
 

 

 

Grace Lutheran Church, ELCA  

1245 6th Ave. W., Hendersonville NC 28739 

gracehendersonville.com / pr@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 

December 2018-   

 January 2019 

THE JOY OF SERVING 
Serving In Small Ways 

When I think of serving, my mind goes back to helping others as a child. My 

mother was on the altar guild of St. John's Lutheran Church in Springfield, 

Ohio, where I was baptized, confirmed and married. I helped her deliver 

flowers to the shut-ins on Sundays. Chuck was a Nazarene at the time we 

met, but joined our church just before we were married. Our parents 

served as role models for serving in the church. My mother was a Sunday 

School teacher and worked at an outreach store that our church owned 

in the neighborhood. Chuck's mother was a Sunday School teacher; his 

father was a bus driver for the church and served as Sunday School 

superintendent. So we learned from their example that part of being a 

Christian was to serve others. 

We lived in New Jersey for a while but moved back to Columbus, Ohio, where we reared our 

children. We belonged to Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church there and became involved. 

Over the years, we served on church council and Boy Scouts. I was a member of the choir, 

served on the altar guild and occasionally (with some prodding!) played duets on the piano 

with our choir director. We also helped with Bible School. 

In 2015, we moved here to North Carolina. We visited several churches but fell in love with 

Grace. The kindness and generosity of our congregation was what drew us back, not to 

mention the beautiful building! One lady said to us, “We are like octopuses; we will just draw 

you in!” And you did! 

Chuck and I enjoy serving. He is the outgoing one; I am happy to serve behind the scenes. He 

now serves as chairperson on the evangelism committee, is a member of the mutual ministry 

committee and just recently became the new custodian for Grace and the preschool. I don't 

know where he gets all his energy! I am a member of Sarah Circle, the choir, and I help with our 

card ministry and have volunteered to help with fall cleanup. We are both involved in Blue 

Ridge Prison and Jail Ministry. One Saturday a month we occasionally help with Hot Dogs and 

Hugs, an outreach for families of incarcerated loved ones. 

It is truly a joy to serve! There have been times when I thought that maybe I would do something 

wrong if I was asked to serve. I'm sure many of you sometimes feel the same way. Well, never 

fear, because there are many people in our church you can rely on to show you the way with 

much love and support. There are many ways to serve in our everyday life; a smile, a kind word, 

helping a neighbor, taking food to someone just out of the hospital, or just being there. 

Matthew 20:28 “Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his 

life as a ransom for many.” 

Thank you and God bless you all. We appreciate the opportunity to share our thoughts with 

you. ~Shelley Clay 
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Message from Pastor Ken 

Pastor Ken Langsdorf – klangsdorf@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x305 

God with us through all of life and from generation to generation. 

 

Do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; 

I will strengthen you, I will help you,  I will uphold you with my victorious right 

hand. Isaiah 41:10 

Then we your people, the flock of your pasture, will give thanks to you forever; 

from generation to generation we will recount your praise. Psalm 79:13 

If someone asked you to give them another word for 'God', you could use the word 'Presence', 

for that is what God is. When Moses asked Yahweh his name, Yahweh replied, 'I am who I am' 

and this means 'I am present'. God is really saying, 'I shall be there for you.' God is intimately 

present to everything, and especially to us. Jesus's name is Emmanuel, which means 'God is with 

us'. Matthew's Gospel ends with the marvelous statement: Know that I am with you always; yes, 

to the end of time. (from Finding God in All Things by Brian Grogan SJ) 

In the Seasons of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany we consider what it means to us to have a 

God who comes to us, lives with us, and makes His ways of life and salvation known to us. In 

these seasons we think about how God has come to people in the past, especially as we read 

stories in the Bible about God being with people in life-giving ways. The Prophets tell us to 

prepare for the coming of God to our world and to our lives. Each day we open ourselves to the 

presence of God with us and working through us. And we anticipate how God will come to us 

and the world in the future.  

This past summer we made our annual trip to Wisconsin to visit family. While I was at the cottage 

on the lake I saw a small, black prayer book sitting on the counter. Just as I picked it up and 

started looking at it my Dad, came over to tell me about it. He told me that it was his 

grandmother’s daily prayer book. The title is, GOD’S MINUTE – A Book of 365 Daily Prayers Sixty 

Seconds Long for Home Worship. My Dad asked if I would like to have it.  I thankfully accepted 

this gift. 

My Dad told me that he remembered his grandmother taking time each day to sit in her 

rocking chair by the bay window and read her Bible. He and the other grandchildren knew to 

be quiet when grandma was having her devotion time. Outside of the bay window his 

grandfather had planted rose bushes so she could have pretty flowers to look at in her time of 

Bible reading. 

