Grace Lutheran Church, ELCA
1245 6th Ave. W., Hendersonville NC 28739
gracehendersonville.com / pr@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890
Mission Statement: We believe that God in
Christ is central to all life and we WORSHIP
him through TELLING his story, GROWING in
faith, SUPPORTING each other, and
CARING for his world.

Purpose:
Transforming
Lives
Through
Christ.

November 2019

Core Values:
Being a nurturing family of faith
Growing faith in God the Father, Son & Holy Spirit
Serving others with the heart of Jesus
Seeking unity in Christ
Embracing people seeking Christ
Welcoming cross-cultural, Cross+Generational

THE JOY OF SERVING
Youth Serving in our Community
Late last month, I was able to complete my Eagle Scout project.
This was a big goal for me, and it should really benefit the
community in a big way. We built an information kiosk for First
Methodist Church’s “Rooted in Faith” Community Garden, at the
corner of 5th Ave W and Buncombe St in Hendersonville. The
garden donates a lot of produce to local food banks and
organizations, but has never been able to easily distribute
information about what they do. The kiosk helps to change that
and allows members of the community to learn and support the
garden even more!
Leading up to the project, we had four work days where a smaller
group of people sized the wood used to build the kiosk, cut the
wood, and pre-assembled many of the parts so on the main
workday, we could get straight into putting the structure together!
On the main assembly day, we worked for about 5.5 hours
digging the holes needed for the kiosk, aligning the legs, and
putting the structure together. While it was hard work, it was also a
lot of fun, and I am so appreciative of everyone’s support and prayers throughout the process.
I only have one merit badge left to go,
and then I will go through an Eagle
Scout Board of Review, and if that
goes well, I should receive my Eagle
Scout award. Please wish me luck
during these final few months on the
road to Eagle - it will be challenging,
but extremely worth it in the end!
~Jake Patterson, Junior

THE JOY OF SERVING
Youth Serving in our Community
My name is Walter Wingard I’m a senior at East
Henderson High School After 11 years of
scouting, I finally did my project. For my Eagle
project I decided to install score tubes at the
tennis courts at Jackson Park as well as putting
grommets and tying down the windbreaker. This
was a major need. As a member of the East High
Tennis team, I look forward to using the tubes in
future matches. I’m excited to finally get this
done. I put lots of time into planning this project,
and it is very satisfying to have it completed. The
score tubes will be useful not only to both the
High schools that play there but also to any
players wanting to have a competitive match as
well as tournaments.
~Walter Wingard

How does God work through you? Share your story!
Email jherman@gracehendersonville.com
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Message from Pastor Ken
Pastor Ken Langsdorf – klangsdorf@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x305

All Saints Sunday – November 3, 2019
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice,
saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!’
13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white, and where
have they come from?’ 14I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that knows.’ Then he said to me,
‘These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
17 for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the
water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’ Revelation 7:9-10, 13-17

On All Saints Sunday we will acknowledge our ongoing grief as we miss our loved ones who
have died. We will also be reminded of the Good News that our loved ones are covered by the
grace of Jesus and rest in His eternal care.
As we remember these dear ones we give thanks for the life we shared together. We miss
having them in our lives. Many of these saints were the ones who taught us about Jesus. We are
grateful for the way they lived their lives as role models for us and fellow disciples of Jesus with
us.
These saints were not perfect people, none of us are, but we shared together the undeserved
love of God, especially as we know it in Jesus.
Martin Luther liked to talk a lot at the dinner table. One of his students recorded this comment
of Martin Luther: He said, “The Holy Scriptures call Christians saints and the people of God. It is a
pity that it’s forgotten that we are saints, for to forget this is to forget Christ and baptism.”
He continues, “You say that the sins which we commit every day offend God, and therefore we
are not saints. To this I reply: Mother love is stronger than the filth and scabbiness on a child,
and so the love of God toward us is stronger than the dirt that clings to us. Accordingly,
although we are sinners, we do not lose our filial relation on account of our filthiness, nor do we
fall from grace on account of our sin.”
Saints are real people with real sins. But saints are people who receive God’s grace through
Jesus, and in Jesus find life forgiven and loved. As saints we celebrate that we are in God’s all
powerful love every day and for all eternity.
On All Saints Sunday, November 3, I invite you to share with each other the stories of the saints in
your life. Who do are the saints you miss sharing life with? What do you miss most about these
dear ones? How did their life inspire your faith? What does the grace of Jesus mean to you as
you remember these loved ones?
We are blessed as we share the stories of the saints. It is good to remember these dear ones.
Sharing these stories can bring us encouragement as we continue in our life as the saints of
Jesus.
May the grace and peace of our Savior Jesus fill you as you remember the saints.
Pastor Ken Langsdorf
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Grace Youth Ministry
Dir. of Youth & Young Adult Ministry: Anne Monroe – amonroe@gracehendersonville.com /
828-693-4890 x309

