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THE JOY OF SERVING
Serving In Small Ways
Part of being a member of Grace has provided opportunities to serve others in a multitude of
ways. Participating in large-impact service projects in and out of Grace has been a joy in my
life, but some of the biggest differences aren't always made by participating in big service
projects. They can be made by being available for everyday service to others.
Whether through big or small acts, serving others can be a difficult thing to do while juggling
other obligations in our busy lives. Being available to help others at any time can be exhausting!
Thus, selfless service requires a strong, well-kept spirit, which is difficult to maintain. This is why I
believe followers of the Lord have an advantage when serving others. When our service is
rooted in the word and will of God, our spirit cannot be broken so easily, and makes Christian
love so special.
The fruits we bear in life are dependent on where our roots are planted, and this is reflected in
how we treat and serve others. Serving others consistently is hard, but by being planted in
scripture, selfless acts come naturally. It is because of this that good service comes from a good
relationship with God as our foundation, and my hope is that my relationship with the Father
grows, and then, my ability and likelihood to serve will grow as well. My roots are planted in
heavenly love and in the Holy Spirit, and the fruits I bear are joyful acts of servitude. I invite my
fellow followers of Christ to maintain your rooted spirits, and branch out so your fruits can be
utilized in God's master plan.
~Ronnie Monroe

How does God work through you? Share your story!
Email jherman@gracehendersonville.com

Message from Senior Pastor Greg Williams
Pastor Greg Williams – gwilliams@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x307

Deepening Our Worship Experience
I grew up in a small congregation that was traditional, but not formal liturgically.
With only 50 people, fancy, festive formal liturgies just weren’t possible. The first
three parishes I served had more people, more musicians, and so liturgy was
more formal. In recent years, Lutheran worship increasingly reflects our deep, rich,
and profoundly spiritual worship roots.
Several members have asked me recently, “What is the proper way for me to honor the
processional cross during worship?” You may have noticed there is some variety in this that
worshipers have brought from previous church experiences.
So to help me, I reached out to a liturgically knowledgeable friend. Here is what Pr. David
shared with me. This is the practice that I invite you to join me in taking up as a spiritual and
physical act of honoring Christ in worship.
The processional cross is the standard of our resurrected Savior, Jesus the Christ - the symbol of
our redemption. It represents Christ leading us into worship; standing before us as the word is
read and proclaimed and the meal is shared. Worship concludes with Christ leading us out into
the world, where we are sent to serve Christ. “Symbolically the procession ‘with the cross of
Jesus going on before’ (ELW #660, “Lift High the Cross”) is a powerful suggestion of the Christian
life, following Christ wherever he leads.” (Manual on the Liturgy, p.203)
We begin with the cross at the font for confession and absolution. We remain facing the cross as
it is carried from the font, to its place in the chancel. The cross is carried majestically high and
strictly vertical. As the cross passes us in procession, we bow our heads in respect and rotate so
we continue facing the cross.
When the cross reaches the front of the nave, the crucifer turns to face the congregation. All
who process in behind the cross (choir members, assisting ministers, pastors) pause to bow
reverently when in proximity to the cross before moving to their seats. After the presiding minister
approaches, the crucifer moves and places the cross in its stand.
During the procession out, during the last hymn, the same protocol is followed. The cross leads
us out. Worship leaders follow with the pastors again at the end. Worshipers may bow as the
cross passes and rotate toward the rear to continue facing it. The crucifer will wait with the cross
at the font until worshipers are dismissed to go and serve.
It may sound like insignificant details, but we are enacting our faith in Christ, our Redeemer and
King. We honor the cross, the sign of our redemption - our source of hope that sustains us in this
life and into eternal life.
This spiritual discipline and act of worship is growing on me as a meaningful act of devotion. I
hope and pray it will be the same for you.
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Grace Youth Ministry
Director of Youth Ministry: Anne Monroe – amonroe@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x309

