Grace Lutheran Church, ELCA
1245 6th Ave. W., Hendersonville NC 28739
gracehendersonville.com / pr@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890
Mission Statement: We believe that God in
Christ is central to all life and we WORSHIP
him through TELLING his story, GROWING in
faith, SUPPORTING each other, and
CARING for his world.

Purpose:
Transforming
Lives
Through
Christ.

March 2020

Core Values:
 Being a nurturing family of faith
 Growing faith in God the Father, Son & Holy Spirit
 Serving others with the heart of Jesus
 Seeking unity in Christ
 Embracing people seeking Christ
 Welcoming cross-cultural, Cross+Generational

Lent Celebration 2020
Grace Lutheran Church invites our community to the Lent Celebration 2020, a weekly worship,
study, and life experience based on the Lectionary Bible readings.

We will start our Lent journey on Ash Wednesday on Feb. 26 at 12:15 & 7 p.m. in Stull Hall.
Then, five consecutive Wednesday evening services beginning with supper from 4:30-5:30
p.m. will be followed by worship at 6 p.m. Lent Season this year ends on April 9, Maundy
Thursday. Grace will be using the Cross+Gen LIFE curriculum published by Faith Inkubators.
The purpose of the Cross+Gen LIFE curriculum is Gathering the Generations, Blending
Worship with Education, and Connecting Church with Home.
These are three lessons/themes included in this Cross+Gen LIFE Lent resource.
March 4 & 11 – Unexpected Teacher
March 18 & 25 – Unexpected Healer
April 1 – Unexpected Savior
The five weeks are based on the model of large group/small group time. The opening large
group time is designed to be an engaging, multi-sensory learning and worship time for
people of all ages. Small group time follows with art and Cross+Gen conversations
centering on the theme. The FAITH5 principles from www.faith5.org Share, Read, Talk, Pray,
and Bless, will be practiced each week at church, modeling for all how to practice faith
“every night in every home”. Guests gather back in large group for a short but meaningful
wrap up, prayer, and blessing. Sign up for supper at the Sign-up Station. Walk-ins for
worship are welcome.

Holy Week Schedule
Palm Sunday services: Sunday, April 5, 8:15 & 9:45 a.m., Traditional & Spanish; 11:15 a.m.,
Contemporary
Maundy Thursday services: Thursday, April 9, 12:15 & 7 p.m.
Good Friday services: Friday, April 10, 12:15 & 7 p.m.
Easter Sunday services: Sunday, April 12, 8:15 a.m. “Sunrise” service;
9:45 a.m., Traditional; 11:15 a.m., Contemporary/Bilingual

Reflections from Pastor Alfredo Oviedo
Pastor Alfredo Oviedo – aoviedo@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x331

The Lord said to…Go from your country…to the land that I will show you.
“Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred
and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of
you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so
that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one
who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed.” Genesis 12:1–4a NRSV
What do you see in this picture? It
was taken last December at the
Children’s Ministry site we have established for
accompaniment in Durango, Mexico. Yes, it is winter - it
was cold, and their roof is the sky. Your generosity will
provide school supplies for up to 45 children in 2020 and
will jump start their construction project. The church in
Durango will continue providing groceries once a
month for families, women’s support groups, prayer,
and Bible classes for all ages. A sad reality is that with all
our good intentions and support, some of these children will leave their land and families to join
the lines of immigrants at the border. Do we see them as a threat to our way of life? Do we see
them as casualties of the global economy? Should we see them as children of God to whom,
the Lord said…Go from your country…to the land that I will show you? My childhood was not
different than the children you see in the picture.
The default mood to read and interpret our text in Genesis 12, that we have inherited from our
Christian tradition, is to think of a one-time event, 4000 years ago. We even acknowledge that
the story of Abraham belongs to the Jewish people. Only through a messianic interpretation do
we Christians appropriate Abraham as the father of the faithful; of all those who dare to believe
God has spoken to them. You may have heard the story about a conversation I had several
years ago with my best friend Rafael in Mexico. He asked me: “Alfredo, why did you leave?” I
was caught off guard and after being silent for a while, I answered, “What do you mean? Why
did you stay?”
Geographical mobility has not been a cultural trend in Mexico, Central, and South America
until recent times, since the second half of the 20th century. In fact, it has been the opposite.
Latin American countries have been the hostesses and final destination of immigrants from all
over the globe since the 14th century. Even recently, Mexico has received refugees from Russia,
Spain, Middle East, and China. Argentina was the destination of many Germans and Italians
after WWII. There are many reasons why a person leaves their land and kindred, such as, the
economy, unemployment, social unrest, lack of opportunities, and other. However, those are
not the main reasons most people say they have left their countries. Like Abraham and many of
our ancestors, both past and today, immigrants claim, the Lord said to them: Go from your
country…to the land that I will show you.
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Grace continues being serious and intentional about
Global Missions, strengthening our partnership with the
Children’s Ministry in Durango, Mexico. Specific ways
you may participate in 2020 are, (1) pray, (2)
participate in the scheduled video conferences with
the team leaders in Durango at Grace on, March 19,
May 21, and Nov. 19; all of them at 7 p.m. (3) Consider
traveling to Durango the week of Aug. 24-31 when
school supplies will be delivered to Children. Costs and
details will be published at Grace soon. Thanks & Blessing throughout Lent.

