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Mission Statement: We believe that God in 

Christ is central to all life and we WORSHIP 

him through TELLING his story, GROWING in 

faith, SUPPORTING each other, and 

CARING for his world. 

Purpose: 

Transforming 

Lives 

Through 

Christ. 

Core Values:  

 Being a nurturing family of faith  

 Growing faith in God the Father, Son & Holy Spirit 

 Serving others with the heart of Jesus 

 Seeking unity in Christ 

 Embracing people seeking Christ 

 Welcoming cross-cultural, Cross+Generational 

The Joy of Serving: Serving In Small Ways 

Interfaith Assistance Ministry 

It is with heartfelt thanks and gratitude that I 

write this short article for The GraceVine. The 

kindness and love shown to IAM through 

volunteers, clothing, food, monetary donations 

and all of the recycled items that have filled the big wooden box are what makes this crisis 

center shine. 

The 2020 IAM Food Drive will begin this year on Sunday, Feb. 9 and end on Sunday, March 1. As 

in the past, paper sacks will be available near the reception desk with IAM volunteers present 

on Sunday mornings to answer questions. 

As a weekly food pantry volunteer, my job is to oversee the freezer and refrigerated perishable 

food. As a “neighbor in need” is escorted from their interview, where their particular needs are 

identified, I/we greet them warmly at the door of the pantry. Asking the simple question, “Do 

you have freezer space for frozen meat?” The answer is usually one of four responses...yes, my 

freezer is empty...no, I have only a mini-fridge because I live in a hotel temporarily...no, I have a 

small cooler because I live in my car or all I have is this backpack. 

Turning a look of fear and desperation into a smile is what we try to do at the pantry and 

clothing closet...the names, faces and crisis situations vary from day to day, but the one 

constant is the often tearful gratitude that comes as we load a full grocery cart into the car of 

that “neighbor “. 

In 2019, IAM served 10,709 individuals including family members of those interviewed. 509 

Holiday meals were given out as well. 

At IAM the philosophy is “A hand up, not a hand out”. 

~Claudia Northrup 

How does God work through you? Share your story! 
Email jherman@gracehendersonville.com 
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LATER 
 

Later 

 after the angels,  

 after the stable, 

 after the Child, 

they went back... 

 As we always must, 

back to the world that doesn’t 

understand  

our talk of angels and stars  

 and especially not the 

Child. 

We go back complaining that it 

doesn’t last.  

They went back singing praises to 

God!  

We do have to go back,  

 but we can still sing the 

alleluias! 
 

From Kneeling in Bethlehem by Ann Weems 

 

Message from Pastor Ken 

Pastor Ken Langsdorf – klangsdorf@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x305 

The Season of Epiphany – Keeping it Real  

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 

one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 

place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 

this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all 

who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 

had been told them. Luke 2:15-20 

The Sunday after Christmas, as one of our Grace men was shaking my hand after the service he 

said, Keep it real.  

“Keep it real.” That phrase has been playing over and over in my mind. I know it is a saying 

among young people, but what did he mean by it? He may not have even thought about it. It 

may have simply been his way of saying “good bye.” But it has stuck with me. “Keep it real.” 

What if this had been a phrase said by some Bible characters? What would it mean if the angels 

had said this to the shepherds after announcing the birth of Jesus? “Keep it real.” 

What if the shepherds had said this to Mary and Joseph 

after their visit? “Keep it real.” 

What if the Mary had said this to the Magi as they left to 

return home? “Keep it real.” 

What if Jesus had said this to the disciples before his 

ascension? “Keep it real.” 

“Keep it real.” 

To me, in a biblical context, this says, keep the good 

news alive. Live what you have been told and seen.  

Throughout the Epiphany Season our Readings show us 

how the message of Jesus is growing and spreading; 

making a difference to people’s lives, bringing them life 

and hope and purpose. On January 26 we heard how 

Jesus called fishermen to be his disciples, to learn from 

him and partner in ministry with him. On February 2 we 

will hear Jesus’ teaching of the Beatitudes. On February 9 

we will hear Jesus’ teaching to “Keep it Real” as we live 

as the salt of the earth and the light of the world. The 

teaching of Jesus that we will hear on February 16 will 

challenge us to live by the law of love, and to go out of 

our way to care for other people. On February 23 we will 

mailto:klangsdorf@gracehendersonville.com
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see the “real” Jesus as his appearance is transfigured on the mountain and we see him for who 

he really is. 