Grace Lutheridge Counselors

This summer, Grace Lutheran Church had four college students serving on staff at Lutheridge
Camp. Evan and Bobby, two of our Western Carolina students, and Grace Welch, Blue Ridge
Community College, served as counselors. Olivia, UNC-Chapel Hill recent graduate, served on
senior staff as PA area director. We give thanks for our young people sharing their gifts, God's
love, and the light of Christ with campers this summer. Thank you to our outdoor ministries
programs who provide leadership opportunities, community, and growth.
“I am grateful Grace has had the opportunity to work as a Counselor at Lutheridge this summer.
Grace is gaining skills that will positively impact her professional and personal life, forever.
Working under pressure. This skill was best practiced while Grace worked as a “General
Duty” staff member. She had to learn to work within a group of people she had never met and
some with very different personalities than herself. The group did not have time to bond before
they were given the responsibility of serving the entire camp three meals a day, each
meal within a very narrow time frame. She had to assess the individual personalities very quickly
and then decide how she would direct, and decide how she would respond to direction
from, these people. She had to make these assessments and decisions while directly engaged
in the assigned tasks.
“Maintaining professionalism while encountering the obnoxious.” Grace shared a story of a
camper in her care that did not want to be at camp. The camper cried and screamed the
entire week. The young person threw them self on to the ground and protested joining the
group every day. Grace had to practice “being the adult.” She had to remain calm and
productive, while setting aside her own grievances and making decisions in the best interest of
the child.
“Lifelong relationships.” As Grace continues her summer at Lutheridge, some of the relationships
she is forming will be lifelong. The select young adults that share her passion for the ministry will
continue to be present at camp and similar gatherings and professional functions. As a Camp
Counselor, Grace is building the foundation of her adult life; all while she thinks she is, “just
getting paid to have fun.””
~Christina Welch
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2019 Osage Nation Summer Mission Trip

We thank our team for their ministry with the Osage Nation, Oklahoma community and our
Grace family for the support and prayers! While participating in the 2019 Mission Trip week, our
team experienced the National Civil Rights Museum in Memphis, TN and served on several work
projects in Pawhuska, OK. For our Service Learning we partnered with Youthworks on various
home repairs, a local farm that donates its produce, soup kitchen, and a local kids’ camp. We
will share our experiences at the Cross+Generational Ice Cream Social on Sunday, Aug. 18 at 3
p.m. in Stull Hall. Don’t miss this fabulous presentation!
Junior Jake Patterson shares: “Dear Grace family: Thank you
so much for all of your prayers and support during our mission
trip to the Osage Nation in Oklahoma. I would also like to
thank you for your donations and kindness in helping us
complete this amazing experience. From the National Civil
Rights Museum on Friday, to the community 4th of July
celebration on Thursday, and everything in between, it was
an unforgettable week. I was able to learn so much more
about myself and my relationship with God and others on the
mission trip. One way I learned about myself was through the
National Civil Rights Museum and our service site. My group’s
project was a hard one. We had to rip out and replace
rotten siding in 90 degree Oklahoma heat with some of the
worst mosquitoes north of the Amazon rainforest. This was a project where I wanted to quit
many different times. However the Civil Rights Museum visit earlier in the week helped me to
push forward and persevere. For many years African-Americans have been held back and
discriminated against, and still are, but they kept on fighting for what is right. This experience
helped me during our service time because I and the rest of my group kept working. Although
we didn’t fully complete the job (lack of tools and professionally trained leadership will do that
to you), we made a big impact on the house and the owner’s life. The week also strengthened
my relationship with God and others because it helped me put my faith in them while we were
working. This faith also helped my ability to trust others, as one person can’t do a job all by
themselves and must have their faith and trust in others to complete that job effectively. All in
all, this was one of the best weeks of my life and I learned a lot about everything, especially
myself and God. It wouldn’t have been possible without all of you. Thank you!
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Children, Youth, and Family Lutheridge Pool Party Kickoff