GYP — Grace Young Professionals
Director of Young Professionals: Anne Monroe – amonroe@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x309

*Contact Anne for information concerning future GYP events.

Grace Young Professionals St. Patrick’s Get Together at the Ericksens
Wear your green for a St. Patrick's Day feast at the Ericksens on Monday, March 16! Come at
6:30 p.m. to 180 Village Greenway, Flat Rock. We will serve traditional Irish bangers and mash
(sausage and mashed potatoes with gravy) and green salad. GYP - bring your favorite side,
bread or dessert to share. Mike will serve his homemade Irish beer.
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Grace Youth Ministry
Dir. of Youth & Young Adult Ministry: Anne Monroe – amonroe@gracehendersonville.com /
828-693-4890 x309

Grace Youth Ministry attends NC LYO Assembly
In February, 26 Youth and Adult Guides
attended the NC Lutheran Youth
Organization Retreat in Greensboro,
NC. ‘LYO’ is a fun weekend of
fellowship, worship, games, dance,
banquet, and small group time for our
youth with other Lutheran teens in our
state while staying in the Embassy Suite
Hotel. The theme for this year’s event
was “Together We Are One”, with
scripture focus text from 1st Corinthians
12:27: “Now you are the body of Christ
and individually members of it.”
Special this year, our very own 11th
grader Nelson Wiggins was chosen
through an application process to serve
as an LYO Board representative from Grace for the 2019-2020 school year. Nelson shares: “I’m
so thankful that I got to serve on the LYO board again this year! LYO is always a really
meaningful experience for my faith. Thank you GLC for all the prayers and support.” Thank you
Grace family for your continued support in making experiences like this happen for our youth!
Thank you also to our LYO adult guides: Mike Ericksen, Mandy Gibson, Kember Gibson, Ayman
Kaddouri, and Heather Wiggins, LYO Photographer: Shadai Acosta-Oviedo, and LYO Young
Adult Resource Person (YARP): Grace Welch.
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‘Heart full of grace. Soul generated by love.’ Youth Sunday

Grace Youth are busy developing and preparing for our annual Youth Sunday on Sunday,
March 29. Youth organize, write worship parts, and create the sermon meditation. The sermon
meditation will focus on our theme from Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s Drum Major Sermon, Mark 10:
41-45 scripture, and the ‘Think. Believe. Do’ study on mission and service which Service Learning
participants have been learning about during their monthly bible studies. Kidd’s Club children
will also be assisting with worship.
Eleventh grade student Jake Patterson shares a special invitation: “We would love for the entire
congregation to come out to Youth Sunday. It will be the culmination of a lot of hard work and
time from us (the youth), and it will be a wonderful, fresh, and modern worship experience.”
Don’t miss this unique worship experience in the life of our congregation! Youth Sunday will be
celebrated as one worship service at 10 a.m. on March 29.
Page 5

Gifts Ministry
Director of Gifts Ministry: Delia Jovel – djovel@gracehendersonville.com / 828-693-4890 x316
Connecting volunteers to meaningful ministries.

