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DEAR ULS GRADUATES OF THE CLASS OF 2021:

I love Commencement exercises! I always have, and this one is 
particularly special to me as the first that I will have experienced at United 
Lutheran Seminary as its new president. It’s very sad to me (as I know it is 
to you) that we can’t celebrate together in person again for a second year.

I so wish that were not the case, but the situation with the pandemic is 
still volatile enough in Pennsylvania that gathering together in the flesh 

is still inadvisable. Many of us are rejoicing in being newly vaccinated, but the risk of infection is 
still too high—and it is of course even more dangerous to those who are particularly vulnerable.

By their nature, Commencements are both joyful and solemn, as we invoke God’s name on the 
process of conferring degrees in divinity and religion to those preparing for work in the church 
and the wider society. In particular, my prayers today are with those heading into parish ministry 
as pastors and deacons, especially those entering into a first call. We ask God to bless you, and 
all of us, as we send you forth to serve with joy in the name of Christ.

We will miss you at ULS. In your time here—even if not as much of it was experienced in person 
as we all would have liked—you have made this seminary your own and you have left your mark 
on it: your classmates and fellow students, your teachers, and even the staff have come to feel 
that you are part of us. I know that’s true for me.

The pageantry of an in-person Commencement can’t ever be adequately replicated online, but 
we are doing our best. Members of the Class of 2021 (and 2020, for that matter) who wish also 
to attend our next in-person Commencement will be invited to do so. It won’t be the same, but it 
will be something. I look forward to shaking every hand!

God bless you, dear graduates! May the light of Christ brighten your path; may the Spirit of love 
and mercy be your guide and stay in your future work and ministry; and please don’t forget us 
here, your teachers and friends at ULS! We’ll see you again—and in person!—some day soon.

Blessings and good wishes,

THE REV. DR. R.  GUY ERWIN
President 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania Chair and Professor of Reformation Studies

PRESIDENT’S CONGRATULATIONS



DEAR 2021 GRADUATES OF UNITED LUTHERAN SEMINARY,

One of the greatest joys of serving as Chair of the ULS Board of Trustees is that on behalf of the 
board, it is my privilege to extend to you heartfelt congratulations, best wishes, and prayers of 
blessing upon your graduation. Your time at ULS has been filled with challenges, but with patient 
endurance, you have pushed on and arrived at this special day. It is my fervent hope that the Holy 
Spirit enlivens the celebration and continues to accompany you as you enter more fully into the 
ministry of your choice. May all that you do in the years ahead bring honor and glory to God and 
be a blessing to those whom you have chosen to serve in our Lord’s name.

When you started your sojourn at ULS, no one anticipated the major upheavals that would affect 
every aspect of your education. The challenges you have faced are as difficult as any class that 
has graduated from this seminary. As the nation and world begin to come out from under the 
pandemic’s viral cloud, you will be challenged not merely to restore what was, but to help in 
healing the wounds that have been exposed and creating something that is more just for all God’s 
children. You will be challenged to bring the voice of the Evangel to the scourges of racism, bigotry 
and discrimination that have engulfed us. You will be called upon to give voice to the poor, the 
forgotten, and the outcast, in a society that wishes to turn away. In shepherding God’s people in 
all of this, you are not tasked to be successful, but faithful, in prayer, in proclamation, in nourishing 
Christ’s church with the sacraments, and through humble service. Yet, I hope that you will always 
count it as one of the great blessings of your life that you have been gifted with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, that you have the privilege of being servant leaders in the household of faith. I hope 
that having been nourished both intellectually and spiritually by a remarkable faculty, and sharing 
the wisdom of mentors, pastors and professors, you consider your time at ULS as gifted. 

In the years to come, as you take on greater responsibilities, and become shepherds of Christ’s 
church, I hope that you will do so with humility, empathy, compassion, and mercy. Our shared 
hope is that the skills for ministry and the life of prayer, worship, and study you have nurtured at 
ULS, will be a foundation for loving service and leadership in the church as it seeks to bring healing 
to a fractured world. May God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be with you today, and all your days, 
that you may be nurtured and empowered in the way of love to which our Lord has called you.