Fall Ministry for Children, Youth, and Family Ministry kicks
off on Sunday, Aug. 25 with a private pool party at
Lutheridge Camp. After worship (12:30 p.m.) we will
carpool to the camp for a picnic lunch and enjoy an
afternoon of swimming. We should return to Grace by 4
p.m. See Anne or Jill to register and for box lunch
reservations. Kidds Club members need a parent
present to attend. Freshman youth, Josie Knight, shares
about her recent Lutheridge experience in June: “This
was my first time going to a church camp in a long
time. I was not at all interested in going, but the
program I signed up for - Hammock Hangout sounded
fun. After the first day I realized how many great things
there are to do at Lutheridge. I enjoyed meeting kids
from Florida, Philadelphia, and many other places. All
the activities were so much fun including just chilling in my hammock! I enjoyed it so much I've
already signed up for next year!”
Special thank you from Anne
Thank you to all Grace members, friends, and family members who took the time to write a
‘special’ letter to one of our 2019 Mission Trip participants. Each night of the trip our teens
received ‘mail’ from various Grace members or family. Almost 150 letters were shared with our
youth! In this digital age where our young people receive most of their information through a
screen, think how wonderful this ministry is for each participant to get a loving handwritten note
of support and encouragement from a ‘Triple A’ adult—authentic, available, and affirming.
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Gifts Ministry
Director of Gifts Ministry: Delia Jovel – djovel@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x316
Connecting volunteers to meaningful ministries.

Want to volunteer or have a need? See Delia to help make meaningful
connections. Submit volunteer needs by email before noon on Monday for the
next Sunday bulletin.