Want to volunteer or have a need? See Delia to help make meaningful
connections. Submit volunteer opportunities by email before noon on Monday
for the next Sunday bulletin.

Many Gifts one Spirit
A Spiritual Gift is a special and significant
ability given to us by the Holy Spirit, who
thus equips and moves Christians to serve
in special ways for God’s kingdom. When
we say a “special and significant ability,”
we don't necessarily talk about a
supernatural skill, a unique talent or an
ability that nobody has ever seen before.
The Spiritual Gifts are a manifestation of
God’s grace in our lives but also in others
life, because they are oriented to build
God’s kingdom on earth. Spiritual gifts
are somewhat unique by their powerful
nature and in their dedication to the
service of the Lord.
For more than 10 years, our congregation
has offered the YOUnique process that is
an accurate tool that helps us to have a
better knowledge and understanding
about ourselves, our personality, our
passions and Spiritual Gifts that make us
be mindful about being a unique, special
and blessed creation of God.
Grace encourages each member to discover, develop, and also use their Gifts in the more
than 15 ministries that serve inside and outside our congregation. You can discover, develop,
and use your Spiritual Gifts freely and willingly. The object is not to use just to preserve a
congregation, but to further the life of Jesus Christ in the different spaces where we interact.
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Do not take away the opportunity to know better all that you have and can offer to God. The
reward when we serve him will be always unique and limitless.
If you are interested in starting a process to understand better your unique design you can:
 Ask for a self-applied assessment,
 Participate in Sunday class that will be offered in spring 2020
 or make an online assessment
If you are interested, just contact me.
Delia Jovel, Director of Gifts Ministry, djovel@gracehendersonville.com | 828-693-4890 ext. 316
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Spotlight on Social Ministry
The Free Clinics
The mission of The Free Clinics (TFC) is to ensure that quality healthcare is available to all in our
community. Many of our neighbors struggle to access even basic medical and behavioral care.
The implications of poverty on the health of our community cannot be overstated, and the
needs are great:
11% of our surrounding neighbors live in poverty
15% of individuals have no health insurance
32% of adults have household incomes below 200% of the federal poverty level (or
$2,700 a month for a family of 2)
Their mission began18 years ago with a weekly medical clinic, which still operates today as a
free urgent care facility and vital point of entry into the healthcare system. Over the years the
recognition of the growing needs of the community have required a major expansion in
services provided:
Acute Care: Medical Clinic Chronic & Specialty Care: Bridges to Health, Psychiatric Clinic, Case
Management, Eye Clinic, Diabetes Program, Endocrine Clinic, Phoenix Project Medication
Support: Community Pharmacy, Medication Management, Medi-Find Prescription Assistance
Community Health: Bikes 4 Life, Community Garden, Healthways, Patient Health Advocacy,
Diabetes Education, Flu Shot Clinics & Wellness Screenings
Today’s headlines are filled with the ongoing opioid abuse crisis. This is presently one of the
greatest challenges in healthcare, and TFC has been at the forefront of working to deal with this
problem. The following is KeKe’s story, just one of many.
Her abuse like many others began with legitimate opioid use for chronic pain. Following the
2008 recession and a custody battle, KeKe lost her home. “I had worked very hard for 15 years
to have the beautiful home I had. I had gotten laid off from my job… I was heartbroken. I was
so depressed... It did something to me.” This led to worsening mental health and substance
abuse. Following a mandatory psychiatric hospitalization, she learned about The Free Clinics’
Bridges to Health (BTH) program.
KeKe began attending a BTH group and found the person-centered approach she desperately
needed. By checking in regularly with her care team she has all her medical, mental,
medication, and life situational needs addressed at one time, in a supportive and judgmentfree environment.
Although KeKe admits some days are harder than others, she is proud of her progress and now
hopeful about her future; “they gave me back my life”.

In fiscal year 2018-19, 2,093 individuals received care valued at $9,700,901.
This represents a return on investment of $7.65 for every $1.00 invested.