Most mornings, after I read the “Christ in our Home” devotion, I will read the prayer for the day 

from my great grandmother’s prayer book. It is written in Old English style with “Thee” and 

“Thou”. Even though the prayers were written many years ago they still speak to me and my life. 

These prayers open me up to know the presence of God with me. 

As I reflect on the prayer for the day I also think about my great grandmother sitting in the 

rocking chair by the window with the roses outside, and wonder what this prayer might have 

meant to her. I wonder how her faith might have been inspired and her life blessed through this 

prayer.  

I never met my great grandmother. She died long before I was born. But I feel connected to 

her. Through this prayer book and time of reflection my great grandmother was open to the 

presence of God in her life. I wonder what her life was like. I wonder about her faith and how it 

brought her comfort and direction for life.  
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Now this same book and same prayers inspire me and open me up to God’s guidance, comfort 

and blessing for my life.  

If I have grandchildren and great grandchildren, I wonder if they will find this book, and through 

these prayers know God with them. I wonder what their life will be like. I hope they will be 

inspired in their faith and guided in their life, knowing God is with them.  

The Advent, Christmas and Epiphany Seasons remind us that God is present with us through all 

things and from generation to generation.  

Grace Preschool 

Director: Beth Ann Lehr – balehr@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x318 

Please Follow the Preschool on Facebook: facebook.com/gracepreschoolhendersonville 

 

In-House Field Trips: Educational, Safe, and Promote Family Involvement: In order to expand our 

children’s knowledge about the world, we instituted a school-wide educational theme each 

month. This allowed families to become presenters about a variety of topics and keep our 

children safe at school instead of traveling distances to participate in field trips. We are so 

fortunate to have many talented families that want to support our Preschool. Topics include: 

Geography and Mindfulness for Pre-K, farming, fire prevention, community helpers, music, 

outreach, art, recycling, and physical education. All of these subjects enhance our child’s world 

view. For example, Helen Joy George, a Preschool parent for 8 yrs. and musician extraordinaire, 

was our first November In-House Field trip musical presenter. She joyfully visited the Walker and 

2’s classrooms and the Pre-K and 3’s in the Large Activity Playroom. Each child was invited to 

play the violin for their class which may spark an interest in playing an instrument. The In-House 

Field trip is a wonderful edition to our award winning curriculum. 

Preschool Christmas Play: The Preschool is very excited to be included in the church Christmas 

program for the second year. We have already started practicing our songs with Mr. Burton 

during Bible Storytime. Please come and warm your heart. 

Link your Ingles Advantage Card and your Harris Teeter card to our Tools for Schools: Link your 

Ingles Advantage Card to our Tools for Schools #11013 and your Harris Teeter card to #5517. The 

easiest way to enroll is to do this on the stores’ website or at checkout. With the Ingles Tools for 

Schools program, we receive points each time you purchase items, so we can select 

mailto:balehr@gracehendersonville.com
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educational materials from a catalog throughout the year. Last year, we were able to purchase 

many educational items for our school. Thank you for supporting this lucrative fundraiser. 

Openings in all age classes: We have openings in all of our classes. If you or someone you know 

needs a preschool anytime throughout the school year, please send them our way. We enroll 

children throughout the year and I would love to give them a tour. My contact information is: 

Preschool office 828-693-4972 or balehr@gracehendersonville.com. 

Preschool Registration for Fall 2019-2020 begins Monday, Jan. 22: If you are interested in your 

child or grandchild attending Grace Preschool in the Fall, please register promptly since class 

openings fill up quickly. Additional programs include Earlybirds, Aftercare, and Summer Camp 

for registered children. Grace Lutheran Preschool was rated the prestigious award of “Best 

Preschool” “Best Childcare”, “Best Parent/Child Program, “and “Best Aftercare” in Western 

North Carolina by WNC Parent magazine, as well as “Best Preschool” in Hendersonville by the 

Times News. Community registration begins Monday, Feb. 4. 

Financial Donations: We have many families 

who have financial difficulty sending their child 

to our Preschool but would like the educational 

opportunities and Christian environment of our 

Lutheran school. Please contact me if you are 

interested in donating any amount of money to 

this worthy cause. 

Thanks again for all of your support of our 

Preschool!  

~ Beth Ann Lehr 

Gifts Ministry 

Director of Gifts Ministry: Karen-Eve Pfotzer – kepfotzer@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x316 

 

Connecting volunteers to meaningful ministries.  