Grace Youth Ministry and Building and Grounds Partnership
Grace Youth Ministry partnered with the Building and Grounds Ministry this fall for a painting
service project to create beautiful refurbished risers in Stull Hall. Building and Grounds are
helping our youth to learn some new skills in preparation for our Appalachia Service Project next
summer. Sophomore Jaiden Davis said: “It was really fun because not only did I get to serve
with my friends, but I also got to paint, which I love to do.” We hope Grace members enjoy the
new look of the Stull Hall stage and thanks to Dick Miley for organizing!

Learning Opportunity for Grace High School & Campus Ministry students and Young
Professionals
For those Grace high school, college students and GYP
members interested in attending the community event “An
evening with author Ryan Hampton-Inspiring Recovery in
Henderson County”, on Tuesday, November 5, let Anne know
so she can purchase your ticket. The speaking engagement is
at Blue Ridge Community College Technology building at 7
p.m.
From Henderson County Hope RX who is sponsoring the event:
Over four years into recovery from a decade-long opioid
addiction, Ryan Hampton has been rocketed to the center of
America’s rising recovery advocacy movement. A former White House staffer, he has worked
with multiple non-profits and political campaigns. He is now a prominent, leading face and
voice of addiction recovery and is changing the national dialog about addiction. With content
that reaches over 1 million people a week, Ryan is breaking down cultural barriers that have
kept people suffering in silence and is inspiring a new generation of people recovering out loud
through his Voices Project. He’s also advocating for solutions and holding public policy makers
accountable. Ryan is also the author of American Fix, Inside the Opioid Addiction Crisis and
How To End It.
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Cross+Generational and Cross-Cultural Event,
everybody is welcome!
Celebración del Dia de los Muertos: Celebration and
Memorial, Sunday, Nov. 3, 5:45-7:30 p.m.
The 2017 Academy Award for Best Animated
Featured Film, Coco has popularized the Mexican
cultural celebration Dia de los Muertos (Day of the
Dead). A pre-Columbian celebration, Dia de los
Muertos reflects cultural and religious beliefs of native
Mexican indigenous people regarding death and
dying. In contrast to Western civilization beliefs and
attitudes toward death and dying, as an individual
and tragic event, Mexicans portray experience, even
celebrate death and dying primarily as communals
natural events. This event includes papel picado
crafts, pan de muerto y atole (traditional sweet bread
and corn beverage), and a visit to our Columbarium.
All attendees are invited to bring Dia de los Muertos
theme child-friendly costumes, a flower, or a picture
of deceased loved ones.

High School Youth partner with Providence
Baptist
In October our High School students went to help
serve dinner at the Sunday Providence meal. Our
youth team from Grace helped serve soup and
sandwiches at the Providence Baptist Parish
House to those in need. Junior Noah Trexler said:
“I’m glad to be serving the community and
enjoyed the hospitality of the people at
Providence Baptist Ministry.”
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Gifts Ministry
Director of Gifts Ministry: Delia Jovel – djovel@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x316

Connecting volunteers to meaningful ministries.
Want to volunteer or have a need? See Delia to help make meaningful connections. Submit
volunteer opportunities by email before noon on Monday for the next Sunday bulletin.
Serving with compassion

feeling of sadness.

