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Coffee & Rum by Rail
in Colombia & Panama



Colombia is the only country in South America having ports on both the
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. From an early date, private rail companies
invested in connecting these ports to important inland cities and industrial
sites. Colombia at one time had a rail network of over 3000 km in length, most
of which was abandoned during the 1990s in favor of road transportation.
Currently, large stretches of the old railroad have been reactivated for use by
cargo trains. On this exciting rail tour, we explore some of Colombia’s
intriguing rail lines and journey to remote regions of the country on a variety
of regular trains, “brujitas” (motorbikes on rails), and “autoferros” (autobuses
on tracks).

On this journey, we will also explore Colombia’s coffee, which is reputed to be
the best in the World. Near Pereira, we’ll visit a coffee plantation where you’ll
be invited to participate in a professional coffee tasting under the guidance of
an expert.

We will end the trip in Panama, where we’ll travel on the Transoceanic Train
from the Atlantic to the Pacific and cruise the magnificent Panama Canal,
visiting the Miraflores and Aguas Claras Locks.

You don’t have to be an expert
in the history of Latin America
to know that Colombia hasn’t
always had a reputation as
being an exciting vacation
destination. Fortunately, that
has begun to change over the
last decade, and Colombia
today is one of the most
fascinating (but still not widely
known) travel destinations in
South America.

Tour
Overview.



Our Credo:
“Rail South America”, your South
American Rail Expert, spares no
expense to make your Tour the
premiere experience possible. We will
have you tell us what will make your
trip the most special for you. If we can
meet your needs, we’ll do so. If there
are additional costs involved, we’ll
transparently share them with you. We
offer you only the finest experience.
We guarantee your satisfaction.

Travelers must be reasonably fit to participate in this tour. There are several
short hikes during the trip, some of which are in a tropical climate.

Bellboys may not be available at all hotels, so guests must be able to carry the
luggage to their room.

Please let us know if you have any physical limitations, as it is essential for
participants to be in good health. The tour does not go to Malaria or Dengue
areas.

In some regions can it be hot and humid, so we recommend traveling as light
as possible.

Be aware too that on some portions of the trip we will switch often between
air-conditioned areas and a hot, humid climate.

Important Travel
Information.



Tips for local guides and driver
Visa costs
Travel, health and accident Insurance
Meals NOT mentioned in the itinerary and drinks to ALL meals
International flight tickets to Bogota, Colombia and out of Panama City, Panama

Excluded:

Luggage allotment is one suitcase per person, maximum 15 kg (limit imposed
by the airline)

Flights in Economy Class from Bogota to Pereira, Cartagena to Bucaramanga
and from Medellin to Panama City

English-speaking Tour Leader and English-speaking local guides

All services mentioned in the program, accommodations, meals, entrance fees,
train tickets, and taxes. All services are private for our tour group except for the
train and boat rides.

Included:

Accommodations: We stay at 3-4* high-quality hotels during this trip.

Double Room accommodation USD $6149/person

Single Room supplement USD $543/person

Tour
Prices.



You will arrive in Bogota on your
international flight. Our driver will
welcome you at the airport and
take you to the hotel for your
overnight stay. That evening we
will invite you to an introductory
tour meeting, where you’ll be
informed of the latest tour
updates and also meet your fellow
travelers.

Arrival in Bogota
SaturdayDay 1

In view of the dynamic nature of our trips, we may make ongoing
improvements to the following itinerary for the tour “Coffee & Rum by Rail in
Colombia & Panama.” We at Rail South America always do our best to
comply with the scheduled tour program, but due to our unique travel style
and the exotic regions we visit, it may be necessary to deviate from the
itinerary slightly.

DinnerLunchBreakfast

Daily Itinerary



We will hop on an early morning flight from Bogota to Armenia, then explore
the region around Armenia on a not-to-be-forgotten Jeep tour. We’ll drive
along remote, scenic roads from one picturesque coffee village to the next,
stopping at one of the villages to enjoy a typical Colombian lunch. That night
we will stay in a hotel on the outskirts of Salento.

Jeep Tour from One Coffee Village to Another
TuesdayDay 4

We will have breakfast at the hotel and then walk the cobblestoned streets of
downtown Bogota, discovering architecture, art, and the culture of this
fascinating city. Landmarks we’ll visit include the Congress, the Cathedral, the
Palace of Justice, the Mayor’s Office (Palacio Lievano), and the House of the
20th of July. In the evening, we’ll travel to Monserrate Hill on the funicular or
aerial tramway and from there take in fantastic views of the city.

