Grace Lutheran Church, ELCA
1245 6th Ave. W., Hendersonville NC 28739
gracehendersonville.com / pr@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890
Mission Statement: We believe that God in
Christ is central to all life and we WORSHIP
him through TELLING his story, GROWING in
faith, SUPPORTING each other, and
CARING for his world.

Purpose:
Transforming
Lives
Through
Christ.

January 2020

Core Values:
 Being a nurturing family of faith
 Growing faith in God the Father, Son & Holy Spirit
 Serving others with the heart of Jesus
 Seeking unity in Christ
 Embracing people seeking Christ
 Welcoming cross-cultural, Cross+Generational

THE JOY OF SERVING
Serving In Small Ways
Grace Youth Ministry serving in our community
GYM serving at the Storehouse’s Blessing in Boxes pick-up
site. They also received a tour from the Storehouse
director learning about what all goes into providing this
time of ministry. 30 families were adopted by Grace
Lutheran, out of 736 families total, which is over 2,000
Henderson county children that received gifts for
Christmas. Freshman Early College student Ella Sochia
said: “My family adopted a Storehouse family for Blessing
in Boxes. Helping out at the pick-up facility was inspiring
because I could see everyone coming together to
spread Christmas joy.”

Our youth brought Christmas joy and
song to the Lake Point Landing dining
room by participating in the annual
Christmas Caroling. They enjoyed a
party at the Pinball Museum
afterwards.

How does God work through you? Share your story!
Email jherman@gracehendersonville.com

Message from Senior Pastor Greg Williams
Pastor Greg Williams – gwilliams@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x307

Unity Not Division
The writer of Colossians is addressing a divided church. False teachers are
creating discord among the baptized, insisting that in addition to baptism, one
must also possess special knowledge and live by very strict rules. This is called out
in Col. 2:8: “See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and
empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of
the universe, and not according to Christ.”
This is a caution I want to lift up for you. This is an election year in our nation. Already I see
people voicing their opinions strongly, denigrating the opinions of others, refusing to show one
another the respect of listening first to understand before talking over them. I see this in the
news. I see it in social media. I see it locally. I fear I will see it within this family of God, if we
choose to allow the imperfect human ways of this world govern our relationships.
Colossians repeatedly reminds and calls for Christians then and now to remember that baptism
has united us with Christ. As members of the body of Christ, we are to allow the characteristics
of Christ and the teachings of Christ to fill our hearts, instruct our minds, and guide all
relationships in our lives. Several examples of this call to faithful behavior:
15(Christ)

is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all things in
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17He himself is before all
things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the church; he is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything.”
(1:15-18)
“So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated
at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on
earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” (3:1-3)
“Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one
body.” (3:14-15)
“Conduct yourself wisely toward outsiders, making the most of the time. Let your speech always
be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer everyone.”
(4:5-6)
In every interaction there are possibilities for positive or negative witness to Christ; for building up
or tearing down the Body of Christ. I heartily encourage each of us to remember to listen
deeply to each child of God before responding with respect in conversations. It is perfectly fine
and indeed I know that people will disagree on various topics. However, it is NOT okay to
denigrate that person’s identity as a fellow human and child of God - that only divides and we
are called in baptism to unity in the body of Christ.
Political events throughout the year will likely rouse anger and threaten division. Our faithful,
corporate commitment to unity in Christ, clothing ourselves in love, and letting the peace of
Christ rule in our hearts is the best antidote I know for society’s divisiveness.
In the peace of Christ,
Pastor Greg
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Grace Youth Ministry
Dir. of Youth & Young Adult Ministry: Anne Monroe – amonroe@gracehendersonville.com /
828-693-4890 x309

Thank you to our youth for serving in three Wednesday night Advent services and all Christmas
Eve services in December. We appreciate your leadership!

Grace Campus Ministry
In November, High School youth assembled and mailed 18
care packages for our college students. Appalachian State
University sophomore Hannah Lilly says: “I received the care
package! Thank you! I opened it in front of my roommates
and friends and they all thought it was so cool that I had a
group of people back home thinking about me. I
appreciate all the snacks, sending my love.”

In December our Campus Ministry students joined together
for our annual Winter Break Lunch at Red Lobster. Recent
Gardner-Webb graduate Sharon Zaragoza said: “I’m
going to miss coming to these lunches, it is my favorite time
of year.” N.C. State University Freshman Lara Wingard said:
“It’s always lovely to participate in fellowship with the
college students. I fun catching up and riding the bus with
Ayman.” College students: please join us for our next End
of Semester lunch on Monday, May 18, Flat Rock Wood
Room at 12:30 p.m. Lunch is on us!

