
Gifted Children: 
Helpful Information 

 
Common Characteristics of Gifted Children 

While no two gifted children are the same, research has shown that most gifted learners exhibit 
these common characteristics and behaviors: 

Abstract thinking Independence in work and study 

Interest in problem-solving and applying 
concepts 

Diversity of interests and abilities 

Voracious, early reader; large vocabulary Creativity and inventiveness 

Intellectual curiosity Keen sense of humor 

Power of critical thinking, skepticism, self-
critical 

Ability for fantasy 

Persistent, goal-directed behavior Openness to stimuli, wide interests 

Intuitiveness  Flexibility 

Independence in attitude and social behavior Self-acceptance and unconcern for social 
norms; radicalism 

 
Bright vs. Gifted 

 

Bright children: 
• work hard to do well; gifted children do well naturally with little effort. 
• strive to answer questions correctly in order to receive praise; gifted children are more 

inquisitive and ask more questions. 
• often learn synchronically or in order; gifted children may have gaps, with extremely 

high achievement in some areas and not so much in others. 
• are usually socially on target with their peers; gifted children may feel more comfortable 

with adults or more mature youth. 
• are able to handle things like age-appropriate movies; gifted children may become 

extremely concerned and ask questions about even minutely scary concepts. 
• enjoy school; gifted children often prefer to learn independently. 
• will complete an assignment, and then move on to a non-academic activity; gifted 

children will become engrossed for hours in academic activities, often in very specific 
interest areas. 



Myths About Gifted Students 

There are many misconceptions about gifted students that may prevent schools from providing 
for their needs. The following are some of the most common myths that are cited as rationale 
for not providing differentiated opportunities for high-ability students.  
 

• Gifted children are smart, so they can get by on their own. When students are not 
presented with learning experiences that are appropriate for their abilities, they lose 
motivation and sometimes even their interest in learning and school. Brain research 
suggests that the brain will not maintain its level of development if students are not 
challenged (Clark, 1997).  

 

• Gifted students excel in all school subjects. While there are students who are high 
achievers in all areas, many others have subject-specific strengths. Gifted students may 
struggle in some subjects or activities, while they soar in others. Some gifted students 
even have learning disabilities (Winner, 1996).  

 

• Gifted students are a homogeneous group. Just like any other group, gifted students 
have different interests, areas of strength, ability levels, and temperaments. There is not 
a definitive list of gifted characteristics, nor will all students’ needs be met with the 
same strategies. Providing differentiated instruction is a necessity, even in advanced 
classes (Parke, 1989).  

 

• All children are gifted. This is a well-intentioned belief, and it is true that all children can 
learn, and all children have areas of strength. Nevertheless, it is a fact that some 
students learn more quickly and are capable of a higher level of work than their age 
peers. Gifted students need different content and instruction in order to meet their 
needs (Winner, 1996).  

 


