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Majestic Andean Rail
Adventure



Our journey begins in Tacna, from which we will travel by train across the sandy
desert that separates Peru and Chile. We’ll then travel first on the Chilean side of
the Arica-La Paz railroad from Arica to Paconchile and later on the Bolivian stretch
of this same railway from Viacha to Charaña. Along the way in Machacamarca near
Oruro, we’ll visit the largest railway museum in Bolivia, which contains locomotives
and carriages of the old privately-operated Patiño Railway that ran between
Machacamarca and the Patiño Mines in the Uncia region. We’ll also visit Pulacayo,
a uniquely strollable mining site that houses the oldest steam locomotive in Bolivia.
Next, we’ll travel from Puno to Cusco aboard the Titicaca Train. Our time in Cusco
will include an early morning train trip climbing the famous Zigzag line from Cusco
to Aguas Calientes in order to visit historic Machu Picchu. The final leg of our
journey will take us from Lima to Huancayo as we cross the high Andes at 4780 m
(15,681 ft) above sea level. The majestic sights on this rail passage make it one of
the most exciting train adventures in the world.

This unforgettable train expedition
through the majestic Andean
mountains combines various
breathtaking railway journeys
across Chile, Peru, and Bolivia.
Designed especially for rail
enthusiasts, this tour focuses on
the train journeys themselves and
on visits to railway-related sites.
We’ll travel on adventurous but
also luxurious trains and
experience some of the most
scenic rail passages in the world.

Tour
Overview.



Our Credo:
“Rail South America”, your South
American Rail Expert, spares no
expense to make your Tour the
premiere experience possible. We will
have you tell us what will make your
trip the most special for you. If we can
meet your needs, we’ll do so. If there
are additional costs involved, we’ll
transparently share them with you. We
offer you only the finest experience.
We guarantee your satisfaction.

Bear in mind that high altitude doesn’t suit everyone, and the effects of high
altitude on humans can be considerable. Before you register for the tour,
consult your medical doctor regarding the effects that a journey over several
days at a height between 3500m (11,483 ft) and 4400m (15,681 ft) above sea
level might have on your body.

Apart from the high altitude, however, this trip is not particularly physically
challenging; a normal healthy level of fitness is enough to participate. The most
challenging elements are the optional hike to the highest point of Incahuasi
Island in the middle of the Uyuni Salt Flat and the visit to the historic citadel of
Machu Picchu, which is visited by millions of people of all ages each year and
involves numerous ascents and descents on well-marked paths and stairs.

Important Travel
Information.



Tips for local guides and driver

Visa costs

Travel, health and accident insurance
Meals not mentioned in the itinerary and drinks for ALL meals.
International flight tickets to Tacna, Peru and out of Lima, Peru.

Not Included:

1 piece of luggage up to 15 kg (33 lb) per person

Flights in Economy Class from Uyuni to La Paz and from Cusco to Lima

English-speaking Tour Leader and English-speaking local guides

All services mentioned in the program, accommodations, meals, entrance fees, train
tickets, and taxes. All services are private for our tour group except the train rides and the
bus from Aguas Calientes to Machu Picchu.

Included:

Accommodations: We stay at 2-4* hotels during this trip.

Double Room accommodations USD $ 5,936/person

Single Room supplement USD $ 969/person

Tour
Prices.



You will fly in to Tacna in southern Peru,
then transfer to your hotel and check in.
After the check-in procedure, we meet
for a short coordination meeting to
revise the latest updates of our tour
program. For the rest of the day, you
have free time.

Arrival in Tacna, Peru
ThursdayDay 1

DinnerLunchBreakfast

Note: Given the dynamic nature of our tours, ongoing adjustments to this itinerary for the
“Majestic Andean Rail Adventure” are possible. We make our best effort to comply with the
scheduled program, but due to our unique travel style and the regions visited, we may
deviate slightly from the itinerary in order to take full advantage of opportunities that arise
with the various destinations, peoples, and cultures.

Day by Day
Itinerary.



We’ll visit Bolivia’s largest railway museum, located in Machacamarca, about
30 km south of Oruro. The museum showcases many exciting rail vehicles and
demonstrates what life was like in Bolivia during the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. From Machacamarca, we’ll follow the old private mining railroad to
Uncia in our vehicle. Afterwards, we’ll return to Oruro for the night.

Railway Museum Machacamarca and
Uncia Mining town

Sunday
Day 4

We will travel by train from Arica to Paconchile via the Arica–La Paz Railroad.
From there, we’ll take a private van to Oruro, Bolivia, crossing the spectacular
pass of “Tambo Quemado.” This journey across the high Andes between Chile
and Bolivia is exceptionally scenic. We’ll spend the night at our hotel in Oruro.