Page 3

Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service Jan. 20, 2020: Make it a day
on, not a day off
Grace will be sending a Cross+Generational team to serve on this
year’s project list with other local congregations: bagging rice and
beans meals for the Storehouse and cookies for first responders.
We have lunch at 11a.m. at Grace and then travel to St. James for
the service projects. We will return around 2 p.m. If you are a child,
youth, or adult who would like to serve on our team, please see
the Sign-up Station.

GYP — Grace Young Professionals
Director of Young Professionals: Anne Monroe – amonroe@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x309

*Contact Anne for information concerning future GYP events.
Congratulations to Mike and Caroline who were married on Nov. 30 at St.
Johns!
Thank you to Melissa for finding Christmas gifts for our GYP adopted family in
December.
Christmas/Epiphany Party
The GYP Christmas/Epiphany Party is at Anne’s House on Sunday, Jan. 5 at 5
p.m.

Grace Preschool
Director: Beth Ann Lehr – balehr@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4972

Facebook: gracepreschoolhendersonville | Instagram: gracelutheranpreschoolhendo
Please Follow the Preschool on Facebook: facebook.com/gracepreschoolhendersonville
Preschool registration for Fall 2019-2020 will begin Jan. 27. If you are interested in
your child or grandchild attending Grace Preschool in the fall, please register
promptly since class openings fill up quickly. Additional programs include
Earlybirds, Aftercare, and Summer Camp for registered children. Grace Lutheran
Preschool was rated the prestigious award of “Best Preschool” “Best Childcare”
and Best Parent/Child Program” in Western North Carolina by WNC Parent magazine and “Best
Preschool in Hendersonville“ by the Times News.
The Preschool has a Facebook page that is updated daily and weekly with curriculum and
various happenings at the preschool. To learn more, please look at our Facebook site:
www.facebook.com/gracepreschoolhendersonville
Little Free Libraries are all around the world! Did you know that the Preschool LFL box has more
than Preschool-age books in it? Adult, high school, and middle school books are also housed
and borrowed each week from the box. Please place your donations in the box located by the
Preschool sign adjacent to Rt. 64. Also, you may Google the Little Free Library website and see a
photo of our box listed on the world map.
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Gifts Ministry
Director of Gifts Ministry: Delia Jovel – djovel@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x316
Connecting volunteers to meaningful ministries.

Want to volunteer or have a need? See Delia to help make meaningful
connections. Submit volunteer opportunities by email before noon on Monday for
the next Sunday bulletin.
SHARING IS CARING
Sharing in all its forms is a truly powerful way to express affection and bring
happiness to others but also to ourselves. We can share things that are
special, like a book, a tool, or even a special craft. Sometimes we share
details that we don't consider gifts as a smile, time, knowledge or a hug that
can have a huge impact on other lives.
Sharing is fundamental and a key way to develop and create human
relationships but also a way to express trust, friendship and love. As Christians, sharing is an
expression of our commitment to the promise of God. “Give and it will be given to you. A good
measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For
with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” (Luke 6:38)
Mary Sebby is experiencing sharing time and gifts by serving in our congregation in different
Ministries. “I have sewn clothing since a young age and my mother-in-law was a quilter. I’m
creative and enjoy working with others. I’m serving in Quilters Group, helping with various needs
at church and one a month my husband and I, we are serving as ushers”
For Mary, serving at Grace Lutheran Church has given her a great sense of belonging, where
she also has found a sense of purpose and community. “It is gratifying to know people will be
warmed in body and spirit from the quilts we have made with love.”
One of the best things we can share with others is our own happiness, the joy that comes to us
through personal or family experiences, but also by serving others. Our story just might inspire a
change in our way to live and serve. Thank you Mary for sharing your experience.
When something good happens to us when we serve, don’t keep it, share it—because just like
smiling, serving can be contagious.

Children & Family Ministry
Dir. of Family Ministry: Jill Wingard – jwingard@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890x344

Last summer, I was tasked with creating a Prayground and Godly
play room for our younger members. The Prayground, in the Nave
of the church, is a place where children can play quietly with
parental supervision. The Godly Play room, located across from
Stull Hall, is a work in progress. Eventually this room will be filled with
Godly Play “stories”. Godly Play is a curriculum that can be used
by children and adults to learn and wonder about God, through
Bible stories. If you have any questions or would like more
information, please come talk to me.
Jill Wingard
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Faith, Hope and Action Sunday School Classes
Martin Luther and the Apple Tree
Martin Luther was once asked what he would do if
he knew he would die the next day. “Plant an apple
tree,” he replied, showing his love for God’s creation
and his concern for future generations. What might
Martin Luther say today if he were asked that
question in a county overflowing with apple trees?
Join us on Sunday mornings in January and February
as the Faith, Hope and Action Sunday school class
explores what we can do to show our love for God’s
creation and our concern for future generations. All
classes meet in Stull Hall at 9:45 a.m.