Yours in Christ,

REV. DR. PETER D.  BOEHRINGER
Chair, United Lutheran Seminary Board of Trustees

BOARD CHAIR’S CONGRATULATIONS



HONORARY DEGREES

DEAR 2021 GRADUATES:

It is with great pleasure that I announce honorary degrees will be conferred 
upon the Rev. Dr. Stephen G. Ray, Jr. and the Rev. Gladys G. Moore.  
Both Dr. Ray and Pastor Moore will receive the degree of Doctor of Divinity, 
honoris causa at the 2021 Commencement ceremony.

Rev. Dr. Stephen G. Ray, Jr. is the President of Chicago Theological Seminary. He is also President of the Society 
for the Study of Black Religion. Having written and lectured broadly in the areas of Systematic Theology, African 
American religion, human rights and the intersection of religion and politics, Dr. Ray’s current work focuses on 
reinvigorating the public square as a place for all and reclaiming a vital expression of progressive religion in that 
project. He served as the Jeremiah A. Wright, Sr., Associate Professor of Theology in African American Studies 
and Director of the Urban Theological Institute from 2005-2008. He will be featured in next year’s Preaching 
with Power as the 2022 Lecturer. 

Rev. Gladys G. Moore was Pastor at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Summit, New Jersey and is an alumna 
(M.Div. ’84) of the Lutheran Theology Seminary at Philadelphia (LTSP). She retired from St. John’s this January. 
She previously served as Dean of Religious and Spiritual Life/Director of Diversity and Inclusion for five 
years at Mount Holyoke College. She was also assistant to the bishop of the New Jersey Synod of the ELCA, 
during which time she served as pastor at St. Matthew’s in Jersey City and St. John’s in Newark. She and her 
congregation have been loyal and generous friends to ULS for many years.

Dr. Ray, who will also deliver the Commencement address, is being acknowledged for his achievements in 
scholarship in theology, academic leadership, and in particular his work with the Urban Theological Institute at 
United Lutheran Seminary. Pastor Moore is being acknowledged for her achievements as a highly respected 
pastor in the ELCA church, a long-time leader in synod administration, well-known preacher and strong 
advocate for social justice, and a mentor to a generation of clergy.

Please join me in congratulating these two distinguished leaders of the church in our day. United Lutheran 
Seminary is proud of its association with both of them, and grateful for their service to the gospel and their 
neighbors. An honorary doctorate is the highest honor the Seminary can confer, and I am proud that Stephen 
Ray and Gladys Moore will be the first recipients of this honor in my time as seminary president.

I look forward to seeing you all at Commencement!

In Christ,

THE REV. DR. R.  GUY ERWIN
President 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania Chair and Professor of Reformation Studies



ALUMNI WELCOME

Congratulations to the ULS Class of 2021! On behalf of the Board of TULSAA, The 
United Lutheran Seminary Alumni Association, I welcome you as our newest members. 
Congratulations upon a journey completed.  

“He (Jesus) set his face to go to Jerusalem.” With these spare, uncompromising words, 
Luke marks a turning point in Jesus’ earthly ministry. His early ministry had been mostly 
in Galilee, his home territory, his journey there had been completed. But he will now set 
out for Jerusalem, resolute and determined to face what awaits him there. Like our Savior, 
with graduation you are about to leave your comfortable “home territory” to begin a new 
journey. Supported and sustained by the Holy Spirit may you be resolute and determined 
as you move forward on this new journey of witness and service in the name of Jesus the 
Christ through whom God has revealed his unconditional love for all humanity.

Congratulations and welcome to TULSAA! You do not make this new journey alone. Your 
peers who have gone before are here to support and encourage you.

REV. DR. DONALD B.  GREEN (74,  83)
TULSAA President



PRAYER FOR GRADUATES
MAY 21, 2021

O God of Light, O God of Wisdom, You who give knowledge and insight, we come before 
You to give You thanks for your presence in this our seminary community. As a Community 
of learners and teachers we seek your guidance as we share ideas and intellect for the 
good of the church and society. You have bestowed a calling upon all of us to share these 
gifts to help to build up Your Kingdom and make this world a better place. We thank you 
for our Students, our Professors, our Staff and Administration; for the manifold gifts that 
we all bring to make this community what it is. We thank you for the faith, the love and 
commitment all have shared to bring these graduates to this great milestone in their careers 
and in preparation for their callings.