For more information about the vital care provided by The Free Clinics, the above programs,
volunteer opportunities, or to donate, please visit their website. www.thefreeclinics.org
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Gift Market November 2019
Together Grace does it again!

$2,000 of Fair Trade Handcrafts sold; $813 donated to Lutheran World Relief

$1,155 raised by the Gift Tribute Card ministry to support local non-profits

Purchased $920 of ELCA Good Gifts, which doubled on Giving Tuesday

Successful introduction for our new participant Safelight. “A very worthwhile event… both
in sales and in increasing awareness of our program” according to Missy Blackwell, Job Training
Program Director.
Thank you to all who helped make this event another great success!

Getting To Know Our Council
Joe Stancar
I have been a member since 2017, coming from Trinity Lutheran Church in
Sanford, NC. At Grace, I assist the grounds crew, KP duty at Oasis dinners,
provided background music for Pastor Ken's afternoon services at Carolina
Village, and I am an OWL participant. At my previous congregation, I worked on
grounds and maintenance crews, was an usher, served on the church council,
and once in a while provided music when there wasn't anybody else available.
My vision for Grace Lutheran Church is to assist in keeping church business
moving on an even keel, and continue to welcome new members to Grace with open arms.
Grace has a positive image in this community, and we need to maintain that. My family
members are my wife Kathy, my daughter Angela who lives overseas in London, and my
daughter Melissa who lives in South Carolina. My interests include being an active member of
Henderson County (AL/VFW) Honor Guard (provide military honors at funerals of veterans),
putzing around the house doing minor repairs and yard work, especially pruning; walk; ride my
bicycle; read; travel locally and abroad; pluck my strings; and watch Packer games while
enjoying a few libations.

Servant Saturday
Saturday, April 18
This year marks the 26th year Grace members will show there "Generosity" by giving of their time
and talent to support many non-profit agencies in Henderson County. Among these agency
partners are Hendersonville Rescue Mission, IAM, Four Seasons Compassion for Life, Boys and
Girls Club, and Safelight to name a few. The activities range from spring plantings, mulching,
and spring clean-up to painting. No special tools or skills are needed, only the desire to give
"generously" of your time and talent. Sign up as a family, with your small group or individually.
Sign up begins Sunday, March 22 and runs through Friday, April 17. All projects will be available
in the church lobby for you to review and select the project which you and your family would
like to complete.
We will all meet in Stull Hall at 8 a.m. for a hardy breakfast prepared by the Men in Mission prior
to heading out with your team to complete the selected project.
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Invite a new member to your circle!

A Message from Our President: Vicki Marthaler
In my dining room hutch, on a prominent shelf, clearly visible through
the glass doors, is my Grandma Clara's sugar cube jar. It is quite an
intricate piece. The base and lid are silver. The glass jar itself is a
deep rose red glass with beautifully hand-painted flowers
decorating the sides. Grandma's sugar cube container is old and
precious…. and broken.
Yes, not long after I first inherited this keepsake I bumped it and the
glass jar tipped and broke. I glued it back together but there is a
small piece missing. Once an antique dealer saw it and exclaimed
"Tell me about this piece!" As I opened the hutch I said, "It was my
Grandma's. It broke, but I glued it back together." As soon as I said
that it had broken, the man's face fell. He responded "Oh, it's of no
value."
Of no value? I didn't feel that way at all. When I look at that jar,
sugar cookies that melt in your mouth come to mind. I can almost feel Grandma's welcoming,
warm arms hugging me tightly and her many kisses peppering the top of my head. The
treasured keepsake may be broken on the outside, but in my heart it is whole.
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday when we are reminded that “You are but dust and to dust you
shall return.” Lent is a time to reflect upon our dust-made bodies, our limited earthly lives. We
come to realize that we are broken in so many ways, just like my Grandma’s sugar jar. Yet,
broken or not, we are the work of God's good hands and within us He has placed His very own
Spirit. Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 4:7 "But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this allsurpassing power is from God and not from us."
God values you very much. In fact, He sacrificed His Son so that you might live with Him forever.
God loves you and nothing will ever change His love for you. Whatever your circumstance,
whatever your condition – broken or missing pieces – you are of value.
May this Lenten season be a time for every woman of Grace Lutheran to reflect on the gift we
have in Jesus Christ and the fact that He truly has come to redeem our broken lives. Christ’s
work of redemption is why we, Women of Grace, gather together for fellowship, Bible study and
service. We may look or feel broken in so many ways, but in that brokenness Jesus lives and
breathes new life that His love, mercy and grace may flow through us and out into the world
that His Kingdom may indeed come.
(Vicki Marthaler currently serves as the WELCA President of Grace Lutheran Women. To learn of
opportunities for fellowship, to join Bible Studies or serve with the women of the church, contact
Vicki at vicki.marthaler@gmail.com or call/text 218-849-5683)

