eligible 

members recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes some of its charitable 

outreach grant dollars. 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Barbara Fountain 
Carol Miley 

Richard Miley 
Robert Fredericksen 

 

Memorials –  

Connie Weber 
David Weber 

Adeline C and Carl 
Goeltz 
By Richard Goeltz 
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Long Range Plan: “Alternative Worship Experience” 

A passionate team, coordinated by Karen-Eve Pfotzer, has been praying and planning around 

this goal. Our “holy innovation” toward this goal will be a Taize-style worship experience, 

tentatively named “Song and Silence”. The name describes the service which consists of several 

simple, meditative, repetitive songs with prayer, a reading, and silence to reflect on the 

reading.  

Taize worship surfaced because there is nothing similar offered regularly. Also, several years 

ago, after a Taize Lenten service, a mother of two young teens said, “I love this service! It is the 

only chance each week I have to slow down and meditate for myself.” 

The goal of “Song and Silence” is to offer a time of quiet and calm for reflection and meditation 

in the midst of the hectic pace of life. Because the goal is to provide a time to be in God’s 

presence, there will not be a sermon or Communion. The service will typically last 30 - 45 

minutes. It will not be dependent on pastors for leadership. We will create a space where all 

varieties of spiritualties are welcome as we seek to develop relationships with people so that 

they may meet Christ in us. 

Every member is needed to help accomplish this goal - whether you like this style of worship or 

not. There is something that YOU can do for the success of this outreach endeavor. Consider 

one or more of these possibilities: 

● Pray for the service, the leaders, and those whom the Spirit will lead to worship. (Daily, 

at your convenience, wherever you might be.) 

● Prepare refreshments to serve with tea, coffee & water after worship. 

● Help with set-up and decorating the worship space prior to each service. (30 minutes) 

● Welcome and greet people as they enter the building. (20 minutes prior) 

● Be present, attending regularly during the first month or two (in addition to your usual 

Sunday worship service). 

● Sing during the service while sitting among worshipers. (30-45 minutes) 

● Technology to run the PowerPoint slide show during worship. (30-45 minutes) 

● Piano players and other musicians are needed to play. (30-45 minutes) 

● Read for the service; no more than once a month. (Selection provided in advance.) 

● Set out & serve refreshments after worship. (45 minutes) 

● Converse with guests during refreshment time following worship. (worship + 30 minutes) 

● Help with take down and clean up after the service. (30 minutes) 

You can notify Karen-Eve at Grace directly of how you choose to serve. You can also return a 

response insert from the Sunday bulletin in August. 

Thanks in advance for your partnership in this mission of Grace as we pursue the Long Range 

Plan adopted in 2017. 

Begins September 6 at 6:30 p.m. 
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Spotlight on Social Ministry 

The Thrive Clubhouse 

Approximately one in five families in our country is affected by a 

serious mental illness. The Thrive Clubhouse is a psychosocial 

rehabilitation day program for adults with mental illness. The 

members are striving to become more productive and self-

sufficient citizens of the community. The Clubhouse assists 

members to get back on their feet, helping them learn coping, social, independent living, and 

vocational skills. 

This year as part of Servant Saturday, some of our Grace members spent the morning with 

Clubhouse members, playing bingo, cards, board games, sharing laughter and even hugs. They 

told us how much they were looking forward to both the Picnic and the Christmas Dinner. The 

Social Ministry Committee has hosted these events for over 25 years. Often those with a mental 

illness have a sense of “not fitting in”, of isolation and rejection. The annual picnic and Christmas 

dinner give them an opportunity to interact with Grace members and feel accepted. The 

picnic is Sept. 13 from 11:30 to 1:30 p.m. at Jackson Park. Mark your calendars and plan to 

come and share God’s love with them. More details later in the bulletin and emails. A sheet will 

be at the Sign-up Station in mid-August. 