Thank you for your Service …
Be Passionate By Serving
A few weeks ago, I had the pleasure to meet Jan, a member of our congregation, born in the
Netherlands. I had a very interesting conversation about some personal experiences, about our
Gifts Ministry, and about his personal passion for serving.
I was impressed to know that Jan has been involved in many different projects in our
community. Feed the Kids Coalition, Good Samaritan Attic, Habitat for Humanity,
Hendersonville Rescue Mission and Housing Assistance Corporation (HAC). With this last
organization, Jan has found a special interest, a personal passion and commitment.
“In the 1950s, when I was young, our family of seven moved from an old, outdated home to a
new one. I remember how good it felt to have electricity in all rooms, modern plumbing on both
floors, and to be surrounded by solid walls. This experience was the reason I began to volunteer
with Housing Assistance’s home repair and new construction programs. I wanted to help
provide the sense of security my family felt so many years ago to those around me who need it
most.
A personal experience is a key factor that determines our interests for serving and even in
choosing a specific mission. For Jan, it was very important to feel that the mission he is working
on has a sense of justice. “I work with them because I believe in their mission - that every person
deserves the opportunity to live in a decent home... besides I enjoy what I’m doing”
Housing Assistance is a local nonprofit organization 501(c)(3) - serving our community for more
than 30 years. HAC provides safe and affordable housing to persons in limited income of
Henderson county and surrounding areas. This organization operates 292 apartment units, has
built over 170 single family homes, and completes an average of 100 home repairs every year.
“I am a regular construction volunteer (volunteering about one day a week) and I have seen
how Housing Assistance benefits our community. Though I think all their programs are great, I
personally like to volunteer on the home repair sites. The work that this program does is life
changing. I have witnessed firsthand the sad living conditions that some people unfortunately
have to endure. For example, one house where I volunteered was home to a family with two
small children. Their roof was leaking, a portion of the electricity did not work, duct tape was
used to cover holes in the windows, and in the room where the children slept and played, there
was no floor covering. The repairs done through Housing Assistance created a healthier and
safer environment for that family. For me, helping to improve their living conditions was a joy.”
As with any nonprofit, HAC relies heavily on donations to complete their mission. This year, to
raise money for future housing solutions, they are building a “Fundraiser House.” This house is
being built entirely from donated funds, materials, with volunteer labor. Once construction is
completed, the Fundraiser House will be placed on the open market for sale. All proceeds from
the sale of the house will go to fund HAC’s programs. In order to complete this house, Housing
Assistance is in need of more donations and volunteers.
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More information about the Housing Assistance Corporation can be found on their
website: www.housing-assistance.com. In case you need help with home repairs you cannot
afford or need to find affordable housing solutions, contact the Housing Assistance Corporation
at 828-692-4744. You are always welcome to stop by their office at 602 Kanuga Road in
Hendersonville NC, during office hours.
Jan has a final thought for the readers: “Do you want your kids or grandkids to play in a room
with a leaking roof, no carpeting and electricity, and duct tape covering the holes in the
windows? Of course not! You would do something about it and this is your chance - donate
and/or volunteer your time at Housing Assistance to help make a difference in the lives of our
community.”
Our Church is extremely proud of all our members who, every time they can serve, give their
best out of their love for God and for others.
We Are Grateful!
GRACE-filled and GRACE-ious friends in our Faith Family,
How can we ever thank all of you for the loving, spirited, and joyful celebration with us on our
Wedding Day, June 15? We were indeed overwhelmed by your care, your happiness, and most
of all by your prayerful greetings and wishes and worshipping with us.
We so appreciate all Greg Dodd and Jolie Herman did to guide and provide for every detail,
and to Pat Robinson, Nadine Christensen and Judy Stoltenberg for the beautifully set tables in
Stull Hall.
We thank you for your care and welcoming and sharing of your talents with our families, our
non-member local and out of town friends. As a result of Grace’s tremendous Spirit, of Pastors
Ken’s and Alfredo’s leadership and message, several guests have returned to Grace for visits
and others have looked for similar ELCA congregations in their hometowns.
How happy and blessed we were to be surrounded by blessings…..blessings of each one of
you, and by the Spirit of God’s plans, our hands becoming alive and vibrant!
We love you and thank you and, most of all, thank God for you!
~Dave and Sallie Weber
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Invite a new member to your circle!
“Do Justice. Show Mercy. Walk Humbly with God.”
Vicki Marthaler, Grace Lutheran WELCA President
In June I had the wondrous opportunity to attend the
North Carolina Women of the ELCA Spring Gathering
held at the Lenoir-Rhyne University campus in Hickory,
NC.
About 116 women answered the call to gather! Our
accommodations were the vacated dorm rooms due to
the summer schedule. Our meals were served at the
food court offering a wide variety of options – all good!
Our gathering space was a state-of-the-art auditorium
where we held our business meetings as well as sang a
little, danced a little (yes we did), listened a little and
were entertained (by some very energetic cloggers!) ,
educated (with a Bible Study on Micah) and inspired…… a lot (the keynote speaker had our
complete and total attention.)
Also scheduled throughout the weekend were “Awareness Sessions.” Awareness Sessions
provided excellent opportunities to learn more about issues or topics of interest to the women of
the church. We also assembled school kits and accepted donations for mission work.
And, of course, there were 100+ women to get acquainted with or renew friendships.
My take away from this weekend is this:
The value of Gathering the Faithful is priceless.
Together prayers are prayed and support and encouragement are offered in generous portion.
Together needs are met. Burdens shared. Accomplishments celebrated.
Together worship is enhanced. The Spirit is renewed. The bond of sisterhood is strengthened.
Together is of benefit to the gathered, the community and the very body of Christ.
Our keynote speaker was very passionate. As she looked out at the women of faith gathered,
she declared “God is very interested in your participation…..As Mary agreed to receive Jesus
into her very body, so then she was called to take Him and give Jesus to the earth.” We may
not be asked to participate in giving birth to a child, but I believe we are called, gathered and
enlightened to give to the world the Jesus that seeks justice, shows mercy and walks humbly in
our very midst. God is interested in our participation. He delights when we gather together in His
Name and attend to the work of the Kingdom. I pray as women of the church, TOGETHER, we
will continue to seek ways to share Jesus.
“Never flag in zeal. Be aglow with the Spirit. Serve the Lord!” (Romans 12:11) ~Vicki Marthaler