Want to volunteer or have a need to advertise? Sign up in lobby to volunteer or 

see Jolie Herman to help make meaningful connections. Submit volunteer needs 

by email before noon on Monday for the next Sunday bulletin, 

jherman@gracehendersonville.com 

Thank you for your Service! 

I was asked to write a short statement about why I volunteer at church and in the community. 

With great trepidation I agreed. I am far more comfortable being what I call a "back row" guy. 

Don't like to sit up front or seek out the spotlight, but I also feel volunteering is very important. 

Ephesians 2:10 says it best. For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  

I have been blessed volunteering for Grace and The Storehouse here in town. It is a food and 

hygiene pantry. When I told Lynn Staggs, the Executive Director about what I had been asked 

to do, she asked if she could write out her observations. I am humbled and blessed, by her 

words. 

mailto:kepfotzer@gracehendersonville.com
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When I think of Tom Morgan I think of Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, long suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control, Against such 

there is no law. 

Tom embodies all of these traits and through many years of him volunteering I have seen each 

one manifested in him. This many times happens in the office as he handles a number of varied 

tasks. He works with the clients but often makes sure all of our processes run smoothly and are 

thoroughly documented. He creates and updates data systems weekly; this allows us to run 

smoothly, give accurate reports and compile data for grants.  

I usually see these characteristics go into overdrive during our Blessings in Boxes intakes and 

distribution. This involves many hours and much patience. When he is not loading forms into 

Charity Tracker he is often helping, walking in between tables assisting, answering questions but 

mostly listening. Patiently and intently listening to that still small voice to see where God is 

leading him to make a difference. 

  

It is Tom's thoughtful dedication and faithfulness that IS the bedrock of showing God's Love 

indeed. ~Lynn H Staggs 

Volunteering is a blessing! You will never regret the opportunity. You might meet some lifelong 

friends in the process. ~Tom Morgan 

 

Lawn Care - Many Thanks! Now that the lawn mowing season is over (hopefully), we are 

GRATEFUL for the faithful and excellent service of Grace’s lawn-care teams: Dan Fredrick, Reid 

Northrup, Bob Sebby, Bill Hamilton, Henry Koch, Larry Cannady, Dick Miley, Richard Christiensen, 

Mark Marthaler, Jim Florine, Marty Berger, Dan Wingard, Mike Ericksen, Bill Pankhurst, Wade 

Patterson, Bernie Sochia, Dave Blatecky, Kevin Milford, and Dick Balenger. Terry West and Rick 

Conrad do a great job in maintaining Grace’s lawn equipment. Also thanks to Larry Hinshaw of 

Outdoor Equipment Repair for his occasional free-of-charge equipment repairs.  

Thank you to new volunteers for the Red Cross shelter for this season: Steve Buman, Kevin 

Filson, Flip Fisher, Jim & Joan Florine, Dick Miley, Joan Nyitrai, Steve Presley, and Horst Wenz. 

GYP — Grace Young Professionals 

Director of Young Professionals: Anne Monroe – amonroe@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x309 

 *Contact Anne for information concerning future GYP events. 

Grace Young Professionals Christmas Party! Dec. 10, Monday, 6:30 p.m. 

Rachel and Nick Cummings have invited us to their new 

home for a Christmas potluck and party. Bring your favorite 

Christmas dish to share. Rachel and Nick’s address: 110 

Malvern Drive, Hendersonville, NC 28739 

 

 

 

GYP at 2018 Oktoberfest 

mailto:amonroe@gracehendersonville.com
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Grace Youth Ministry 

Director of Youth Ministry: Anne Monroe – amonroe@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x309 

 

Commissioning of Worship leaders Milestone 

On Reformation Sunday nine High School youth were commissioned 

worship leaders. Expressing a desire to serve, they have been trained by 

the pastors to share in leading worship and are equipped to serve as 

lector, Communion server, music leadership, and Assisting Minister. Youth 

received a special milestone gift of a handmade decorated cross for use 

during worship. High School Junior Elise Trexler shares: “Though I made a 

few mistakes with the microphone, my first time serving as a worship 

leader was awesome. I was nervous of course but all of 

my friends were serving with me and some of my friends 

were getting confirmed, so I knew I wasn’t alone. It was 

really meaningful to get to pray for and with the whole 

church all at once, since usually I only see one service’s 

worth of people at a time when I’m in the congregation.” 

Our commissioned worship leaders are: Jake, Garett, 

Elise, Noah, Abbagail, James, Nelson, Lara, and Vanessa. 

We rejoice in their faith and willingness to lead! A recent 

podcast that shares more detail about this milestone with 

youth reflections can be found here: 

https://gracehendersonville.com/grace-podcast-project/  

 

Two of our commissioned worship leaders are pictured with their beautiful milestone gifts made 

by Grace member Jenny Buffalino. 