Compassion is a human and
Christian value that combines
empathy and understanding for
the suffering of others. It is a word
derived from the Greek, whose
etymology indicates a feeling of
sympathy συμπάθεια (sympatheia)
and compassion derived from the

Everybody knows that the presence and care of just one
supportive person can be transformative on any person. Our
discomfort or loss may be just as real, but we suffer less knowing
that we're not alone and somebody is there to support
us. Feeling compassion edifies us, makes us feel vulnerable but
at the same time able to change someone's reality. When we
show compassion, our whole environment is impacted: we
transform our lives, the lives of those who are suffering, and even
those who only observe.
Compassion starts with a willingness to see someone else's
discomfort. Rather than looking away, denying the pain, or
choosing to ignore it, we acknowledge the person's experience.
This acknowledgment makes us feel less alone and stronger to
overcome the moment. Feeling compassion is not
simply knowing that another person is in pain; there is an
emotional component, a "feeling with". It is comforting that
another person's heart is able to vibrate at the same frequency.
Compassion will always involve feelings, but not just that. When
we respond with compassion, we're moved to act, to express
with words and actions and to create conditions that transform
the pain.

A Prayer of
Compassion by
Mother Teresa
Lord, open our eyes,
that we may see you in our
brothers and sisters.
Lord, open our ears,
that we may hear the cries
of the hungry,
the cold, the frightened, the
oppressed.
Lord, open our hearts,
that we may love each other
as you love us.
Renew in us your spirit.
Lord, free us and make us
one.
Amen

Compassion will always be a wonderful and transformative gift that impacts the lives of all who
feel it. It also renews our understanding of God’s love, justice, equity and respect.
When we serve, do we serve with compassion? When is compassion present in our lives? These
are some of the questions that should never be lacking in our reflection as Christians that live in
permanent connections with the suffering of those around us.
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Compassion is not a relationship between
the healer and the wounded. It’s a
relationship between equals. Only when we
know our own darkness well can we be
present with the darkness of others.
Compassion becomes real when we
recognize our shared humanity.”
– Pema Chödrön

Stewardship
Gifting Appreciated Assets
You can make a bigger impact by donating long-term assets, such as stock, bonds, and mutual
funds, directly to Grace Lutheran Church. Compared with donating cash, or selling your
appreciated asset and contributing the after-tax proceeds, you may be able to automatically
increase your gift and your tax deduction.
It’s a simple and easy process. When you donate a long-term asset like stock to the church,
you’ll generally take a tax deduction for the full market value of the stock at the time it is
donated. Because you are donating stock, your contribution and tax deduction may
automatically increase by 20%. If you would prefer to donate bonds or mutual funds, the same
benefits will apply.
You will need to contact your stock broker or financial advisor to help you process this donation
to the church and contact our Grace Treasurer, Terry Andersen, in order to complete your
contribution. Your will receive the benefit of giving the asset at the full market value and the
church also receives that asset at that same value. Thus, the long-term capital gains taxes are
avoided and your gift will make a bigger impact.

By directing designated Choice Dollars (SM) through Thrivent Choice, eligible members
recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes some of its charitable outreach grant dollars.
Grace Lutheran Church
Barbara Fountain
ELS Wolters
Thank you for designating Grace for your Thrivent Choice dollars!
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Spotlight on Social Ministry
Homes For Youth
HOMES FOR YOUTH is once again selling AutoBell Car Wash gift cards as a
fundraiser. These gift cards make great stocking-stuffers or gifts for that hardto-buy-for friend, relative, or co-worker. Gift cards are $20 each, and HOMES
FOR YOUTH retains 50% ($10) of each sale. Monies raised help in our effort to
recruit and train foster parents, as well as in maintaining our foster home,
which is occupied by five formerly homeless girls. For more information, or to
purchase gift cards, please contact Jim Nelson – colg868@gmail.com or
828-595-9436.

Spotlight on Social Ministry
The Storehouse
A blessing to many people throughout Henderson County.
The staff and volunteers at the Storehouse are to be
commended for the wonderful and caring way they
provide food for the needy, helping both adults and youth
with their ministry. They serve needy persons who come to the Storehouse and deliver food to
the elderly who have difficulty getting out. They also take food to the Sammy Williams Center
where families receive a box of groceries to take home.
During the Christmas season, the Storehouse helps youth receive presents of clothing, toys,
board games, bicycles etc. through the Blessings in Boxes program. Last year, over 2100 youth
received a large black plastic bag filled with gifts. This program is primarily for elementary and
middle school children. The Storehouse works with schools, social workers and counselors to
identify families who need assistance. Storehouse staff and volunteers meet with a responsible
caregiver to determine what a child needs. Churches, civic groups and businesses come to the
Storehouse to pick up the names of the youth. Last year, Grace Lutheran Church supported 25
families. My hope and prayer is that we can expand that number to 35-40 families. The donors
bring their bags of unwrapped gifts with rolls of wrapping paper to Living Water Church at 1284
Sugarloaf Road, Hendersonville. As the season of gift giving is celebrated, I pray our giving will
be a blessing to many.
Peace and Prayer,
Mike Hoffmann
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Invite a new member to your circle!