Jan. 5 - Solar Panels at Trinity Presbyterian: Why They Did It, How They Did It
Enrique Sanchez, Retired international economist who helped lead solar panel installations for
Habitat for Humanity in Charlotte and Trinity Presbyterian
Jan. 19 - Recycling: Why Do We Do It? How Do We Do It?
Christine Wittmeier, Environmental Programs Coordinator, Henderson County
Feb. 2 - Churches Caring for God's Creation: Why Do They Do It? How Do They Do It?
Rev. Kevin Bates, Way In the Wilderness Methodist Church, Black Mountain; Creation Care
Alliance Steering Committee

By directing designated Choice Dollars (SM) through Thrivent Choice, eligible members recommend
where Thrivent Financial distributes some of its charitable outreach grant dollars.
Grace Lutheran Church
Barbara Fountain
Thank you for designating Grace for your Thrivent Choice dollars!
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Invite a new member to your circle!

A Message from Our President: Vicki Marthaler
Happiest of New Years to each of you!
As I look forward to 2020, I – like many of you – have reflected on the past
and now make a mental note of things that I would like to be a part of in
the months ahead. As President of the Women of Grace, one of my deep
desires is to help create an even richer environment of welcome and
encouragement for every woman, young and “younger plus.”
The WELCA (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America) purpose statement
reminds us that we are created in the image of God and called to discipleship in Jesus Christ.
We are empowered by the Holy Spirit and we desire to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one
another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, promote healing and wholeness not only
in this church but in the our community and even into the world. That is quite an ambitious
purpose statement! We have high standards and lofty goals and I appreciate that! We are NOT
a wimpy organization! We serve our Risen Savior and Gracious Father Who come to us and gifts
us with the Holy Spirit to enable, guide and bring us to a myriad of opportunities in order to
learn, serve and celebrate His love and life in this world.
So where and how do we begin? The world is a pretty big place and there is extraordinary
need everywhere we look. Let us not be overwhelmed. Let us not shut down. Let us not hide
behind overloaded calendars, depleted funds and weary attitudes! No, no, no! We are God’s
Women! We are created, called and empowered to make a difference. And we aren’t
expected to do it alone. Not at all. God has given us each other. Together is better. Together
we make a difference!
In December at our annual Christmas Tea (which was not only beautifully decorated, but
beautiful because of the presence of so many of our Grace-filled women!), we feasted on
delicious holiday treats, visited with our sisters in Christ, heard an inspirational message (that was
me presenting “Angels Among Us” ) and then we had our business meeting. In the business of
the Women of Grace, we installed new Board members: Chira Kirkland as the new Secretary
and Shelley Clay, though absent due to a pre-planned holiday trip, as the new Vice President.
We also “un-installed” the outgoing members Nadine Christensen and Lori Schaefer. There were
a few ripples of laughter at the term “un-install,” but it seems to me that to officially un-install a
member frees them up to engage in something new. New doors are waiting to be opened!
New paths ready to be trod!
So, welcome 2020! And what new doors would you like to open
this year? What new paths would you care to explore?
Let’s look forward to 2020 and the new opportunities that will
present themselves….AND, if you have ideas or dreams of
something you would like to see for the Women of Grace, LET ME
KNOW! Call or text me, 218 849-5683. Email me,
vicki.marthaler@gmail.com.
It’s going to be a great year! Blessings to you all, Vicki
For additional information about this and other ministries of the Women of the ELCA,
see the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or contact our president, Vicki Marthaler (218-849-5683).
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Council Officers 2020
During the Council meeting on Dec. 10, the following were elected to serve as officers of the
Council and Grace congregation.
President - Terrell West
Vice-President - Christine Smith
Secretary - Mandy Gibson
Treasurer - Terry Andersen
Financial Secretary - Christine Ring
Officers and newly elected Council members will be installed during the worship service they
normally attend on Sunday, Jan. 5.