Thrivent/Habitat for Humanity 

Grace, for the third year in a row, has made a commitment to participate in the 

Thrivent/Habitat Faith Build. Our efforts are to assist in providing affordable 

housing to a deserving family here in Henderson County. This year’s home has 

been purchased by Tia Rudisill and her family. Tia has three children - two sons, 20 and 11, and a 

daughter 18. Her oldest son is currently attending college. Tia was born and raised here in 

Hendersonville and has never owned a home. She currently works as a Medical Technician for 

Carolina Reserve which is part of Hendersonville Assistant Living. She has held that position for 

the past 4 ½ years. Tia is ecstatic and thankful she was approved for her Habitat home. Getting 

the Habitat home will drastically change my family’s lives. 

Hunger Coalition 

36th Henderson County Hunger Coalition Hunger Walk at Jackson Park, Sept. 22, Saturday  
 

As a new resident of Henderson County a few years ago, I was surprised to 

learn the extent of poverty that existed in our community. Then again, I was 

encouraged by the number of organizations and individuals who were 

concerned enough to do something about it. 

Thirty-six years ago, a number of local religious organizations (Grace 

Lutheran included) formed a coalition to address the increasing 

emergency food requirements of those in need. The Henderson County Hunger Coalition 

continues today, providing assistance to the hungry. The Henderson County Hunger Coalition 

Hunger Walk is the Coalition’s primary fundraiser and is held each September. We have 

experienced declining financial support in the past couple of years. You can help change this. 

Please consider walking and collecting donations, or if you are not able to walk, consider 

contributing your financial support. Signups will begin in August for both walkers and financial 

supporters.  

Yours in Christ, Bill Hamilton 
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Grace Habitat Blitz Build 

“God’s Plan. Our Hands.” Help a family have a home of their own for their very first time – no 

skills required – just a caring heart and a willing spirit.” ~Dick Miley 

Our Grace Habitat Blitz Build is scheduled for Sept. 8, at 8 a.m. (rain date Sept. 15) at the 

Habitat Subdivision, Dodd Meadows, in East Flat Rock. Details and sign-up sheets will be 

available in the lobby beginning Aug. 19 – full or half-days available. We will also need 

volunteers to assist in serving lunch. Questions? Contact Jim Krause, 828-595-3120. 

Homes For Youth 

Did you know that during the recently ended school year Henderson 

County public schools identified nearly 300 youth as homeless? If you 

would like to help address this ongoing problem, Homes For Youth, one of 

the local organizations supported by Grace Lutheran’s Social Ministry 

Committee, invites you to attend a gathering to learn more about foster 

parenting, respite care, and emergency placement. Dandelion, at 127 5th Avenue West, is 

hosting this event on Aug. 21, Tuesday, from 6 to 7:30 pm. Light refreshments will be served. To 

learn more about this vital mission, RSVP to Darlene Stone at Henderson County Department of 

Social Services families4kids@hendersoncountydss or 828-694-6252, or Jim Nelson, Homes For 

Youth Board President, colg868@gmail.com or 828-595-9436. 

When God's Spirit Moves: The Life-Changing Power of the Holy Spirit 

"Lutheran Christians are very good at in-depth Bible Study with integrity in 

interpretation, and solid, grace-filled theology. The course breathes life into this 

strong Lutheran foundation and inspires faith and empowers ministry in life-giving 

ways." ~Pastor Ken Langsdorf 

This 6-week church-wide book study by Pastor Jim Cymbala of the Brooklyn 

Tabernacle will begin the week of Sept. 10 and examines how the Holy Spirit 

moves powerfully within the church. Sign up will begin August 5th.  
 

Getting To Know Our Council 
Myrna Guengerich 

A few weeks ago our church council went on an overnight retreat to Lutheridge. 

During this time, we were each given a most interesting personality test to show 

where our gifts and talents lie within the church. In the "scheme of things," it turns 

out I am a beaver and a golden retriever! Which interprets to my gifts being 

mercy, hospitality, encouragement, evangelism, serving, protecting and 

influencing. Which in my mind is pretty much on target. I have a great concern 

and love for my brothers and sisters in Christ and all people. I particularly have a 

soft spot for the elderly. I have always enjoyed conversing with them and hearing 

their history and their stories. This remains true also as I visit and take communion to some of our 

members. Jesus tells us we should love and care for one another. And our job when serving on 

Church Council is to try to make good decisions for the love of all. 