For additional information about this and other ministries of the Women of the ELCA,
see the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or contact our president, Vicki Marthaler (218-849-5683).
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Stewardship
Giving for God's Kingdom and Work on this Earth
We have a great privilege to offer our monies in service to God. As Matthew 6:21 states, "For
where your treasure is, these your heart will be also." Our real riches have nothing to do with
money, but rather our relationship with Jesus who brings us joy, love, peace, and guides us "to
take hold of that which is truly life" - 1 Timothy 6:19. As stated in Matthew 6:20, our riches are
found in investing in eternity and laying up treasures in heaven where neither moth nor rust
destroys.
From Old Testament days, humans have been directed to bring the first fruits to God and as
Proverbs 3:9 says, "honor the Lord with your wealth." God gave us the best when God sent His
Son to die on the cross for our sins and give us eternal life. In like manner, we should want to
give our first fruits to God before we take care of our other responsibilities. God provides us with
our lives and has a plan for them. If we choose to honor God with our monies, we show God
how important He is in our lives.

By directing designated Choice Dollars (SM) through Thrivent Choice, eligible members
recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes some of its charitable outreach grant dollars.
Grace Lutheran Church
Barbara Fountain
Thank you for designating Grace for your Thrivent Choice dollars!

Spotlight on Social Ministry
Grace Habitat Blitz Build
Our Grace Habitat Blitz Build has been scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 7 (rain date Saturday,
Sept. 14.) The work begins at 8 a.m. at the Habitat Subdivision, Dodd Meadows, in East Flat Rock
at the intersection of E. Blue Ridge Rd and Crest Rd. We will gather at the job site. Lunch will be
provided along with refreshments.
Construction experience is not required! Supervision is provided by Habitat personnel.
Additionally, tools will also be provided by Habitat, but if you have a tool belt, hammer, tape
measure, etc... it would be good to being them.
Sign-up sheets will be available in the lobby beginning on Sunday Aug. 18. If you cannot work a
full day, you may sign up for a half day. We will also need volunteers to assist in serving lunch.
So, we have something for everyone! It's a great day for Grace volunteers, but an even greater
day for the family that will get the keys to this new home when it is finished.
Questions? Contact Jim Krause, 828-595-3120
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Thrive Clubhouse Picnic
Thursday, September 12, 11:30 a.m.
This is the 30th annual picnic sponsored by the Social Ministry Committee. It will be held at
Jackson Park and enables us to share God's love by our involvement.
The Clubhouse is a psychological rehabilitation day program for the adults with mental illness.
The members strive to become more productive and self-sufficient citizens of the community
through skills they learn.
Sign-up sheets are available in the foyer and you can indicate if you can bring a salad or
dessert and if you are available to help the day of the picnic.
If you have any questions, contact Rosaleen Dawes, 828-693-6810.
Anyone wanting to donate items that can be used in the raffle would be appreciated. Items for
men especially such as bath soap, lotion, nail clippers and toothpaste.
“Aubrey attends the Thrive Clubhouse daily and has built many
friendships throughout the years. He loves attending the yearly endof-summer picnic at Jackson Park and seeing all of the fantastic
volunteers from Grace Lutheran. Aubrey is currently taking Adult
Basic Education classes through Blue Ridge Community College.
Aubrey's favorite subjects are science and math. Aubrey has
expressed an interest in journalism and is an avid story teller. One of
the things Aubrey enjoys most about his classes, at Blue Ridge, is all
the new knowledge and information he has the opportunity to
learn each day.”

