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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Welcome 

Dean Sebastian welcomes the congregation to the opening ritual. 

We gather this evening to share good news of Christ risen and to give thanks to God for the 
graduates who have completed their studies, interns who have completed internship, and those 
about to embark on internship in the coming year.  We use the light of Christ to remind us that He 
is the beacon of light that guides all our comings and goings.    

Blessing of the Light 

Alex Stall greets the congregation. 

The Lord is my light and my salvation: my God shall make my darkness to be bright. The light and 
peace of Jesus Christ be with you.  

And also with you. 

https://youtu.be/dy_PW7rXQQg


Gathering Song 



The congregation is invited to light a candle as Alex Stall continues. 

The light represents Jesus Christ, the light of the world, who guides us through the darkness, and 
into service for all God’s people.  

The candles we have lighted represent each of us whose lives have been nourished, challenged, and 
strengthened for the ministry of God’s people by our time together at United Lutheran Seminary.   

Bless the light brought forth by the Creator.  
Bless the light of Christ that we hold in our hands and in our hearts.  
Bless the light that ignites the Spirit of your love within us.   

Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Sarah Fryman leads the prayer. 

Let us pray.  A brief pause. 

O true Light, who enlightens everyone coming into the world, we pray that you would enflame the 
hearts and enlighten the understanding of all whom you call to the service of your church, that they 
may cheerfully acknowledge and obey your call, to the benefit of your people and the glory of your 
holy name, who with the Creator and the Spirit lives and reigns, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 
 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 (read by Mary Button) 

Psalm 146 (read by Katy Moran) 

1Praise the Lord! Hallelujah!  
Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
2 While I live I will praise the Lord; 
I will sing praises to my God as long as I live. 
3 Do not trust in princes, 
In mortals, in whom there is no salvation. 
4 When their spirit leaves them, they return to the earth; 
In that very day their thoughts and plans perish. 

  



5 How blessed and graciously favored are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
Whose hope is in the Lord his God, 
6 Who made heaven and earth, 
The sea, and all that is in them, 
Who keeps truth and is faithful forever, 
7 Who executes justice for the oppressed, 
Who gives food to the hungry. 
The Lord sets free the prisoners. 
8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; 
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
The Lord loves the upright in heart. 
9 The Lord protects the strangers; 
The Lord supports the fatherless and the widow; 
But makes crooked the way of the wicked. 
10The Lord shall reign forever, 
Your God, O Zion, to all generations. 
Praise the Lord! Hallelujah! 
 

Ephesians 3:16-20 (read by Brian Dunlop) 

Sermon   President R. Guy Erwin 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 



Hymn of the Day 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

The petitions are prayed as a video of the everyday ministry of our students is played. 



Lord’s Prayer 

Dean Sebastian introduces the prayer. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

 

 

Farewell and Godspeed 

Dean Sebastian begins the closing ritual. 

Siblings in Christ, as you prepare to leave our seminary community, we wish to bid you farewell. 

A brief silence. 

O God, everything you do is wonderful, and I know it well. 

Lead us in your truth, O God. 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light on my path. 

Lead us in your truth, O God. 

Jesus said, Remember, I will be with you always, to the end of time. 

Lead us in your truth, O God. 

In holy baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made you members of his church. When 
you came to this seminary community, we rejoiced to welcome you into the mission we share as 
the people of God. In this community of faith and formation you have come to know and to share 
in God’s loving purpose for you and for all creation. God has blessed you in this community, and 
God has blessed us through you. 

  



President Erwin leads the prayer and blessings. 

Let us pray.  A brief silence. 

Gracious God, we thank you for the work and witness of your servants here gathered, who have 
enriched this seminary community and shared their gifts with their colleagues, professors, and 
friends. Now bless and preserve them at this time of transition. Day by day, guide them and give 
them what is needed, friends to cheer their way, and a clear vision of that to which you are now 
calling them. By your Holy Spirit be present in their pilgrimage, that they may travel with the 
one who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

Blessing of Graduates 

All-wise and loving God, we give thanks for your gifts to us: for creating us, for saving us in 
Christ, for calling us in baptism as your people. Look with love on these graduates and bless 
them as they complete this season of their studies. By your Spirit, help them to use their gifts for 
your glory and for the good of all people. In your lovingkindness, guide them in their journey. 
We ask these blessings through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

Blessing of the Assembly 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever.   

Amen. 
  



Sending Song 

 
 

Dismissal 

Dean Sebastian dismisses the congregation into mission. 

Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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