We ask for your blessing upon each graduate that they possess the faith, the gifts, the skills, 
and talents to meet the needs of those who await their arrival at their places to where You 
have called them. We pray that those who await them will welcome them with open arms 
to assist in the ministry. We pray that these graduates will find great fulfillment, love, and 
success in all that they encounter. Give them the will to assist wherever to improve the 
quality of life for all who are oppressed, the poor, and the marginalized. May You find their 
work pleasing in Your sight and may it always glorify the God of heaven and earth.

In Jesus name we pray! Amen!



DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Following the satisfactory completion of the required academic work, the Board of Trustees, upon the 
recommendation of the Faculty, has admitted the following individuals to the Doctor of Philosophy 
degree. By virtue of the authority conferred upon the Seminary by the Board and by the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, President R. Guy Erwin confers upon them that degree; in testimony whereof the following 
individuals will be presented with the diploma of the Seminary:

Noah Downing Hepler
Living in the Truth: Implications of  
Augustine’s Totus Christus and City of  
God for the Church Today.

“[Jesus] cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The 
dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of 
cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
‘Unbind him, and let him go.’” 

– John 11:43-44 (NRSV) 

James Christian McMullan
To Know the Spirit is to know its Benefits”:  
The Foundational Place of the Holy Spirit in 
Philip Melanchthon’s Theology
 
Completed with Distinction

“But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died 
through one man’s trespass much more have the grace of God 
and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ 
abounded for many.” 

– Romans 5:15 (ESV)

DOCTOR OF MINISTRY

Following the satisfactory completion of the required academic work, the Board of Trustees, upon the 
recommendation of the Faculty, has admitted the following individuals to the Doctor of Ministry degree. By 
virtue of the authority conferred upon the Seminary by the Board and by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
President R. Guy Erwin confers upon them that degree; in testimony whereof the following individuals will be 
presented with the diploma of the Seminary:

Aaron Charles Bass
Reformed and Always Reforming: The Inner 
Path Approach to Find Admission through 
the Gates as Reflected in Psalm 100

Rebecca Sharon Ehrlich
Connecting Christian Minimalism and Spiri-
tuality: Living a Simple Life of Abundance

“For where your treasure is, there your  
 heart will be also.” 

– Luke 12:34 (NIV)

Ray Lewis, Jr. 
Oh Brother Where Art Thou?  The Worlds of 
Young African American Males And Older 
African American Male Clergy: A Chasm Of 
Distrust

“Now this is eternal life:  that they know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.  I have brought 
you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do.” 

– John 17:3-4 (NRSV)

2021 Graduates



MASTER OF SACRED THEOLOGY

Following the satisfactory completion of the required academic work, the Board of Trustees, upon the 
recommendation of the Faculty, has admitted the following individuals to the Master of Sacred Theology 
degree. By virtue of the authority conferred upon the Seminary by the Board and by the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, President R. Guy Erwin confers upon them that degree; in testimony whereof the following 
individuals will be presented with the diploma of the Seminary:

Allan John Ferguson
Adapting Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America Liturgy for the Rural or Small 
Church in the 21st Century

“For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.” 

– 1 Corinthians 1:25(NIV)

Johanna Karoliina Nikula
The Role of Prison Chaplains in Crime De-
sistance and the Rehabilitation of Inmates

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, 
says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 
give you a future with hope.” 

– Jeremiah 29:11 (NRSV)

Carmine Andrew Pernini 
Henry Eyster Jacobs (1844-1932):  
Confessional Lutheran Pragmatist in  
American Public Theology 

Completed with Distinction 
 Institute for Luther Studies Award

MASTER OF DIVINITY

Following the satisfactory completion of the required academic work, the Board of Trustees, upon the 
recommendation of the Faculty, has admitted the following individuals to the Master of Divinity degree. By 
virtue of the authority conferred upon the Seminary by the Board and by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
President R. Guy Erwin confers upon them that degree; in testimony whereof the following individuals will be 
presented with the diploma of the Seminary:

Jennifer Kate M. Aaronson
Receiving Academic Honors
Excellence in Biblical Studies 
Excellence in History and Theology 

Stephen Roger Anderson
“Who am I, O Lord GOD, and what is my 
house, that you have brought me thus far?” 

– 2 Samuel 7:18b (NRSV).

Andrew Evan Berdahl
Receiving Academic Honors

“At that the boy’s father cried out, “I have 
faith; help my lack of faith!” 