Epiphany Sermon Series
The season of Epiphany begins on Jan. 6. Throughout this season, the lectionary (the appointed
lessons read in worship by many Protestant congregations) focus on who Jesus is. The gospels
recount stories that make clear to us that Jesus is the Messiah who has come to save us.
This year, the pastors are preparing a series of sermons on the Core Values of Grace. As a
community of faith, we have identified and claimed six characteristics that are central and
enduring in the mission of Grace. Core Values are gifts from God that are the fertile ground from
which springs all of our ministries.
This is a series that will inspire and invite you into greater engagement in God’s mission through
Grace. It is a series that will undergird the updated Strategic Plan which Council, ministry
leaders, and staff will be developing during the Council’s retreat in January. Plan to attend
worship to learn about all six core values.
Jan. 12 - "Being a Nurturing Family of Faith"
Jan. 19 - "Growing Faith in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit"
Jan. 26 - "Serving Others with the Heart of Jesus"
Feb. 2 - "Seeking Unity in Christ"
Feb. 9 - "Embracing People Seeking Christ"
Feb. 16 - "Welcoming Cross-Cultural and Cross+Generational"

Stewardship
Legacy Giving Workshops at Grace
Jan. 13, 11:30 a.m. & Feb. 12, 5:45 p.m.
Stephanie Bell Burke, our Regional Gift Planner from the ELCA Foundation, presents a "Lunch &
Learn" event with the OWLS and all other interested members to share an Estate Planning
Workshop. If you are considering an estate plan, reviewing a plan or have a plan in place and
want assurance it is correct, this is a workshop for you! During a 20-minute presentation,
Stephanie shares why 70% of estate plans fail to pay out the way the donor intended. She
shares why a Will is not enough. She explains how to get the best assets to the best beneficiaries
in the best way. In addition, as long as you have charitable intent in your estate plan toward
the church, or at least one ELCA organization, Stephanie is available to offer you personal
estate planning services at no charge. She explains her process and raises awareness of estate
plan failures during the presentation. Join us for this very informative and vital conversation. Sign
up at the Sign-up Station.
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New Classes for the New Year
Spring 2020 Adult Ministry Faith Formation Learning Opportunities
MATTHEW: Pastor Greg facilitates a 5-session & 8-session study of the gospel of Matthew We use
a study guide from Augsburg Fortress. Cost: $13 for workbook. Sign up today! Wednesdays, Jan.
8-Feb. 19, 5:45-6:45 p.m. after Oasis, Saturdays, Jan. 11-Feb. 29, 9-10:30 a.m.
THIRSTY FOR GOD: “Finally! Here at last is a clear, interesting, ecumenical, and cross-cultural
introduction to Christian spirituality…Here are the people (women and men!), the traditions, the
issues, and the key resources to begin exploration.” Come and enrich your faith journey
practicing revered and tested Spiritual disciplines. 8 Weeks - Friday Feb. 14-April 3 - 10-11:15 a.m.
FAITH FOR EXILES: Negative perceptions. Church dropouts. Prodigal and nomads. It’s easy to
become discouraged by all that’s going wrong when it comes to Christianity and the emerging
generation. Yet what’s going right? In fact, signs of hope are springing up all around. Sign-up
Station. Pastor Greg, Pastor Alfredo, Dr. James Stoltenberg. Feb. 4,11,18,25 and March 3. 1011:30 a.m.
PEAK: Through PEAK we are offering people an opportunity to encounter God’s life-transforming
grace by affirming that our identity goes deeper than our successes or failures as parents. We
encourage our members to expand their understanding of family to include a family of faith.
We seek to develop a growing faith that trusts God’s loving purposes for our lives. We seek to
serve others both within Grace and in our community. We embrace people seeking help. Peter
Gollup. 7 Weeks. Thursdays, Feb 20-April 2
SEEDS OF HOPE & JOY OUR WELLNESS GROUP: This group will meet to inform, share, and
encourage those age 60+ who desire to be motivated and encouraged to pursue a healthy
lifestyle focused on mind, body, and spirit wellness. Our purpose is to help with selfmanagement using creative, practical strategies. We will provide a safe place for listening to
concerns, expressing needs, and sharing resources. 2-4 p.m. 2nd Thursday of every month
MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID Mental Health First Aid Training, Saturday, Feb. 8, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. (snow
date of Saturday, Feb. 22). The training certifies individuals as Mental Health First Aid Responders
and is similar in concept to Red Cross's First Aid Training. Focuses on mental and emotional
health conditions and how to assist persons in need. Free and includes a manual. Limited to 30
persons. Sign up at the Sign-up Station. Vicky Marthaler & Karen Wolfrom Kelly Spangler
PETER: Spring Oasis – PETER – Disciple, Apostle, Friend of Jesus Join Pastor Ken as he leads us in a
study of the life and ministry of Peter. These sessions will be on Wednesday evenings from 5:45
until 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall on April 22, 29 and May 20. One of the resources we will look at
are DVD presentations by Michael Card in the Holy Land teaching us about Peter. Get to know
the disciple Peter better through the reflections and songs of Michael Card. From Galilee to
Jerusalem, see where Peter lived and where his new life would take him. Through his story, you
will be inspired and encouraged to continue in your own journey of following Jesus. Pastor Ken
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Birthdays
Bonnie Wells
Ruthie Derrick
Perry Nelson
David Pigors
Kathy Reinhard
Laurie Elliott
Isai Solano
Said Solano-Jimenez
Terry Schaefer
Josie Lanquist
Ema Masha
Katya Pigors
Paige Willms
Letha Abeln
David Berks
Norris Cringler
Lynn Nichols
Wade Patterson
Susan Steiner
Lillie Keener
Sharon Doty
Chuck Jones
Catharin McCarthy-Banta
Anne Lilly
Val Veitch
Chris Bufalino
Rheta Luy
Reid Northrup
Lorna Bashore
Hannah Lilly
Karen Beardsley
Yvonne Forsythe
Carol Ontko
Riley Parsons