Blessings, Myrna Guengerich 

mailto:colg868@gmail.com
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Via de Cristo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Via de Cristo? Via de Cristo is a Spanish phrase meaning "The Way of Christ." Via de 

Cristo is a spiritual retreat for adults. Men and women, working adults and retired adults, couples 

and singles are all welcome to attend. This three-day weekend retreat is designed to strengthen 

and renew the faith of Christian people and bring them to a new awareness of living in God’s 

grace. The retreat is intended for lay people from every walk of life, for pastors, for people who 

live strong and active lives in Christ, and also for those who seek to be renewed and 

strengthened in their relationship with Christ and the people around them. It is open to married 

couples as well as single men and women. 

 “I was not looking for anything from a Via de Cristo Weekend. I was simply told by my Pastor 

that if I wanted to be in leadership of the church, I needed to go. So in March of 1995, Linda 

and I attended Western NC Mixed #4. Nothing was as I expected. There were lay people from 

different denominations and clergy attending this weekend. I was 100% absorbed into the 

discussions and activities going on, and learned a lot about what it meant to live my faith, not 

just attend church. I started to better understand what it meant to be a follower of Jesus and to 

live life more fully trusting in God. My understanding of Jesus dying on the cross for the sins of all 

people began to take on new meaning. “All people” was easy to conceptualize. But what 

about me with all my flaws and unworthiness? By the end of the weekend, my heart and mind 

knew that Jesus died for me, even me.  

This is just a bit of my story of attending a VdC weekend. But everyone I have spoken with about 

their experience has gained something very positive from their weekend. It’s like God knows 

exactly what you need and gives it to you exactly at the right time. You don’t even need to be 

looking for anything. I look forward to hearing a bit of your story after you attend one of the 

upcoming Via de Cristo weekends. May you be blessed by this experience.” 

~Bill Daleure 

 

Retreats are held at Bethelwoods & Valley Haven Camps. The cost for first-time attendees is $90 

at Bethelwoods and $55 at Valley Haven. 

 

Upcoming Retreat Dates: 

Sept. 13 – 16 @ Bethelwoods (women) 

Sept. 27 – 30 @ Valley Haven (men) 

Oct. 11 – 14 @ Bethelwoods (co-ed) 
 

Contact Sue Janowiak, sue.janowiak@gmail.com, phone: 828-777- 6895  

or Dale Scott, dalepscott@yahoo.com 

Or visit the web site at http://www.wncvdc.org and click on “What is Via de Cristo?”  
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A MESSENGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT: Bonnie Pierce  

The June issue of the Women of the ELCA’s “Bold Café” featured an article on “The 

Revolutionary Act of Self-Care.” As I was recuperating from a knee replacement that was 

unexpectedly followed by a heart blockage and repair, this topic seemed to be just what the 

doctor ordered!  

Author Rozella Haydee White believes that we must love ourselves so that we can love our 

neighbors. She feels that in practicing self-love, we practice how to love others. She further 

believes that the quality of our relationship with our self reveals a lot about our relationship with 

others. If we are kind and gracious to our self, we will be kind and gracious to others. Conversely 

if we are critical and impatient with our self we will have the tendency to be the same with 

others.  

She defines self-care as not mere pampering, but as recognizing that we are indeed holy and a 

dwelling place for God. Therefore we are called upon to care for our whole self – in mind, body, 

spirit and heart. We are in fact worthy of all the love and joy and fulfillment that God has to 

offer.  

A Bible text she finds particularly meaningful is Psalm 139:13-18. This text reminds us that anything 

that God has created is worthy of love and care, and that not to love or care for your self 

would be an affront to God. She invites us to consider what gets in the way of loving yourself 

first, and to further consider how God has loved you and wants you to remember that you are 

worthy and enough.  

Impressions of a First Time Attendee of the  

North Carolina Women of the ELCA Gathering at Lenoir Rhyne 

Let’s take a journey (in your mind) to a time when you ventured forth into a new experience. 

Perhaps it was moving to a new home or town. Maybe it was heading off to college or camp. 