– Mark 9:24 (CEB)

Taylor Aliese Berdahl
Receiving Academic Honors
Excellence in Biblical Studies 
Buechner Excellence in Writing Award

“And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I 
tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.’” 

—Matthew 25:40 (NRSV)

Stephen John Boyhont
Buechner Excellence in Preaching Award

“Have you entered into the springs of the sea,
or walked into the recesses of the deep?
Have the gates of death been revealed to you,

or have you seen the gates of deep darkness?
Have you comprehended the expanse of the   
earth? Declare if you know this.” 

– Job 8:16-18 (NRSV)



Scott Vincent Brubaker
Receiving Academic Honors 

“You did not choose me but I chose you. And 
I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit 
that will last, so that the Father will give you  

 whatever you ask him in my name.” 
– John 15:16 (NRSV)

Mary Elizabeth Button
Receiving Academic Honors 

“Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to 
show hospitality to strangers, for by doing 
that some have entertained angels without  

 knowing it.” 
– Hebrews 13:1-2 (NRSV).

Christian Matthew Cederstrom
“Trust God from the bottom of your heart;
don’t try to figure out everything on your 
own.” 

– Proverbs 3:5 (Message)

Christopher Scott Combs
“For everything there is a season, and a time 
for every matter under heaven.” 

– Ecclesiastes 3:1 (NRSV)

Joshua Lewis Copeland
Receiving Academic Honors
With a Concentration in Town and Country  
Church Ministry

“Be still, and know that I am God! I am 
exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the earth.’ The 
LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.” 

- Psalm 46:10-11 (NRSV)

Jonah Spencer Davis
With a Concentration in Town and Country Church 
Ministry
With a Certificate in Ecology and Theology

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, 
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me” 

– Matthew 25:35 (NRSV)  

Thomas Joel Davis III
With a Certificate in Anglican Studies

Zachary Daniel Dean
Excellence in Praxis

“[Jesus] came that they may have life, and 
have it abundantly.” 

– John 10:10b (NRSV)

Brian Charles Dunlop
With a Concentration in the Black Church

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in 
all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.”

– Colossians 3:16-17 (KJV)

Eric Bersvein Faret
“I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me” 

– Philippians 4:13 (NRSV)

Lynette Yvonne Fields
With a Concentration in the Black Church

“Weeping may endure for a night, but joy 
comes in the morning.” 

– Psalm 30:5b (NKJV)

K. Scott Harvey
With a Certificate in Ecology and Theology

“Pray continually” 
– 1 Thessalonians 5:17 (NIV)

Brandi Jean Hebert
Receiving Academic Honors
Excellence in History and Theology

“Be still, and know that I am God! I am 
exalted among the nations, I am exalted in  

 the earth.” 
– Psalm 46:10 (NRSV)

Katrina Michele Holeman
“For I can do everything through Christ,  
who gives me strength.” 

– Philippians 4:13 (NLT)

Marty Jo Irvin-Stellabotte
“I will be your God throughout your life-
time—until your hair is white with age.
I made you, and I will care for you. I will 
carry you along and save you.” 

– Isaiah 46:4 (NLT)



Julie Theresa Jackson
“Beloved, I do not consider that I have made 
it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting 
what lies behind and straining forward to 
what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal 
for the prize of the heavenly call of God in  

 Christ Jesus.” 
– Philippians 3:13-14 (NRSV)

Abigail Lilja Johnson
Receiving Academic Honors
With a Concentration in Town and Country Church 
Ministry
With a Certificate in Ecology and Theology

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the 
messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, who 
announces salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’”

– Isaiah 52:7 (NRSV)

Rachel Hannah Johnson
Receiving Academic Honors
Excellence in Biblical Studies

“But be doers of the word, and not merely  
hearers” 

– James 1:22 (NRSV)

Wayne Anthony Johnson
“The words I have spoken to you—they are 
full of the Spirit and life.” 

– John 6:63b (NIV)

Paul Martin Larson
With a Concentration in the Black Church

“God has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,  and  

 to walk humbly with your God?” 
– Micah 6:8 (NRSV)

Crystal Catherine Lee
“I lift up my eyes to the hills— from where 
will my help come? My help comes from the 
Lord, who made heaven and earth.” 

– Psalm 121: 1-2 (NRSV)

Karla S. Leiby
Receiving Academic Honors
With a Concentration in Town and Country  
Church Ministry
With a Certificate in Ecology and Theology 
Institute for Luther Studies Award

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart,
and do not rely on your own understanding.”