A Message from Our President: Vicki Marthaler
“For All The Saints”
November 1. All Saints Day. According to The Old Hermit’s Almanac, All Saints Day had “its
earliest celebrations beginning in the sixth century in May. All Saints was moved to November 1
in 840 A.D., becoming a universal holy day by 1484…Graves were once decorated with flowers
and lighted candles, with large processions of visitors going to cemeteries; throughout the day
church bells pealed…”
Today Lutheran churches celebrate All Saints the first Sunday in November. The “Saints” are
those of the congregation who have died in the past year. Traditions vary but usually the names
of the deceased are read, candles are lit signifying eternal light shining upon them and bells
are rung to announce the promise of Christ as “ Jesus said unto her, “I am the Resurrection and
the Life. They that believeth in Me, though they die, yet shall they live..” (John 11:25.)
To honor this tradition of remembering those who have gone before us, the Women of Grace
name the following women who have died this past year and who have been a witness to their
faith in Christ here at Grace:
Helen Dunn
Virginia Green
Marjorie Haddock
Ila Hollendar
Sue Janowiak
Trudy Kretzer
Mary Lou Leidheiser
Ethel VanDerVliet
Let us pray: “O God, we remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You on
earth, who now rest from their labors, especially Helen, Virginia, Margorie, Ila, Sue, Trudy, Mary
Lou and Ethel. Keep us in union with all Your saints and bring us with them to the joyous feast of
heaven, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, Amen.”
And let us sing: (Hymn 422)
“For all the saints who from their labors rest, who Thee, by faith, before the world confessed, Thy
Name, O Jesus, be forever blest. Alleluia! Alleluia! Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress and their
Might; Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well-fought fight; Thou, in the darkness drear, their one
True Light! Alleluia, Alleluia!”
And now may Eternal Light shine upon them.
In the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen.
(Any misspellings of names or omissions are unintentional. Please respond to Vicki Marthaler with
any additions or corrections. Thank you.)
For additional information about this and other ministries of the Women of the ELCA,
see the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or contact our president, Vicki Marthaler (218-849-5683).
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Fair Trade Gift Market
Sunday, Nov. 24, 9-11:30 a.m.
Special Gifts from Special Places
Unique, handcrafted items - most priced $35 or less- are procured
from Serrv International. For 70 years this nonprofit has made it a
priority to ensure artisans and farmers from across the globe who are
living in poverty are treated with respect and dignity. Your purchase
secures fair wages and safe working conditions for rural artisans from
more than 25 countries.
One of their partners is NAWOU -the National Association of Women's
Organizations in Uganda - which advocates for the rights of women and girls. Founded and led
by women, this organization supports 70 women's handcraft groups representing over 1,000
women throughout Uganda, including nearly 80 basket weavers.
Earning their own income has enabled these women to provide food, shelter, health, and
education for their children. NAWOU is also involved in micro- financing, and continues to lobby
for women's rights. Your purchase supports women artisans throughout the country, bringing
about visible transformation in their lives and a stronger voice in their families and communities.
The handcrafts that Serrv brings us from around the world are the best in global artistry and
traditional craftsmanship. Be sure to visit our display of representative items located near the
main reception desk starting Sunday, Nov. 10. All proceeds above the cost of items sold will go
to support Lutheran World Relief.
And for the first time, this year the folks from Safelight will have for sale Items produced by their
“Sewing Our World Together” program.
Have you considered an alternative to exchanging material gifts during the holidays that will
also support those in need ? What better way then with our annual Gift Tribute Card fundraiser
for local non-profits, as well as ELCA Good Gifts.