Throughout the Season of Epiphany we will be keeping it real as we are inspired by the Sunday 

Readings and as we live out the message and love of Jesus in our daily lives.  

The message of Jesus is not just for a night. It is not just for a season. The message of Christmas is 

Good News to keep and live forever. 

KEEP IT REAL, 

 

 

GYP — Grace Young Professionals 

Director of Young Professionals: Anne Monroe – amonroe@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x309 

 *Contact Anne for information concerning future GYP events. 

 

Grace Young Professionals Epiphany Gathering in January. 

Our next GYP gathering is a fellowship opportunity: Game Night at the Cummings Tuesday, Feb. 

18, 6 p.m. Heavy hors d’oeuvres, wine & beer selection provided. Rachel and Nick have a 

number of games to choose from, but folks are welcome to bring a game to share. The 

Cummings home is at: 110 Malvern Drive 28739 

  

mailto:amonroe@gracehendersonville.com
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Grace Youth Ministry 

Dir. of Youth & Young Adult Ministry: Anne Monroe – amonroe@gracehendersonville.com /  

828-693-4890 x309 
 

Thank you to all children, youth, and campus 

ministry students who served as worship leaders 

for our Christmas Eve services. Sixth grader Kenzie 

Davis shares: "At first I was nervous about lighting 

all the Advent candles and candles along the 

aisle. I was afraid I might have a problem getting 

one or more to light. But, I felt good when it was 

done and the church looked beautiful for the 

service too!" 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:amonroe@gracehendersonville.com


Page 5  

 

Tackle Hunger – Annual “Souper Bowl” Collection is Feb. 2 

 

 

On Sunday, Feb. 2, our Grace families will collect 

canned goods and money donations after our worship 

services for our annual “Souper Bowl of Caring” project. 

You may place your donation in the soup pot of the 

team you want to win the Super Bowl. We will compare 

the results with the game results the following Sunday. 

Canned good donations will be collected in boxes in 

the lobby area. All donations will be kept local and 

given to the Storehouse. Specific donations of canned 

soup and jelly requested. 

 

 

Youth Serving in our Community - Martin Luther King Jr. Service Day 

On Monday, Jan. 20, a team from Grace 

served with other community organizations. The 

day included a special presentation with young 

adults sharing what Martin Luther King Jr.’s 

legacy means to them. The projects were to 

bag beans & rice meals for the Storehouse and 

cookie packs & notes for first responders of 

Henderson County. We bagged 3,366 pounds 

of rice and beans, which equates to 8,452 

meals in 45 minutes!  We're estimating about 

150 volunteers did this work. Grace parent 

Miriam Clark said, “Today’s Martin Luther King 

Jr’s Day of Service was a great way to get to 

know our neighboring brothers and sisters with 

the goal of serving our community following Dr. 

King’s example.  I am so glad that our children 

and youth got to interact with others in the 

community, hear a presentation about Dr. 

King’s legacy and experience serving others 

together. We love our church!” 
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Gifts Ministry 

Director of Gifts Ministry: Delia Jovel – djovel@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x316 

 

Connecting volunteers to meaningful ministries.  

Want to volunteer or have a need? See Delia to help make meaningful 

connections. Submit volunteer opportunities by email before noon on Monday 

for the next Sunday bulletin. 

 

Spiritual resolution for a new year and life 

Many of us have experienced the practice of making New Year’s resolutions every December. 

Maybe you did sometime, maybe you'll keep doing it or maybe this year you're going to start.  

It seems that the practice of making New Year’s resolutions goes back over 3,000 years to the 

ancient Babylonians. There is just something about the start of a new year that gives us the 

feeling of a fresh start and a new beginning.  

Like most people, we make resolutions related to breaking some bad habits, improving our 

physical health or improving our character, but we often forget to incorporate some resolutions 

that strengthen our spiritual life. “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 

God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will” (Rom 12:2). 

