Great Rail Tour
of Brazil
November 14 - December 1, 2021

17

days

Tour
Overview.

Brazilians are known for their
zest for life, and this thrilling
train journey from the north
to the south of Brazil allows
you to experience the country’s
electrifying, culturally-diverse
metropolises as well as its vast,
lush natural landscapes. The
fifth-largest country in the world
offers some of the world’s best
museum train railways set along
scenic vistas that continually
amaze. We invite you to join
us on this unusual “Grand Rail
Tour of Brazil” to experience
the Brazilian vibe in an
unconventional way as we travel
whenever possible on trains.

We start this grand tour of Brazil in Salvador de Bahia, among the most culturally
diverse cities in Brazil. We’ll then fly to Vitoria, from which we’ll commence a
nearly 700-km train trip through lush countryside to Belo Horizonte. There, we’ll
board the first of two museum trains, one from Ouro Preto to Mariana, and then
another from Tiradentes to Sao Joao del Rei. In Rio de Janeiro, we’ll explore
numerous sights in this vibrant, historic city and also visit the nearby Sugarloaf
and Corcovado mountains. Next, we’ll continue our southward journey on Brazil’s
most famous tourist train of all, a rail trip from Curitiba to Moretes through
breathtaking tropical mountain scenery. After that, we’ll ride on a glorious steam
train from Campinas to Jaguariuna and arrive at our final destination, Sao Paulo.
We will explore the city and visit Paranapiacaba, which hosts a fascinating old
cable railway system.

Important Travel
Information.
Be prepared for hot weather during this trip, although hotels and restaurants
are mostly air conditioned. Indeed, the area of Brazil between Salvador de Bahia
and Curitiba is quite modern, with an ambiance very similar to southern Europe.
Apart from the tropical weather, the trip is not particularly physically challenging, and a normal healthy level of fitness is enough to participate.

Our Credo:
“Rail South America”, your South American Rail Expert, spares no expense to
make your Tour the premiere experience
possible. We will have you tell us what
will make your trip the most special for
you. If we can meet your needs, we’ll do
so. If there are additional costs involved,
we’ll transparently share them with you.
We offer you only the finest experience.
We guarantee your satisfaction.

Tour
Prices.
Tour Price: Grand Rail Tour of Brazil
Double Room accommodation

USD $5,268 per person

Single Room supplement

USD $ 1.315 per person

Price Optional Tour Extention: Iguazu Falls
Double Room accommodation

USD $1,315 per person

Single Room supplement

USD $ 233 per person

Accommodations: We stay at 3-4* high-quality hotels during this trip.

Included:
All services mentioned in the program, accommodations, meals, entrance
fees, train tickets, and taxes. All services are private for our tour group
except the train rides.
English-speaking Tour Leader and English-speaking local guides
Flights in Economy Class from Salvador de Bahia to Vitoria, Rio de Janeiro to
Curitiba, and Curitiba to Campinas. The Tour Extention includes the return flight
from Sao Paulo to Iguazu
1 piece of luggage up to 15 kg (33 lb) per person

Not Included:
International flight tickets to Salvador de Bahia and out of Sao Paulo, Brazil
Meals not mentioned in the itinerary and drinks for ALL meals
Visa costs
Travel, health, and accident insurance
Tips for local guides and driver

Daily Itinerary
Breakfast

Lunch

Dinner

Note: Given the dynamic nature of our tours, ongoing adjustments to this
itinerary for the “Grand Rail Tour of Brazil” are possible. We make our best
effort to comply with the scheduled program, but due to our unique travel style
and the regions visited, we may deviate slightly from the itinerary in order to
take full advantage of opportunities that arise with the various destinations,
people, and cultures.

Day 1

Sunday
Arrival in Salvador de Bahia
You’ll arrive on your international
flight at Salvador de Bahia, then
transfer over to your hotel. In the
evening, we’ll invite you to a have
welcome drink where we’ll go over
the latest tour updates.