– Proverbs 3:5 (NET)

Matthew Steven Leonard
“He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
    and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
    and to walk humbly with your God?” 

– Micah 6:8 (NRSV)

Ellen Elizabeth Yeakel Lichtfuss
“Come to me, all you that are weary and 
carrying heavy burdens and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 
me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke  

 is easy, and my burden is light.” 
– Matthew 11:28-30 (NRSV)

John Steven Lowry
Receiving Academic Honors

 

Peg A. Marose
“But those who wait on the Lord will find 
new strength. They will fly high on wings like 
eagles. They will run and not grow weary. 
They will walk and not faint.” 

– Isaiah 40:31 (NLT)

Justin Taylor Marx
“Ye remembre not thinges of olde, and re-
garde nothinge that is past. Therfore beholde, 
I shal make a new thinge, and shortly shall it 
apeare: Ye shall well knowe it, I tolde it you 
afore, but I will tell it you agaane. I will make 

stretes in the deserte, and ryuers of water in the wildernesse.” 
– Isaiah 43:18-19 (Coverdale Bible of 1535)



Garth Harlow Olsen
“Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: 
Who created all these? He who brings out the 
starry host one by one and calls them each 
by name. 
Because of his great power and mighty   

 strength, not one of them is missing.” 
– Isaiah 40:26. (NIV) 

David Ritter Pencek
Receiving Academic Honors 

“And not only that, but we also boast in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, and endurance produces charac-

ter, and character produces hope, and hope does not disap-
point us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit that has been given us.” 

– Romans 5:3-5 (NRSV)

Joshua Daniel Pontious
“For by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God— not the result of works, so that 
no one may boast”. 

– Ephesians 2:8-9 (NRSV)

Karen Elizabeth Pugatch
“I know you can do anything; no plan of 
yours can be opposed successfully.” 

– Job 42:2 CEB

Kayla J. Sadowy
Receiving Academic Honors
Excellence in Biblical Studies 
Buechner Excellence in Writing Award

“The wind blows where it chooses, and you 
hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from 
or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.” 

– John 3:8 (NRSV)

Courtney Diane Smith
Receiving Academic Honors

“Blessed is she who believed that there would 
be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by 
the Lord. And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies 

the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for [God] 
has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, 
from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Might 
One has done great things for me, and holy is [God’s] name” 

– Luke 1:45-49 (NRSV)

Anna Olivia Taylor-McCants
“Come and see a man who told me every-
thing I have ever done! He cannot be the 
Messiah, can he?” 

– John 4:29 (NRSV)

Kevin Michael Tracey
Receiving Academic Honors

“O give thanks to the God of heaven, for 
God’s steadfast love endures forever.” 

– Psalm 137:26 (NRSV)

Kim Paris Upshaw
Receiving Academic Honors
With a Concentration in the Black Church
Excellence in History and Theology 
Buechner Excellence in Preaching Award

“Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would 
leave me, but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, 
for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all 
the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ 
may dwell in me. Therefore I am content with weaknesses, 
insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake 
of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.” 

– 2 Corinthians 12:8-10 (NRSV)



MASTER OF ARTS IN MINISTERIAL LEADERSHIP

Following the satisfactory completion of the required academic work, the Board of Trustees, upon the 
recommendation of the Faculty, has admitted the following individuals to the Master of Arts in Ministerial 
Leadership degree. By virtue of the authority conferred upon the Seminary by the Board and by the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, President R. Guy Erwin confers upon them that degree; in testimony whereof 
the following individuals will be presented with the diploma of the Seminary:

Margaret Mary Bergeron Folkemer
Receiving Academic Honors

“Compline in a Time of Pandemic”

“For we are what God has made us, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared before-
hand to be our way of life.” 

– Ephesians 2:10 (NRSV)

Emily Suzanne Orner
Receiving Academic Honors

“The Immigrant Chaplain: Meeting the 
Spiritual Needs of the Stranger”

“Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality 
to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels 
without knowing it.” 