City Tour of Bogota
MondayDay 3

We will transfer from our hotel to the
Sabana Railway Station, where we’ll board
the “Tren de la Sabana.” We’ll enjoy views
of Bogota’s northern savannah region
during the 53-km (33-mile) journey to
Zipaquira. There, we’ll visit the Nemocon
Salt Mine. Don’t get lost inside the mine
walking through the huge halls and
connection tunnels! We’ll then have lunch
near the Nemocon Mine. Later, our vehicle
will take us to Bogota, where we’ll stay
overnight.

Tren de la Sabana
SundayDay 2



In Cartagena de Indias is located the famous “Dictador” Rum Distillery, one
of Colombia's largest of its kind. After a short historical introduction to the
distillation of rum, we will tour the distillery, learning the steps necessary to
produce liquor from sugar cane. We’ll then go to the bodega, where the rum
is aged in oak barrels. After a rum tasting, a traditional Colombian lunch will
be served.

Dictador Rum Distillery
FridayDay 7

We will travel to the Airport in Pereira and fly to Cartagena de Indias in the
Caribbean. After we transfer to our hotel in Cartagena, you’ll be given free
time to relax or explore for the remainder of the day.

Pereira - Cartagena de Indias
ThursdayDay 6

We will walk through steep fields of coffee bushes at a world-famous coffee farm
learning the many details needed to produce superior coffee. Once we return from
the fields, we’ll be offered a close look at the postharvest installation where coffee
beans are cleaned, selected, and roasted. Our visit will end in the laboratory,
where we’ll participate in a professional coffee tasting session. In this session,
you’ll learn to differentiate coffee quality using the same methodology relied on by
experts. In the afternoon, we’ll return to our hotel in Salento, where you’ll enjoy
free time for the rest of the day.

Don Manolo Coffee Farm
WednesdayDay 5



Early in the morning we will board a ferrobus in Barrancabermeja and travel 123 km
along the tropical Magdalena River Valley to Puerto Berrio, stopping at remote tropical
villages along the way. We’ll reach Puerto Berrio before midday, then continue the
journey aboard an air-conditioned vehicle along the old Antioquia Railroad to Cisneros.
There, we’ll board a “Brujita,” a motorbike on rails, to cross one of the longest railway
tunnels in South America. The journey from Cisneros up to Santiago is 13 km and passes
through lush green mountainous countryside. Sugarcane fields border the railroad on
both sides. From Santiago we will ride to Medellin, where we’ll stay overnight.

Train journey from Barrancabermeja to
Puerto Berrio

MondayDay 10

Early in the morning, we’ll fly from Cartagena to Bucaramanga. From there we’ll
discover rural Colombia far away from the main tourist streams by traveling between
Bucaramanga and Barrancabermeja. For much of this journey we will follow along the
shores of the scenic Sagamoso River. We will reach Barrancabermeja in the evening and
have dinner at our hotel upon arrival.

Bucaramanga and Sagamoso River
SundayDay 9

On this day we’ll take an extensive tour of the colonial city of Cartagena de Indias, an
excellently preserved Colombian colonial town in the Caribbean. During the city tour,
we’ll visit a traditional Caribbean rum bar where you can test the rum knowledge you
acquired the day before.

City Tour in Cartagena de Indias
SaturdayDay 8



This day we will drive to Guatapé, a picturesque village on the outskirts of Medellin.
We'll visit the Peñol-Guatapé reservoir, which features a dam built at the end of the
1970s that flooded thousands of hectares. From the “Piedra del Peñol,” we’ll be
rewarded with fantastic views of the lake and the surrounding forests. After having
lunch near the rock, we’ll enjoy a lake cruise before returning to Medellin, where we
will stay another night.

Peñol Rock in Guatapé
WednesdayDay 12

This day we’ll travel on the suburban train to the Acevedo Railway Station, where we’ll
board the aerial cable car into the mountains. This breathtaking journey takes us from
the city, through mountainous suburbs, to a nature reserve up in the hills. After lunch,
we’ll visit the famous Comuna 13, the former home of Pablo Escobar and one of the
districts in Medellin that most suffered from the horrors of war. This district was
among the most dangerous places in the city but is nowadays a model of social
transformation. We will return to the hotel in Medellin in the late afternoon.

City Tour of Medellin
TuesdayDay 11



This morning we will learn all about the world’s so-called eighth wonder on a
boat trip from Panama City to Gamboa, taking an approximately four-hour
cruise through the legendary Panama Canal. We’ll pass the Miraflores Locks,
the Pedro Miguel Locks, and the Gaillard Cut (the narrowest point) to the
Gatun Lake. We’ll have lunch on board the ship. From the port in Gamboa,
the bus will take us back to Panama City on the Pacific coast. The rest of the
afternoon you’ll have at your leisure.

Partial Panama Canal Transit to Gamboa
SaturdayDay 15

We will travel from Medellin to Panama City. In Panama City, after checking
in to the hotel, you will have free time the rest of the day.