The Shepherd, the Lamb, and the Angel: December Second 

Sunday Lunch Dinner Theatre Dec. 9 at 12:30 p.m. Youth help 

serve the meal - menu is chili, salad, cornbread and dessert. Focus 

for December is “The Shepherd, the Lamb and the Angel”: a 

Christmas musical performed by our Children’s Ministry and Grace 

Preschool. High School Senior Lara Wingard, co-director of the 

Children’s choir and musical, says: “I’m glad I’ve had the opportunity to share something I love 

with the kids at Grace and in turn learning about the children. Though I’m sad to leave, I’m 

excited to see where Children’s Choir goes in the future. It has been a fun four years and I’m 

sad to see my time as co-director end.” Musical is directly after lunch. Open to all. The cost of 

the meal is covered, but donations invest in the lives and ministry of our youth. Sign up to 

attend. 

Middle School Confirmation Retreat 

Seventeen youth and adults participated in the annual Middle 

School Fall Confirmation Retreat at Lutheridge in November. The 

topic of the retreat was: “Psalms, Proverbs, and Praise” Retreat 

activities included camp fellowship, games, and a service project 

on Saturday afternoon at Interfaith Assistance Ministry. Retreat 

attendee Kaylee Colin-Solano shared this about the retreat: “I felt 

close to God, I liked the camp, and it was fun connecting to my 

cabin buddies.”  

Middle School Retreat Fall 2018 

mailto:amonroe@gracehendersonville.com
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We thank Mike Ericksen, Mandy Gibson, Ayman Kaddouri, and Bridget Monroe for their service 

as small group guides for the retreat. 
 

“There’s grace for that” Overnight Winter Retreat  

Saturday, Jan.12-Sunday, Jan. 13 at GLC for all High School youth, required for Mission Trip 

participants and Adult Guides (8th grade Mission Trip participants, too). High School Sophomore 

Jake Patterson shares: “I am very excited for the winter retreat. It will be a time for us to come 

together in preparation for our trip to Oklahoma and grow closer to God.” This retreat will 

include: fun group building activities, Interactive prayer stations, 8:15am worship planning, warm 

home cooked breakfast provided by Grace Members, and youth assisting with 8:15am worship 

leadership. We will begin at 6 p.m. on Saturday night Jan. 12 (eat dinner before you come) and 

be finished at 9:30 a.m. Sunday morning, Jan. 13. 

  
High School Youth enjoying their fall bonfire and Reformation Sunday 

Grace College Student Ministry 

In November, our High School youth 

assembled and mailed 22 care 

packages for our college students. 

Blue Ridge Community College 

student Grace Welch says: “As an 

active member of GYM in high 

school, I enjoyed putting together 

the College Care Packages for 

former youth. I loved bringing joy, 

faith and a sense of home to them 

while away at college. As a current 

freshman in college I am looking 

forward to my first College Care 

Package. I can’t wait to read the 

letter that the youth hand write to 

each individual student and listen to 

the awesome music mix they include for us to study with, enjoy on the weekends, or in the car. 

Thank you, Anne, and the rest of the GYM youth for the great packages!” College students: 

please join us for an End of Semester Lunch and welcome home for Winter Break on Monday, 

December 17, 12:30 p.m., at Olive Garden in Arden. Lunch is on us! 
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Getting To Know Our Council 

Rick Rehn 

How my gifts are enriching the mission of God through Grace. 

The word “gifts” is an interesting word. I believe that everything is a gift 

from God.  

At this point in my life I believe that my best gift is the time I have 

available for extracurricular activity. Using part of that time to serve 

God is extremely rewarding to me. Being able to say “yes” when 

asked gives me a great sense of satisfaction in my life. 

Serving as the Vice President of Council affords me the opportunity of 

using other leadership gifts granted to me through the years. The 

adage of older and wiser has some merits. I am grateful that the 

congregation has put their trust in me. 

Working on the Grace Stewardship Ministry to help accomplish Grace’s Long Range Goals will 

further Grace’s ability to bring more people to Christ. Finding new ways to get members 

involved in the work of the church will strengthen the foundation of the church. 