Day 2

Monday
City Tour in Salvador de
Bahia
For this day’s tour of the city, we’ll ride on
Salvador de Bahia’s metro system, one of the
oldest electrified train systems in South America.
On this tour we’ll learn of the history of Brazil’s
first capital and visit the Lighthouse of Barra
(from which we’ll enjoy splendid views of the
Bay of All Saints and the Atlantic Ocean), the
Campo Grande square, and a busy commercial
area of the city. Later we’ll arrive at the Historic
Center of Salvador de Bahia, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, and visit the old neighborhood of
Pelourinho, which features colorful mansions in
typical Portuguese style, colonial churches, and
magnificent squares and cobblestoned streets.

Day 3

Tuesday
Cachoeira and Dannemann Cigar Factory
Discover the historic city of Cachoeira and learn about its importance in the
early colonization of Brazil. Visit candomblé temples, colonial mansions, and
the 18th-century convents and churches of this small town. We’ll have our
first typical Brazilian Lunch in Cachoeira, and in the afternoon we’ll explore the
fascinating world of tobacco for cigars and cigarillos at the Dannemann Cigar
Factory. We’ll also visit the “Fazenda Terra Dannemann” and watch skilled
ladies roll Robusto cigars. On the way back to Salvador de Bahia, we’ll visit the
Santo Amaro Market and discover a bewildering array of Brazilian food, fruits,
and vegetables.

Day 4 Wednesday

Salvador de Bahia to Vitoria
We’ll enjoy a relaxing Wednesday. In the late morning, we’ll travel to the
Airport in Salvador de Bahia and fly to Vitoria. Upon our arrival, we’ll invite
you to participate in a panoramic city tour, including a visit to the Convent of
Penha, before we take you to our hotel for the night. That evening, you’ll have
time to enjoy the city and the nearby beach at your leisure.

Day 5

Thursday
Train from Vitoria to
Belo Horizonte
Early in the morning we’ll go to the Pedro
Nolasco Railway Station in Vitoria, where we’ll
board the train to Belo Horizonte. The train
travels the 664 km (413 miles) in 13 hours. We’ll
enjoy an easy day on the train in “Executive
Class.” In addition to the box lunch you’ll receive
during the journey, the train has a dining car
that serves simple lunch fare and snacks (not
included). In Belo Horizonte, we’ll transfer from
the railway station to our hotel in the city.

Day 6

Friday
Belo Horizonte and Ouro Preto
In the morning, we’ll go on a panoramic city tour of Belo Horizonte. Afterwards,
we’ll drive 100 km (63 miles) to Ouro Prieto and have lunch in a local
restaurant upon our arrival. After checking in at the hotel, we’ll tour together
this UNESCO World Heritage City. Ouro Preto is a particularly fascinating
Brazilian city because of its importance during the Brazilian gold boom at the
beginning of the 19th century. The city was considered among the wealthiest
in the world during this period, and the architecture of its buildings clearly
reflects the prosperity of its past inhabitants. We’ll spend the night in Ouro
Preto.

Day 7

Saturday
Train Journey Ouro Preto - Mariana
This day we’ll transfer to the railway station and then
journey by museum train through lush countryside
to Mariana. Upon our arrival, we’ll have lunch in the
historic village center. Mariana was founded on July 16,
1696, and retains the characteristics of a baroque city
with its churches, buildings, and museums. Mariana
was the first capital city of the state, Minas Gerais, and
in the seventeenth century, Mariana was one of the
largest cities producing gold for the Portuguese crown.
We’ll visit an historic gold mine on our return trip to
Ouro Preto, where we’ll again spend the night.

Day 8

Sunday
Steam Train Journey from
Sao Joao del Rei to Tiradentes
We’ll continue our journey by driving 160 km (100 miles) to Tiradentes, where
we’ll board the museum train to Sao Joao del Rei. There, we’ll visit the railway
museum and the Rotonda before returning to Tiradentes. After checking in to
the hotel, you’ll have time to explore this picturesque small town on your own.
Tiradentes is full of lovely cobblestoned streets and historic buildings. We’ll
stay overnight in Tiradentes.