School Supplies for Lutheran World Relief
Now through Sept. 29
Needed: 70-sheet notebooks - wide or college-ruled; rulers with centimeters and inches; pencil
sharpeners; blunt scissors; #2 pencils; ballpoint pens (no gel); erasers approximately 2 ½” long;
and 24 count crayons. Place supplies in the school kit box in Fellowship Hall or write a check
designating LWR school kits and place in the offering plate.
Questions? Call Carol Ontko, 828-891-9452.
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Birthdays
Sandra Liese
Wiley Danner
Marietta Archis
Joanne Helppie
Valentine Murtha
Barbara Bair
Adrian Clark
Roger Bohn
William Gollnick
Said Solano-Jimenez
Gyongyi Horvath
Felipe Vargas
Natalie SolanoVillalon
David Weber
Amber Fort
James Hendley
Carol Morain
Kevin Havener
Steven Owens
Linda Pezzimenti
Benjamin Salgado
Mason Stallings

8/1
8/2
8/4
8/4
8/4
8/5
8/6
8/7
8/7
8/7
8/10
8/10
8/11
8/11
8/12
8/12
8/12
8/13
8/13
8/13
8/13
8/13

Daniel Wingard
Mackenzie Davis
Diane Butler
Kyra Parson
James Tatham
Roger Christensen
Marcia Kruse
Edward
Lichtenhagen
Jonathan Rholl
Glen Bonetti
Gaillee Davis
Sandra Lawshe
Endi Morava
Chuck Albers
John Elliott
Jane Andersen
Catherine Langsdorf
Richard Christensen
Carrie Everhart
Karen Lewis
Belen Salgado
Eddie Spangler

8/13
8/14
8/15
8/15
8/15
8/16
8/16
8/16
8/16
8/17
8/17
8/19
8/19
8/20
8/20
8/21
8/21
8/22
8/22
8/22
8/22
8/22

Janet Harms
Sallie Free
Shadai AcostaOviedo
Kenneth Etterman
Keith Johnson
Mark Powell
William Bulow
Janice Hendley
June Hreha
James Krause
William Seibert
Bobi West
Chris Trumann
Karen Wolfrom
Aurora SolanoDelgado
Whipp Johnson
Gerri Schwake
Cathy Wilder

8/23
8/24
8/25
8/26
8/26
8/26
8/27
8/27
8/27
8/27
8/27
8/28
8/29
8/29
8/30
8/31
8/31
8/31

Anniversaries
Alan & Janet Harms
Thom & Alfie Tews - Zalys
Ed & Connie Nielsen
Harold & Lisa Johnson
John & Carolyn Ledford
Rick & Wendy Withrow
Dale & Karen Beardsley
Joe & Cindy Warren Bonincontri
John & Laurie Elliott
Steve & Joan Nyitrai
Ron & Carol Ontko
Jerry & Saundra Davis
Tom & Layne Kasischke

8/4/1968
8/4/2014
8/5/1989
8/6/1960
8/6/1966
8/8/1978
8/9/1975
8/9/2003
8/9/1997
8/9/1975
8/10/1957
8/12/1961
8/13/1983

Terry & Lori Schaefer
Joel & Karen Wolfrom
Kevin & Sue Filson
Barry & Bonnie Pierce
Mike & Linda Williamson
Denny & Ada Gough
Trex & Emily Trexler
John & Rochelle Simons
Joe & Sandy Jardot
Marty & Frances Berger
Ed & Charlotte Osterman
Ken & Chris Ring

8/14/1976
8/14/1971
8/15/1981
8/20/1988
8/20/1970
8/21/1960
8/21/1960
8/22/1965
8/26/1979
8/27/1983
8/28/1976
8/29/1970
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1245 6th Ave W
Hendersonville NC 28739
***Return Service Requested***

Thank You!
Our Operation Blood Drive was very successful with 124 registering to donate, and 115
complete units collected which will go to area hospitals. We also had 32 first time donors. Thank
you to all our volunteers who helped make things run smoothly! Our canteen continues to be
exceptional thanks to the generous support of the following businesses and restaurants: Fireside
Restaurant and Pancake House, WTZQ, WLOS, Thrivent Financial, Walmart, Harris Teeter, Marco’s
Pizza, Hot Dog World, Krispy Kreme, Joey’s Bagels, Burger King, Subway, Sonic Drive-in, Fresh
Market, Wendy’s, and Monte’s Sub Shop. Please Thank and patronize them as able.
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