Train Journey from Arica to Paconchile
and from there by bus to Oruro

SaturdayDay 3

In the morning, we’ll visit the railway museum in Tacna. You’ll have time for
lunch before we board the train to Arica in northern Chile. The Ferrobus
journey will take us across the portion of the Atacama Desert that forms the
border between Peru and Chile. Once in Arica, we’ll transfer from the railway
station to our hotel.

Desert Train from Tacna to Arica
Friday

Day 2



You’ll have free time in the morning. After lunch, we’ll board the “Expreso del
Sur,” which crosses the flatlands of the Altiplano between Oruro and Uyuni.
The Expreso del Sur contains a delightful dining car that serves both beer and
coffee. Once we arrive in Uyuni, we’ll transfer to the hotel for our overnight
stay.

Journey on the “Expreso del Sur” to Uyuni
TuesdayDay 6

On this day we’ll visit the San Jose Mine and the Mining Museum in Oruro.
Then, we’ll ride the Urban Train “Qamqi” from Oruro’s central station to San
Pedro on the outskirts of town. After lunch, we’ll take a cable car up to see
the Socavon Virgin, and that night, we’ll stay again at our hotel in Oruro.

Oruro
MondayDay 5



We’ll explore La Paz during a full-day city tour, visiting both the old part of
town and driving up to the Killi Killi outlook for breathtaking views of the city.
We’ll also visit the old railway station in La Paz, now a cultural center. After
lunch, we’ll travel on cable cars from La Paz to El Alto and back again, then
spend the night at our hotel in La Paz.

City Tour in La Paz
Friday

Day 9

On this day we will view spectacular
scenery as we travel on a Ferrobus via the
Arica-La Paz Railroad from Viacha to
Charaña at the Chilean border. This ride is
particularly adventurous because the
vehicle is essentially an old bus on rails.
The Ferrobus is a frequently used mode of
transportation for the local population
living in this remote, harsh region. We’ll
return to La Paz in a private vehicle and
stay there overnight.

Ferrobus from Viacha to Charaña
ThursdayDay 8

Early in the morning we’ll visit Pulacayo, an old, abandoned mining site near
Uyuni. Pulacayo is a wonderful site for strolling and viewing the oxidized
steam locomotives, mining equipment, and mining buildings, most of which
are abandoned and can be observed only from the outside. Later, we’ll travel
to Incahuasi Island, situated in the middle of the world’s largest salt flat. Back
in Uyuni, we’ll visit the famous railway cemetery before having dinner and
going to the Airport for our evening flight to La Paz. Finally, we’ll transfer
from the airport to our hotel and check in for the night.

Uyuni Salt Flat; flight to La Paz
WednesdayDay 7



Early in the morning, we will board the “Titicaca Train” at the Puno Railway
station to begin the ride to Cusco. This fascinating rail journey will take us
through majestic high-Andean landscapes. The train travels the 390 km (242
miles) to Cusco in about 11 hours and reaches its highest point at La Raya,
4321 meters (15,177 ft) above sea level. On the descent to Cusco, we’ll pass
through endless lush pastures and stop at remote villages before reaching
Cusco in the evening. We’ll stay overnight in Cusco.

Monday
Peru Rail’s Titicaca Train from Puno to CuscoDay 12

We’ll leave La Paz in the morning and visit Tiwanaku, among the most
famous archeological sites of the Aymara culture in Bolivia. We’ll have lunch
on the shores of Lake Titicaca before crossing the border to Peru and driving
to Puno, where we’ll stay overnight.

La Paz to Tiwanaku to Puno (Peru)
SundayDay 11

You’ll have this day free to explore La Paz on your own.
Day at leisure in La Paz
SaturdayDay 10



Train Journey from Lima to Huancayo
The train we’ll take this day departs from Lima’s “Desamparados” railway
station at 150 m (492 ft) above sea level, climbs to an altitude of 4781 m
(15,686 ft), and ends in Huancayo at 3261 m (10,699 ft). Along the way, the
rail passes through 69 tunnels and completes six full zigzags, providing a
thrilling and truly unique experience for travelers . Overnight, we’ll stay at the
hotel in Huancayo.

ThursdayDay 15

We’ll take a city tour of Cusco in the morning, one of the highlights being the
Santo Domingo Convent, which the Spaniards built over an ancient Incan
Palace. Outside of Cusco, we’ll visit the monumental Incan military fortress
Sacsayhuaman. Later, we’ll explore the Incan ruins of Qenko, Puca-Pucara,
and Tambomachay. In the afternoon we’ll transfer to the Airport and fly to
Lima. Once in Lima, we will check in to our hotel in Miraflores, after which
you’ll have free time for the rest of the afternoon.

City Tour of Cusco & Flight to Lima
WednesayDay 14

We will travel on the Incarail First Class Train from Cusco’s San Pedro Station
to Aguas Calientes, ascending the famed Zigzag line up to the station of
Porroy. We’ll have lunch on the train before reaching Aguas Calientes. An
expert guide will then show us Machu Picchu, the Lost City of the Incas. That
afternoon, we’ll return to Aguas Calientes and dine on the train during our
journey back to Cusco. We will stay again overnight in Cusco.