Day 9

Monday
Tiradentes to Rio de Janeiro
Today is a travel day. We’ll leave Tiradentes right after breakfast for the 277
km journey to Inhomirim. There, we’ll board a regular train that takes us to the
Brasil Central Station in Rio de Janeiro, which offers a particularly unique arrive
experience by rail. Our Tourbus will take us from the railway station to our
Hotel at Copacabana Beach in Rio de Janeiro.

Day 10

Tuesday
Rio de Janeiro
This day we’ll get an overview of Rio’s most famous
sights during our full-day tour. Early in the morning
we’ll travel via the cog-wheel railway up the
Corcovado to see the famous Christ the Redeemer
statue. Then, on the way back to town, we’ll visit the
Tijuca Forest. That same day we’ll visit the famous
beaches of Copacabana and Ipanema as well as the
Guanabara Palace, which was the former “White
House” of Brazil when Rio de Janeiro was the capital
city. We’ll end our tour by taking the cable car from
Urca up to the top of Sugar Loaf Mountain.

Day 11

Wednesday
Rio de Janeiro
Today is at your leisure in Rio de Janeiro.

Day 12

Thursday
Flight to Curitiba
Early in the morning we’ll fly to Curitiba, where a local guide will show us this
surprisingly vibrant city. We’ll visit prominent landmarks such as the Tangüá
Park, the Oscar Niemeyer Museum, Paço da Liberdade, and Catedral Basílica
Menor de Nossa. Overnight we’ll stay at our hotel in Curitiba.

Day 13

Friday
Sierra Verde Express
We’ll board the Serra Verde Express in Curitiba and travel to Morretes. This
train journey goes through the verdant ecological reserve of the Serra do Mar,
all the way down to sea level at Moretes. In Moretes, we’ll visit the old town
with its colonial Portuguese style houses, quaint churches, and fascinating
Craft Market. We’ll have a traditional lunch before returning in our private
vehicle to Curitiba, arriving late afternoon.

Day 14

Saturday
Train Campinas - Jaguariuna
We’ll catch an early morning flight to Campinas; from there we’ll travel by train
to Jaguariuna. This museum train is a fantastic way to explore the greater
region of Sao Paulo. Later that afternoon, the train will return to Campinas,
where a tour bus will be waiting to take us to our hotel in Sao Paulo. Along the
way, we’ll stop for dinner at a Motorway Restaurant.

Day 15

Sunday
Santos
We will go to Paranapiacaba to visit a railway
museum dedicated to the famous Paranapacaba
Cable Railway. Afterwards, we’ll go to Santos, a
large port town about 90 km away from Sao Paulo.
We’ll travel on the historic tramway and have a
look around the city. We’ll return to Sao Paulo for
the night.

Day 16

Monday
Sao Paulo
This day we’ll explore Brazil’s largest city, Sao Paulo.
We’ll visit the Pacaembu, Paulista, and Ibirapuera
neighborhoods, and in downtown Sao Paulo we’ll see
the Pátio do Colégio, the Municipal Theater, and the
Anhangabaú Valley. We’ll have our farewell lunch in an
upscale restaurant. That afternoon, we’ll visit Luz Park
and the Pinacoteca at Luz Station, before returning to
the hotel to spend our last night in Sao Paulo.

Day 17

Tuesday
Departure
At the appointed time, we’ll meet and travel to the International Airport, where
you’ll catch your flight home.

Optional Extension
to Iguacu Falls
Day 17

Tuesday
Flight to Foz do Iguacu
For those who elect to join this optional extension of the tour, we’ll travel to the Airport
in Sao Paulo and fly to Foz do Iguacu. After checking in at our hotel, we’ll hit the trail
for a 1.2 km (3/4 mile) walk on the Brazilian side of Iguacu Falls. The catwalk spans
a series of falls that make up Devil’s Throat (Garganta do Diablo). We’ll have lunch in
the National Park. That evening, we’ll return to the hotel for dinner.

Day 18

Wednesday
Iguazu Falls
We’ll begin our tour in the Visitor’s Center on the
Argentinian side of Iguazu National Park. A small train
will bring us to Devil’s Throat, the largest waterfall in
the entire park. Then, we’ll walk the upper circuit, from
which we can observe many more falls such as Dos
Hermanas, Chico, Ramirez, and Bosseti, among others.
We’ll take a long walk through the forest and enjoy
the fauna and flora of the region. That afternoon, we’ll
return to our hotel on the Brazilian side of the falls.