– Hebrews 13:1-2 (NRSV)

MASTER OF ARTS

Following the satisfactory completion of the required academic work, the Board of Trustees, upon the 
recommendation of the Faculty, has admitted the following individuals to the Master of Arts degree. By virtue 
of the authority conferred upon the Seminary by the Board and by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
President R. Guy Erwin confers upon them that degree; in testimony whereof the following individuals will be 
presented with the diploma of the Seminary:

William Ernest Moodie
A Critique of Samuel S. Schmucker’s Anti-
slavery Views as Public Theology

“And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I 
tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.’” 

– Matthew 25.40 (NRSV)

Kathryn Forrest Tate Webb
A Theological Foundation for the Laity,  
from the Old Testament

Receiving Academic Honors

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of [God’s] 
power. Put on the whole armor of God… Pray for me, so that 
when I speak, a message may be given to me to make known 
with boldness the mystery of the gospel.” 

– Ephesians 6:10-11,19 (NRSV)

Barbara Jean Trawick
A Comprehensive Plan for Congregational 
and Pastoral Ministry Prepared for Chosen 
Generation Church of God in Christ

With a Concentration in the Black Church

“Order my steps in thy word: and let not any iniquity have 
dominion over me.” 

– Psalm 119:133 (KJV)



Urban Theological Institute Certificate Programs

The Urban Theological Institute offers clergy and church leaders courses, workshops, and seminars that lead 
to certificates. 

URBAN THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE CERTIFICATE IN CHRISTIAN MINISTRY

The Certificate Program in Christian Ministry offers clergy and church leaders seminars that will equip them in 
the ministries of the church and enhance their skills in Bible study, church doctrine, church history, homiletics, 
and worship. The following persons have completed the full sequence of seminars to earn a Certificate in 
Christian Ministry from the Urban Theological Institute:

Mary C. Garrett
“For we are to God the fragrance of Christ 
among those who are being saved and among 
those who are perishing.”  

– 2 Corinthians 2:15 (NKJV)

Vernell Smith



FACULTY

The Rev. Dr. J. Paul Rajashekar

The Rev. Dr. Gilson A. C. Waldkoenig

The Rev. Dr. Maria E. Erling

Dr. Jon Pahl

The Rev. Dr. Mark Vitalis Hoffman

The Rev. Dr. Kristin Johnston Largen

The Rev. Dr. J. Jayakiran Sebastian

The Rev. Dr. Charles R. Leonard

The Rev. Dr. John F. Hoffmeyer

The Rev. Dr. Storm Swain

The Rev. Dr. Karyn L. Wiseman

The Rev. Dr. Wayne E. Croft, Sr.

The Rev. Dr. Quintin L. Robertson

Dr. Vincent M. Evener

Mr. Evan Boyd

Dr. Crystal Hall

The Rev. Dr. Reed Carlson

Dr. Kyle Schiefelbein-Guerrero

PROFESSORS EMERITUS / EMERITI

The Rev. Dr. Robert G. Hughes

Dr. Norma Schweitzer Wood

The Rev. Dr. J. Paul Balas

The Rev. Dr. Gordon W. Lathrop

The Rev. Dr. Gerald Christianson

The Rev. Dr. Margaret A. Krych

The Rev. Dr. William Avery

The Rev. Richard Stewart

The Rev. Dr. Robin Mattison

The Rev. Dr. Nelson Strobert

The Rev. Dr. Timothy J. Wengert

The Rev. Dr. Philip D.W. Krey

The Rev. Dr. Karl Krueger

The Rev. Michael L. Cooper-White

The Rev. Dr. Stephen P. Folkemer

Dr. Erik Heen

The Rev. Dr. Leonard M. Hummel

The Rev. Dr. Robert Robinson

The Rev. Dr. Marty E. Stevens

The Rev. Dr. Mark Oldenburg

The Rev. Dr. Katie Day

ADJUNCT INSTRUCTORS

Dr. Will Barnes

The Rev. Rob Blezard

The Rev. Dr. Allison deForest 

Deacon Dr. Nancy Gable

The Rev. Dr. Kenyatta Gilbert

Dr. Renee K. Harrison

The Rev. Jennifer Hope-Tringali

Deacon Chelle Huth

Dr. Nancy Isserman

Dr. Fred Lehr

The Rev. Dr. Rachel S. Lettsome

The Rev. Dr. Robert J. Magoola

The Rev. Dr. Jennifer McNeel

The Rev. Linda Noonan

The Rev. Dr. James Pollard

The Rev. Dr. Robert Robinson
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