Train Excursion to Machu Picchu
TuesdayDay 13



We’ll return by train to Lima the same way we came, but on this return trip
we’ll travel by daylight the part of the journey that was at night on Day 17.
The downward journey is as spectacular as was the upward. We’ll arrive at
the Desamparados railway station in Lima in the evening, then transfer to our
hotel in Lima.

Train Journey from Huancayo to Lima
SundayDay 18

We’ll enjoy a day in the beautiful Mantaro Valley. In the morning, we’ll visit
nearby Paca Lake and the Ocopa Monastery, where monks trained priests for
jungle missions in the Amazon Rainforest during colonial times. We’ll have a
“Trout Lunch” in a local eatery before returning to our hotel in the afternoon.
The rest of the day is free time. We’ll stay the night again at the hotel in
Huancayo.

Exploring the Mantaro Valley
SaturdayDay 17

Enjoy a day at your leisure in Huancayo. If the “Tren Macho” from Huancayo
to Huancavelica runs, you might consider taking a day trip on this train (at
your cost). Because the running of the train is unpredictable, however, we
don’t include it in our itinerary.

Day at leisure in Huancayo
FridayDay 16



At the agreed time, our driver transfers you to the international airport in
Lima in time to board your international flight.

Departure
TuesdayDay 20

We’ll go on a city tour of Lima, including a journey on the Metro train from
Bayovar to Villa de Salvador. The first line of the Metroline was inaugurated
by the City of Lima in 2011, and with 26 stations connecting densely
populated areas from the north to the southeast of the city, the Metroline
has a total length of 34.6 km (21.5 miles). After the tour, we’ll return that
afternoon to our hotel in Miraflores.

Lima
MondayDay 19



This adobe hotel is built around a courtyard in a
delightful rustic style, with large common areas and an
excellent restaurant. The rooms are somewhat small
but feature tasteful decorations and comfortable beds.
Free Wi-Fi is available throughout the hotel.

Hotel Jardines de Uyuni

The Hotel Eden is located right across from 10 de
Febrero Square in the center of Oruro. The rooms have
free Wi-Fi, a minibar, and cable TV in all rooms. There is
a restaurant and bar on the top floor of the building as
well as a large gym and an indoor swimming pool.

Hotel Eden, Oruro

The Hotel Diego de Almagro is located outside of the
town center of Arica, on Las Machas Beach. The hotel
has accommodations with free Wi-Fi, TV, minibar, radio,
and soundproofed windows. The hotel also offers a
fitness center and restaurant in a great location with
ocean views.

Hotel Diego de Almagro, Arica

The Hotel Casa Andina in Tacna is located in the
modern section of Tacna, within walking distance of the
cathedral, Plaza de Armas, and the railway station. The
hotel has a lovely rooftop swimming pool, an excellent
restaurant, and a bar. The rooms feature a safe,
minibar, Wi-Fi, AC, TV, and all modern amenities.

Hotel Casa Andina, Tacna

Accommodation.



This hotel is located in front of the Huamanmarca
square. The functional rooms are equipped with a flat-
screen TV, free Wi-Fi, and a safe. Some rooms also
include a minibar. Room service is available, and a
buffet breakfast is served in the hotel restaurant.

Hotel Turismo, Hunacayo

The Hotel Jose Antonio Exclusive is located in Lima’s
Miraflores district. Many street cafes, restaurants, and
shops are within walking distance of the hotel. Only a
few blocks away is the Barranco, where one can enjoy
spectacular views of the Pacific Ocean. The hotel is an
excellent base from which to explore the city of Lima.

Hotel Jose Antonio Exclusive, Lima

The Xima Hotel in Cusco is located a short distance from
the famous Korikancha, and the historic center of Cusco
is only five minutes away by foot. There are also many
restaurants and shops near the hotel. The Xima has a
good buffet breakfast and simple but comfortable
rooms.

Xima Hotel, Cusco

The Hotel is located outside of Puno, separated from
the Lake Titicaca only by a road. The Hotel has
comfortable rooms, all with Cable TV and private
bathrooms. The hotel restaurant is excellent. Wifi is
available in all parts of the hotel. The Lake can be
reached over a bridge from where you can observe a
fantastic sunset.

Hotel Jose Antonio, Puno

Rooms at Hotel Europa include a sofa, LCD cable TV,
and mini-bar. The hotel has 2 restaurants and a bar on
the top floor. The hotel has also a small swimming pool.
There are many restaurants in walking distance of the
hotel. Central parts of the city can easily be reached on
foot.

Hotel Europa, La Paz



Questions?
Give me a call!
+593 981 312 458

If so, please use the “RESERVE MY SEAT” button to enter your

personal information. We will then contact you to discuss further

details of the trip and how to proceed with registration.

Ready to Book?