Helping with Memorial Garden interments allows me to share both sorrow and joy with grieving 

people. I believe that everyone is given the gift of compassion, and being able to share that 

gift has great rewards. ~Rick Rehn 

 

 

 

 
By directing designated Choice Dollars (SM) 

through Thrivent Choice, eligible members 

recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes 

some of its charitable outreach grant dollars. 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Barbara Fountain 

Carol Miley 

Richard Miley 

Brenda Williams 

Els Wolters 
 

Grace Lutheran Preschool 

Carlene Belanger 

Susan Snyder 

Memorials: 
 

Bill Slear 

Dennis and Ada Gough 

Emily Roseler 

 

Mike Dacko 

Dina Larsen 

Dan Mannix 

Rod and Diane Hansen 

Peter and Catherine Samulski 

Mr. Gibbs 

Lorraine Dacko and Family 
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A Message from Our President: Bonnie Pierce 

Women of the ELCA Fall Smoky Mountain Conference 

The Smoky Mountain Conference Fall Gathering hosted by us, Saturday Oct. 20, was a 

Bible study led by Rev. Linea Warmke. The topic, “Being released from bondage: being 

seen, touched and heard”, was based on Luke 13: 10-13. 

Participants broke into groups, answering questions regarding the power of the senses 

of sight, touch, and hearing, and their part in the lifting of burdens and illnesses. 

One group was asked to consider if you “really” see a person who is different or do you 

look beyond them as if they are not there. It was agreed we all need to be more aware 

of those around us, and their possible needs. 

Another group discussed the power of touch, and how to show God’s love with the 

power of touch, while taking precautions to be sure the touch is not misinterpreted, i.e. 

“Me Too” movement. The power of spoken and written words to bring healing and lift 

burdens was discussed, and God’s word given to us through the Bible and prayer was 

of greatest importance to those endeavors. 

The closing prayer beautifully summarized the study: “Holy One, you see us, you touch 

us, and you hear us, and you call us to do the same. Open our eyes, ears and hearts to 

live with deep awareness of the gifts of this day, this life; to love with deep compassion 

each person who crosses our path; and to see and hear – truly see and hear, all who 

are in need of Divine Love through our human flesh, our human touch; in the name of 

Jesus the Christ who sees and knows and calls us each day. Amen.” (Rev. Linda Faltin) 

GRACE QUILTERS, a wonderful outreach of the Women of the ELCA, were responsible for 

the quilts placed in the sanctuary on Thankoffering Day, Oct. 21.  One hundred quilts 

will be sent to Lutheran World Relief and 50 quilts will be sent to Eastern Carolina with 28 

lap quilts going to AURA, a place for Homeless Women Veterans.  Also quilts have been 

given to Living Waters, Safelight and IAM.  In addition to these quilts, high school seniors 

here at Grace are given a quilt upon their graduation.  

  

 

 

 

 
For additional information about this and other ministries of the Women of the ELCA,  

see the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or contact our president, Bonnie Pierce (315-657-6099). 

  

Invite a new member to your circle! 
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Spotlight on Social Ministry 

The Ministry of Hope 

The Ministry of Hope serves women - women just like the women 

you work with, the women who live in your community, the women 

you may know through church or civic organizations. The women at 

SCCW are mothers, daughters, sisters, family, and community 

members. Each has unique talents, abilities, personalities, and 

challenges. They come from all over the state of North Carolina. All 

of the women at SCCW are separated from their family, friends, 

and home, and many will not receive either visits or mail during their incarceration. 

The Ministry of Hope is a community-funded chaplaincy program which raises funds to employ 

on-site chaplains at Swannanoa Correctional Center for Women (SCCW) in Swannanoa, NC. 

Along with support staff and volunteers, our chaplains provide programs, guidance and 

leadership that are crucial to helping these women - many of whom struggle with addiction, 

abuse, health challenges, and grief issues. (90% are survivors of trauma and abuse.)  

The SCCW women are within 5 years of release/parole, so they are not simply slogging through 

their prison sentence, but actively planning for life on the outside. Many are aware that if they 

do not use their prison time to examine the root issues behind their addictions, they will go back 

to their old behaviors and end up back in prison. MOH chaplains help women prepare to re-

enter the outside world as healthier people, more able to contribute to their communities and 

families. Our chaplains offer the residents a sense of hope and real-world self-care tools to 

manage parenting, relationships, and employment, with discernment and spiritual maturity. Our 

programs provide mental, emotional, physical, and spiritual assistance to highly motivated 

women both during their incarceration and as they transition back into society, thus 

empowering them to make positive changes in their lives and to achieve self-sufficiency. 

WHAT ELSE DOES MINISTRY OF HOPE DO? 