The excitement mixed with anxious feelings over the unknown was probably very similar. That 

was how I felt attending the North Carolina Women of the ELCA Gathering at Lenoir Rhyne.  

I expected to meet new people from around the state. That would be easy. We are all women 

with a shared value system. I anticipated hearing interesting presentations interspersed with a 

few business agenda items. We are, after all, a group with leaders to elect and a budget to 

approve. I also figured I’d feel a little confused finding my way around a college campus and 

navigating the cafeteria for meals. That anxiety soon passed. Sessions were close together, and 

the food was great. 

What I learned was our organization is supportive and at the same time challenges us to do 

what we do best – Love, Serve, Pray, Proclaim, and Give. That was the theme and we were 

“Commissioned to Go.” 

I hope the next time I ask you to take a journey, we can actually travel together to share in a 

North Carolina Synod Wide Organization event. (Mark your calendar! There will be a retreat in 

Blowing Rock Nov. 2-4.)   Lori Schaefer ~Vice President, WELCA Grace Unit 

For additional information about this and other ministries of the Women of the ELCA,  

see the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or contact our president, Bonnie Pierce (315-657-6099). 

Invite a new member to your circle! 
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August & September Birthdays 
 

 

Sandra Liese 8/1 

Wiley Danner 8/2 

Deanne Johnson 8/3 

Marietta Archis 8/4 

Joanne Helppie 8/4 

Valentine Murtha 8/4 

Barbara Bair 8/5 

Adrian Clark 8/6 

Roger Bohn 8/7 

William Gollnick 8/7 

Andrea Rasco 8/7 

Said Solano-Jimenez 8/7 

Gyongyi Horvath 8/10 

Felipe Vargas 8/10 

Natalie Solano-Villalon 8/11 

David Weber 8/11 

Amber Fort 8/12 

James Hendley 8/12 

Carol Morain 8/12 

Kevin Havener 8/13 

Steven Owens 8/13 

Linda Pezzimenti 8/13 

Benjamin Salgado 8/13 

Mason Stallings 8/13 

Daniel Wingard 8/13 

Mackenzie Davis 8/14 

Diane Butler 8/15 

Marjorie Haddock 8/15 

Robert Hatfield 8/15 

Kyra Parson 8/15 

James Tatham 8/15 

Roger Christensen 8/16 

Cameron Hahn 8/16 

Marcia Kruse 8/16 

Edward Lichtenhagen 8/16 

Jonathan Rholl 8/16 

Glen Bonetti 8/17 

Gaillee Davis 8/17 

Candice Pritz 8/18 

Sandra Lawshe 8/19 

Endi Morava 8/19 

Charles Albers 8/20 

Roy Beaty 8/20 

John Elliott 8/20 