For additional information about this and other ministries of the Women of the ELCA,
see the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or contact our president, Vicki Marthaler (218-849-5683).
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Birthdays
Dick Belanger
Cavan Stanaway
Jerry Liedl
Judy Smith
Jason Blackwell
Mike Jenson
Karen Myers
Nery Acosta
Steve Trumann
Harry Steiner
Sue Buman
Ellen Jefsen
Nicole Vargas
Peggy Midstokke
Vivian Pemble
Millie Poppendick
Rochelle Simons
Bob Keener
Bill Pankhurst

3/1
3/1
3/2
3/2
3/4
3/4
3/4
3/5
3/5
3/7
3/8
3/8
3/8
3/9
3/9
3/9
3/9
3/10
3/10

Kelly Beaty
Dottie Staffieri
Lilly Cruz
Ally Pfotzer
Ilse Antonelli
Chuck Fangmann
Joe Prasil
Dennis Royal
Kathleen Celtrick
Kevin Filson
Kassie Kaddouri
Ivy Walker
Tony Cruz
David Litogot
Alfredo Oviedo
Dotty Uhle
Jeremy
Klingensmith
Bobby Slagle
Mike Williamson

3/11
3/11
3/12
3/13
3/15
3/16
3/16
3/16
3/17
3/17
3/17
3/17
3/18
3/18
3/18
3/19
3/22
3/22
3/22

Johanna Dokter
Amy Knight
Les Clinton
Ochi Celtrick
Freddy OviedoMedina
Bob Farrell
Susan Fitzgerald
Diane Hansen
Aidan Simons
Damian Tody
Deborah Moore
Irene Robertson
Alan Dietrich
Dante AcostaOviedo
Jeff Lilly
Becky Schmidt

3/23
3/23
3/24
3/25
3/25
3/26
3/26
3/26
3/26
3/27
3/28
3/29
3/30
3/31
3/31
3/31

Anniversaries

George & Joy Kiefer
Mark & Vicki Marthaler
Perry & Vickie Nelson
Chuck & Susan Albers
Bill & Donna Hamilton
Jim & Jane Nelson
Jeff & Anne Lilly

3/4/1967
3/8/1974
3/8/1969
3/12/1977
3/31/1979
3/15/1997
3/17/1984

Chris & Megan Pigors
Bob & Joan Frederiksen
Don & Ruth Klug
Nick & Denise Pryor
Jon & Faith Witzel
Richard & Vera Wynne

3/19/2011
3/25/1961
3/25/1978
3/25/1978
3/26/1983
3/27/1992
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1245 6th Ave W
Hendersonville NC 28739
***Return Service Requested***

Faith, Hope and Action Sunday School Class
1st & 3rd Sundays, 9:45-10:45 a.m. in Stull Hall
A series to learn more about refugees during March and April 2020. Look for more information at
our bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall and in the Announcement section in our Sunday
Bulletins.
“I was a stranger and you welcomed me” Matthew 25:35

Developing Culturally Sensitive Leaders Training
Saturday, March 28, 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Join us for a day long training that will empower us to grow as culturally aware leaders and
agents for change and racial reconciliation. The training will be held at Grace Lutheran Church
in Hendersonville. Lunch is provided and there is no cost for this training. Register at
https://nclutheran.org/culturally-sensitive/. We look forward to seeing you there!
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