• Coordinates religious services for all faith groups approved by the Dept of Public Safety 

• Recruits and supervises volunteers who lead religious groups 

• Collaborates with mental health, substance & domestic abuse programs, as well as SCCW 

staff 

• Leads various kinds of groups (grief, support, inner healing) 

• Conducts the Mentoring Programs (with assistance of volunteers) 

• Conducts the “Read Me a Story” Program 

• Coordinates the Moms and Teens Retreats and the Mother/Child Retreats 

• Coordinates emergency leave passes for inmates who have had a death in their immediate 

family 

• Allows inmates to make phone calls in times of crisis or family member’s medical emergency 

• Arranges weddings, baptisms, special visits with clergy or family members 

• Visits inmates in the hospital 

• Ministers to members of the staff in times of crisis 

• Supervises the SCCW dance team, “Kingdom Bound” and SCCW choir, “Voices of Hope” 

• Hears confessions 

• Takes inmates out into the community to share their stories 

• Plans and conducts special worship services in the chapel 

• Prays with inmates any time 
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Boys and Girls Club 

I have recently become the liaison on Social 

Ministry Committee to the Boys and Girls Club of 

Hendersonville. I have been involved as a volunteer 

with the club in the past, have supported the 

organization and have talked to director, Julia 

Hockenbury, to find out how things are operating at 

this time.  

Mission Statement of Boys and Girls Club: “To inspire and enable young people, especially those 

who need us most, to realize their potential as productive, responsible and caring citizens.” 

Julia commented to me, and I pass this on to you ……”think about being a single parent, 

working all day, or a family where both parents need to work to support the family.  How can 

you take care of the children – it is so nice to have a neighborhood, safe place where your 

children can interact with other children, can study and can have new and different 

experiences - that is the Boys and Girls Club!” 

It is a place that you can afford, where he or she is taught respect for others, the importance of 

studying and the value of self-esteem, in an environment that permits your child to learn and 

grow. The club does this through power hour (study time very often with volunteers to help or 

tutor), interactive play time, and growth discussion classes.  The club serves an average of 350 

youth daily and more during the summer. It is so important that we stay involved with the young 

people of our community. 

If you would like more information about the club, please feel free to contact me.  I plan to 

continue to write reports in a little more depth on different aspects of the club and the work 

they do and on some of the many children who have gone on to such successful lives, thanking 

the club for the wonderful part it has played in their lives. 

Nancy Engstrom 

Living Waters Lutheran Church Update 

Another great food drive for Living Waters food pantry has been 

completed. There were about 50 boxes taken to them, plus numerous 

financial contributions.  

One lady from Cherokee helped by the food pantry at Living Waters 

indicated how grateful she is with the following narrative: 

“I am happy I have this resource to help feed my family. It's almost like 

a grocery store. Everyone is so friendly when we come to shop. The 

volunteers know you by name and they make my kids feel special. I 

really like that it's like a grocery store because it means you can get 

what you need and you have a choice. We're so lucky to have a 

place like this in our community - you don't feel so bad that you don't have as much as other 

people.” 

After a year of our getting to know Pastor Jack and Lisa during visits, an Oasis commentary and 

demonstrations, we look forward to more events next year. Conversations about the food 

pantry drives in May and October next year, plus visits with our youth, Lutheran Men in Mission, 

and other groups will occur. 

I pray God will direct us in our endeavor to be His light with our friends at Living Waters and 

beyond. ~Rosaleen Dawes 
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Grace Social Ministry 

Grace Social Ministry partners with over 30 non-profit social services agencies in Henderson 

County and beyond, reaching out to people in need, and in the name of Christ. Faithful to our 

Church’s mission of Transforming Lives Through Christ, Grace Social Ministry accompanies El 

Centro and supports their mission statement: Working together for a better community. Grace 

and El Centro welcome their new Executive Director, Sergio Fernandez, and we express 

appreciation for the many years of service of their former Co-executive Directors, Evelyn 

Alarcon and Carolina McCready. A brief description and the website link to El Centro follows: 

http://www.elcentrohvl.com. If you feel compelled and called by God to become part of this 

ministry partnership, and/or Social Ministry in general, please contact Grace Social Ministry co-

chairs, Jim Krause (jkrause7622@gmail.com) or Becky Schmidt (cap01sch@gmail.com). 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Story 

El Centro of Henderson County is a grassroots nonprofit organization, formed in May of 1998 to 

address the many challenges that accompany the increasing numbers of Latino immigrants to 

Western North Carolina. The mission of El Centro is to create a more inclusive community for 

Latinos, by providing unique services, developing grassroots leaders and working together to 

access community resources.  

Nuestra Historia 

El Centro del condado de Henderson es una organización comunitaria, sin ánimo de lucro, 

fundada en mayo del 1998 para confrontar los muchos desafíos que acompañaban el número 

creciente de inmigrantes latinos en la parte occidental de Carolina del Norte. El objetivo de El 

Centro es crear una comunidad que sea más inclusiva para los latinos, por medio de 

proporcionar servicios que sean únicos, desarrollar líderes comunitarios y trabajar juntos para 

acceder recursos comunitarios. 