There are different ways to enrich our Christian life. Below are some ideas that maybe you 

already practice:  

 

1. Pray every day, hear God’s will and be obedient to it.  

Prayer is a dialogue with God. It is the time to express our love, gratitude and needs but it 

is also a time to listen to his voice expressed in many different ways and moments . 

2. Encourage others to start or continue their journey of faith.  

Our church is a community, an elected family in which we must take care of each other. 

The best and most rewarding way to walk to God is to do it together. 

3. Invite at least one person from my family or community to my church.  

Our joy to be Christian needs to be shared. If we are experiencing God’s love, let's share 

with others that beautiful experience that can change their lives.  

4. Join Bible study class.  

Thorough a Bible Study we are able to learn and understand better the way that God 

acts, how he talks to us and the meaning of being a Christian. 

5.  Serving at church and in our community. 

Scripture tells us that God created us with at least one spiritual gift (1 Corinthians 12:7). 

Spiritual gifts are specific ways the work of the Holy Spirit is manifested in our lives. These 

gifts can express and blend with our interests, abilities, hobbies join together to form who 

we are and how we participate in the work God is making around us. Service 
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opportunities are the perfect way to connect with God but also with church members 

and with the rest of our community. 

New Year’s will be always a symbolical beginning and there's nothing wrong with having new or 

the same resolutions every year. It will be always good to have purposes and goals. It is a 

resource to get out of the routine and our comfort zone. However, we need to take care of us 

as Christian introducing some spiritual resolution.  

Are you ready for it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Memorials –  

Cheryl Fangmann 

Pastor Carl & Barbara McKenzie 

Tom Morgan 

Pat Furman 

David & Jean Kaercher 

 

Ethel VanDerVliet 

Harry & Susan Steiner 

 

 

 

Emilie Crigler 

Norris & Cricket Crigler 

 

Carol Lytle 

Terry & Jane Andersen 

Van Well Nursery 

 

Dorothy Hall 

Sharon Doty 
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Getting To Know Our Council 

Dan Fredrick 

I have been a member of Grace since 2009 and have been involved in the 

Building and Grounds committee mostly, plus I sing in the 8:15 choir. I also 

facilitated some Disciple classes. At previous congregations, I sang in the choir 

and was council president once. I have 3 children and 9 grandchildren. My vision 

for Grace is for it to be a welcoming church where visitors feel very welcome and 

that we continue to offer our Disciple Bible classes. 

20 Years on the Stewardship Committee 

Ed Lichtenhagen 

I’m stepping down from the Stewardship Committee after 20 years and have been 

asked why I agreed to serve on this committee.  

I’ve heard members say that stewardship is that period of a few weeks in the fall 

when all we hear about is MONEY! We ought to be thinking about stewardship the 

whole year through. The Lord has given us many blessings and we should decide 

how we will return some portion of them to Him and share some of these blessings with others 

that are in need. 

Think about the THINGS that we have, are they really ours? Do we own them or has the Lord 

simply put us in charge of them? First Chronicles 29:14 says “Everything comes from you, and we 

have given you only what comes from your hand”. 

Do we focus on storing up earthly treasure or heavenly treasure? Jesus said in His Sermon on The 

Mount, Matthew 6:21, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

A credit card company has an ad that asks “What’s in your wallet?” The Lord asks “What’s in 

your heart?” 

Ed Lichtenhagen 

Creation Care in February 

Feb. 2 & 16 

Although cloth bags are the best way to bring home groceries, most of us still have a drawer full 

of old plastic grocery bags.  Please bring them to church, along with any dead batteries, on 

Sunday, Feb. 29.  The bags will get a second life at local food pantries, and the batteries will be 

properly disposed of so their toxins are not released into the environment.   

The collection is being sponsored by the Faith Hope and Action Sunday School class.  Everyone 

is invited to join the last two classes in their Creation Care series, which will meet at 9:45 a.m. in 

Stull Hall. 

Sunday, Feb. 2 - Churches Caring for God's Creation: Why Do They Do It? How Do They Do 

It?  Kevin Bates, Way In the Wilderness Methodist Church, Black Mountain; Creation Care 

Alliance Steering Committee 

Sunday, Feb. 16 - Mountains, Rivers, Farms.  For Nature, For People, Forever.  Evan Parker, 

Conserving Carolina 
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A Message from Vicki Marthaler, President of the Women of Grace 
 

What is “Bold Women Day” which is celebrated by the Women 

of the ELCA on Sunday, February 23? 

