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A special zoom 

event for 

rostered leaders 

of the church.  

Wednesday, 

August 3, 7 pm 

Cost: $10 

To register, 

please click 

here or use QR 

code provided 

below:  

 

 

A REVIEW OF 
THE ELCA 

SOCIAL 
STATEMENT 

ON ABORTION 

 

How do rostered leaders faithfully 

respond to a Supreme Court decision to 

rescind Roe v. Wade? 
 

The ELCA published a social statement in 1991 

The ELCA published a social statement on Abortion in 1991. Lutherans have 

acknowledged that this is a very complicated issue with ramifications for all its 

membership. Now that the Supreme Court (based on the leaked document) is 

planning on overturning the Roe v. Wade precedent, we need to re-examine our 

social statement in order to better engage with our ministry contexts in a 

faithful and transparent manner. United Lutheran Seminary is working with the 

ELCA Office of Advocacy (ELCA Witness in Society team OR ELCA Advocacy 

office) to present this timely review on August 3rd at 7 pm via zoom.  

 

Facilitator 

The Rev. Amy Reumann has served in parish ministry, 

synod leadership and advocacy ministries before joining 

ELCA Witness in Society. She leads federal policy activity 

in the Washington, D.C. office, coordinates with 17 ELCA-

affiliated state public policy offices, holds responsibility 

with the Lutheran Office of World Community presence at 

the United Nations and oversees the ELCA Corporate 

Social Responsibility Program. As a master gardener, she 

plants seeds literally as well as figuratively. 

 

 

 

Excerpts from a pastoral message by Presiding Bishop Eaton 

Our unity as Christians is through Jesus Christ, the One who embodies God's 
grace among us. Yet, there are times when, even in our unity, we do not agree. 
The people of this church and this country have various and perhaps 
contrasting responses to the Supreme Court's leaked draft opinion on abortion. 
Regardless of where each of us stands on the issue, the ELCA's 1991 social 
statement on abortion speaks to all of us. 

In the social statement, this church holds both women and "developing life in 
the womb" (p. 2) as neighbors. While this church longs for a future with fewer 
abortions every year, the social statement points out that outlawing all or nearly 
all abortions is not the way to do this. The ELCA opposes both "the total lack of 
regulation of abortion" and "legislation that would outlaw abortion in all 
circumstances" (p. 9). 

This church's social teaching states that abortion must be legal, regulated and 
accessible. People who choose to have legal abortions should not be harassed 
or prevented from accessing abortion due to economic or other factors. 

 

  

https://www.unitedlutheranseminary.edu/calendar/kindling-faith-elca-social-statement-on-abortion-a-review
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Abortion