mark your calendar!
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Birthdays
Christopher Smith
Ursula Zahn
Carol Lytle
Aaron SolanoMiraflores
Janice Butz
Arleen Slagle
Claudia Wolff
Charles Bolick
Katie Bolick
Joann Milliken
Charlotte Nelson
Charles Carlson
Leah Cosoi
Hal Derrick
Karen Frederick
James Doten
James Stockman
Richard Conrad
Amy Solano
Sandy Butler
Maribel Colin
Lori Schaefer
Jim Hunt
Richard Nelson
Nicolette Filson

11/1
11/1
11/2
11/2
11/4
11/4
11/4
11/5
11/5
11/5
11/5
11/6
11/7
11/7
11/7
11/8
11/8
11/9
11/9
11/10
11/10
11/10
11/11
11/11
11/12

Donald Klug
Bill O'Neil
Penny Bailey
Ruth Birge
Bricia MirafloresVargas
Kaylee Solano
Roger Barolet
Burton Bumgarner
Ruth Klug
Cornelia Nelson
Hane
Lorena ZepedaAcosta
Irv Lanquist
Carolina Sancho
Alice Copeland
Walter Bashore
Janie Berks
Savannah Gleason
William Rees
Paul Schuette
Garett Sochia
Faith Witzel
Charles Clay
Carol Davidson
Joan Frederiksen

11/12
11/12
11/13
11/13
11/13
11/13
11/14
11/14
11/14
11/14
11/14
11/15
11/15
11/16
11/17
11/18
11/18
11/18
11/18
11/18
11/18
11/19
11/19
11/20

Nicholas Hinshaw
Lynn Huffman
Ayman Kaddouri
Chira Kirkland
Jennifer Zaragoza
Caroline Lord
Barbara Bristol
Alice Parshall
Kelly Spangler
Nelson Wiggins
Joel Wolfrom
Nancy Bell
Peachy Brady
Marty Berger
Irma Pierce
Cathy Choisser
Salatiel Solano
Michelle AngelesSolano
Madelyn
MacAllister
Leslie Owens
Tyler Matthews
Jocelyn Solano

11/20
11/20
11/20
11/20
11/20
11/22
11/23
11/23
11/23
11/23
11/23
11/24
11/24
11/26
11/26
11/27
11/27
11/29
11/29
11/29
11/30
11/30

Anniversaries
Mike & Norma Jenson
Bill & Linda Pankhurst
Terrell & Bobi West
Curt & Carla Cline
Chris & Jenny Bufalino
Ron & Marge Korner
Dick & Pat Robinson
David & Cathy Choisser
Gil & Patti Romstadt
Flaughn & Debbie Lamb

11/2/1968
11/2/1974
11/4/2000
11/6/2004
11/7/2009
11/8/1958
11/11/1967
11/12/1977
11/14/1981
11/16/1989

Bob & Nancy Engstrom
Bob & Susan Greco
Freddy & Nery Acosta
Dick & Mimi Laux
David & Sallie Shapiro
Free
Larry & Nancy Hinshaw
Jeff & Tamara Miller
Dirk & Paige Willms
Brian & Suzanne Davis

11/19/1966
11/19/1977
11/20/2005
11/21/2013
11/26/2005
11/26/1980
11/26/1988
11/28/1964
11/30/1996
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1245 6th Ave W
Hendersonville NC 28739
***Return Service Requested***

Thanksgiving Day Dinner in Fellowship Hall
Thursday, Nov. 28, 3 p.m.
Come and share Thanksgiving Day dinner with your Grace family! Just bring a pre-cooked side
dish to share (sign up at the Sign-up Station). Turkey and Ham will be provided. A free will
offering will be collected and all monies, over expenses, will be given to World Hunger.
For more information contact:
Sandra & David Litogot – 828/685-8830
Judy & Joe Prasil – 828/435-1055
Irene & Einar Syvertson – 828/329-6902

Thrive Clubhouse Christmas Dinner
Friday, Dec. 6, 5 p.m.
It may seem early, but Christmas plans are forming with a most special event being the annual
Thrive Clubhouse Christmas dinner. Sponsored by the Social Ministry Committee. Many members
are needed to assist with making salads and desserts, decorating, and serving our guests. Sign
up at the Sign-up Station.
This opportunity to reach out to folks with mental illness and provide this special event is indeed
our privilege and reveals Christ's love for all.
Contact Rosaleen Dawes with any questions, 828-693-6810 or 828-674-5425.
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