It is a special day set aside by WELCA to recognize and give 

thanks for the Bold Women of the faith who are making a 

difference for Christ. 

BOLD is defined as: showing an ability to take risks; confident, 

courageous, strong, vibrant. 

As I reflect back on the BOLD women of faith in my life, Sis 

Altenbern immediately comes to mind. Sis was my 6th grade 

Sunday School teacher in the little country church I attended in Minnesota. She made the 

Scriptures come alive as we studied the Journeys of Paul. Sis (she must have had a real first 

name, I just have no idea what it was!) was animated, engaged and quite the storyteller! She 

sparked in me a hunger for the Word. I will be forever thankful to her faithfulness and BOLD 

enthusiasm for the Bible. 

Arvella Lang was another BOLD woman of faith in my life. At a very early age she knew that she 

was destined to be a missionary and bring the Good News of Jesus to children in a far away 

land. She tells of how she received a Sunday school pamphlet with a story of a little African girl 

who had never heard of Jesus. Arvella taped the picture of the little girl on her bedroom wall. 

Lo and behold, years later, Arvella attends a Bible College and is equipped to be sent to 

Madagascar as a missionary teacher. She served faithfully for 30 years before returning 

stateside and then continued ministering in my church as a Volunteer Leader and a Bethel Bible 

Series Teacher. The trajectory of my life changed as I heard Arvella’s story and then opened my 

heart to go where God would lead me. 

At the nursing home where I served as chaplain, it was my distinct honor to care for BOLD 

Mildred LeRud. Mildred served as the National President of the American Lutheran Church 

Women when the ordination of women became reality in 1970. Oh, the stories she shared! She 

would often tell of the national convention held in Texas where every state of the union was 

represented by its BOLD Woman President. The state presidents entered the convention stadium 

waving their respective flags with the entire national gathering singing “O When the Saints, 

Come Marching In!” Mildred declared that the walls of the stadium literally shook in celebration 

of this new BOLD step for women of faith! Mildred encouraged me in my ministry as a woman 

chaplain bolstering my confidence and affirming my call.  

And then there is Magda who at the grand age of 93 BOLDLY and with a very loud voice called 

down the heavenly realm to battle illness, depression, fear and worries for whoever was in need. 

And small, quiet Evelyn who rarely left her bed but blessed every caregiver with her soft voice 

that was BOLD to give thanks for their help with cares. And who could forget Marjorie who 

BOLDLY encouraged everyone at her table to hold hands and say a prayer before receiving 

their meal. Then there was Ron and Millie still completely and over-the-top in love for 60 some 

years. Infirmities left Ron with very little mobility, but still Millie BOLDLY encouraged him to read 

their morning Scripture for devotions as she sat at his side helping find the right page in the Bible 

and then raptly listening to him as he read aloud the Good News.  

Invite a new member to your circle! 
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Of course, we could also search the Scriptures and read about the many BOLD women 

including Miriam as she aids her brothers Moses and Aaron, Deborah the Judge, Mary the 

Mother of Jesus, Elizabeth the mother of John, Naomi and Ruth as they support each other in 

times of distress, the Syro-Phoenician mother BOLDLY committed to her child, sisters Mary and 

Martha, the pesky, persistent BOLD widow, the named and unnamed BOLD women who 

provided for Jesus and His disciples in their years of ministry…oh, the list goes BOLDLY on and on! 

Who are the BOLD women in your life? Who has BOLDLY encouraged you to grow in faith and to 

discover your God-given gifts? What BOLD woman has made her mark in the Kingdom and 

made a difference for Christ?  

We don’t have to wait for one special day, but Sunday, February 23, does give us a deadline to 

remember and lift up the BOLD women in our lives. Do you have a story to share? Personally, I 

would love to hear it! Be BOLD and drop me a line: vicki.marthaler@gmail.com I’m look forward 

to hearing from you. Let us BOLDLY continue to grow in faith and seek out ways to love and 

serve others for the sake of Christ! 