  

http://www.elcentrohvl.com/
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December & January Birthdays 
 

Brandon Buman 12/1 

Robert Frederiksen 12/1 

Gary Kester 12/1 

Javier Zaragoza 12/2 

Kemper Gibson 12/3 

Barry Pierce 12/3 

Dorothy Schuette 12/3 

Gunner Kaddouri 12/4 

Simons Michels 12/4 

Sue Janowiak 12/5 

Judy Prasil 12/5 

Thelma Williams 12/5 

Brayden Howard 12/6 

Lesley Darrah 12/8 

Marie Scarlett 12/8 

Gregory Williams 12/8 

Linda Bowman 12/9 

Noel Braun 12/9 

Isabella Christensen 12/9 

Philip Klein 12/9 

D'Anne Martin 12/9 

Lot Acosta 12/14 

Els Wolters 12/14 

Ken Loken 12/15 

Karen-Eve Pfotzer 12/15 

Alexis Rubianes 12/15 

Layne Kasischke 12/16 

Caren Geiler 12/17 

Joyce Hallberg 12/17 

Thomas Matthews 12/17 

Bernard Sochia 12/18 

Grace Welch 12/18 

Cheryl Redenbacher 12/19 

Emma Boedeker 12/20 

Jaiden Davis 12/20 

Samuel Elliott 12/20 

Kameron Kaddouri 12/20 

Sue Filson 12/22 

Erin Rholl 12/22 

Brayden Tody 12/22 

Warren Weber 12/22 

Joyce Eddy 12/23 

William Pryor 12/25 

Emily Roseler 12/25 

Marjana Morava 12/26 

Tom Schober 12/26 

Ella Sochia 12/26 

Lauren Sochia 12/26 

Edward D'Avanzo 12/27 

Ann Harrison 12/27 

Jane Nelson 12/27 

David Roach 12/28 

Timothy Meadows 12/29 

Susan Albers 12/30 

Eleonore Kloiber 12/30 

Friedel Sharadin 12/30 

Kenneth Ring 12/31 

Bonnie Wells 1/1 

Ruth Derrick 1/2 

Perry Nelson 1/2 

David Pigors 1/2 

Kathy Reinhard 1/2 

Laurie Elliott 1/3 

Isai Solano 1/3 

Said 

Solano-

Jimenez 1/3 

Terry Schaefer 1/4 

Josie Lanquist 1/6 

Ema Masha 1/6 

Katya Pigors 1/6 

Paige Willms 1/6 

David Berks 1/7 

Norris Crigler 1/7 

Lynn Nichols 1/7 

Patrick Patterson 1/7 

Susan Steiner 1/7 

Lillie Grace Keener 1/8 

Sharon Doty 1/9 

Charles Jones 1/9 

Catharin 

McCarthy-

Banta 1/9 

Anne Lilly 1/10 

Susan Snyder 1/11 

Valerie Veitch 1/11 

Christopher Bufalino 1/12 

Rheta Luy 1/12 

Reid Northrup 1/12 

Lorna Bashore 1/13 

Hannah Lilly 1/13 

Karen Beardsley 1/14 

Yvonne Forsythe 1/14 

Carol Ontko 1/14 

Riley Parson 1/15 

Sharon Zaragoza 1/15 

Laura Spencer 1/17 

John Wells 1/18 

Robert Engstrom 1/19 

Rachael Kelly 1/19 

Brenda Sigmon 1/20 

Joan Florine 1/21 

Matthew Rholl 1/21 

James Stoltenberg 1/21 

Peter Gollup 1/22 

Tamara Miller 1/23 

Wendy Withrow 1/23 

Mary Eichorn 1/24 

Marjorie 

Ann Loken 1/24 

Charles Mummert 1/24 

Charlotte Osterman 1/24 

Suzanne Celtrick 1/25 

Rae Foster 1/25 

Myra Glowacki 1/25 

Joseph Jardot 1/25 

Abbagail Welch 1/25 

Nathaniel Clark 1/26 

Barbara Fountain 1/26 

Jennifer Moore 1/26 

Lilly Bonetti 1/27 

Peter Knight 1/27 

Richard Miley 1/28 

Ethan Renken 1/29 

Judith Lichtenhagen 1/30 

Nancy Engstrom 1/31 

   



 

 

 

Anniversaries 
 

 