Jane Andersen 8/21 

Catherine Langsdorf 8/21 

Richard Christensen 8/22 

Carrie Everhart 8/22 

Karen Lewis 8/22 

Belen Salgado 8/22 

Charles Spangler 8/22 

Janet Harms 8/23 

Sallie Free 8/24 

Kathy Oesterlin 8/24 

Shadai Acosta-Oviedo 8/25 

Kenneth Etterman 8/26 

Myrna Guengerich 8/26 

Mark Powell 8/26 

Linda Stocker 8/26 

William Bulow 8/27 

Janice Hendley 8/27 

June Hreha 8/27 

James Krause 8/27 

William Seibert 8/27 

Dorothee Kellinghusen 8/28 

Barbara West 8/28 

Chris Trumann 8/29 

Karen Wolfrom 8/29 

Mallory Perry 8/30 

Aurora Solano-Delgado 8/30 

Whipp Johnson 8/31 

Geraldine Schwake 8/31 

Cathy Wilder 8/31 

Roger Arndt 9/2 

Cricket Crigler 9/2 

Miriam Oviedo-Clark 9/2 

Kathleen Purdy 9/2 

Marjorie Jones 9/3 

Bill Battermann 9/4 

Linda Finster 9/4 

Jimmie Morrison 9/4 

William Schmidt 9/4 

Christine Smith 9/4 

Shirley Bell 9/5 

Nancy Chiarenza 9/5 

Kyndall Danner 9/5 

Patrick McCarthy 9/5 

Jeffery Miller 9/5 

Deanna Plowman 9/5 

Rick Rehn 9/5 

Wayne Forsythe 9/6 

Richard Pemble 9/6 

George Banta 9/7 

David Blatecky 9/7 

Aileen Flax 9/7 

Beatriz Funk 9/7 

Robert Funk 9/7 

Ladson Hart 9/7 

Rebecca Janowiak 9/8 

Anna Moroni 9/8 

Micah Mujica 9/8 

Richard Robinson 9/8 

Joy Kiefer 9/9 

Carol Miley 9/9 

William Moyer 9/9 

Jacqueline Siverly 9/9 

Anita Slagle 9/10 

Karen Kniffen 9/11 

John Korner 9/11 

Patricia Murtha 9/11 

Heather Wiggins 9/11 

Gerald Davis 9/12 

Kinley Pigors 9/12 

Avery Simons 9/12 

Norma Wegman 9/13 

Syedi Acosta-Oviedo 9/14 

Nyles Clark 9/14 

Jane Henderson 9/14 

Diane Hatfield 9/15 

John Stocker 9/15 

Duane Geiler 9/16 

Jill Ann Kaddouri 9/16 

Edgar Trexler 9/17 

Cathy Bumgarner 9/18 

Charles Freeman 9/18 
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Carl McKenzie 9/19 

Beck Miller 9/19 

Mary Ross 9/19 

Brian Davis 9/20 

Sandy Jardot 9/20 

Osias Salgado 9/20 

Sharon Wohlt 9/20 

Barbara Pytel 9/21 

Andy Johnson 9/23 

Henry Schwenk 9/23 

John Simons 9/23 

Linda Smith Rymer 9/23 

Amparo Acosta 9/24 

Shirley Gray 9/24 

Richard Jackson 9/24 

James Reinhard 9/24 

Vicky Rholl 9/24 

Jan Dokter 9/25 

Phawinee Frederiksen 9/25 

Frederick Jonischus 9/25 

Kyle Kaddouri 9/25 

Patricia Robinson 9/25 

Larry Sewall 9/25 

Madden Stallings 9/26 

Robert Dahm 9/27 

Bruce Foster 9/27 

Sage Klingensmith 9/27 

Marc Shockley 9/28 

Linda Daleure 9/30 

William Slear 9/30 

 
Anniversaries 

 
 