Medellin - Panama City
FridayDay 14

This day we’ll visit Hortensias Farm near Medellin. The flower industry is a vital
part of the Colombian economy, and hortensias are an exciting flower to explore.
We’ll receive an introduction to the Colombian flower industry and observe how
flowers are planted, cut, and prepared for shipment abroad. We’ll enjoy lunch at
the plantation, then visit one of the largest orchid collections in Colombia that
afternoon before returning to Medellin for our final night in Colombia.

Hortensia Farm
ThursdayDay 13



A journey back to the roots! After breakfast, we will head northeast to Curutú. There,
we’ll change the bus for small dugout canoes that will take us up the Rio Chagrés
along a fascinating jungle backdrop to the Embera Indian Village. At the village, you
will get authentic insights into a culture that had inhabited this land for over a
millennium, long before the Europeans discovered the region. The Embera traditions
and way of life will take you back centuries. If you like a refreshing bath, why not
jump into the cold river near the village. The community will invite us for a simple
typical lunch, mostly of fish and patacones (fried plantains), before heading back to
the city.

Embera Indian Village
MondayDay 17

Early in the morning, we’ll begin a sightseeing expedition of Panama’s amazing
capital, founded in 1519. The tour begins with a trip along the coast to the historic
old town district of Casco Antiguo, a UNESCO World Heritage site and a center for
art, design and cultural development. Many new bars, roof top terraces, restaurants
and hotels have opened here. Then, we’ll visit the always lively fish market where you
can experience the spectacle of the barkers and sample Ceviche (raw fish marinated
in lime juice) or a shrimp cocktail! Later, we’ll stop by Cinta Costera or Punta Pacifica
where Panama City´s famous skyscrapers are found. We’ll explore the area by foot
and afterwards experience a rum tasting. For lunch, we’ll invite you to an excellent
Panamanian Restaurant.

Panama City
SundayDay 16



At the agreed upon time, you will be transferred to the Airport and board the
flight to your home country.

Departure
WednesdayDay 19

On this day we’ll experience a historic train passage
from Panama City to Colón in the preserved original
railway cars. The ride lasts about one hour and will
carry us through the jungles along the Panama
Canal. Another highlight is the visit to the Panama
Canal Expansion Observation Center at Agua Clara,
which explains how the new Panama Canal system
works. Through this lock, ships of the so-called Post
Panamax class with up to 14,000 containers can now
transit the canal. Afterwards, we’ll travel to the port
of Gamboa. Before returning to the City, we’ll ride
the aerial tram at the Gamboa Rainforest and enjoy
a spectacular view of Gatun Lake and the natural
surroundings. Afterwards, we’ll return to the hotel.

Transoceanic Train
and Panama Canal

TuesdayDay 18



The Hotel Celestino is just a few steps away from the
renowned Parque Lleras and the many eateries and
bars of the El Poblado district. Celestino Boutique Hotel
envelops its friends and visitors in a botanical paradise
with its natural atmosphere of tree-lined avenues and
captivating indoor design.

Celestino Boutique Hotel, Medellin

Hotel Park Inn, Barrancabermeja

The hotel is located in the heart of the city, at the
confluence of the commercial, financial and
entertainment districts. Modern and innovative, the
hotel has 64 beautifully-decorated suites, a relaxing bar
and café, a sauna and a large terrace.

Hotel Bicentenaria, Bogota

Accommodation.

Kawa is located at a priviledged area of Salento
reaching the town by a 5 minute walk. The hotel has all
the facilities of a rustic, yet elegant architectural space
which offers our guests, an experience of great
connection with the natural environment, in conjunction
with luxury service.

Mountain Retreat Kawa, Salento

Hotel GHL Real, Cartagena de Indias
Set in a picturesque colonial-style building, the hotel
features a swimming pool, a spa, and a restaurant. It is
located only a 10-minute drive from Bocagrande’s
beaches. Rooms feature air conditioning and free Wi-Fi.
All of them have minibars, and some of them boast
private balconies.

The hotel features a fitness center, a terrace, a
restaurant, a shared lounge, and free WiFi throughout.
At the hotel, every room comes with a desk, a flat-
screen TV, and a private bathroom. Each room also has
a coffee machine, air conditioning, and a closet.



Give me a call!
+593 981 312 458

Questions?

When you are ready to book, please use visit

www.railsouthamerica.com to reserve your seat. We will then

contact you to discuss further details of the trip.

Are you ready
to book?

The Hotel provides a fantastic view of the Panama Canal. It is
close to Casco Viejo, where you can find vibrant arts and many
bars and restaurants. Additionally, visitors can unwind by the
outdoor pool and hot tub and observe ships passing as they go
through the locks of the Panama Canal.

Hotel Radisson Panama Canal, Panama City


