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Rev. Gladys G. Moore is a 1984 M. Div. graduate of one of our United Lutheran Seminary 
predecessor institutions, the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia. She has served as 
a pastor since October 1984, and tries to bring joy to all the places to which she is called, and 
to all those with whom she is pleased to serve as a partner in the gospel ministry. At the end 
of January, Gladys retired as the senior pastor of St. John’s Lutheran Church in Summit, New 
Jersey where she had been serving since April of 2013.  Prior to her tenure at St. John’s, she 
was the Dean of Religious and Spiritual Life and Director of Diversity and Inclusion at Mount 
Holyoke College in South Hadley, MA.  
 
Gladys has been pastor of three urban congregations: Bethany Lutheran Church and  
St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church in Jersey City, NJ, and St. John’s Lutheran Church in Newark, 
NJ.  She was also privileged to serve as an Assistant to Bishop Roy Riley of the New Jersey 
Synod, ELCA for 16 years.   
 
In addition to her pastoral ministry, Gladys has held a number of positions within social justice 
organizations.  She was a founding member of the Summit Interfaith Council Anti-Racism 
Committee and convened that committee for five years. She was a co-chairperson of 
Lutherans Concerned (now Reconciling Works); president of the former Jubilee Interfaith 
Organization, a faith-based community organization; and a member of CIBL, the Conference 
of International Black Lutherans. Gladys has also served as an ELCA delegate to two Lutheran 
World Federation Assemblies and as a voting member at five ELCA Churchwide Assemblies.  
 
An occasional writer, Gladys has written Bible studies for Women of the ELCA, the most recent 
of which she co-authored with the Rev. Dr. Christa Compton entitled, “Just Love”. She also co-
authored an Adult Forum Guide for the 50th Anniversary of the Ordination of Women in the 
ELCA with her friend and colleague, the Rev. Janet Peterman.  Gladys has been a chaplain, 
preacher, Bible study and retreat leader at a number of regional, national and international 
events.   
 
Before going to seminary, Gladys she was an elementary school teacher in East Lansdowne, 
PA.  She holds a B.S. in Education from West Chester University and a M.Ed. from Temple 
University.  
 


