
Inspired Instruction



Step #3 – The Learning Environment

Step #1 – What is Rigor?

Step #2 – Bloom and DOK

Step #5 – Demonstrated Learning

Step #4 – Supporting Learning



• Rigor is not a special program or 
curriculum for select students

• Rigor is not about severity or hardship

• Rigor is not just about higher-order 
thinking

• Rigor is not a measure of the quantity of 
content to be covered
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Bloom's Taxonomy

New Version

In 1956, Benjamin
Bloom headed a
group of
educational
psychologists who
developed a
classification of
levels of
intellectual
behavior
important in
learning. During
the 1990's a new
group of cognitive
psychologists,
lead by Lorin
Anderson (a
former student of
Bloom), updated
the taxonomy to
reflect relevance
to 21st century
work. The two
graphics show the
revised and
original
Taxonomy. Note
the change from
nouns to verbs
associated with
each level.

Note that the top
two levels are
essentially
exchanged from
the traditional to
the new version.

Old Version

Remembering: can the student recall or
remember the information?

define, duplicate, list, memorize, recall, repeat, reproduce state

Understanding: can the student explain classify, describe, discuss, explain, identify, locate, recognize,
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• Level 1: Recall and Reproduction 

• Level 2: Skills & Concepts

• Level 3: Strategic Thinking

• Level 4: Extended Thinking 



Depth of Knowledge Levels



In a group, identify the Bloom and DOK 

category for each activity.



• Students regularly complete learning tasks that demonstrate their ability 
to analyze, synthesize, and/or evaluate new instructional content. 

• Tasks include the opportunity for students to respond to content using 
creativity, originality, and/or adaptation. 

• Students demonstrate mastery of content by completing a variety of 
formative assessments that allow for reciprocal feedback.

• Assessment results indicate that students are achieving expected 
outcomes and are able to self-reflect and share responsibility for their 
learning. 

• Students are regularly and strategically partnered or grouped based on 
data, and lesson content, process, and/or product is differentiated to 
support varying student needs. 



• As you design your lessons, what are 

some of the strategies you use to make 

sure the lesson is rigorous and engaging?

• While teaching a lesson, how do you 

monitor the engagement of your 

students?

• As you continue to develop rigor in the 

classroom, what would you identify as the 

most appropriate next steps?

• What support is needed to continue to  

develop a rigorous classroom? 