 

 

 

 
 

For additional information about this and other ministries of the Women of the ELCA,  

see the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or contact our president, Vicki Marthaler (218-849-5683). 
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Birthdays 
 

 

Ashley Albers 2/2 

Barbara Arndt 2/2 

David Bair 2/2 

James Florine 2/2 

Cathy Jackman 2/2 

Brent Janowiak 2/2 

George Spencer 2/2 

Carlene Belanger 2/3 

Jenny Solano 2/3 

Chris Graves 2/4 

James Nelson 2/4 

Matthew Samotis 2/4 

Leah Scroggin 2/4 

Vianey Solano 2/4 

William Brust 2/6 

Patricia Chambers 2/6 

Jonathan Lambert 2/6 

Ronald Ontko 2/6 

David De Graaf 2/7 

Alejandrina Oviedo 2/7 

Marie Mortensen 2/8 

Vincent Rees 2/8 

Patti Romstadt 2/8 

Jacob Solano 2/8 

Jackson Bufalino 2/9 

Curt Cline 2/9 

Susanne Stockman 2/10 

Catherine Etterman 2/11 

Sandra Litogot 2/11 

Susan Powell 2/11 

Muriel Lambert 2/12 

Marilyn Pigors 2/12 

Cynthia Simons 2/12 

Casey Brown 2/13 

Debra Lamb 2/13 

Sara Schmidt 2/15 

Lara Wingard 2/15 

Anthony Acosta-

Oviedo 2/16 

Peggy Bumgarner 2/16 

James Howard 2/16 

Mark Marthaler 2/16 

Cora Taylor 2/17 

  

Anthony Pezzimenti 2/20 

Jessie White 2/20 

Sharon Smith 2/21 

Mandy Gibson 2/22 

Elizabeth Girard 2/22 

Patrick Rose 2/22 

Dan Axtell 2/24 

Anne Duffy 2/24 

Bob Gretel 2/24 

Larry Schwake 2/24 

Richard Honeycutt 2/25 

Nadine Christensen 2/27 

Marilyn Conrad 2/27 

Kevin Duffy 2/27 

Kathleen Matthews 2/27 

Madeline Salgado 2/28 

Mary Sebby 2/28 

Saul Solano 2/28 

Douglas Wilder 2/28 

Connie Elder 2/29 

  

 

Anniversaries 

 

Hershel & Barbara Parrish 2/2/2008 

Sal & Nancy Chiarenza 2/14/1982 

Bill & Linda Daleure 2/14/1975 

Doug & Brenda Sigmon 2/14/1987 

Dennis & Judy Waldrop 2/14/2004 

Pat & Jane Rose 2/16/1963 

David & Janie Berks 2/20/1982 

Bruce & Rae Foster 2/20/1982 

John & Dottie Mattern 2/23/2003 

Roger & Renne Barolet 2/28/2008 
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Ash Wednesday – Lent Begins! 

Feb. 26 

Our communal Lenten pilgrimage begins on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 26. This reflective and 

deeply spiritual day features worship services at 12:15 and 7 p.m. Worship centers around word, 

sacrament (Holy Eucharist), and repentance. As a visible sign of one’s heartfelt desire to turn 

away from sin and toward the gifts of forgiveness and salvation offered through Christ, we offer 

the ancient sign of repentance - a cross of ashes marked on foreheads by a pastor. 
 

A “holy innovation” this year grows from our Core Value, “Welcoming Cross+Cultural and 

Cross+Generational.” Beginning March 4, Wednesday evening Lenten worship will be 

interactive and take place in Stull Hall beginning at 6 p.m. We will use resources from Faith 

Inkubators to guide our worship. Our two-week themes will be: The Unexpected Teacher; The 

Unexpected Healer; The Unexpected Savior. Cross+Generational Lent provides an opportunity 

for all ages to gather together and discover Christ’s ultimate life-giving sacrifice. 

Cross+Generational Lent is lectionary-based, interpreting Scripture each week through the arts 

and music. Participants will take home a devotional resource to continue faith conversations at 

home. 
 

Holy Week will feature our traditional Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services at 12:15 and 7 

p.m. 

1245 6th Ave W 

Hendersonville NC 28739 

***Return Service Requested*** 