Alan & Janet  Harms 8/4 1968 

Thomas & Alfredas 

Zalys Tews 8/4 2014 

Ed & Connie Nielsen 8/5 1989 

Harold & Lisa Johnson 8/6 1960 

Rick & Wendy Withrow 8/8 1978 

Dale & Karen Beardsley 8/9 1975 

John & Laurie Elliott 8/9 1997 

Steven & Joan Nyitrai 8/9 1900 

Joe & Cindy 

Bonicontri Warren 8/9 2003 

Ron & Carol Ontko 8/10 1957 

Gerald & Saundra Davis 8/12 1961 

Thomas & Layne Kasischke 8/13 1983 

Terry & Lori Schaefer 8/14 1976 

Joel & Karen Wolfrom 8/14 1971 

Kevin & Sue Filson 8/15 1981 

Barry & Bonnie Pierce 8/20 1988 

Dennis & Ada Gough 8/21 1960 

Dorwain & Louise Ann Larsen 8/21 1956 

Ed & Emily Trexler 8/21 1960 

John & Rochelle Simons 8/22 1965 

Mike & Linda Williamson 8/22 1970 

Joseph & Sandy Jardot 8/26 1979 

Peter & Kathy Oesterlin 8/26 2010 

Marty & Fran Berger 8/27 1983 

Ed & Charlotte Osterman 8/28 1976 

Ken & Chris Ring 8/29 1970 

Peter & Catherine Samulski 8/30 1996 

Richard & Charlotte Nelson 9/1 1967 

Dave & Stella Varnell 9/1 2007 

Larry & Geraldine Schwake 9/2 1962 

James & Shirley Howard 9/3 1955 

John & Julie Goins 9/4 1988 

Phillip & Vicki Safriet 9/4 1987 

William & Michele Benney 9/6 1986 

Richard & Carlene Belanger 9/9 1967 

Tim & Patricia Chambers 9/9 1972 

Martin & Janet Geyer 9/9 1958 

George & Catharin 

McCarthy Banta 9/10 2016 

Doug & Cathy Wilder 9/11 2010 

Peter & Amy Knight 9/12 2003 

Joshua & Becca 

Janowiak Adam 9/16 2017 

Anthony & Linda Pezzimenti 9/16 2000 

Anthony & Angelika Yannuzzi 9/16 2000 

Bob & Mary Jones 9/17 1966 

Richard & Rheta Luy 9/17 1955 

Charles & JoAnne Mummert 9/17 1972 

George & Suzanne Celtrick 9/18 2004 

Richard & Donna 

Christense

n 9/18 1976 

Horst & Lynne Wenz 9/19 1970 

Dan & Jill Wingard 9/19 1998 

Ladson & Jeanny Hart 9/20 1969 

David & Mary Sebby 9/20 2008 

Charles & Cheryl Fangmann 9/23 1990 

Peter & Karen-Eve 

Pfotzer Gollup 9/24 2017 

James & Kathy Reinhard 9/24 2011 

Glen & Lilly Bonetti 9/25 1982 

William & Marie Mortensen 9/27 1986 

Wade & Debra Sanders 9/27 1975 

Darrell & Marcia Kruse 9/29 1984 
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"Seeds of Hope" 
Our Chronic Condition Support Group 

Our goals are to inform, share and encourage those age 60+ who have a chronic 

condition, or for those who care for someone who has a chronic condition. Our 

purpose is to help with self-management using creative, practical strategies to 

nurture mind, body and spirit. "Seeds of Hope" provides a safe place for listening to 

concerns and for expressing needs. There is no charge. There is only an open 

invitation and a warm welcome. 

A reflection of Grace's "Seeds of Hope," a support group for those living with chronic conditions. 

"Hey, Lord. It's me...Rose. I need Your thoughts on something. The announcement in the church 

bulletin was about a new support group beginning called "Seeds of Hope," a support group for 

those living with chronic conditions, and I wondered if it could possibly help. You know, Lord, that 

I struggle with my health. You also know that I am coping with other changes in my life and there 

are days when all I can do is say my prayers at night and pray for a better tomorrow. Lord, is this 

one way my tomorrow could be better? I'm not sure how a support group for those with chronic 

conditions could possibly help, but I like the name -- Seeds of Hope.   

Yet, it makes me anxious to think about going to the meeting. Who will be there? What will they 

expect me to say? What should I share? Do I want to share? What will people think if they hear of 

my ailments? Will they think I am whining? Roll their eyes? Maybe I should wait until I'm better. Or, 

maybe I shouldn't go at all. What's the point? The doctor has already told me that there is no 

getting better, at least not as better as I would like to be. Oh, Lord, You understand me the best. 

Please give me Your thoughts. 

Hope. Seeds of Hope. I like to garden. I like to plant a bitty seed in the tilled up earth and fuss 

over it until the seed opens to allow a sprout to spring forth. Small and green, the little sprout 

navigates its tender body through the dirt and opens to the sun. Yes, Lord, those first days are 

definitely miracles of life!  

OK, Lord, I am going to plant a seed. It is the seed of "I'll try." I'll try this support group and see 

what it is all about. I'll try to share a bit of my life and I'll try to listen and be there for others as well. 

I'll see if the support group is good soil for me.  Help me with the planting, Lord. Thank you. 

Signed, Hopeful Rose" 

"Seeds of Hope" is a support group for those living with Chronic Conditions and also for those 

giving the care. It meets every second Tuesday of the month from 1-3 p.m. at Grace Lutheran 

Church. You do not have to be a member to attend. There is no fee.  Stay tuned for more 

reflections of "Hopeful Rose."  

Co-facilitators are Karen Wolfrom (MSA, RNC, CMC) and Vicki Marthaler (Associate in Ministry 

with the ELCA.) 

1245 6th Ave W 

Hendersonville NC 28739 

***Return Service Requested*** 