Norris & Cricket Crigler  12/2 

Pam & Richard Wingrove  12/3 

Karen & Tom Bowman  12/6 

Paul & Dorothy Schuette  12/7 

Jan & Johanna Dokter  12/9 

Bill & Marisol Gollnick  12/9 

Henry & Pat Schwenk  12/10 

Aaron & Evelia Solano-Miraflores  12/10 

Alfredo & Alesandra Oviedo  12/12 

Ed & Judy Lichtenhagen  12/15 

Kevin & Rebecca Havener  12/16 

Jim & Darla Krause  12/19 

Ken & Kitty Etterman  12/22 

John & Myra Glowacki 12/22 

Phil & Linda Rymer 12/23 

Terry & Jane Andersen  12/26 

Jim & Mary Tatham 12/26 

Dick & Carol Miley 12/28 

John & Linda Stocker 1/2 

 

 

  

Roger & Judy Bohn  1/5 

Noe & Lorena Acosta  1/6 

Duane & Caren Geiler  1/7 

Alan & Patty Ann Dietrich  1/9 

Ken & Catherine Langsdorf 1/9 

Jim & Joan Florine 1/13 

Don & Nancy Bell 1/16 

Ann & Robert Moroni 1/16 

Warren & Young Weber  1/16 

Noel & Delores Braun  1/21 

Larry & Carol Sewall  1/22 

Pam & Lonnie Badin  1/23 

Jim & Ellen Morrison  1/23 

Bob & Karen Frederick  1/26 

Lynn & Mike Nichols  1/26 

Jim & Heather Wiggins  1/28 

Dick & Vivian Pemble  1/30 

Keith & Lori Johnson  1/31 



Page 15  

 

Christmas Eve & Day Services 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, Monday 

10 a.m. – Children & Family Bilingual Service with Holy Communion. 

7 & 9 p.m. – Traditional, candlelight services celebrating Christ’s birth in word, music and Holy 

Communion.  

Christmas Day, Tuesday, Dec. 25 

10 a.m. – Carol-fest service. Christmas scripture, singing and Holy Communion. 

Wednesday Evening Advent Services – Dec. 5, Dec. 12, Dec. 19, 6 p.m. 

Praying with the Saints in Advent. Wednesday evening Advent worship services stand as a 

reminder for us to slow down as the world around us rushes headlong toward Christmas. Advent 

worship offers us a time of reflection and prayer as we prepare our hearts to welcome the Christ 

child. This year, we will seek inspiration by observing commemorations that fall during the month 

of December. According to hymnal resources, commemorations "illuminate various aspects of 

the church's life and mission through the lives of women and men who have followed Christ in 

succeeding generations." As we look to Christ as our light, breaking through the darkness of 

these often cold, dreary days, may we also see that light reflected - however imperfectly - in 

the lives of ordinary people. May the faithful witness of the ones we consider, inspire our prayer 

as we prepare to receive in faith what they see face to face. For three Wednesday evenings, 

we will explore the meaning of Christ’s birth through the eyes of different cultures. Most weeks, 

our liturgy will be the beautiful Holden Evening Prayer.  

Dec. 5 - Nicholas (commemorated on Dec. 6) 

Dec. 12 - Ambrose (commemorated on Dec. 7) 

Dec. 19 - Katharina von Bora Luther (commemorated on Dec. 20) 

A simple meal will be offered from 4:45-5:30 p.m. each week. A love offering is requested. 

Advent worship will begin at 6 p.m. in the sanctuary. One of our pastors will lead us in 

considering the selected saint. We will conclude with Holden Evening Prayer. 

3rd Annual Beer & Carols 

Dec. 2, 4-6 p.m., at The Poe House. 

Grace leads this event that invites the community to sing familiar carols, giving us a chance to 

invite them to Grace. Come sing and meet new people. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thrive Clubhouse Christmas Dinner, Dec. 14, Friday, 5 p.m. 

Mark your calendars! Helpers should be there at 4 p.m. The Dinner will be held again in Stull Hall. 

The Clubhouse is a psycho-social rehabilitation day program for persons suffering with a mental 

illness. 

The Social Ministry Committee sponsors the annual Christmas Dinner but needs the 

congregation’s help. It has been a meaningful experience to serve in this way. Thanks to all of 

you who helped last year. Please join us again this year. We need first-timers to help too! Help is 

needed to decorate, to provide congealed salads and desserts, to serve and to help clean-up 

afterward. This Dinner is an opportunity to reach out - to let those who often feel rejected and 

ostracized, know that we care.  

Look for the sheet at the Sign-up Station. If you would like more information, call Rosaleen 

Dawes, 828-693-6810 or Skip Andersen, 828-697-0464 

1245 6th Ave W 

Hendersonville NC 28739 

***Return Service Requested*** 