Day 19

Thursday
Flight to Sao Paulo
You’ll have the morning at your leisure. In the afternoon, we’ll take a flight back
to Sao Paulo, where we’ll stay overnight.

Day 20

Friday
Departure
At the agreed upon time, we’ll meet and travel to the Airport, where you’ll
catch your international flight.

Accommodation.
Fera Palace Hotel, Salvador de Bahia
The hotel is located 200 m from Lacerda Elevator and 300
m from Mercado Modelo. Free Wi-Fi is available throughout
the property. All rooms are equipped with a flat-screen TV
with cable channels. Bathrooms are private and include free
toiletries and a hairdryer. The hotel has a rooftop bar with a
swimming-pool.

Hotel Sheraton, Vitoria
The hotel offers well-lit rooms overlooking the Atlantic
Ocean and free Wi-Fi access throughout the property.
Rooms are equipped with a plasma TV with cable channels.
The bathroom is equipped with a hairdryer and toiletries.
The hotel has an outdoor swimming pool, fitness center, and
of course, a bar and restaurant.

Hotel Holiday Inn, Belo Horzonte
The hotel is located 350 m from Patio Shopping Savassi
Mall and has a small outdoor pool, a gym, and an on-site
restaurant and bar. Free Wi-Fi access is available
throughout the property. The air-conditioned rooms contain
a smart TV, mini-bar, and private bathroom. Extras include
free toiletries and a hairdryer.

Hotel Solar do Rosário, Ouro Preto
Located 40 m from Tiradentes Square, the hotel offers free
Wi-Fi, a daily buffet breakfast, and a 24-hour reception desk.
Several restaurants and bars can be found within walking
distance. All rooms are equipped with air conditioning and
contain a TV, mini-bar, and bathroom with a hairdryer. The
rooms are tastefully decorated with modern furnishings,
including a desk.

Solar da Ponte, Tiradentes
Set in a colonial-style house in Tiradentes centre, Hotel
Solar da Ponte features an outdoor pool, as well as a
beautiful garden, game room, and 24-hour front desk. With
rustic-style, tasteful décor, the rooms are bright and airy and
feature a fan, TV, minibar, and private bathroom. Free Wi-Fi
is provided.

Hotel Miramar, Rio de Janeiro
Located directly across from the famous Copacabana Beach,
this hotel features a green granite pool and a modern gym.
Wi-Fi is available throughout the hotel. Decorated in gray
tones, each room comes equipped with air conditioning,
a flat-screen cable TV, safe, and mini-bar. The private
bathroom includes toiletries and a bathrobe.

Radisson Curitiba Hotel, Curitiba
The hotel is located in the trendy Batel area, facing Japan
Square. The hotel contains a good restaurant and features
a small indoor pool and a fitness centre with sauna and
Jacuzzi. The air-conditioned rooms present a contemporary
décor and are fitted with a smart flat-screen TV. Wi-Fi is
available throughout the property.

Hotel Intercontinental Sao Paulo
The hotel is located just a block away from the financial and
commercial area of the city. It has an outdoor pool, a 24-hour
fitness center, and a business center. Free Wi-Fi is available
throughout the hotel. The rooms at InterContinental offer air
conditioning, an LCD TV with cable channels, a work desk,
and tea and coffee making facilities.

Wish Hotel, Foz do Iguacu
The hotel features free Wi-Fi, international restaurants,
and outdoor pools. Wish Foz do Iguaçu offers sophisticated
rooms with air conditioning, flat-screen TV, and mini-bar.
Rooms are elegantly styled with classic wooden furniture
and soft décor; some rooms offer floor-to-ceiling windows
and garden views.

Are you ready
to book?
When you are ready to book, please use visit
www.railsouthamerica.com to reserve your seat. We will then
contact you to discuss further details of the trip.

Questions?
Give me a call!
+593 981 312 458