1/1
1/2
1/2
1/2
1/2
1/3
1/3
1/3
1/4
1/6
1/6
1/6
1/6
1/7
1/7
1/7
1/7
1/7
1/7
1/8
1/9
1/9
1/9
1/10
1/11
1/12
1/12
1/12
1/13
1/13
1/14
1/14
1/14
1/15

Sharon Zaragoza
Donald Obertein
Alli King
Beth Spencer
John Wells
Bob Engstrom
John Ledford
Janice Saville-Schwartz
Brenda Sigmon
Joan Florine
Matthew Rholl
James Stoltenberg
Peter Gollup
Mary Kneeland
Tamara Miller
Wendy Withrow
Mary Eichorn
Marj Loken
Richard Mummert
Charlotte Osterman
David Beaty
Suzanne Celtrick
Rae Foster
Myra Glowacki
Joe Jardot
Abbagail Welch
Nate Clark
Barbara Fountain
Jennifer Moore
Lilly Bonetti
Peter Knight
Dick Miley
Judy Lichtenhagen
Nancy Engstrom

1/15
1/16
1/17
1/17
1/18
1/19
1/20
1/20
1/20
1/21
1/21
1/21
1/22
1/22
1/23
1/23
1/24
1/24
1/24
1/24
1/25
1/25
1/25
1/25
1/25
1/25
1/26
1/26
1/26
1/27
1/27
1/28
1/30
1/31
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Anniversaries
Suzanne & Hunter Hale
Roger & Judy Bohn
Noe & Lorena Zepeda-Acosta
Duane & Caren Geiler
Alan & Patty Dietrich
Ken & Catherine Langsdorf
Jim & Joan Florine
Don & Nancy Bell
Ann & Robert Moroni
Warren & Yong Weber
Lonnie & Pam Badin Darr
Jim & Ellen Morrison
Bob & Karen Frederick
Lynn & Mike Nichols
Jim & Heather Wiggins
Dick & Vivian Pemble
Keith & Lori Johnson

1/1/1971
1/5/1962
1/6/1992
1/7/2007
1/9/1982
1/9/1988
1/13/1968
1/16/1965
1/16/1960
1/16/1964
1/23/2013
1/23/1965
1/26/1985
1/26/1980
1/28/1995
1/30/1961
1/31/1976
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1245 6th Ave W
Hendersonville NC 28739
***Return Service Requested***

Winter Weather at Grace
Winter Weather Policy
During the week, if Henderson County Schools close, then Preschool and any scheduled church
meetings will be canceled. On Sundays, the 11:15 a.m. service is usually not canceled. If 8:15
and 9:45 a.m. services are canceled, it will be announced on WHKP radio, WTZQ radio and
WLOS TV.
Parking and Access to Grace during and after Snow and Ice Events
For safety reasons, Grace’s snow removal contractor does not treat for or remove snow or ice in
Blythe Street (choir) parking lot or the driveway to and around the preschool main
entrance. Why not: These areas are shady and are prone to re-freezing and black ice so that
snow/ice treatment and removal does NOT assure safe access. Do not attempt to access
Grace from the Blythe Street parking lot or through the preschool entrances until these areas
are completely free of snow and ice and are completely dry.
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